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Marunyeckme KnaHbl MHOIFO €T BPaXKAyoT, N JINLb UCTUHHbIA KOPOJIb CMOXXET
MOJIOXUTb KOHeL, 3Ton BonHe. U nopa PenpeH 13 knaHa Apeinc - OAVH U3 rNaBHbIX
npeTeHAeHTOB Ha nNpecTos. OH - NPOC/aaB/IeHHbI BOUH U MOryLW,EeCTBEHHbIN Mar, OH
ornaceH 1 roToB Ha BCe paan OOCTUXKEHUSA cBoen uenn. N oOH NOKNANCS, YTO XOTb U3-
no4 3eMJIN MeHS A0CTaHeT... YTo X, yaayu. 1 y>X TOYHO cAaBaTbCsa He cobupatoch 1
ewe noboptochb 3a cBoOO cBoboay. [laxke € TeM, C KEM OKa3aslaCb CBA3aHa Bosen
cnyyas Marm4eckmumu ysamu. PengeH He oTCTynuT, TOSIbKO 1 8 Toxe. /1 Mbl eLle
NOCMOTPUM, KTO nobeanT B 3TOM NMPOTUBOCTOAHNM!

EkaTepuHa ®nat

MoxnweHHas HeBecTa

[(naBa nepsas

BuBuaH

- Mbl 6e3MepHO 61arogapHbl BaM 3a OKa3aHHYH YecTb, JlIopa Xapasibl, - Fos10C MOEro
0TLL@ AOHOCUIICS Yepes NMPUOTKPLITYIO ABEPb AaX<e clofa, B Kopuaop. - Cot3 Halmx
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KJ1aHOB, HECOMHEHHO, CTaHET rnepsBbIM LLAaroM Ha BalweM NyTn K npmM3BaHuto
NCTNHHOIO KOpPOJiA.

OH roBopw 4YTO-TO elle He MeHee HarMbllWeHHOoe, HO MU3-3a HeLO0BOJIbHOroO WenoTa
MaMbl, I'IOI'IpaBJ'Iﬂ}OLLI,eVI MHe npm4ecky, 4 He paccJibiLllana.

- BuBunaH, pa3Be MOXXHO Tak ona3abiBaTb? Thl yXKe Ao/kKHa 6bITb B 3ane! Mexnay
npo4ymm, Kopaenusa noagHsa Haps»asacbk, 4Tobbl BbIrnageTs naeanbHo! A MagenuvH
BAOOABOK eLlle N HeyCTaHHO Moinnacbk MmunocepaHon HanaHHu!

- Papa 3a Hux 6e3mMepHo, HO A-TO 34eCb NPUYEM? - IMYHO MHE HE XOTesI0Cb Aa)Ke Ha
rnasa XapanbAy NOKa3biBaTbCs. - Heyxenun 3Ta uepeMoHunsa 6e3 MeHs HUKakK He
obonpeTca?

- To, 4To Teba OH TOYHO He BbibepeT, ewe He NO3BONAET HapywaTb Tpaguuun! - oHa
[aXKe packpacHenacb OoT HerogosaHuA. - O6a3aHbl NPUCYTCTBOBATb BCE A04EPU, N 3TO
He obcyxxpaeTca. Bece, ugn. U, yxx byab nobesHa, ynoibancs.

TuUXo OTKPbIB ABEPb, S BOLLJIA B LLlepeMOHUasbHbIN 3a1 KJaHa. 34ecb, Kak Bceraa,
ryNnsa CKBO3HSAK, OTHEro KUCTOYKM paclunTbiX robesneHoB Ha CTeHax nogparveanu. B
OLLHOM JIerkoM rnJjiaTbe A cpa3y npoaporsaa, a oT B3rnana Xapasabga ga>ke Mopos3 no
KoXxe npobexxkan. Ho a coenana BuA, 4TO HE 3aMeTu1a HU 3TOro 3aKOBaHHOIO B J1aThl
ON10OHAWMHA, HU THEBHO MASAHYBLUEro Ha MeHs 0Tua, HU BbICOKOMEPHO YXMbI/IbHYBLUYHOCSH
Kopaenuto. I nnwb HepBHUYawLwen MagennH s oboapstoue ynabibHynack. Mos
benHaa Mnapglwas cecTpa, NOX0Xe, BCE elle MeTanacb B MbIC/ISIX, KaKoe U3 ABYX 301
Xy>XXe: CTaTb XXeHOoW Xapasib[a Uin XKe He onpasiaTb OXXNUOaHUA poauTenen.

Kak HK B 4eM He 6bIBaso, A BCTasa Bo3Jie cecTep. B KoTopbIn pa3 noyyBcTBOBasa cebs
HeyMeCTHO. Mbl BeOb Aa)ke BHellHe 6blsin COBCEM HernoxoXxu. CBET/IOBOJIOChIE OHU, U
1 C HENOKOPHbIMN OFHEHHO-PLIXKUMN KYAPSAMMU. ..

A MOW OoTel Kak pa3 B35/1CA Hac NnpenctaBnsaTb. [ycTb Xapanbg 1 Tak 6bi1 ¢ HaMK
3HAKOM, HO MO TpaAMunn nonaranaochb.

- Mos cTapwas goyb nean Kopaenus. Xopoiwa cobon, bnarosocnmutaHa. A yXx o ee
Marm4yeckom ogapeHHOCTU Hac/bliWwaHbl OT Masnoro mopsa Ao CpeanHHbIX rop! - B
rosioce oTuUa OTHETJIMBO CKBO3WJ1A ropAoCTb. - HECOMHEHHO, 3TO Ny4Lwwunn Bbibop
HeBeCTbl OJ1A TOro, KTO XXeJlaeT CTaTb UCTUHHbBIM KOPOJIEM.



Kopoenusa onapuna Xapanbna dapytouien ynblbkon. He 3Hato, Kak OH Ha 3TO
oTpearvpoBasl, 1 Ha Hero npegno4ymrana He CMOTpeTb. Ul Tak ACHO, YTO CTOUT cenyac
CO chnauiason ynblbkon, kpacyeTtcs... IHOOK CaMOO0BOIbHbIN.

BOoT noyemMy ToONIbKO MeHs 04HY KOpOobuT 3TOT 0bbl4ai: oTAaBaTb AEBYLUEK 3aMyX,
haXke He cnpawmnBas nx MHeHna? N nycTtb Xapanbd - HacnenHbln nopa KnaHa Padegn,
BeCb 13 cebsa kpacasuu 610HONH B CBepKaoLwmx natax. 1 pobaBok oanH U3
npeTeHOeHTOB Ha POJib UCTUHHOIO KOpPOoJA, yrnacu MmmnocepaHas HanaHHu Hawwy
CTpaHy OT Takomn y4acTW... Ho BCe 3TO He 3Ha4unT, 4TOo Ntobas TONbKO U MeYTaeT, Kak
Obl CTaTb ero HeBeCcTON. Y Hac ogHa Kopaenus no Xapanbdy € ymMa CXoguUT, BOT NyCTb
Obl cpa3y 06 nx bpake n AOroBapuBaInCh.

A oTel, Mexay TeM, NPoaoJKaN:

- Moga mnagwasa noydb nean MsapgennH. KpoTka, NocnywHa, XxapakTep HacToJ1bKO
MnoKNaANCTbIN, 4TO M3aennH MOXXHO Ha3BaTb 3TaJ/IOHOM AJ19 BCexX aAeByllek. U ee
LennTesnbCKne cnocobHOCTM BECbMa HEMJIOXN, YTO TOXKE CTOUT YYUTbIBATb.

BenHasa MapennH rycto nokpacHena. lNoka HM pa3y Tak U He NoAHAMNa rnasa. Tak
npucTanbHO cMoTpena cebe nof Horu, ByATO TONLKO U XKAasa, 4TO NOJ1 BOT-BOT
TpeCcHeT, N OHa NpoBannTca. Hy fa, BCce siy4yuwe, 4eM 3aMy>K 3a XKeCTOKOro
HagMeHHOro Xapanbja.

N, HakoHeLl, oTeL, NepeBes BMUT MOTSXXENEBLUUA B3rnag Ha MeHs. A s yXX Aymasna, 4To
BoobOLLe NpeacTaBNATb HE CTAHET, Aa)ke OT Tpaauuun otonaeT. Beab no
o4epenHoOCTN N Tak NMPonycTuI.

Ho OH BCe XXe npounsHec:

- N1 moa cpenHAaa gooyb. Jleon BusnaH.

N Bce... XO0TA 4TO OH ewe MoxeT 060 MHe cka3aTb? Kak 06bl4HO: «N030p poaa»,
«Kapa boroe», «HECHOCHAs AEBYOHKa», «BCS1 B CBOK YOKHYTYI0 6abKy-BeayHbIO»?
botocbk, Aa)ke ecnm Bbl U XOTEN 3TO 03BYYMTb, HO MO TPaAULMN Ha NpeacTaBeHNN
HeBeCT HY>XHO roOBOPUTb O HMUX TOJIbKO XopoLlee.



- NTak, nopa Xapanbn, nepen BaMu MOU A04YepU, - NOAbITOXNA OH. - [Monarato, Beibop
o4YeBUAEH, - U C YNbIbKON nepernaHynca ¢ Kopagenven.

Ha-na, naBanTe Nockopee Ux Apy>XHO 6rarocioBuMm, cpasy e yCTPOUM LLepeMOHUI0
MOMOJIBKW MU PafoCTHO pa3ongemcs. 4 rotosa fa)ke JIMYHO NMPOBOXKaTb 3TUX OBOUX A0
BOPOT 3aMKa U1, yTepeB CJie3bl CHacCTbs, MOMaxaTb Ha NMpoulaHbe naaTo4dkoM. N TyT xe
CKa3aTb CTpaXke NMoAgHATb MOCT U HM B KOEM CJly4ae He OMnycKaTb, YTOObI HU
Kopaoenus, Hn Xapanbg 6onblie 34ecb He NOABASAINCD.

- B nepByto o4epenb xo4dy nobnaromapuTb Bac, nopa Benep, 3a CTO/b paayLUHbIA
npuem, - Xapaabd roBopuJ He MEHEE HaMbIWEHHbIM TOHOM. - 119 MeHsa ewe 6onblias
4eCTb NOPOAHUTL HalM KfaHbl. 1 9 ¢ yAOBONLCTBUEM BO3bMY B XKEHbI Bally A04b, -
rnepeses B3rnag Ha MeHs, A0BOJIbLHO YbIOHYNCA. - Jlean BusmnaH.

B oonH mur cepaue obopsanoce...

B noBuclwen TuwmnHe oT4eTINBO KnauHyna 3ybamn Koppenus, MagennH c
obnervyeHnem B30XHYNA, @ MO OTEL, HECKOJIbKO pa3 OTKPbIN N 3aKpblJl POT, HO BCe
XK€ 03BY4MJ1 OOLLYIO MbIC/Ib:

- Jlopa Xapanbg, 60otock, Bbl NepenyTanan, MO CTapLUyo A04Yb 30BYT Kopaenus, a He
BuBunaH...

- {1 NpeKkpacHO 3Halo, Kak 30BYT BalUMX go4yepen, - oBosibHO becuepeMoHHO nepebun
TOT, y>Xe He n3obparkas BEXXMBOCTb. - 1 cBOM BbIGOP 5 y>Ke 03BYy4UII.
NepBOCBALWEHHNK MOEro KjlaHa Ha3Ha4YnT AaTbl MOMOMBKU 1N CBaAbObl. A NOKa 5
>XKenato noroBopuTb CO CBOEN HEBECTOW HaeauHe.

N xoTb Bbl 0Tey emy Bo3pa3ua! Ho HeT, nnwb KUBHYA! C KaKnx 3TO NOP BEPXOBHbLIN
nopAa knaHa Mapum nossongeT komy-nmbo cobonm komaHaoBaTh?!

BrnipoyeMm, oTBeT nNpocT. Moxoxxe, oTel, 6bICTPEHbKO CMEKHYJ1, 4TO BCE CKlablBAETCS
BeCcbMa yaa4Ho. U «no30p ceMbn» 3aMy>X BbIr0AHO BblAacT, a Kopaenuto elle 3a Koro-
HMOYab HE MeHee BbiIr04HO NPUCTPOUT.

BmecTe ¢ MOMMUM cecTpamMu OH Bbillen 13 3asa. Hanocnenok Kopoenna ogapuia MeHs
TaKUM KpaCHOpe4dinBbiM B3rnanom, CJIOBHO B MbICJIAX YXKe 3aKallblBaJla Ha 3agHeM



ABope 3aMKa. Ewe Begb 06BUHUT, 4TO A Kak-TO Hapo4HO ee obowina!

EnBa mMbl ¢ XapanbAoM OCTasINCb B 3aJ1€ BABOEM, OH nMoaoLlesn Ko MHe. Ynbibancsa. BoT
yTo Kopaenusa B HeM Hawna? BHelwHe Becb U3 ceba cMa3nmebIN, HO BEAb HE Ha
MycTOM MecTe XOOAT CNyXU O ero ectokocTu! [la y Hero B3rnsm, Kak 'y XMLHUKaA,
3arHaBLUEero CBOK XXepTBY fa)Ke He pagu NponnTaHuns, a NCKJIIYUTESIbHO U3-3a
No6BU K My4YnTENbHBLIM YOUncTeam!

- Jlopn Xapanbg, - 5 BCe e noctapaslacb FOBOPUTb CMOKOWHO, - €C/N Bbl U BNpaBay
HaMepeHbl 60POTbCSA 3a TPOH UCTUHHOIO KOPOS, TO HE CTOMT NOCTYyNaTb CTOJb
onpoMeT4nBo. OrHEHHbIN MOCAaHHUK BECbMa SICHO BbIpa3nica 0 HeobXxoaAnMoCTK
ofapeHHOW HeBecCThl. A 1, K BalleMy CBeAeHuto, Marnemn He obnagato.

- O Marunm He BbIJI0 CKa3aHo HU CJI0Ba, - MapupoBas OH, SIBHO Hacnakgascs
MOMEHTOM. - Tak 4YTo, iean BuBumaH, Bce, Kak 1 nonoxxeHo. 1 pa>ke 6onblie. Jonr
NCTMHHOI0 Koposs 60poTbCA CO BCEM HEMpaBUJibHbLIM. A Bbl, - OH PE3KO CXBaTWJ1 MEHS
3a noabopoaok, - ApKuin obpasew, Toro, HTo HY>KHO UCMPaBUTb B MEPBYIO oYepeasb.
CBoeHpaBHas, oep3kKas... - NOHU3WA rosoC 40 wenoTa. - Takux, Kak Tbl, BuBaH,
HY>XHO siloMaTb. U, y>x noBepb, A He Be3 yaoBONLCTBUA 3TO CAeNalo.

A TYT Xeé OTCTpPpaHWacCb, OTCTYIMNWJ/1a Ha HECKOJIbKO LLIAroB:

- Hey>xenn BaM y>xe He xBaTaeT XBaJIeHHOW 0061eCcTn, 0 KOTOPOW Bbl XBaCTaeTe Ha
Ka>X[AOoM Lary, 47o BMecTo 6GUTB C BOMHAMW peLnan 3aHATbCA NMepeBoCnMTaHneM
AeByLWeK? - 1 BCEMU CUIaMU CKpbiBaJla, HACKOIbKO MHe cenYvac XXyTKo. He gocTtasnto
S 3TOMYy Mep3aBLYy YA0BOJIbCTBME BUAETbH MO CTpax.

- MeH#a MHTepecyeT, KakK Tbl Bblpa3usiacb, NepeBoCnuTaHne ToJibko Tebs. 3To cenyac
Thl €Lle CMeellb ropao NoAHUMAaTb roJIOBY U FOBOPUTb CO MHOW Ha MOBbILLIEHHbIX
TOHaX, HO, MOCMOTPMM, 4TO OCTAHETCs OT 3TOW TBOEN AEeP30CTN nocsie cBaabObi.

- Lns Ha4vana 3Ta cBaabba elwe A0XKHA COCTOATLCA, - I CHACXOANTESIbHO eMy
yNblOHYNacChb.

- A KTO 3TOMy nomellaeT? - Xapa/ibh fa)ke 3acMessncs. - TBOW OTeL, roTOB Ha 4YTO
yrogHo, nuib 6bl TONIbKO 3aK/IO4NTb COO3 C MOUM KJTaHOM. Mnu XKe Tbl HageelbCs,
YTO KTO-TO MOCMEET OCMNOopPMTb MOe NpaBo Ha TebA? XoTen 6bl A B3rNsaHyTb Ha 3TOro
camoybunuy. Nepen Tem, Kak CBEPHYTb eMy Lieto, - 60NbHO CXBaTW MeHs 3a



NIOKOTb. - HUKyfa Thl OT MeHA He feHelbcd, BuBunaH.

¢l BblpBasaCb U3 ero XBaTKW.

- Bawa camoHapesaHHOCTb BecbMa 3abaBHa.

N He poXxmnpoaacb ero oTeeTa, A Bbllla M3 3ana.

JInwb oKasaBLWNCb B KOpUAope, NMPUCIOHUACck K CTeHe, nepesoasa oyx. MeHsa npocTo
Tpacno! Kak 6yaTo TO/IbKO 4YTO 03BY4YUSIM MO CMEPTHbIA NPUroBOP YU BOT-BOT
npueenyT B gencrsemnel..

HeT yx. 1 o6a3aTensHO Hanay cnocob nsbexatb 3Ton cBaAbObI. [IPOCTO Tak A TOYHO
He coamcs.

1 He cTana oTKNaAbiBaTh peweHune npobnemMbl B [OAMrMA AWKK. JIMwb foxxnanack,
4yTOb6bI Xapasbd NOKWUHYJ Hall 3aMOK, KU nocnewwnnia K otTuy. He comHeBanach, 4TO
3aCTaHy ero pafoCTHO NUPYOLWNM B YeCTb n3baBsieHnsa OT «HUKYEMHOW» goyepu. Ho
HeT, KaK pa3 B 3TO BpeMs K HeMy Npubbisin C HEKUM fOHEeCceHneM, n oH cobpan Bcex
CBOMX COBETHWUKOB N MaroB kKsiaHa. 1 6bl, KOHEeYHO, Npenno4Ysa pa3roBop HaeaunHe, HO,
MOXXET, NpPn NOCTOPOHHMX MO Nana BCe »XXe NpUCyLlaeTcs K rofocy coBectu un bypet
CHUCXoguTenoHee.

Korga s Bowla B Tpane3Hbl 3a, 3@ AJIMHHLIM CTOJIOM LUEeJT HELYTOYHbIN criop. To nu
HEeKast HOBOCTb TakK BCEX B3BOJIHOBasIa, TO JIN Y>Ke OCHOBATEJ/IbHO NoYaTble By ThbIJIKK C
BUHOM.

- A 2 BaM roBopto: ObITb TOro He MOXXeT! - rpoxoTas MO oTeL, BOMHCTBEHHO
pa3Maxmeasa KybkoMm n ensa He NposinBas ero cogepxmmoe. - YTobbl KTO-TO BEPHYJICA
c NycTowewn, oa euwle 1 pa3biCKan ApakoHbe naama?! Yenyxa! Henenble cnyxu!

- B Tom n peno, Benep, - He MeHee aMOLMOHaNbHO BO3paXkas emy sopa Panc, nepsbin
COBETHUK, - Ha NPUrpaHNYHON 3acTaBe CBOUMUN rnasamum sugenu! N cornagatan us
MpuHa noaTeep>xpatoT! PenpeH BepHyncs ¢ MNMycTowen XXNBEXOHEK U1 eLle 1 cocypn C
nocnegHMM gpakoHbUM NaaMmeHeM pa3nobbisi! 3TO TOYHO He CAyXU U He BpaHbe!
MocnenHee opakoHbe niamMsa B knaHe Apenc! A ecnu ewle y4nTbiBaTb, 4TO PengeH BO



BCeyC/ibllLlaHMe 3as8BUJ1 0 CBOEM HaMepeHUn 6opoThbCs 3a TPOH NCTUHHOIO KOPOAS... -
OH MHOI03Ha4YUTENbHO 3amMoJyal.

- Jla 4TO 3TUM BbIpOLKaM BCe HenMeTCs! - oTeLl rpy3HO ONyCTUJICA B KPeC10 BO rnase
cTona. - bpaTtua ero yébunu, Tak Hago 6bi10 3aayMaThCs, He 1e3Tb HUKyaa! Tak HeT
»Ke - HOBbIN BEPXOBHbLIN flopA KnaHa! [la ewe u ¢ ApakoHbUM NnameHeM! A gaBHO
rOBOPWJI, 4TO BCEX MX HAaOOo OblN10 Bbipe3aTb N0 0gHOMY!

N cHoBa nogHancsa reant. KOHeYHO, n3Be4YHas BpaXkha KJlaHOB - TeMa
Heunc4yepnaemas. Ho 06 3TOM OHM MOrAM roBopmuTb YacaMu, a s XXAaTb He cobmnpanacs.
Mooowia K oTuy.

Cyasa no KpacHbiM 6enkam rnas, oH iBHO y>ke Hecnabo npunoxxuacsa K BuHy. Ho Bpag
nn oT 3Toro nogobpen.

- Yero Tebe? - BeCbMa He0BOJIbHO MONHTEepecoBascs oH. Cuaauwme 3a CTOJIOM MUTOM
npuTnxnun. EctecTtBeHHo, Bce NpMBAMIKEHHbIE MPeKpPacHO 3Haan 06 OTHoLEHUN
BEPXOBHOI0 JIOpAa KO MHE U ABYX MOMX HEMPOCTUTENbHbIX MPecTynseHunsx. Bo-
nepBbiX, YTO POANSIACHL A HE MasbYMKOM. N BO-BTOPLIX, 4TO BO MHE COBCEM HET Maruu.
Ho ma>ke Moli oTey He MOr MOWTW NPOTMB NPaBUJI.

- Kak 0o4b BEPXOBHOIO JlopAa KJaHa, s Tpebyio CBOero C/ioBa Ha COBETE, - KaK U
nosiaranock No TpaauLum, NponsHecna x.

- N? - Bce )xe cHu3owesn oH. - [laBan 6bICTPO, Mbl TYT Ba>XHbl€ BOMPOChI PELUAEM.

Habpas nobonblle BO34yXa, A pelnTesIbHO 03BY4YMN1a CBOE KOLYHCTBEHHOE
HaMepeHue:

- 91 He corslacHa CcTaTb XXeHow nopaa Xapasbaa U3 knaHa Padegs.

OTeL 4YyTb BMHOM He MomnepxHyJscs.

- Y710 Tbl Hecewb?! Tebe, HUKYEMHOW N TONILKO NMO30pPSLLEN HAaCc cBOen Be3napHOCThLIO,
HaKOHEeL-TO AaH WaHC NMPUHEeCTM KNaHy nonb3y! [la Tbl 4O/IXKHA OEHHO N HOLLHO
bnarogapuTtb 60roB 3a Takyto MUNOCTb!



- 91 He cornacHa cTaTb XeHon Xapajsbha U3 kKnaHa Padepn, - ynpsasMo nostopunia .

OTLI,y SAABHO XOTeJIOCb CKa3aTb 4YTO-TO BpoAe «Koro BOJIHyeT TBOEM MHEHUe», HO Npwu
coBeTe BCe XXe He CTall.

- A Yyero e Tbl Xo4elWb? - MUJIOCTUBO NONHTEPECOBAJICA OH.

- 9 Xxo4y caMa pacrnopsXKaTbCsl CBOEM XN3HbIO. M cYnTalo, YTO KaXKabl YE0BEK B
MMpe MMeeT Ha 3TO NpaBso.

OTel rNaHy Ha MeHs TakK, CJIOBHO XOTeN B3rnagom ybutb Ha MecTe. XJIOMHYJ
KYJlaKoM Mo CTony.

- Xo4yellb pacrnops>XaTbCs CBOEN XU3HbIO, 3Ha4YUT?! Ka)Kabi U3 Hac 06s3aH CyXuTb
Ha 6naro knaHa! U Tbl B TOM Yncne! He yctpanBaeT Tebs 3aMy»XeCcTBO C XapasibaomM,
TOorga OOKaXku, 4TO Thl NOJIE3HA KJNIaHY KakK-ToO nHa4ve! K npuMmepy... - OH Ha MUl
3a4yMasiCa U TYT »Ke BeCbMa A0BOJIbHbI OCEHEHHOW Uaeewn BbiMaaua: - 3Ha4YnT Tak!
HNobynb ons KnaHa cocyn Cc nocnegHMM gpakoHbUM naaMmeHem!

OH B cBOEM yMe?!

B cBoeMm. l1poCcTo napesaeTcs...

- Ecnv Tbl NpuHeceLlb MHe 3Ty PeJIMKBUIO, 1 HE TOJIbKO M03B0JII0 Tebe He BbIXOAUTb
3aMyX, 4... la a Tebsa ceoen HacnegHuuen obbasno! NaBon KnaHa cTaHewsb! Bee,
BCe C/IbllWann? - XoxoTasa OH. - [1ato CQI0BO BEPXOBHOI0 siopAa, UMEHHO Tak 1 caenato!

CMedanuncb BCe: N NOYTEHHblEe COBETHUKUN, N CeoB/lacble BOMHbLI, U Ka3Hayeun, n cTpaxka
Yy ,EI,BGpEI7I. Haxe CTaprI7I Mno4YTH rnyx0|7| apxXxmMmar OT CMeXa NOXPHKUBaJl, XO0TA BpALd JIN
Oa>Xe NMNoHnMalsl, 4To NMPoOnCxXoaunT.

BOT ToNbKO MHe 6b1s10 COBCEM He A0 cMexa. [nyno 6b110 paccynTbiBaTh, 4TO OTELl
OTHECEeTCS KO MHE CO CHUCXoXAeHneM... CKoJIbKo 1 cebsa moMHUMa, OH Bce
COKpYyLUIancs, 4TO y HEro Ao4Yepu, a He CbIHOBbSA. M ecnim Moux cecTep cnacana
0[lapeHHOCTb Marvemn, To MeHs He crnacaJsio HUYero.



Tak NpoBO>XKaeMas XOXOTOM 5 MOKUHYa 3a. YTo Xe Tenepb genatb?.. JobbITb cocyn
C nocnefHUM APaKOHbUM MNJjaMeHeM HepeasibHOo. Ecain ycabiwaHHOe - NnpaBAaa, U
penukema 1 Bnpasny y 3Toro PenpgeHa, C NPOKAATLAMU MOMUHAEMOr0 OTLLOM KaXKabli
AeHb, TO Aieslo COBCEM MMJ10XO...

- CMOTpIO, Thbl ONATH ONO30pPUIaCh, - B KOPUAOPE y>Ke noakapaynmeana Kopaenus.
HaBepHsaka noacnywuveana ot 1 go. CMoTpesia Ha MeHS CHUCXOOUTENbHO U Aaxke
NblTasacb M306pa3nTb COYYBCTBUE.

- BMecTo TOro, 4tobbl 3n10pancTBoBaTh, Ayywe 6bl MomMorna, - ocagmna ee 5. - Tol Xe
TONIbKO CAULLUb N BUANLWb, KakK CTaTb XXeHoW Xapanba. A Befb eC/in 5 CMOory
n3bexxaTb 3TOro 6paka, TO HEBECTOM YK TOYHO CTaHEeLb Thl. B TBOMX Xe nHTepecax
He Npe3puTeNbHO PbipKaTb, @ NPUIOXKUTb BCE CUJIbl, 4TOObI Y MEHS BCE MOYyYMI0Ch.

Kopaoenusa Bce ke nepecTtana nsobpakaTb Npe3puTenbHOCTb. Bce-Takm cnyd4anuceb y
MoOen cecTpbl Npobneckn afekBaTHOCTN.

- BuBunaH, a g 4TOo MOry caenatb? [la)ke y HallnUxX Maros He XBaTUT MOryLlecTBa
3aM0Jly4nTb COCYL C NJaMeHeM, He TO, YTO Y MeHsd. A, MOXXeT, 014 OAeBYLKN U
BblalOWadaCd, HO BCE pPaBHO yCTYMato J'II'O6OMy MY>X4YUNHE.

- [la 6e3gHa C HUM, C 3TUM MJIAaMEHEM, - B cepauax oTBeTuna A. - Ho, Kak mar, Tbl Xe
MOXKelb 060pBaTb POACTBEHHYIO MPUBA3b, 4TOOLI A X0TA 6bl cbexxaTb oTClOAa
cMorna?

- BoT cpa3y BUAHO, 4TO Tbl HNYEr0O He NOHMMaeLb B Marmn! Takoe MHe BoobLLe
HenoaBnacTHO! - Kopaenus pesko 3aMonyana, 6yaTo BCNOMHMUAA YTO-TO. BCTBEHHO
3akonebanacb 1 BCe XKe NpousHecna, NOHMU3MB roJIoC A0 LWenoTa: - 3Haelb, a BeAb
KOe-4TO caeslaTb MOXKHO... {1 cibllWwana, €CTb OANH MOTyLLEeCTBEHHbIN Mar. U ero
MOryLLECTBO CTOJIb BEIMKO, YTO OH crnocobeH Ha 4To yrogHo! Cpean 6abyLKNHBbIX
KHWF MO MarMm MHe Kak-TO pa3 nonasocCb 3aKJIMHaHMe ero nNnpusbiBa, NogBaacTHoe
haxke NycTbilKam Bpoge 1ebsa. U, rnaBHoe, TaM 3aKJIMHaHWE TakKoe, YTO Mar 3TOT HU B
KOEM CJly4ae He CMOXKEeT B MOMOLLN OTKa3aTb. Ecnn Tebe KTO-TO 1 cnocobeH NnoMoub,
TO TOJIbKO OH.

A He Bepuna Kopagenuu. Het, oHa, KOHeYHo, caenana 6kl BCce, nWb B6bl OT MeHS
n36aBnUTbLCS U CaMOW CTaTb HEBeCTOM Xapaabha. Ho noa «coenana Bce» MOXeET BbITb
He TO/IbKO aKTUBHAs MOMOLLb, HO N KakKasa-HMbyab HEMOMEPHasa NaKoCTb.



TonbKo Kakon Bbibop? Cbe)xxaTb 51 HE CMOry, N0 POACTBEHHOW NPUBA3N yXXe Yepe3
rnapy OHewn oTbIWYT 1 cpa3y BepHYT. [la Xapasnba He NOCTEeCHAETCH YyTb JIM He 3a
BOJIOCbl MEHS K aNTapto NoTawmnTb, B3ayManm 8 npotuBuTbca! Boibopa, no cytu, n
HeT...

- Pazpobyaellb Anst MEHS 3TO 3aKJIMHAHWE? - TUXO nonpocuna .

- 3anpocTo, - Kopaoenus ysepeHHo ynblbHynacb. - Mo)Xellb Ha MEHS pacCYUTbIBATb.

BepHYBLUINCL B CBOO KOMHATY, S NepBbIM AEe/I0M pacrnaxHysa okHo. Ciy>XaHKa,
npunbunpasnck, BCerga ero 3aTeBopssa, a 8 YyBCcTBoBasla cebsi YyTb JIN He
3aMypoBaHHOWN. Beyepeno, npoxnanHbli BETEPOK MPUHEC apoMaThl feca,
PACKMHYBLLErocs Ha XoJMax.

Tam, B camon Yawobe, MasieHbKMN YIOTHBIN OMUK JSIeCHOW BeAyHbW... Moen
babyLiku... IX, KakK xe HeBoBpeMs OHa yexana!

CnoXXHO, Korga He K KoMy 0bpaTuTbcs XoTsa Obl 3a coBeTOM. MaMa fa)ke 3a rnasa He
nocMesna 6ol NPOTUBOPEYNTHL CBOEMY MYXKY. XKanloBaTbCA S HE MPUBbLIKAA, HO cenyac
TakK X0TesloCb, 4TOOblI KTO-TO CKa3a, MoJ, Bce obonpeTtcs, Tol 0ba3aTesibHO
cnpasBuwbCA... Ho A cTapanacb He packucaTb. Bce paBHO BbIXO U3 C/IOXKUBLLENCS
cuTyauumn gosikeH 6biTb. MoXeT, n Bnpasay niaH Kopaenum ¢ HeeegoMbIM
MOryLeCTBEeHHbIM Marom cpaboTtaeT... A TO OT 04HOWN MbIC/IN O BO3MOXXHOM Bpake ¢
Xapanb4oM CTaHOBWIOCh TOLWHO. HeT, OH BCcerga cMoTpes Ha MeHs Tak, CJIOBHO roTOB
HaKUHYTbCA. HO A HUKOrga He BoCrnpuHUMasia 3To BCcepbes. BeixoouT, 3p4...

Kopaenusa npuiwlna, Korga y>xe ctTeMHeno.

- Moxewb He BnarogapuTb, - Bpy4usa MHe NoTpenaHHbI CBUTOK CO CJTIOMaHHON
ne4vaTbto. - TONbLKO, CamMa NoHMMaelb, 06 3ToM HK cnoBa. Ecam oTey y3HaeT, Na0Xxo
npupeTtca Ham obeunm.

- Camo cobon, - 91 KuBHyNna. - Bce Tonbko mexay Hamu. M Bce xe cnacmbo.



- He pna tebsa ctapatoch, - Kopaenmsa dblipkHyna, HO TyT e 6e3 aMouunin noscHuNa: -
CMOTpu, 3aKJIMHaHME HanMcaHo Ha ApeBHe-a/iepTCKoM, HO Tebsa Beab Bbabylka y4una,
HaCKOJIbKO S 3Hat0. Tak 4TO CMOXXeLUb NPoYecTb. [NnaBHOe, BCIyX, BHATHO, HO He
rPoMKO. Takume 3akJnHaHuUA NbAT TaMHCTBEHHOCTb.

- N 4yTo ByneT, Koraa s ero npoyTy?

- MoHATMA He uMelo, - oHa noxkana nsevyamu. - Cama a €ero HM pasy He NMpuMeHsna.
Ho, no naee, poskeH cpasy e nosaBuTbCA Mar. M3-3a 3aknmMHaHus 6yoeT B MOJIHOM
NoAYNHEHWNN.

- A 370 BoObLLE HOPMAIbHO, YTO HEKWNI MOTYLLECTBEHHbIN Mar y Apyrux Ha
noberyukax? - yCoMHuUMAch 1.

- BoT BepHeTcd babyuwika, y Hee 1 CrpoCuLLb, ee e CBUTOK, - Kopaoenus
HampaBuaacb K ABeEpU. - Yaauu.

EnBa oHa BbIWwa, A 3anepna aAsepb. C rynko 6blowmmcsa cepaLeM o4eHb akKypaTHO
pa3BepHyJia BETXU CBUTOK. 3aK/IMHAHNE OKa3aJloCb KOPOTKUM, BCEro YeTbipe
CTPOYKM. MpoynTaTb A MOrna, HO CMbIC/Ia He MoHUMana. Bugnmo, onsi 0Co3HaHUS
nobbIX Marn4yeCcKnx TEKCTOB, HE3AaBUCMMO OT A3blKa, Hy>XKHa Marus.

CTapaﬂCb He cbnTbCs, 9 TUXO npo4dynTalsla HannmcaHHoe BCJ1YX.

N Hn4ero He npomn3ownio. AbcontoTHO!

A pa>ke K okHy nogbexxana, BbIrNAHyNa. Bopyr HeBegomMbii mar TaM. Ho HeT...

Mo>xeT, 3TO N He 3aK/InHaHne Bosce? Nnm npobnema B TOM, 4TO 4 He mar? Nnu...

- Ecnm 6ypewb Tak B OKHO BbICOBbIBATbCHA, TO BCE TBOU NpobsieMbl pellaTbCa camun
cobon. NMocMepTHO, - pa3aasica CNOKOMHbLIA FOM0C 3a MOEn CNUHON. - A BOT A 6eaHbIN
TaK M OCTaHYCb My4YUMbI NO6ONLITCTBOM, 3a4€M »Xe Tbl MEeHS Npu3Basa.

A pe3ko obepHynachk, eaBa He BbIPOHUB CBUTOK.



Mocpean Moei KOMHaTbl CTOSIT MY>K4YMHa HeonpeaeneHHOro Bo3pacTta. Bpoae He
COBCEM CTapblil, HO NMPU 3TOM Y>K TOYHO AaJIeKO HEe MOoA0oN. TeMHbIe C Npocenbio
BOJIOChI 3aKpbIBaJIX MOJIOBUHY JINLIA, HO BCE PABHO yraAblBasnoCh, YTO CKPbITas YacTb
6ynTo nokpbiTa Yelwlyein. lpakoHbe NPOKASATbE?.. He3Hakomel, 6bin1 0feT BO BCE
4YepHOoeE, N YepHbIe XKe PYHbI MPOCTYMNaIN Ha KOXXEe y3/10BaTbIX NafbLEB.

- Tak Bbl NPOKAATLIN?.. - A Obl NONATUAACk, HO NMo3aaun 66110 OKHO. - U
BO0OABOK... TEMHbIN?

- Noxoxxe, TBOSA cecTpuua No4YeMy-To No3abbifa yTOYHUTb Takme aeTanu, ga? - oH C
noboNbITCTBOM oraages Mo KOMHaTy, OCTaHOBWI B3ris4 Ha MHe. - A Tbl JOBOJIbHO
3abaBHas. BnepBble BMXKY YenoBeKa, KOTOpPbIA CaM MeHS rnpu3BaJjl, HO Npu 3TOM eMy
HEeJI0BKO 0 4eM-nnbo cnpocuTsb.

Mony4yaeTcsa, Kopaenna Hapo4yHo MHe NOoACYHYJ/a 3TO 3aK/MHaHWe, HafaescCb, 4To
Bbl3BAHHbIA TEMHbIA Mar B APOCTVN MEHS YHUUYTOXUT 3a TaKylo HarnocTb. Hy oa, He
byneT MeHs - Xapaibf HaBepHsiKa BblbepeT MoK CTapLUyto CeCcTpy, BCE JIOFTNYHO.

- [lpocTuTe, 4 He 3HaNa, KTO Bbl, - 4 XO0Tesla NPOL0J/IKNTb, HO OH rlepe6|/|n:

- Huyero, xBaTuT TOro, 4to 51 0 Tebe 3Halo, - OH CeN B KPECJI0 U BbITAHYN HOrn. - U,
CKa)keM Tak, 3Halo He NepBbIN OeHb.

- Y710 Bbl 060 MHE 3HaeTe? - HAaCTOPOXKMNACh A.

OH NeroHbKOo B3MaxHyJ1 pyKaMu, U TYT XKe Yy Hero nosiemnaacb 4allka ¢, cyas no
apomaTy, 3eM/ISHUYHbIM YaeM. CaenaB rno0TOK, TEMHbIN YyTb JIEHUBO NPUHSANICSA
00 BbACHATDL:

- Tbl - CpegHAaa 0o4Yb BEPXOBHOMO siopAa KjaaHa MapuMm. TBoW oTew BCcerga Meyrtan o
CblHE, HO eMYy OblJI0 HANPOPOYEHO, YTO AETEN Y HEro poaAnUTCA BCero Tpoe. A B utore,
BOT BeAb MPOHUNSA CyabbObl, OKa3asnocCb, 4TO BCe - Ao4yepun. Ho TBOM cecTpbl HagesneHsbl C
POXAEHNA Marn4eCckMM OapomMm, a Tbl HET. N3-3a 4ero onsa otua Tbl...Kak 6bl noMarye
BbIpa3nTbCA...NnycToe MecTo. OH c4muTaeT Tebs No30poOM KiaHa, HN Ha 4YTO He roO4HOWN,
N cemyac cHacCT/IMB, 4TO YOacCTCH TaK BbirogHo cbbiTb Xapanbay. Tak...4To eLle... - OH
OEMOHCTPATUBHO 3aAyMasica. - M13-3a TaKoro OTHOLWIEHNS OTLa, TBOA MaTb TOXe
Bcerga tebs ctopoHuiacb, U TBOUM BOCMNUTAHNEM B OCHOBHOM 3aHMManacb 6abyluka.
N B utore, 4To Mbl MeeM? Tbl cBoOBoaoNIO6MBA, HO POACTBEHHAs MPUBA3b HE



no3sonnT Tebe yntn 6e3 paspelweHmns. Tbl CBOeHPaBHa, HO Tebe 3anpeLwanT v
NIMLIHEe CNOBO CKa3aTb. Thbl YMHaA, HO Tebe He Mo3BONAIOT TBOW YM NpPosBUTL. U,
HaKoHeLl, Tbl KpacuBa, HO Assa Tebs 3To 06epHYN0Cb 04EPXKMMOCTbIO Xapaibaa.
Hunyero He 3abbin?

He cAMWwKOM-TO NPUATHO, KOrga He3HaKoMbI Yesl0BEK CTOJIbKO O Tebe 3HaeT.
OcobeHHO ecnn 3TO NPOKAATLIN TEMHbIA Mar.

- N1 41O Xe, Bbl Tak 0 BCeX NI0AAX 3HaeTe? - Kak bbl Mexxay NpoYymm cnpocuna 1.

- HeT. Ho Thbl >)Ke He OJ15 3TOro MeHs NMpu3Basia, - OH LWEeNKHYJ NasblamMu, U Yallka C
4yaeMm ncyesna. Bctas ¢ kpecna, mar obolen BOKpyr MeHs. - UTak, Kakasi KOHKPETHO
nomolb Tebe Hy>KHa? Nnn cHoBa MHe CaMOMY 03BY4YUTbL?

B6au13n y>xe Obisla 3aMeTHa ceTO4YKa MOPLUUH Yy raa3s. Noxoxxe, Mary Bce e 0K0J10
naTnnecsaTn. BHewHe. A CKOJIbKO MO CYyTW, eC/I OH eLle APAaKOHOB 3acTan?..

- A pa3Be TEMHble KOMY-INHB0 NOMOratT? - C KpaHUM COMHEHMEM cripocuia f. - TeM
bonee npoknaTble...

YTO 0 TEMHbIX, YTO O NPOKJIATHLIX, paCcCKa3bl XOANIN TaKNe, YTO BOJIOCbl MO 1IN Ha
rosioBe 3aweBennTbCca. ATyT U TEMHbIN, U I'IpOKJ'IﬂTbII?I oaoHOBpPEMEHHO.

- A noyemy 6bl N HeT? - ynblbHYNca oH. U ynbibka cpa3y npeobpasuna ero nmuo. - 4
MOry caenaTb ang tebs Kkoe-41o. Ho n Thl 4O/KHA 3HaTb, 4TO Ntobas marnsa nmeet
CBOIO LeHy. [la)ke Te e uenntenn NcuensioT Koro-ambo nnuwb 3a cHeT COBCTBEHHbIX
XXU3HEeHHbIX cui. U Tak ¢ ntobon marnen. Yem oHa cusbHee, TeM 6osiblue 3a Hee LeHa.

- Nl KaKylo XXe nsaTy Bbl XOTUTE 3a CBOK NMOMOLLbL? - 1 HACTOPOXXMNACh eLle bonbuie.

B340XHYB, OH MOKayas rosI0BOW, MOJI, HY YTO 3a NAW.

- BuBunaH, Korga 4 ropopwumn o ueHe, 4 nMmesn B By, 410 nobasa marna Tak Uam nHade
NMOTOM ayKHETCH, noHMMmaelws? Ho B TBOEM CNTyaunnm CriaCeT TOJIbKO Marlru4. EcTb
OOVNH U3 OpeBHUX 3a0bIThIX npmnemos, 410 cenyac npmnoeTtcd o4eHb KCTaTW. 3710
FapaHTl/IpOBaHHbIVI ycnex, HO B TO K& BpeMAa U BGpOﬂTHbIIZ puncCkK.



- Mo)xeTe 06bACHUTL MOKOHKpeTHee? - nornpocuna . CTpaHHO, HO TEMHBbI
HeBeAOoMbIM 06pa3oM pacnonaran K cebe. o KpanHel Mepe, CTpaxa COBCEM He
BbI3bIBaJl.

- AbcontoTHana yaada, - CHoBa yNbIOHYICS OH.

- To ecTb? - He NoHANa 4. - B KakoM cMmbIcne?

Ho ero Mmoe HenoHMMaHWe He pa3apakasio. Tepnenmso 06bACHAN:

- B >XN3HN MOXXHO [06UTLCA, Yero yrogHo. OKa3aTbCs B HY)>KHOE BPEMS B HY)KHOM
MecCTe, CKa3aTb Hy>XHble csioBa... Kakon 6bl HM Bbina Lenb, Bcerga ectb Hekas
onpefesieHHasa nocsefoBaTesIbHOCTb COOLITUI, KOTOpas NpuBeneT K 3Ton uenun. Ho
npobsiemMa B TOM, 4TO JIIOAN MNOMPOCTY HEe 3HAIOT 3TY MOCNEeA0BaTENbHOCTb. Tak N B
TBOEM c/ly4ae. YTo TaM cTpeboBan c Tebs oTeu?.. NpnHeCcTn emy cocypn C NocaeaHNM
APaKOHbMM MJaMeHeM, Tak?

- Hey>xenn n 310 peanbHO? - NOKa BEpPUJIOCb C TPYAOM.

- XM, Oan-Ka noayMmaThb... PeanbHo 51 3abpaTb peNnKBUIO y TOro, KTo caM aobbin ee
ellBa /11 He LieHOW CBOEW XN3HN? Y TOro, KTO HE Ha NMYyCTOM MECTE CJIbIBET BE/IMKNM
BOMHOM W O0JAapPeHHbIM Marom? Y Toro, KTo nocsie cMepTu cTapliero 6paTta cmor
06beANHNTL KJ1aH, CTaTb BEPXOBHbLIM JIOPJOM U Ternepb roTOB Ha BCe, YTOObI
3aMoly4YnTb TPOH UCTUHHOIO KOPOJIA?.. - TEMHbIN BbIPA3UTENIbHO Ha MEHS TAHY U
TYT XKe 3anpocTo BblAaNn: - BnosHe peanbHo. MpocTo, Kak 1 Be34e, Hy>XHa
onpenesieHHasa nocjsiefoBaTesIbHOCTb AENCTBUIA. U 3aknaTbe ABCONOTHOM yaa4n Kak
pa3 Taku 3Ty NOC/ie40BaTE/IbHOCTb U BOMJIOLLAET.

- N B 4eM noABox? - TYT »Ke crpocuna 5. - Bbl XXe ckasanu, 4To y BCEro ecTb CBOSA
LeHa.

- ObpaTHasa CTOpoHa 3TOro 3akNATbA B ero HeobpaTumocTn. OHO AEeNCTBYeT BCEro
CYTKM, HO 3@ 3TN CYyTKWN 4YesloBEK NPONAET BCO LEeno4vKy cobbiTnn. To ecTb, ecnn gns
OOCTVIXKEHNS eI HY>KHO NPonona3Tu B NoA3eMesibe NN HaJloBUTb MELLOK 3Men - BCe
310 ByneT caenaHo, fa)ke NpoTUB BOJIU. POBHO Ha CyTKKM 4YesnioBek Hapg cobon He
BJIAaCTEH, CTAHOBUTCSA YacCTblO 3aKIATbsA. HO, - csioBHO 66l camomy cebe Bo3pa3ni OH, -
€CTb N HepyLIMMble rapaHTun! B ntTore xoTb Kak YeNI0BEK OCTAETCS XXUBOW U
HeBpeaoUMbIN U K TOMY XXe 0O0CTUraeT 3aBeTHOW Lenn.



- To eCTb €Cin A MPUMEHIO 3TO 3aKNATbe, TO TOYHO 3anosyyy ApakoHWUI cocya? U npu
3TOM CaMa [a)ke He nocTpajal? - 3ByYasio C/IMWIKOM 3aMaH4MBO.

- IMeHHO Tak, - TeMHbIN KNUBHY. - HO ecnn BAPYr Thl HA NOANYTW NepeayMaellb,
N3MEHUTb HMUYEero He CMoXKelb. Kak nocnyuwHas MapuoHeTKa Tbl BbIMOJHULW b BCHO
nocsenoBaTeNIbHOCTb COObITUN. [Ja)ke ecnm 3To HU4YeM Tebe He rpo3unT, 3BY4YUT
nyratoulie, noHMMat. Tak 4To pelwan cama, 4yero Tbl bonwbca 6onbe. MNponTn NyTh
3aKNATbA NN XKe CTaTb 6e3BOSIbHOW NMPYLLKOWN XeCTOKOro Mmep3asLa Xapasabaa.

Mar cHoBa cen B KpecCJsio U BbhkuaalLule CMOTpes Ha MeHs, TepnennBo NoCcTyKMBas
najbuamMmun opyr o gpyra.

- CKaKuTe, a BaM KaKkas BbIroa MHe rnoMoraTb? - 1 TOXKe He cBoAusa C Hero
B3rnanaa.

- Mos Bbiroga Tebe HM4YeM He rpo3nT. CoBepLUIEHHO. 1 HNYEro He BO3bMY 3@ 3TO HU C
Tebs, HU C TBOUX POoAHbIX. HM cevac, HM B ByayLleMm, - OH Ha4YepTua B BO3AyxXe
NblAOWY PYHY UCTUHHOCTU. TOYHO He Aran... - Mou MOTUBLI - 3TO TOJIbKO MOU
MOTMBbI. CKa)KeM TakK, Yy MeHsl He Tak MHOro pa3BJie4eHun, a TyT byaeT BecbMa
3abaBHO HabnaaTh, - OH YNbIOHYICSA, - TONbKO U BCero. Hy 4To, BusmaH? Yto
CKaxkewWwb? ECM NpMMEHUTb 3aKNATbe NPSAMO Celnyac, TO POBHO Yepe3 CYTKU Thbl CHOBA
OKa)XXeLlbCA 3[eChb XX€, B CBOEN KOMHaTe. Ho y)xe ¢ ApakKoHbUM naamMeHeM. Ul npu 3Tom
XKU1Bas, HEBpeauMas, Aake HU OAMH BOJIOC C FoJ10Bbl He yraaeT. Pewan.

Bce-Taku B 4eM-TO TOYHO Obl1 NOABOX... [MycTb Mar He nran, Ho Npen4vyyBcTBUE
noacKasbliBajo, 4TO MPOCTO 1 JIEFKO TOYHO He 6y,£I,ET.

Ho c opyron CTOpoHbl, a Kakoun BbIbop?

- XopoLuo, s cornacHa, - pelnTenbLHo oTBeTuAa 1. - YTo oT MeHs noTpebyeTca?

- He naHnMKoBaTb, TOJIbKO N BCEro, - Mar no)<a njie4yaMu c TakMm BUAOM, CJIOBHO
peyb LA 0 CYLUNX MYCTSKax. - 3HA4YMT, NOAbITOXMM. Korga s 3anyLly 3akNsTbe, Thl
POBHO Ha CYTKW NepecTaHelb cobol ynpaBnaTb. He BOIHYNCS, HUKAKNX Y>KACHbIX
NMOCTYMKOB He COBEpPLUNLLb. Sl y>Ke Npocneann Lenoyky cobbiTuii, Beayumx K TBoen
LLeNn, U HUYero CTPaLWIHOro TaM HeT. Ho NoBTOpSto, 3aKNATbe He npepBaTb. OHO
byneT nobyxaaTb Teba Aenatb TO, YTO HEO6XOAMMO, U MPOTUBUTLCS 3TOMY Thbl HE



cMoXKellb. Ecnn Hago 6yaeT NonTu HanpaBo, Thl U NOMAELLb HaNpaBo, Kak 6bl BAPYT
HW 3aX0TeNloCb MATU HaneBo. Ho, Kak s 1 FOBOPWJI, HE CATYYUTCS HUYEro Takoro, Y4To
MorJio 6bl MPUYNHNTL XOTb Manenwmnin Tebe Bpen. MpocTo 06bIYHO Ntoaen nyraeT
MMEHHO HEKOHTPOIMPYEMOCTb. Thl Byaellb BCe BUAETb, OLLYLIATh, 0CO3HABATb, HO
N3MEHNTb X0 COObITUI HE CMOXKeLlb. CMbIC/ MOHATEH?

- BrnionHe, - 5 KnBHyna. CTpalHOBATO, KOHEYHO, HO PYHA NCTUHHOCTU HEPYLUMMO
rapaHTUPYyeT, YTO TEMHbIA FOBOPUT MpaBay. A 3Ha4YnT BCce obonpeTcs. - 4 roTosa.

- BoT n oTnnyHo, - Mmar BCTan € Kpecna, noTep naaoHn, byato oHn 3amepsnn. - Torga
Ha4yHeM, - BAPYr YCMEXHYJCS.

- Y107 - CHOBa HaCTOpPOXWNJiacCb 4.

- [la Tak, nogyMmanocb BOopyr, 4To Tebe HaBepHSAKa NMOHPaABATCSA BUAbl [LJpaKOHbeEro
YTeca, - 3arafgo4Ho ynblbHyNCSA OH.

Ho oTBeTUTb A HUYEro He ycnena, Nnepea ria3amMmm pa3opBaslacb spkKas BCMbILLKa.

PenpeH

- Ox, noppa PenpgeH, 3To 6anb3am a8 Moero CTaporo cepgua 3HaTb, 4TO Bbl TOXe
byneTte 60poTbCS 3a TPOH, - NOXXWAOW NIOPA Aundep CTeneHHo BbilWarmsean no
rpPaBUNHON [OPOXKKe cafda. To 1 Aeno orfa>kmBas CBOK OKNagucTyto bopoay € Takum
cocpenoTo4eHHbIM BUAOM, byaTo 60a5cs, 4TO OHa Kyada-HMbyab aeHeTcs. - 4
C/AbILAn, B OXKHbIX KNaHax y>xe Habpasnocb HeMano KaHanaaToB. K cHacTbio, U y Hac,
CeBEpPHbIX, €CTb, YeM UM OTBETUTb. Ml INYHO A HX Ha MTHOBEHME He COMHEBAaloCb, Y4TO
nobepna 6ynet nMeHHO 3a BaMu. LLlyTKa nn - BepHyTbCA ¢ NycTowwen xnsbim!
Mpr3HaloCb, MeHA My4aeT ntbonbITCTBO, YTO Bbl TaM BUAEAN, KakK Bbibpanunce u,
rnaBHOE, Kak CMOI/In OTbICKaTb NOC/eAHee ApakoHbe nnamMs. Beob camun ApakoHbl
NOKWUHYJIN HaLl MNP HaCTOJIbKO OABHO, YTO faXKe YroJsibKa OT HUX 34eCb He 0CTasloCh.

- Cocyp C NlaMeHeM yLenes CoOBepLUeHHO C/ly4alHo. MHe NpoCcTOo NMoBe3J10, - BEXJ/INBO
oTBeTuN PeligeH, He cobupanca BOaBaTbCs B nNogpobHoCTM.



Nopa Ovdep gBHO BbI pa3ovapoBaH, YTO yYBJIeKATE/IbHOIO pacCkasa He nocsepyert,
HO HaCTaunBaTb He CTaJl.

- [lpn3HaTbCA, Mbl BCe Oblin HEMano BCTPEBOXEHLI, KOI'da NMNoAaABuMCAH OrHEHHbIN
nocjiaHHMK. Beob OaBHO yxe 6orn He paBann o cebe 3HaTbL. A TYT WaHC O6peCTI/I
NCTUHHOro Kopona! Hapewch, Bbl BbIMOJIHUTE BCE UX HAaYasibHble ycnosvm?

MpekKpacHO NOHMMas, Kyaa OH KJIOHUT, PerijeH BCe TaK »Xe COXpPaHs
HEBO3MYTUMOCTb:

- Camo cobon. HacyeT copaTHUKOB «no oba nneda» s cpa3dy onpeagenunca. N tenepb
BOMPOC JINLWb 3@ «A0CTONHON HEBECTOW>.

- Na-ga, «HeBeCcTon, 4OCTONHOM CTaTb CNYTHULLEN XXU3HU UCTUHHOIMO KOPONA», - He
6e3 yaoBONLCTBMSA NPOLMTUPOBAs CN0Ba NoC/aHHUKa nopha Audep. - U, Kak 1
MOHMMalo, UMeHHO NO3TOMY Bbl 30eCb?

- 9 HacnblWaH, YTO Balla A0Yb NPEKPACHa N Marn4yeckn ogapeHa. aeanbHbin
BapuaHT ans byayuiero Koposs.

XoTsa gna 6onbluen ngeasbHOCTU He nMomeLasno xoTs bbl pa3 ee yBnaeTb U
NOroBopuTb. PeliaTb BOMPOC XXeHUTbLObI BCaienyto - TOT ewe puck. Ho BeibupaTb He
MPMXoaAnI0oCh. Y Ka)XA0oro KjiaHa CBOU 3aKOHbI, U nopAd Oudep ckpbiBaa CBOKO A0Y4b,
KaK pelKUN LBETOK B OpaHXXepee, KOTOPbIN 3aBAHET OT Yy>XUX B3r/IS40B.

Jlopa enBa He 3anbIXTen OT rop4oCTu:

- be3 coMHeHnA, nMeHHO Tak. Mos [J>KaHesb - HacTosALWaa KpacaBuLa, a yX ee
Marm4yeckomy gapy atobon mar 6bl no3aBuaoBan. NpM3HaKOCb, MHOMME NMPOCUNN ee
PYKW, HO 51 BCEM OTKa3blBal. HO Bbl, Iopa PenpgeH, 3acny>XnBaeTe MOEN AoY4epU Kak
HUKTO Apyron. BpemeHa cenyac HeNpPoCThbIe, N CO3 C BalUMM KJSIaHOM HaM NpoCcTo
Heobxoaum.

- bnaropapto. Ho ecTb oaHO Ba>kHoe ycsioBue. OrHEeHHbIN MOC/aHHNK CO0bLWMA BCEM
BCé 0QMNHAKOBO, HO KOE-4TO rnoBefas ToJIbKO MHe, Kak obnagaTento naamMmeHun.
LlepeMOHNSA MOMOJIBKM [0J1)KHa COCTOATLCA 3aBTPa HOYbIO B CTapoM Budgepackom
3aMKe, [JpakoHbeM YTece. N oba3aTeNnbHO TanHOo. TONIbLKO NPU TaKMX YCJI0BUAX COHO3



OyneT 3akpeneH aobbITon MHOK pesInKBUEN.

- lpakoHbeM YTece? [a ewe n TanHo? - nopa Oudgep Ha mur Haxmypuncs. lNMoxoxe,
eMy Kyaa 6onblie XxoTenoCb YyCTPOUTb MbILLUHOE TOPXXECTBO 34eCb, Y cebs. - HTo X,
pa3 3To ycnoBue 60ros, To TaK TOMY 1 ObITb... 3aBTpPa K NOJIYHO4YN MOS A04b TANHO
npubyneT Tyna. Ho BCe e HagelCb, Mocae Mbl CMOXXEM YCTPOUTb NPa3aHUK, Kak n
rnosnaraeTcs.

- BceHenpemeHHo. MpocTo BCeMy CBoe BpeMs.

3aMoK [pakoHuin YTec 6bin 3abpolleH ewe ¢ Tex BpEMEH, KOraa MUP NOKNHY N
nocnegHme ApakoHbl. MHOrMe cHMTanm 3To MeCTO NPOKAATbLIM, OKPY>XKHble 3eMKn Mo-
npe>xHeMmy nyctoBanun. I caMm 3aMoOK Ha 06pbiBE CMOTPEICH YrPIOMO 1 3/10BELLE.

- Hy n mecTeuko! - Mnkasn ynep pykn B 6oka n ornagen 6oiBLLUNN LLepeMOHNaIbHbIN
3a/. - He 3Halo, Kak Bbl, HO 51 HE B CMJIaX CMOTpPeTb Ha Hero Tpe3BbIMU r1a3aMu.

- Tl B MocnenHee BpeMs HU Ha 4YTO He CnocobeH CMOTpeTb TPe3BbIMU r1a3amu, -
npoBopYan nopn TaHOH.

- He a Takon, gaas, Myup Takol, - TOT noXkasa naedamu. - JlagHo, nonay nonwobytocb
MEeCTHOWN pa3pyxomn.

MpnxBaTNB CBOI CeaesibHYl0 CYMKY, OH HanpaBWUCS K IECTHULE.

- NycTb npet, - PengeH He cTan ocTaHaBAMBaTb Maaawero 6paTta. - Ha uepeMoHun
OH HU K 4YeMy. (naBHoe, 4TOo6bl, HANUBLLUWCL, TYT C 6aLLUHN HE BbIBANNJICS.

- Ho Koe B 4eM OH npaB., - Iopa TaHOH NpoLuesica Nno 3ajy, NpuxpamblBas n
npnanpyYmMBo pa3rnanbiBas ob6pbiBKM robesieHoOB Ha CTeHax C n3obpakeHnem
OPaKOHOB. - He camoe ny4ylwee MecTo A9 CTOJIb BaXKHON LLepeEMOHUN... 30eCb eCTb
Marma?

- [la, ewe opeBHNAs, HO COBCEM HEMHOr O, - PengeH Ha HECKOJIbKO MTHOBEHUI
MPUKPbIA rnasa. MoToKM cuabl OWYLWaNncb, HO cnabble, No4YTK yracwune. OHKM
CXOAWNCb UMEHHO 3€eCb, B 3TOM MecTe. Ho paHblUe 3aMKN U CTPOUAN TakK, 4TOObI



Ll,epeMOHI/IaJ'IbeIIZ 3an b1 Marn4ecknm cocpepnoTtodmnem.

- He Tak Ba>XHO, KaK BbIrNa4QUT 3TO MecTo, Aa44. [lpoBeneM LLepeMoHUIo U yenem.

- [lonHo4b coBCceM cKopo. lopa HaM y)Xe BCTpeyaTb TBOK HEBECTY, - lopa TaHOH
HampaBwW/ICA K apo4YHOMY Bbixoay. O TOM, YTO KOrga-Tto TyT Obin OBepn, HalrmoMnHaJin
JNwb MaCCUBHbIE pPXXaBble MeTn.

- [a, noem, - PengeH Hanocnenok BCe e rnoracusl HECKOJIbKO Marn4yeckmx CrosioxoB.
MycTb ny4ywe 3pecb byneT He Tak ceeTno. [loyb iopaa Audepa, cynsa no Bcemy,
OYeHb N3HEeXXeHa U TOYHO NpUAaeT B y>Kac Npu Buae uapswero B 3aMKe 3anyCcTeHus.

BopoTa [lJpakoHbero yTeca BbIXOAWAM Ha CTapylo A0POry, Aasblie NpocTUpancs nec.
Houyb BblZlasiacb CBETJION, HO BCe e PenaeH co3nan y Bxoaa rnobosibLie Crosoxos.

- A 4TO, ecnun 3Ta [>KaHes b Ha CaMOM feJie CTpallHa Kak OUKUin auenc? - asaas
CJ/I0BHO Obl MbICIK ero npo4dunTan. - MoxeT, nopa Oudgep noTomMy N CKpbiBasa ee 0To
BCeX, 4TOObl 3apaHee XXeHNUX0B HE CANYrHYTb?

- Tbl )Xe 3Haelb, MHe HeobxoauM 3ToT bpak. 9 AONIXKEH CTaTb KOposeMm, a be3
BbIMNOJIHEHNSA BCEX YCJ/IOBUI 3TO HEBO3MOXXHO. Tak 4TO, ecnu [)KaHes b He TaK YX U
NnpeKpacHa, BCE PaBHO 3TO HMUYEro He U3MEHUT. MeHs NHTepecyeT Nnllb ee
Marmnyeckas olapeHHoOCTb.

- Xopowo 6kl ewe Mnkaen 40 KOHLA LLEPEMOHUN Ha Fla3a He NOoKa3biBaJiCA. ITOT-TO
TOYHO NANHET 4YTO-HUBbYOb HeneuenpuaTHoeE.

PengeH nomopwmnnca. HenyTtesbin maagwunmn 6pat 6bin ToW ewe ronosHom 6onbto. Ho
n 6pocnTb ero Ha Npon3Bosa cyabbbl OH He Mor.

Co CTOpPOHbI lIeca NMoC/bIWAaNICA LLOKOT KOMbIT.

- O, noxoxe, enyT! - oxxusunca nopn TaHoH. - Hy 4To? HagewcCb, Tbl MOpPasibHO
roTtos?



- XM, NOX0XXe, 3TO 0AWH BCaAHUK... He ayman, 4Tto nopa Oudep pacueHUT Tak
OyKBa/lbHO MO C/1I0Ba O TAUHCTBEHHOCTWN N OTAPaBUT CBOK A04b COBCEM OOHY Cpeau
HO4M.

- DTO NMLLIb OOKA3bIBAET, YTO OHA - OJAPEHHbIA Mar N CMOXeT 3a cebsi NoCToATh, -
ASIAS CMEeLWHOo CAYCTUACS Mo YaCTUYHO Pa3buTbiM CTyrneHsaM. - Tak, 1 caM ee BCTpeYy u
noaseny K Tebe, Kak 1 NONOXKEHO.

Cnyx He noaBseJsi, BCaAHUK Ha CTapol Aopore nokasaJsics Bcero oauH. [leByLika
Jlep>Kafacb B cefie BOPOHOro xxepebLa CToNb YBEPEHHO U FPaLMo3HO, YTO 3TO AaxKe
BOCXMLLIAO.

OcCTaHOBMBLUUCL, OHa JIOBKO CNpbIrHyNa Ha 3eMt0. YyTb 3aMellKaBLWWCb, BCe-Taku
CKWHYya C rof1oBbl KamntoLwoH njawa. PacceinasLlumecs no rnjevyam JIOKOHbI B CBeTe
Marm4eckmnx CroJsioxoB rnoxogumjin Ha pacriyilaBJieHHoe TeMHOe 30JI0TO.

PbiI>)keHbkaa? B Koro, nHtepecHo? Unu cepgon nopa Oudep B MOSIOAOCTU U CaM TakKuUM
Ob1n?

- Jlean [>xaHenb, pagbl Bac BuaeTb! - 4848 y>xe nogan en pyky. - Hagewcs,
nobpanncek 6e3 3710KNYEHNIN?

- Jla, BCe XOpOoLo, - Yy Hee okKa3aJiCa 04eHb MPUATHbIA MEeNOoANYHbIN Fo0C.

- Mpoluy, CTynanTe 0OCTOPOXKHO, 3aMOK He B CAaMOM JIy4LLEeM COCTOSAHUU, - nopa TaHOH
noBeJs ee No CTyNneHsAM BBEPX KO BXoay.

PengeH HM Ha MUTr He cBOAMN C Hee rnas. [loxoxe, BCce-Taku He nran nopg Andep...

0ana noosen HeBeCTY K HEMY.

- Jleon [>kaHenb, MO3BOJIbTE NPencTaBUTb BaM MOero njaeMsHHuUKa PengeHa,
BEPXOBHOr0 slopAa KsaHa Apenc.

TonbKO cerYvac oHa NMoAHsNa Ha Hero B3rnsaa. Kakas xe... BocxututenoHas...
MpaBuibHble YepTbl INLA, 6eN0CHEXHAs KOXXa, YyTb NPUMNyxJble rybbl N Kaxkywmecs
6e340HHbIMM 3eNeHble I1asa...



[la TONIbKO B rna3ax aTUX OTYET/IMBO NJieckasnacb HewyTO4YHad NnaHunkKa.

[(naBa BTOpasd

BuBunaH

CTpaHHoOe ouwyuleHue... Bpoae 6bl 4yBCTBOBasIOCh BCE, KaK U paHbLUe, HO NpU 3TOM A
COBepLIEeHHO He Morna cobon ynpasnaTek! byaTo HeKas cuna BO MHe bbina cuiibHee
Moen cobcTBeHHOM BON. N y>Ke BOBCIO MHOM KOMaHAoBasa.

A npoTaHyNa Brnepen pykKn, CJIOBHO XoTesla YTO-TO B3ATb. TEMHbIN NpoLlenTas OAHUMN
rybamm He4yTo BeccBsA3HOE, NOAYN Ha CBOM NAA0HMN, U TYT XKe Ha HUX BCMbIXHYN
ronyboBaTbin Wwap. Mar 6epexxHo nepenan ero MHe. KoxXy TyT »Xe 3aK0J10J10
KPOXOTHBLIMU NUT0I04KAMUN, C TUXNM XJIOMKOM Llap ucyes. A a1 gake CNpocuTb «4To 3TO
Ob110?» He cMorna.

Ho TeMHbIN 1 caM MOACHWN:

- He nyrancs, 3To BCero Auwb YCNOBHbIN NOpTa. «YC/IOBHbIV» NOTOMY, 4TO
cpaboTaeT npu onpeaesieHHOM 3a4aHHOM YC/I0BUK. A KOHKPETHO: MPUKOCHOBEHME K
cocyny C APaKOHbUM MJlaMeHeM. 3TO Ha TOT C/y4Yan, ecnm TBOS MUCCUA 3alMeT
bonblle CYyTOK U AeNCTBUE 3aKNATbs ABCONMOTHOM YAaunm KOHYNTCA. 3anoMHuK, Tebe
HY>XHO NMPOCTO KOCHYTbCS COCyaa, U B TOT XXe Mur noptan cpabotaeT. Tbl 04y TULLILCA
3[eCb WU, eCTeCTBEHHO, BMeCTe C CaMOW pesInKBMen.

OH BHMMaTE/IbHO Brisagenca B MeH4.

- Tak... [Mnoxo geno... BuemaH, B3rnsag octanca tebe noasnacTeH, XoTA He OOJIKEH
6bi1... He yyen 1 3TOT MOMEHT... - Mar SIBHO 3HaJl, N0YEMY UMEHHO TaK CJIy4MnIoCb, HO
NOSICHATb He cobuparncs. - byab 04eHb OCTOPOXKHA, rNa3a MoryT Tebs BbigaTb. TO
€CTb, €C/IN NO LernoYyke cobbiTUM 3akKNATUSA Thl 4OJ/KHa ObITh, K NpUMepy, Becena u
6e33aboTHa, NocTapancs, 4Tobbl HE BO3HUKIIO pacxoXaeHnn. A To ynblibka Ha rybax, a



B rlasax y>kac - bygeT BbIrnsaeTb BeCbMa NOA03PUTENIbHO, MOHUMaewWwb? CKpbIBal
WCTUHHbIE SMOLIMK, NHAYe NMPOBasNLLb BECb 3aMbicen. PenaeH BecbMa NpoHuUaTeneH
N MOXKEeT TebsA pacKyCUTb, 4TO HaM Y>X TOYHO He HY>XHO. CH4nTan, 3aKIATbEM Ha CYyTKMU
Tebe faHa HeKas poJib, U Thbl AOJ/IXKHA OOCTOBEPHO €e CbirpaTh. JoNyCTuWb XOTb O4HY
owmnbKy - BCe, Luernoyka cobbiTUN MOXXET MOUTU NO MHOMY NYTU. N1 C HEM3BECTHO
KaKMMN rnocnencTeBnsMn. 3T0 NOHATHO?

He nmesa BO3MOXXHOCTU noaoTBeEpPANTb COornacme Kak-To MHade, a4 nNpocTto MOpPrHya. Yx
NMnoCTapaloCb CBON NCTUHHbIE SMOLU NN HE BblOaBaTb.

- YT0 XX, MPEKPACHO, - TEMHbIN YNbIOHYCSA. - JTI06110 UMETb Ae0 C MOHATINBBLIMU
noabMn. Bce, Tebe nopa. Yoaum xxenaTtb He Byay, ee Ha CYyTKU 1 TakK CBEepPX Mepbl.

OKyTaHHbIN CyMpa4yHON AbIMKOW, OH nc4es. Hy a MHe ocTaBanocCb 6bITb MACCUBHbLIM
HabnogaTenem 3a cBOUMU AencTemamMn. faxke nobonbITHO 6bISI0, KaKUM NyTeM
nosefeT MeHsa Marus K uenu. I o4eHb XO0TesloCb BEPUTb, YTO BCE B UTOrre CJIOXKUTCA
yAa4Ho.

NTaK, Cy,ﬂ,b60HOCHbIe CYTKW Ha4alUChb...

Ha HO4Yb NoABECHOW MOCT NOAHMMAaN, BbIOpPaATbCSA N3 3aMKa HUKAaKOW UHOW
BO3MOXXHOCTU He nMmenocb. N 9 npeactaBnTtb cebe He MOrna, Kak s 3TO NMPOBEPHY.
MpoCcuTb CTPaXKy ONyCTUTb MOCT - T€ CPa3y »Xe O0J10XKaT MOeMY OTuY. A OH,
NCNyraBLINCb, YTO A HaMepeHa cbexaTb, 06a3aTeNbHO 3anNpeT MeHS B KOMHATe.

Ho, noxo»xxe, 3aknaTbe 3Has0, Kak bbiTb. B cBoel cnasnbHe s MepBbiM Aen0oM
nepeonenachb B KOCTIOM AJis1 BEPXOBOW €34bl, HAKUHYJ1a nJall C 06 bEMHbIM
KantoLwoHoOM. /A Tasicb Mo KopuaopaM 3aMKa, KpaslaCcb BOBCE HE K BbIXO4y BO ABOP K
BOpOTaM, a...B noasas. MNpuyem, fnaxke 3a6aBHO, MOPON HWN C TOrO HU C CEro
OCTaHaB/IMBasaCb, 3aMMpasia, NPUCIOHUBLUUCL B CTEeHE. A Yepes3 HECKO/IbKO
MIHOBEHWI CNbILAMINCh LArn CTPa>KHUKOB HOYHOMO KapayJ/a. 3akiaTbe npeasuaesno
naxke 3T0. Tak 4To B nogBas s gobpanacbk Tak HUKEM N HE3aMEYeHHas.

PaHblle MHe 3aecbk 6biBaTb He Npuxoannaock. Mpocto HeobxoanmMocTn He 6bino. U
cenyac CTaslo XYTKO. TyT uapwuia KpoMellHas TEMHOTa, HO S BCE PaBHO LUJa BNepea,
byaTo Moe Tesio n 6e3 BCAKOro cBeTa 3HaJs10, Kyaa HaCcTynnTb, 4TOObI NpY 3TOM He
CMOTKHYTbCSA N HE ynacTb C IeCTHULbI, 3a00HO CBepHYB cebe wetlo.



OwyTnMO 3anaxjo BUHOM. Buanumo, s okasanacb B NoABaJZibHOM 3aJe, rae XpaHuianch
BUHHble 60YKKN. BCce Tak »xe B MOJIHON TEMHOTE 5 Wa Kyaa-To Briaybb, Nnoka BAPYr He
oCTaHoBWNacChk. [POTSAHYB pyKy Bnepea, LeneHanpaBieHHO HaaaBua Ha
BbICTYMNAKLWMNA KaMeHb. XXyTKO HENPUATHO OblN10 OLLLYTUTb KaKYylo-TO C/IN3b Ha KaMHe,
HO 3aKJIsiTbe, BUAMMO, NJieBaTb XOTEN0 Ha NogobHble Meno4n.

Pa3pgancs TUXUN CKpeXeT, OCHOBATEJIbHO HamaxHy 10 CNepPTbIM BO34YXOM. DTO 4TO
xe?.. A OTKpblJla KaKON-TO TaHbIA MOA3€MHbIA X04, NPOCTOABLUMN 3anepThbiM
HeBeLOMO CKOJIbKO JieT?..

Hanble g wna, ckopee BCcero, No TyHHeNo. MNon 6bi1 HEPOBHbLIN, HO S HX pa3y He
CMOTKHYyNack. YyBCTBOBasaCb CbIPOCTb, FAe-TO Kanajna Boga. [Moxoxe, TyHHeNb
npoxoawun noa psoM BOKPYr 3aMKa. HO MUHYT 4yepes3 fecaTb Havasnca nogbem, Nnoka
Brnepenun He 3abpe3xnn Tycknbln ceeT. MNpobpaBLUunCb CKBO3b pa3pocLlumecs 3apocsn
TeHeBUKa, S oKasaJsiacb cpenn neca. Ho4b Bblgasnacb CBET/ION, U rpOMaja 3aMKa
rnpekpacHo BuaHenacb rnosagu.

HeT, c yma conTtun! 1 BoceMHaguaTb €T TYT XXWUJla N NMOHATUSA HE nMesa, YTO MOXHO
TakK NpPOCTO N He3aMeTHO BblbpaTbCsa 13 3aMka! MnaBHoe, NOTOM B HOPMaJibHOM
COCTOSAHMW 3TOT MOTaMHOW Xo4 HanTu. Torga cMory NnokKuaaTbh, KOrga 3axody, He
npocs y oTua pa3pewieHue. A To gake 6abyLiKy HaBeCTUTb - NOpon uenas npobnema.

Hn Ha MUI He OCTaHaB/IMBASACh, 1 YBEPEHHO LWJia Aasiblue Yyepes sec. BoT Tosbko
TEeMHbIN yrioMuHan [pakoHun YTec. Ho 3TOT cTapblil 3aMOK Haxo4uJICA B HECKOJIbKUX
OHAX NyTu oTcloaa! 1 HMKaK Tyda 3a CyTKu He gobepych, Tem Bosiee neLwkom.

Yepes nec s BbilLIA HA OOPOry, a 34eCb...CMUPHO CTOS1A oceAlaHHas fowadb. XM,
oTkygaa?.. N ybs?.. HaBepHoe, ee X035MH CreLwlnsics HEHaZoro, UK OHa caMa Kak-To
ctona npubnyaunachk - 8 Moraa ToJIbKO ragaTb. Buaumo, npu abcontoTHoM yaade
COBEPLUEHHO HOPMaJIbHO, YTO NMonafatTcsa No nNyTn 6ecxo3Hble owaan. Hy a noyemy
6bl TOrga ApakoHbeMy COCyay NPOCTO CaAaMOMY MHE B pyku C Heba He ynacTb? 9 yxxe
HUYEMY He YyOUBJIOCh.

HanbHenwnn NnyTb 5 Npoaesnana y>xe BepxoM. Ho exaTb [asIeKO He NPULLIOCh, Ha
pa3BUJIKe CBEpHYyJla Ha CTapylo O0pOory, BeAyllyto K pa3BasiMHaM Ha BepLUMHE X0JIMa.
Bpoae Kak paHblue TyT 6blila 6allHs HeKoero MoryL,ecTBeHHOro Mara, Ho HaCTOJIbKO
[aBHO, YTO O HEM Y>Ke HUKTO U He MOMHW HNYEro KOHKPeTHoro. Ml 3a4em MeHs Tyaa
noHecno? Ecam TaM 1 XpaHUNNCb Kakme-nnbo aptedakTbl, TO UX AAaBHbIM-O0ABHO



pacTaLLuIn.

CnewmnBLINCL Y pa3BaJinH, S NPUHANACk COOMPaTh TaM MaJleHbKME YepHble KaMeLLKW.
Nx npu cBeTe-To CNI0XKHO 6b1210 6bl HANTKU, HE TO 4YTO HOYbIO. HO yaoayva - Takas yaayda,
4TO HAXOAUINCb OHN MFHOBeHHO. CobpaB € Napy AECATKOB, 51 BbIJIOXKWA U3 HUX
HEe3HaKOMYI0 PyHY. Kak pa3 nyHa Bbil/la U3-3a TyY, U B ee CBeTe pyHa 3aMepLana.
BBepx B3BWJICS cToNN ronyboBaToro ceeTa.

MopTan? Cepbe3Ho? BoT ecnn 6bl 5 cenvyac Moria HEPBHO 3aCMeATbLCA, TO TOYHO
3acMmesnach 6bl! Korga TeMHbI roBOpu, 4TO BCe ByaeT CcKknaabiBaTbCA NaeaabHO
y0a4yHO, 1 He fiyMana, 4TOo L0 TaKOW Yy)X CTeMneHu.

Bens nowanb Noj y34ubl, s NpoLUia Yyepes nopTall.

Hanble c BHe3anHbIMX NopTasiaMn HEBECTb OTKY[a He CKNaabliBasioCb. A fake He
Cpa3y cMorsa onpenennTb, rae 1 okasasacb. Bpooe Takom xe nec, HO cpeau
XBOWHbIX AepeBbeB poc rosyboBaTbil MOX - MOAO6GHbIN, HACKOILKO A 3HaNa, B HaALWLNX
Kpasix He BCTpeYasics.

NHTepecHO, HO He BbI/1I0 HX YCTaNoCTU, HU COHJINBOCTU, HN XaxXXAbl, HX rosoaa -
HUKaKuX pursmnyeckmnx notpebHocTen. 3aTo siowlab He MOrJa NoXBacTaTbCA Takomn
Marmn4yeckown BbIHOC/IMBOCTbLIO. TaK 4YTO £, KaK YeCTHasa NopsaaovyHas v
bnaroBocnMTaHHasa geBylWKa, TPVXXKAbl 33 NOC/ef0BaBLUME OCTATOK HOYM N MOJIOBUHY
OHS nowanen soposana. Npasaa, B3aMeH HOBOW Jlollagn, KpanHe yaadyHo
noaBepHYyBLUENCA, A 0OCTaBNsNa CTapyo. Ho BpA4 1M 3TO CHUMasIo C MeHs
OTBETCTBEHHOCTb. byay HageATbCA, 4TO BosbLIEe HNYEro NPEeCTYNHOro s He CoBepLuy.

N Tonbko 51 06 3TOM Noaymana, Kak ykpasa nnatbe B HE60/1bLLIOM ropoAKe y PeKu.
Toprosel, B laBKe, KOHEYHO, BECbMa yAa4yHO OTJIy4YUJICS, TaK YTO MOe YepHoe aeso
npowno 6e3 nomex. M s naxke pasrnsgeTtb nobbivy He ycrnena, MUroM crpsTana B
3aM1Ie4HON CyMKe 1 NocneLnaa npoYb, 0OCTaBMB JNLb CBOW CEPbIY B KAQYecTBe
nnatbl. Hy Xx0Tb 4TO-TO. /I BC€ paBHO COBECTb My4uMa HewanHo.

3aT0 34ech Ha BallHAX Ha r1a3a nonasnuchk CTArn. N3o06pa’keHHbIn Ha HUX NeB
SABJISINICA CUMBOJIOM OZIHOIO U3 KOXKHbIX KJIAHOB, TaK YTO XOTb Honee-MmeHee yananoch
onpenennTb Moe MecToHaxoxaeHune. TyT HejaBHO NPOoLUes CUMbHbIA JINBEHD,
noBctoay 6bIn Ny>KnN. A feHb y>XKe KJIOHUJICS K Be4yepy, U Tak XO0TenocCb, 4Tobbl 3Ta BCA



TaKad yada4dHad BblJla3Ka C BOPOBCTBOM MNMOCKOopee 3aKOH4YM1acCb.

Ho npexxae, 4eM NOKUHYTb ropoa s cAaenana ele Koe-4yTo...

DTy NPOLLECCUIO A 3aMeTuIa elle n3naneka. POCKOLLIHYO KapeTy COMpoBoXAan oTpad
110 3y60B BOOPY>XXEHHOM cTpaxkn. OHM OCTAaHOBUIMCL Ha MJoLWaan, a A cneanna 3a
NPOUCXOAALLNUM U3-3a CTEHbI OJHOIr0 U3 JOMOB MNo6M30CTHN.

IBepLa KapeTbl 0TBOPMIACH, CAELIHO BbilIeN CYyTYJIblA CTAPUYOK B MAHTUN
nepBoCBsiLLeHHMKA. Nogan pyKy, HO NocsefoBaBLUas 3a HUM O€eBYLLIKaA 3TOT €ro XXecT
npourHopupoBana.

BOT paHblle s cyMTana, 4To Kopaenus - ngean KpacoTa. XoTs, CNpaBensIMBoCTH
paan, He Tak y>X MHOro ntoaen s Buaena, 4Tobbl yTBepxaaTb 0HO3HA4YHO. Ho 3Ta
He3HaKOMKa NPeBOoCX0Ausia Ja)ke MO CTapLUyl CecTpy. TeMHbIe BOJIoChl 6ecTenu,
KakK 3epKaJibHble. PockollHellee 6eocHe)XXHoe niaTbe MepL.ano Ha CoJHLe
BbILUMBKOW AparoLueHHbIMU KaMHaMWU. I caMa aeByluka 6oJblie Noxoamnna Ha
N3bICKaHHYIO AParoLeHHOCTb, YEM Ha YeJsIoBeKa.

He 3Hato, 3a4eM 3aKNATbIO yaAaun noHanobunockb 3a Heto HabngaTb, HO A npAamMo
3antoboBanacb. POBHO 0 TOro MOMEHTA, Kak HE3HAKOMKa OTKpPblJla POT.

- W Tbl cyMTaewsb, S HaMepeHa C 3TUM MUPUTLCA? - BLIXBAaTUB Beep, OHa efiBa He
TPecHyna UM cTapuyka no Makylke. - OCTaHOBUINCb B KaKOW-TO FilyxoMaHu! - ¢
HeCKpbIBAaEMbIM OTBPALLEHNEM OHa MOKOCUIACb Ha BHYLINTENIbHYIO Iy>XKY nocne
noxas 6ykBanbHO B HECKOJIbKUX LUArax.

- FTocnoxa, - nponebesnn NepBoCBALEHHMK, - HY)KHO CMEHUTb SloLAaAen, U Mbl Cpasy
>Ke Mpoao/XKUM NyTh, YyBEPStO Bac.

- Y4yTK, - oHa NpAMO Wwurnena, - ecam 9 XoTb Ha MUHYTY ono3gato Ha COBCTBEHHYIO
NMOMOJIBKY, Thbl IN4HO Byaelwb 3a 3T0 oTBeYaTh! Nepen NaneHbKUHLIM Nasia4yom!

Oy... la>xe He 3Hato, KoMy 51 6onblie cobonesHoBaNa. DTOMY CTAaPUYKY UK XKe
HEBEOOMOMY XXEHUXY CKJIOYHOW OeBULbI.



Ho camMoe nHTepecHoe, g )Ke nNpoaosikaia, 3aTauBLUNCL, CTOATb Ha MecTe! Hero
MMEHHO 3aKNATbe BbXKMaaeTt? 9 4TOo-TO eule O0JIXKHa 340ecCb caenaTtb?

Moe HepoyMeHue 661710 HefOoNrUM... B TOT MOMEHT, Korga y KkapeTbl MEeHSAU
nowapen, A nogHsaNa HebobLION KaMeHb U LWBbIPHYJ1A €ro NpsAMOo Mof HOru
HEeTOPONJINBO TOMYallencsa Aesunubl. Ta BCKPUKHYA, MO UHEPUUN OoTApbIrHyna... U
NMPAMUKOM B FpA3HYI0 Ny>XKYy! bpbI3rn pasnetenncb Bo BCE€ CTOPOHLI... He3HaKoMKa
3aBu3)Kasa Tak, CJIOBHO He niaTbe ucnopTusia, a BeCb MNP KaHyn B 6e3aHy.

TonbKO 5 He goXupagasacbk, 4TO 6yneT Oanbllie, CrnewHo CKpbiBajlaCb C MeCTa
npecrtynneHund. I BOT, o4epenHas siowlagb Hecsla MEHA HEBELOMO Ky4a npo4b OT
3TOro ropoanka.

N cmbicn? JlagHO, CO CMEeHOoW Nowafen NoHATHO. Ho 3a4eM A ykpania nnaTtbe? 3a4em
TaK HanakoCTW/a He3HakKoMKe? Beab ecsin y Hee HeT ¢ cobon CMeHHO oaexabl,
HaBepHSAKa OHa Cenyac NpPUMeTCHA pa3bliCKMBAaTb B MECTHbLIX TOProBbIX JlJaBKax cebe
HOBbI HapsAA4. A y4nTbiBas, Kak oHa 6oMTcsa ono3aaTh Ha MOMOJIBKY, BPEMEHU Y Hee
BMPUTbIK.

Tak 3a4eM MoeMy 3aKJ/IATbio NoOHafo0bmnnock, 4ToObI Kakas-TO He3HakKoMasa AeBuua
ono3sfasa Kyna-To?..

MoKa A NoHMMana, 4TO HaBepHsSKa BCe 3TO 3BEHbS TON CaMO HeobXoaMMOW MHe
Lenoykn cobbiTnn. XoTenoCb BEPUTb, YTO BCE MJIOXOE N OrPaHUYUTBLCH MESTKUM
BOPOBCTBOM [la BpeaAnTesibCTBOM TOM AeBylKe. HO MHTynumna nonckasbiBasa, 4To
rNaBHbIA NOOBOX KaK pa3 Taku Brepeau...

3aMok [pakoHun YTec 6bin nocneaHUM npucTaHULEM NCTUHHOMO Kopossa. MIMeHHo
TaM OH norunb, BeposIOMHO YOUTLIN NPUBANIKEHHBIMU NopAaMU, KOr4a-To NpUHeCLNMM
eMy KNSTBY BE4YHOW BEPHOCTW. MpAMOro HacsegHMKa npecTosia He oCTasioCh, Aa U
OPaKOHbI MOKNHYM Haw Mup. VI ¢ Tex Nop Korga-to eamHasa cTpaHa rnpespaTtuaach B
nogobue NOCKYyTHOro ogessia, KoTopoe Ka>Kabll U3 IOCKYTOB MbITaJICA NEPETAHYTb Ha
cebs.

HacTynneHne cMepTOHOCHOro TyMaHa ¢ lNycTowen coBceM He 06beanHuIo noaen, a,
HaobopoT, ycyrybuno spaxkay KnaHoB. 3a 60/bLUYI0 BNACTb, 3a Jiydllne 3eMn...
Bungnmo, 6oram 3710, HakOHeL, Hagoeno, MOTOMY OHW U PELUIN, YTO JIIOAAM CHOBA



HeobxoOnM UCTUHHBIA KOPOJb. N CAMWLKOM MHOrO€e 3aBMCENo OT TOro, KTO UMEHHO UM
oyner.

MNpeTeHooBaTb Mor Nt060ON, BbINOMHNB ABa Ha4aslbHbIX YC/I0BUS, 03BYHYEHHbIX
nocnaHHnkoM 6oros. Ho s Bcen aywon Hagesnacb, 4TO KOPOJIEM CTAHET BCe Xe He
XapanbA, KOTOPbIA Y>K TOYHO YTOMUT B KPOBU MONOBUHY CTPaHbl. Apyrmnx XaxayLwmx
TPOHa A He 3Hana, C/Abllana N1b, 4TO PenpgeH To)xe HamepeH y4acTBoBaTh. U Kak
Obl 3TOT packnag He 6bin Obl ewe xyxe...

EcTecTBEeHHO, MHE He NpUXoANN0Ch paHblUe ¢ PengeHoM cTankmeaTbcs. U Bce
MO3HaHNA O HEM OrpaHN4YMBaINChL JINLWLb TEM, YTO A CabiWwana oT gpyrux. Ho y>xe oaHo
TO, 4TO MOM OTeL, CHMUTaJl 3aHOCHMBOIo Jlopaa C HEKOTOPbLIX MOP r1aBHOW KOCTbIO B
ropJsie, y>xe roBopusio 0 MHOIrom.

N noTtomy, yeM 6amxe 6bin1 OpakoHU YTec, TeM CTpallHee MHe CTaHOBUJIOCh. YXe
OCHOBAaTEeJIbHO CTEMHEN0, NYTb JieXXan Yyepes siec. Ha ctapon gopore HUKOro He
nonaganocb - MecTHble 06XoAnan CTOPOHOW 3TO MECTO, CYMTaa NPOKNATLIM. A
BEPOATHOro NpokNAaTbs He Bboanack. Kyaa 6onblie MeHs nyrana BcTpeya ¢ PengeHoMm.
Beob ecnu BepnTb BCEMY, YTO A O HEM CJibilana, CTpallHee YyesioBeKa NpocTo He
HanTwn!

FOBOPW/IN, OH N BHELLHE XXYTKUN HAaCTOJIbKO, YTO Aa>Ke OMNbITHbIE BONHbI HE pPeLUatoTCsA
Ha Hero cMoTpeTb. AKobbl OH ybun cobcTBeHHOro cTapwero 6paTta, 4ToObl 3aHATL €ro
MeCTO U CTaTb BEPXOBHbLIM JIOPAOM KNaHa. Ho B TO Ke BpeMs S He pa3 Cabllwana, 4To
ybunuen bbin KTO-TO U3 HaLLKX, IOXXHbIX. KpoMme Toro, aToT PenaeH Bpoae Kak 4yTb N
He KaXAbl AeHb 06583aTeNlbHO KOro-HMbyab NbiTaeT paaun pa3BievyeHns, a Y>XK BCAKUX
MPOBUHUBLUMXCSA Ka3HUT INYHO, 6e30 BCAKMX Nanaven.

9, KOHEYHO, MoOHMMaa, 4TO CJIYXU - 3TO CJINLIKOM COMHUTENbHO, YTOObl BEPUTL UM OT
n 00. Ho Koe-4To cBMAeTeNbCTBOBAIO CaMo 3a cebs. PengeH yxoamn Ha lMycTowun.
Tyna, roe 3apo)xkaaeTtcsa ybmusawowmm TyMaH. I Mano TOro, 4To BbKWUI, TaK eLe n
OpakKoHbe nnams oTbickan! [1a, B CTapbiX NereHgax roBopmaocChb, 4TO OHO TaM eCcTb. Ho
TaK PUCKOBaATb CBOEWN XXWU3Hb, OCHOBbLIBAACh Ha OOHUX UL SlereHaax?..

B obwem, kakum bbbl Ha caMoM gene 3ToT PengeH HK Bbin, 9 4eTKO NOHUMaa O4HO:
C HUM LUYTKK M1oXn. Ho 9 N30 BCcex cui Hagesnach, YTO 3aKATbe yAayn KakK-To
MoACTPOUT, 4TO A C HUM fa)ke He BCTpeyyCb. K npuMmepy, OH OCTaBUT PEJSINKBUIO,
OTOMAET Ha Mapy MUHYT, N 9 B 3TO BPEMS KaK pa3 ee KOCHYCb. NpocTo, ecnun PenaeH



OyneT 3HaTb, KTO ero 060Kpas, MHE TOYHO He XUTb...

CeroniHa nyHa 6bln1a NOMHOM, Tak YTO 3aMOK Ha Kpato obpbiBa S 3aMeTuNa elle
n3naneka - YepHaa rpomMajia oT4eT/IMBO MPOCMaTpMBaNaCh CKBO3b BEPXYLLKU
nepeBbeB. Ho BMecTo Toro, 4Tobbl CNewmnTb Tyaa, 1 No4YemMy-To OCTaHOBWUIa follab.
Cnewmnnacb, AoCcTaNia U3 3anJieYHON CYMKUN YKpaAeHHOEe NnaTbe U NPUHSNACh
nepeoaeBaThbCA.

A cMbICN? 3akTbe X04YeT NpeBpaTUTb Kpaxy apTedakTa B TOp»XecTBo? Mo, Takoun
CyAbOOHOCHBLIN MOMEHT Hefb35 MPOBECTU B MblJIbHOM AOPOXKHOM KOCTIOME?

Ho cTtouno pasrnsageTtb NaaTbe, Kak B ropJsie BCTaJl KOM. besiocHexxHoe, cTpysleecs, C
XapaKTepHON LepeMoHNarbHOW PYHHOW BbILLMBKOW... Bce. CnoXxunnacb Mo3anka B
ronose. 1 ykpageHHoe njaaTbe, 1 MOS MAaKOCTb TOW CMNEeLUnBLUEN HA MOMOJIBKY
aesuue... Hey>xennm HMKakas nHas ueno4vka cobbiTuin He MoXXeT NMPUBECTU MEHS K
ApakoHbeMy cocyny?!

Ho s nocTapanacb BCe Xe He BMagaTb B OTHasHME paHblle BpeMeHU. [laxke ecnm MHe
npuaeTcs n3obpasntb HEBECTY, CKOpee BCero, camoro PeiigeHa, To Bellb AaJIeKO He
(hakT, 4TO LLepeMOHMS MOMOJIBKMN COCTOUTCA. BApyr ewie 00 3TOro ycnetw CTallnTb
pennkeuto. Ho, 60t0Cb, OCTAaTbCA UHKOTHUTO y>Ke HE MOJIyYUTCS...

CTapas popora npusesia NPSMMKOM K 3abpoLleHHOMY 3aMKy. Ml 30eCb MeHSA yxxe
Xoann., CToONN0 CNewnTbCs, Kak Nogowen noXXmnaon cefoBnachbini My>X4YnHa B JIEFKOM
KO>XKaHOM Jocrexe. BHO U3 BOMHOB CTapon 3aKasKu.

- Nlegn O)xaHenb, paabl Bac BUAETb! - C UCKpeHHeN ynblbKoM OH Noaas MHEe pyKy. -
Hapetocb, nobpanmck 6e3 3/10KN104HEHNIN?

- la, BCe XOpOLLO, - BNepBble 3a BeCb AeHb A 3aroBopuia. ToyHee 3aKnaTbe
3aCTaBWJI0 TOBOPUTb KOHKPETHbIE CJI0BA, Aa elle U apXUCNOKONHbLIM TOHOM.

- MpoLy, CTyrnanTe oCTOPOXKHO, 3aMOK HE B CAMOM 1y4LUEM COCTOAHWUU, - OH MOBEN
MEHS Mo CTYNeHsM K apo4YHOMY BXonay.



A 30ecb XKOan oH... 1 BeAlb 3apaHee yBuaesa ero, Ho NPAMo CMOTPETb HE PUCKHYNa...
NHTepecHO, a 3akNATbe yaayn 3amaeT oT BOSMOXXHOW OCTaHOBKUM cepaLua B
npucTyne y>aca?

Mot conpoBOXAaOLWNIA NOABES MEHS K XAYLLEMY MOJIOAOMY MY>XX4YUHE,

- Jleon [>kaHenb, MO3BOJIbTE NPeacTaBUTb BaM MOeEro njaeMsHHuUKa PengeHa,
BEPXOBHOI0 slopAa KsaHa Apenc.

[leBaTbCs Obin10 HeKyOa, 4 noaHAsNa rjiasa.

YecTHO, morna 6bl roBopuUTb, HaBepHsKa bbl NanHyna: «A 3To TOYHO nopa PenpgeH?».
He TakuMm g ero npeacrtassifaia, COBCEM HE TaKUM...

BoT TOT »Xe Xapanb4 nNpu BCen CBOEN KpacoTe Npon3BoAMN BNeYaT/ieHne
N3BOPOT/IMBOro AA0BUTOr0 3Mes, KOTOPbIN B JIt06ON MOMEHT KMHETCS Ha Tebs n
BLEMNNTCS KJIblIkaMun B rNoTKY. Ho B PenageHe g He yBmnaesna n TeHn nogobHoro.

CNOKOWHbIN, CaMOYBEPEHHbLIN MOJIOO0N MY>XXYMHA; TEMHOBOJ1I0ChIN, BICOKUW, KPENKOro
TenocnoxeHus. M, nagHo, NpusHalo, BeCbMa npussiekaTesibHbin. OH ABHO He U3 Tex,

KTO CTaHeT XUTPUTb U 10JINTb, HaBEPHSAKa OH U B CNUHY HMUKOrga He yaapuTt. BoT ecnn
Obl y YyecTn BbINI0 YesioBeYeCcKoe BOMJoLEeHNe, Ka3asioCb, OHO Obl10 Bbl MMEHHO TakuM.

N a Benb Tak 6bosnack aTon BCTpevun! Ho cam PenpeH coBcem He nyrain.
Mpouncxopsuwee - fa, HO He OH. W, na NnpocTuUT MeHsA Kopaenus, B NjaHe BHELWHOCTH
Xapanb C HAM 1 pAOOM He Bansasacsa. Kak-To COBCEM Y>XX He BOBpeMs A Hallla ans
cebsa cBon ngean My>XCKom KpacoThil...

Bce 3Tn MbICAM NPOHECNNCb B CO3HAHUN 3a O4HO MIHOBEHMWE, A TYT Xe NnorHasna nx
npoYb. Hawna Bpems nobosaTbcs! [a ewe 1 3aKNSTbiM BparomM CBOEro KJjaHa.
Bparom, y KOTOpOro s BOT-BOT yKpaAy becueHHYI0 peMKBUIO U TeM CaMbIiM NMOAMULLY
cebe cMepTHLIN NPUroBOP.

MHe BoobuLe y)xe Ka3asocb, 4To PengeH goraabiBaeTcsa 0 MOMX KOBAapPHbIX MaHax.
Ero cepble rnasa cMoTpesnin Tak NpoHuuaTenbHo, byaTo Buaen MeHs HaCKBO3b.



- Jlegn [xaHenb, - KUBHYN B 3HaK NpuBeTCTBMA. OT 04HOr0 3By4aHMWs ero
H6apxaTUCTOro rosioca NOYEMy-To AblXxaHWEe nepexsaTuo.

- Jlopn PenpgeH, - A cnerka nokJoHMNach.

Hey>xenu He MoHs, 4To A - He ero HeBecTa? OH, 4TO, cobpasicsl XKEeHUTbCS Ha AeBuLe,
KOTOPYIO [0 3TOr0 HWU pa3y He Buaen? A, Hy Oa, yC/I0BUE OrHEHHOr O MOC/IAaHHMKa Xe.
Buanmo, Ta TEMHOBOJ1I0CAs CKaHOAIMCTKaA - Y>XK 04eHb OJlapeHHbIN Mar, pa3 PenaeH
BbiOpan ee Bcaenyto. XoTa OHa Beb Takas KpacaBuLa, 4TO TOYHO Obl He Nporagan.

9 ctapanacbk nsberatb C HUM BCTpeYUM B3rnsaoM. NNoMHS cnoBa TEMHOMO, NMPOCTO
onacanachb, YTO rna3a MeHs BblaaayT. BAobaBok YyBCTBOBAA, Kak IErKUin pyMsaHel,
CMYLLIEHWS BbICTYNWA Ha LLEeKaX. BOT ToNbKO He 3Hato: 3TO 3aKJATbe NoCTapanoch ANs
NOCTOBEPHOCTM UM XKE MO COBCTBEHHbIE 3MOLUM HavYan NPOSIBASATLCS.

- Hey>xenu Bbl Npubbinm coscem ogHa? Co CTOPOHbI Balwlero oTua BecbMa
OMNPOMETYMBO OTMNYCKaTb 6€3 CONPOBOXAEHMNSA IOHYIO AEBYLUKY B HEONN3KUN NYThb.
Pan, 4To Bbl BCe XXe fobpannch B LLENOCTM N COXPAHHOCTU. HO, KaK MHE Ka)keTcs, Bbl
csierka HanyraHbl. Hagelcb, BaC He OTnpasuan clofa npoTuB BOIN?

1 no-nNpe)xHeMmy rnasa He NofHMMara SkKobbl B CMyLleHU. N npu 3TOM NpecrnoKonHo
npousHecna:

- MeHs HeMHOro nyraeT caMo 3TO MeCTO, TOJIbKO 1 Bcero. lNMoeepbTe, nopa PenpeH, 4
co4sia 3a 4ecTb 1 6e3MepHO CHacCT/IMBA, YTO CTaHY HEBECTOW CTOJ1b NPOC/AaB/IEHHOI O
repos, Kak Bbl.

- [Mpowy npouieHns, 4To BMeLNBaChb, - e/IMKAaTHO KalwIAaHY N OAa0s PenpeHa, - HO
NMnoJIHOYb COBCEM CKOPO, HYXKHO Ha4NHaTb LLepeMOHNIO.

NoroonTe, a Kak Xe 4511 HavYana AaTh B3rNAHYTb Oyayulen HesecTe Ha J06bITyO
XKEHMXOM penunkeuio? d >xaana, 4To BOT-BOT nornpolly o6 3TOM, HO 3aKNATbe Takon
BapuaHT, NOX0Xe, fAa)ke He paccMaTpuBaro.

PenpeH B311 MeH4 3a PYKY U noBesn B Ll,epeMOHI/IaJ'IbeIIh 3an. laxxe marumsa He
cnpasnsasiacb, MOU Nasblbl OT BOJIHEHUA YyTb noaparneanun. NaHukKa HapacTana.



A 4TO, ec/sin BOT-BOT HarpsaHeT HacTodawada [>kaHenb? A 4T0o, ec/ivm NpuaeTcs u
BNpaBOy NPONTU BCO LepeMOHU0? 3To obpaTumo Boobule nnm HeT? Beab ecnm HeT,
TO A TaK M OCTaHYCb 40 KOHUA XXU3HW HeBecTon PenpgeHa! Bnpo4deMm, Npn TakoMm
packnage n cama Mosl XXU3Hb NMPOOJINTCA COBCEM HEL O O.

Ha yX, He Tak g cebe npeacTaBnsana abconoTHOE Be3eHMe...

B LlepeMoHManbLHOM 3aJie Napuan Marmyeckme Crosioxu, a rno Kpasim orpoMHbIX
APOYHbIX OKOH BUAHENINCb OCKOJIKU BUTpPaXKel. JIyHHbIe JlyYn NpesioMASNINCh B HUX,
co3gaBas NpUYyOsIMBYIO Urpy cBeTa. HecMoTps Ha BClO pa3pyxy 3TOro MecTa,
CMOTPEJSIOCh 3aBOpParkMBatoLLeE.

PaHbLle MHe He NpUXoanaoCh NPUCYTCTBOBaTb Ha NMOMOJIBKaX, U 4 NOHATUSA HE umena,
Kak Bce npoucxoauT. Cenyac, Nnoxoxke, TyT He 6b110 6oblLUEe HUKOMO, KPpOMEe Hac C
PengeHoM n ero gagn, KOTOpbIN HE O4€Hb-TO NOXO4M1 Ha NEePBOCBALLEHHMKA. TakK KTO
Torga uepemoHuto nposeneTt? Nnum, MoXeT, 9 3pa NaHUKYIO, N 3aKIATbEM
npefycMoTpPeHO, YTO OHa HU NPU KaKUX YCNOBUAX HEe COCTOUTCA?

CnoBHO B MOATBEPXXAEHNE MOUX MbICNEN, PengeH coeanHWA CBOM TaAOHN N OYEeHb
OCTOPOXXHO pa3Bes X B CTOPOHbLI, CSIOBHO (hOPMUMPYS 4TO-TO M3 Bo3ayxa. Ero nanbupbl
Ha MUl OKYTaJlo MepuaHne, n B pykax cama cobon cchopMmpoBasiacb JiereHaapHas
pennkeus... B naeanbHO poBHOM, Ha BUA ByaTo 6bl CTEKNSAHHOM, LWApPEe NJeCcKanocb
nnams. He coecem obbI4HOE, NOYTK BarpoBoe, OHO KNAANOCb Ha CTEHKW CBOEro
COCYAa, KaK MbITAOLWNACA BbIPBAaTbCA N3 TEMHULbI MAeHHMK. CaM e wap obBuBann
ABa MeTal/INYeCKNX ApaKoHa, BbIMOJIHEHHbIX CTOJIb UCKYCHO, YTO, Ka)XeTCs, HN OAHa
yelwlynka He NoBTopsaaach.

MIHTepecHOo, 4TO 3a MOryLIEecTBO 3/[l1eCb 3aK/l04eHO0? B flereHaax o ApakoHax
FOBOPWIIOCH /WL, YTO MNOCAEAHUIA BblAOX UX XXU3HU - NOC/eAHee Naamsa COKPbITO B
MycTowax. M 4To BNageTh UM HE CMOXKET HU OJINH BOWH, HM OAMH Mar, KakuMu Ol
CUNbHBLIMU U 0APEHHBLIMU OHU He ObiNKn. Tak B 4eM Torga CMbICA 3TOW pennkeun? B
CaMOM haKTe ee CyLLeCTBOBaHUSA?

Hy BCe, 5 BOT-BOT NPOTAHY PYKY W... [1a 4TO X Takoe?! Boobuie He noweBenniacs!
TyT Hago-TO BCero war caenatb, ObICTPO KOCHYTLCA 1 BCe! Ho HeT, npoaoJikana
CTOATb UCTYKaHOM.



PenneH 6epeXxHO onyCcTWU/ cocyn B CEpefiHy Kpyra, BblIJIOXKEHHOIO 13 KaMHEN.
MOX0XXMX Ha Te, U3 KOTOPLIX s CErofgHsa cpenmn pasBajnH 6alluHn Mara nopTan
co3paBarna. MNnamMs 3acBeTUIOCH elle apye, BBEPX MOMJbl UCKPSALMACS AbIM,
dopMupys cunyaT. BoT Takoro s CoBcem He oxxugana...

A Buaena B KHUrax sce nsobpaxeHmsa 60ros 1 nx NnociaHHUKOB B TOM Yucne. M cenyac
MOrJla NOKAATbLCA, 4TO Nneped HaMmu caM Aadep! MoryLwecTBeHHbIN NOCNAaHHUK,
6narocnoBeHne KOTOPOro BPOAe Kak MOrio TBOPUTb HACToALLME Yyaeca: NedYnTb
nobble 6onesHn, genatb 6€3>KN3HEHHbIE 3eMAN NI0A0POAHLIMU. N NyCTb BbIrnaaen
OH KaK MOXXWJI0N CefoBslaCbl My>X4YMHA B CUSAIOLLLEN MaHTMK, Nogobmne KoTopon
HOCWNJIN BCE NEePBOCBALLEHHUKWM, HO ncxogsauwasa ot Hero ocobeHHas Marmsa ouwlyuianach
YyTb JIN HE KOXXEWN.

BHMMaTeNnbHO ornsaes Hac, OH MOYEMY-TO He Pa3bAPUIICH, YTO CMEPTHbLIE CMEIOT ero
BbI3blBaTb, PaAyLUHO YblOHYNCA.

- MpuBeTCTBYIO Bac, AeTu Mou. Paj, 4To cpean CMEPTHLIX €CThb elle Te, KTO YTUT
JpeBHMEe Tpaauumun.

PeieH CKNIOHWA rOJIOBY B 3HAK MOYTEHUSA MOCNAAHHUKY, S CAeNasa TO XKe caMoe.
Hey>xenu npouncxoasiiee BnosiHe HopMasibHO? MPoCTo paHblLUe S He CAbllana, YTobbl
nociaHHUKK 60roB y4acTBOBaIN B JIIOACKUX LLepeMOoHUAX. Ho TyT, Moxoxxe, BCe AeJo B
APaKoHbEN peninKBuK. MoXKeT, MMeHHO C ee NoMOLLbto PenaeHy no3BosieHo 6osblue,
4eM OPYrvM NPOCTbIM CMEPTHbLIM.

Aadpbep nepeBes B3rngaa Ha MeHs.

- Nepen HavyalOM LLlepeMOHNN COYTY CBOUM [0JIrOM OOBACHUTL ee CyTb, Bellb, KaK £
BU)KY, NpesieCTHaa HeBecCcTa O Hel He 3HaeT. Ha caMoM fgene nomMosiBKa ropasfo
Ba>kHee caMon cBaabbbl, XOTA MHOIMe 3TOro He NOHMMalT. LlepeMoHnsa cBA3bIBaeT
XXN3HWN OBOUX TaK, 4TO OHW Hepa3pbIBHbI. B 3TOM, KOHEYHO, eCTb U CBOU pUCK. HO B TO
>Ke BpeMs 3TO y4nT 3aboTutbCca apyr o gpyre, obeperatb Apyr apyra 6osblue, 4yem
cammx cebs. Beaob ecnu norubHeT oAuH, TO TYT e NornbHeT 1 BTOPOW. Bbl BOSIbHbI
pelwaTb, Kak JOJIro NpoasnTCa 3TOT nepuod. Ho A coBeTylo He cnewwunTb, No40XKAnTe
X0T4A Obl MOpy Hefenb. A nocse npugeT nopa ceagedbHon uepeMoHUU. Ecnu, KOHeYHo,
Bbl 0 3TOr0 He pa3genuTe BpayHoe foxxe, TeM caMbiM N 6e3 LLepeMOHUN CTaB MY>XeM
n XXeHon. Hapgeroch, BCe MOHATHO?



A TYyT XKe KUBHYa.

N 5 ewe po aToro naHnkoBana? Oa 1o 6bis10 UL Xankoe nogobue! Beab ecnm mos
XWU3Hb N BrpaBay byaoeT cBA3aHa C XXU3HbIO PengeHa, TO Y>XK TOYHO O0/r0 He
NPOANNTCA. YU4nNTbIBas, CKOJSIbKO Y HEr0 Bparos, BoobLule yaANBUTENbHO, KakK OH XMB A0
Ccux nop.

Tak, enBa BEPHYCb AOMON, HEO6X04MMO NEPBbLIM AEJI0OM Y3HAaTb, Kak pa3opBaTb 3TU
y3bl...

- Y710 X, Ha4yHeM. lNMpoly Bac, BO3bMUTECH 3@ PYKW, - CaM MNOCJIaHHUK Mpu 3TOM
B3MaxHYyJ1 pyKamu, B BO34yxe pa3inioCb MepLaHue HaCcTOoJIbKO MJOTHO, 4TO
NOJIHOCTbIO CKPbIJI0 LlepeMOoHUaNbHbIN 3a1. Ka3anocCb, BOKPYr NIMWb OfHa Maruvs,
Hn4yero 6onblue. Aadepa yxe He 6b110 BUOHO. MOXeET, He Oep>XXUCb Mbl C PengeHoM 3a
PYKW, He Buaenu ool 1 apyr apyra.

[MocNnaHHUK NPUHANCA YTO-TO FOBOPUTL, HO A HE NOHMMana. HaBepHoe, 3TO Obin N3 Tex
A3bIKOB, KOTOpPbLIE 6e3 marum He pacno3HaTb. OT Ka)x40oro csoBa No OKyThbIBalOLWLEMY
HaC MepuaHMIo PacxXxo4nancb Kpyrm n Bce ycmnmeanncb. Mol 6y,EI,TO Obl OKa3anncob B
UeHTpe cndroero soaoBopoTa.

1 He YyBCTBOBaJ1a HNYEro 0CObeHHOro, NLLb NIaf0HW NIeroHbKO NoKanbiBano. Mpasaa,
He UCKJTIOYEHO, YTO BOBCE HE 13-3a Maruu, a u3-3a NpmMkKocHoBeHuns PerpeHa. Cenyac
OTBECTW B3rfsf He Noay4yanoch, 3aKNATbe 3aCTaBAASI0 MEHS CMOTPETL NMPSIMO B
cepble rnasa byayuiero xxeHuxa.

Aacbep NponsHecC 4YTO-TO B BONPOCUTESIbHON MHTOHaUUW. Bpsa nm y Hac cnpawmsan -
ckopee, 3T0o 6b1J10 NPOCTO YacTbio LLepeMOHUN. B TOT Xe MU MeHs OKyTar
benocHeXxHbIn cBeT 1 nponas. N1 41o 370 6b110? Cyas no BeCbMa y40B/IETBOPEHHOMY
B3rnsany PenpgeHa, oH TOYHO BbiN1 B KypCe M €ro 3TO Kak pa3 Taku BNoJIHE YCTPOUIIO.

[0N0C NocnaHHUKaA BCe YCUNBAJICS, Marn4ecknin BOAOBOPOT YObICTPSNCS U BOPYT
pe3Ko 3aMep, KakK B OXXKUAaHUM.

PenneH npeononen n 6e3 Toro MusepHoe pasaensiollee Hac paccTosiHMe. EaBa s
NMoHSMa, YTO OH HaMepeH caenaThb, Y MeHs cepLle B NATKU YLIJIO.



JlagHO, CNOKOWHO, BbICTPOE NPUKOCHOBEHME ero ryd K MomMm g y>x Kak-Hubyab
rnepexxusy.

N PenpgeH BNonHe onpasaas MO 0XUAaHUA. Ero rybbl KOCHYIMCb MOUX Tak BbICTPO U
MUMOJIETHO, YTO 5 JaXKe TOJIKOM He ycresia HU4Yero noYyyBCcTBOBaTb. HO OH He
oTCcTpaHuncs, 6yaTo pe3ko nepedymasn. B ero cepbix rnasax BeCbMa OTKPOBEHHO
MeJIbKHYJ10 ABCTBEHHOoe... HeJoBONbCTBO. MOXeT, A1 LLePeEMOHNUM 3TOro "
JIOCTAaTOYHO, HO He O/ Hero.

Tenepb y>xe nouesnyn He 6bi1 MUMONETHbLIM 1 BbICTpbIM. 'Ybbl PengeHa HeXXHO
3aBsagenn Mmommun, 6e3 NpuHy X 4eHus, HO B TO XKe BpeMs HacTon4mBo. Ero pykn
HecnewHo 3aCKOoJIb3WUaM MO MOUM MNJied4aM, ONyCTUNCL Ha TaJnto, OH NMPUBJIEK MEHSA K
cebe coBceM 6113KoO.

3aKNATbe He NO3BOJINI0 MHE OTCTYMNMWUTb, H8060pOT, nogaaBwWnCb MHCTUHKTY, 4 p06KO
NMPMNOTKPbIJIa I'y6b|. Halwe abixaHne cMellanocb, OT COBepLUEeHHO HOBbIX OLLI,yLLI,eHVM no
KoXxe bexkanun MypallKu. 1 BoBCe He nyran »ap My>XCKOro TeJla CKBO3b 04eXxay, He
Bbl3blBaJ1 N TEHWN OTBpPaLLEHNA HEXHbIN V|3y‘-|arou.|,vn7| I'IOLI,GJ'IW7I. CnoBHO 2TO 1 BNpaB4y
Obls10 HEeKOe BOILWeBHOEe TanHCTBO NNLWb A1 HAaC ABOUX. BNosiHe eCcTeCcTBEHHOE U
nycTtb Henpuebi4HOE, HO 683yMHO NMPUATHOE...

N NMeHHO B 3TOT MOMEHT AeNncTBue 3aknaTbss ABCONIOTHON yOoa4yn KOHYNIOCh.

OT Bpa3 BepPHYBLUErocst KOHTPOJIS Had COBCTBEHHBLIM TENOM CTasIo AYPHO, AaXKe HOrn
oT cnabocTu noakocmnucb. He nep>xn meHsa PenpeH, s 6bl TOYHO ynana.

- O>xaHenb? - ero 06eCcnNOKOEHHbLIN roN0C Pe3KO BEPHYJ1 MEHS B peasibHOCTb, MHAYe S
Obl TOYHO NMOTepssa CO3HaHMe.

MepuaHunsa BOKpyr He bbino, aa u Aadep ncyes. Ho, 60ot0Cb, HE MOTOMY, 4YTO A KaK-TO
X044 LepeMoHnn cenvac Hapywmna. Ckopee, oHa 1 3aBepLuniacb MMEHHO Mouesiyem.

Mowaan munocepaHasa HanaHHM, 9 cTana HeBecTon PenpeHa...

OT 3an034a/10ro CMyLEeHNs MOU WeKN Mblianaun, n Fy6bl ropesim oT rnouenysd Tak,
CJIOBHO OH MOCTaBWUJ1 HA MHE HeCMbIBaeMoe KienMMo. Ml Tak XOTesNloCb MbIC/IEHHO cebs
YBEpUTb, YTO A 34eCb He npuyem. 4 uesosanacb C HUM UCKJIKOYUTENIBHO MO BOJ1E



3aKNATbsA. 1 HaBepHsIKa TOYHO TaK »Xe 3aK/siTbe CO34aBaJio 03U, YTO MHE 3TO
HpaBuUTCA.

Ho cen4ac 6b1210 TOYHO He [0 3TOro. [MycTb yoaya MeHsa oCcTaBua, HO Tenepb yxe
NyTWM Ha3ad HET, A4 O0J1>)KHa CbIrpaTb CBOKO POJib A0 KOHLUa.

- LepeMoHUs 3aBepwinnack? - yTo4HMUAA S, O4eHb CTapascCb, 4TOObI FO/1I0C He Bblgarsn
Oywytowme BO MHe aMoumnn. A y)x B3rnsagom c PengeHom g soobuie He pUCKHyNa
BCTPETUTbLCA. [laXke He MoTOMY, 4TO OH YTO-TO MOl NPOYeCTb N0 MOUM 1a3am. A
6aHasbHO M3-3a CMYLLEHUS.

- Na, yxe Bce. C Toboi BCe B Nopsaake? - eCTeCTBEHHO, OH 3aMeTWuJ1 Mot C/1laboCTb.
Hago e, nepeLuen Ha «Tbi».

- MpocCTo y>X 04eHb NepeBoJIHOBaNACh, - 4 Aaxke ynblbHynacb. - Npmn3HaCb, 9 COBCEM
He oXunpgasa, 4To LLepeMoHUIo A9 Hac NpoBedeT caM NocsaHHUK Boroe. 3To BeAb BCe
Mn3-3a cocyda C OPaKOHbUM MsamMmeHeMm, na?

- MO>XHO 1 TakK cKa3aTb, - PengeH He cTan BOaBaTbCA B noapobHocTn. NogHan
penukeuio. - [lymato, Ham nopa. Hapetwcb, TBon oTel Tebs npenynpennn, 4To ewe oo
cBagbbbl Thl Byoewb XUTb Y MEHS B 3aMKe? 3apaHee HaYyHellb NPpUBbIKaTb K HOBOMY
OOMY N, eCTeCTBEHHO, Mbl C TO6OM CMOXKEM y3HaTb ApPYyr Apyra nobavxe.

- Camo coboin, - Co BCEN TON e MUION YyNbIOKOM A KNBHYA, NO-NPEXHEMY He
BCTpedanacb C HAM B3rnsaaom. Mon B3rnsag 661 npukoBaH K cOCyay C NjiaMeHeEM B
pykax PengeHa.

Hy Bce. Cenyvac nnm Hukorga! HaBepHsika OH BOT-BOT OMNSATb PEJIMKBUIO Marn4yecku
CKpPOEeT, N e4UHCTBEHHbIN WaHC byaeT ynyuleH!

Hac pa3gensno Bcero nosawara. M Kak pas Tak yaa4Ho nogowen aansa PengeHa c
nosapaB/eHUAMMU...

A pbIBKOM MPOTSAHYJA PYKY, INLb KOHYNKaMUN NasbLEB KOCHYyNaCb obXurawLle
ropsiyero cocypa...



Bcnbiwka nepen rnasamu Obila TakoW APKOM, 4TO 1 HA MUT 3a)KMypuiacbk. A eaBa
OTKpblJ1a rnasa, y>xe okasaslacb B cBoel KoMHaTe! HakaTbiBas HEpPBHbIN CMeX, OT
cnabocTun no-npexxHemy ObI1I0 TSXKEN0 CTOATb Ha Horax. A ApakoHbe rnsiams B cocyne,
KOTOPbIN 1 KPENKO Aep>kasa B pyKax, yXXe n He 06>Xurano. YMMpoTBOPEHHO
3amepuarno.

Ho paHo s obpapoBanachk... MoxeT, oT cnaboCTu BCe Ha4vasio pacrnibiBaTbCA nepen
rnasamu?.. Bpoge 6bl HET, A BCe BMAena OT/IM4HO, HO CaMa PeSIMKBUS - C HEN SBHO
4yTO-TO Npouncxoauno! KoHTypbl nogparveanu, 6yaTo pacTBOPSASACh B BO3AyXe, 1 yxe
no4YTnM He owyulasa ee pusnyecku!

Hanocnenok o64aB »apoM Tak, YTO A efBa cAep)xajla KpUK, cocyn C APaKoOHbUM
nJjaMmeHeM MonpocTy nUcYyes...

He yaep><aBLUMCb Ha HOrax, 4 yrnana Ha KoJIeHW, AblaTb yAaBaJoCb C TPyaoM. Ho
Kyda CuibHee OyLnao oco3HaHume. Bce 3psa! Bce 6bin1o 3ps!

A 4TO, ecsin 3TOT apTedaKT 13 Tex, KOTopble Hefb3d HU YKPAaCTb, HN OTHATb - UX
MO>XHO TOJIbKO 3aC/lyXXUTb? HO TeMHbLIN Mar HaBepHsAKa TOYHO 3HaJ1 BCe 3TO 3apaHee!
N, camoe cTpaHHOe, NoYeMy-TO He NokKnpasia yBepeHHOCTb, YTO COCY [ He BEPHYJICA K
PenpeHny. Tonbko kKypna? CHoBa Ha lMycTown?

MNepen rnasamm y>xe BCe Nblfo, CO3HaHMe oT cnabocTun yracano. Kak CKBO3b nesieHy
1 CMOTpesia Ha CBOW JTa4OHU C OTHETJIMBO MepPLAOLWMM Ha HUX 30JI0TUCTbIM 3HAKOM.
ITO A MOrna NoHATb, U He obnagasa marven... NpuHagneXxHoCTb. Tenepb s - HEBeCTa
PenpgeHa n3 poga Apenc, cBA3aHHasa C HUM XU3HbIO. 1 Npy 3TOM MHe No-npexxHeMmy
rpo3uT cBaabba ¢ Xapanbgom! Y Hac c NpoBnaeHMeM BHO pa3Hble NpeacTaBieHUs o
BE3EHUMN...

MNpencTaBnsato, Kak cenyvyac yxoxaTblBAaeTCH NPOKNATLIN TeMHbIN, rae 6bl OH HK Bbin!

N Kak NnpoknnHaeT meHs PengeH...

PenpeH



Marunsa pBaHyJsia BOJIHOW MO 3ajy, Ha HECKOJIbKO MITHOBeHMUI ornywas. U ecnn B nepsoe
MIHOBEHWE N MEeJIbKHYJIN B CO3HAHWUM BMOJIHE JIOFTUYHbIE «4TO 3TO?» U «OTKyAa?», HO
TYT >Ke oTnann camu cobon, eaBa BOCANpPUATUE BOCCTAaHOBMIOCL. BOoT Xe... Elle gaxxe
TaKuUX pyraTenbCTB HE MPpUAyMan, KOTOpblE TaK XOTEN0Cb Cenyac 03BYy4MThb!

- 91 4TO-TO HEe NOHSAN... - CTOALMNN Y OKHa OLWeNOMAEHHbIV siop TaHOH NMepBbIM
Hapywmun TUWKHY. - YTo cnyymnocek? 'oe negn O>xaHenb? Bce Tak 1 JOIXKHO BbITb?
CKONbKO pa3 bbiBas Ha MOMOJIBKAaX, HU pa3y HeEBECTbl BAPYr He ucyesanu... Wnu npum
y4acCTuKn CTOJIb MOLLHON PeINKBUN 3TO HOpPMaJibHO?

PeliileH OTBETWU/1 He Cpa3y, BHYTPU BCe MPOCTO KJOKOTas0. TUXO BbipyraBLUNCL CKBO3b
3y6bl, OTPBLIBUCTO MNPOU3BHEC:

- HeT, osas. 3To coBepLUeHHO HEHOPMasibHO. A MPOM30LLIJIO TO, - NMePEBEN AblXaHue,
CTapasiCb BCE )Ke He COpBaTbCs, - 4TO MeHs 06BeNn BOKPYr nasblLa, Kak nocneaHero
nonoTa.

TOT BMUI U3MEHWJICA B /INLe, Pe3Ko COBUHY ceable 6pOBI/|.

- Morogn-noroaun... Tl 4TO 3TUM XOYellb CKa3aTb?.. HeT-HeT, bbITb TOro He MmoXxeT!
3a4veMm negun [)kaHes b BOPOBaTb PeNIMKBUIO? [la ee oTel Tak TpACeTCA Haj BalluM
COO30M KJIQHOB, 4YTO Y>XX TOYHO nofobHoro ckaHpana 6el He gonycTun!

- YT0-TO MHe NoAcCKa3blBaeT, 3TO BOBCE N He [I)XaHesb bbiNna, - CTapasiCb OTPELWnNTbCA
OoT Bywyowmx cenyac smoumnn, PengeH cocpenoTovYnancs Ha OCTaTOYHOM OLLYLLIEHNN
y>Ke BOBCHO YCKOJIb3aloLWEN Yy>K0ON Maruu.

- To ecTb?.. KTO-TO BOCMNOJIb30BaJICA TEM, 4YTO Thl CBOK HEBECTY He 3Haellb B JINL0, U
Bblaan cebs 3a Hee? - a BOT AAA4A He CTaN CAEPXMBATbLCA, BbIpyrajcsa Tak, 4TO aXk caMm
nobarposen. - HeT, BOT e Mep3aBKa! A Ha BMA Takasa Munasa n npenectHas, s HM Ha
MWUI HNKaKOro nogBoxa He 3anono3puinl.. PengeH, 4To-To MeHs y>Xe nyraeT TBoe
HeHopManbHoe criokoncTeue. ObbIYHO, KOrAa Thbl BHELIHE HAaCTOJIbKO CMOKOEH, BCEM
3apaHee NpPATaTbCA HYXKHO... YAACTCA XOTb BOPOBKY OTC/IeAnTbL?

- Ewe 6bl. HNKypa 3Ta camo3BaHKa He AeHeTCs, XOTb U3-MoA4 3eM/In ee JOCTaHy, -
PenpeH npowencsa no 3anay, HO 60blLUE HUKAKOMN OCTAaTOYHON Marmm ynaoBuUTb He
yaanocb. M, 4To CcTpaHHO, Ta, NopTaJibHas, ToXe bblfla He coBCeM 0ObIYHOW, €e HNUKaK
He NoJly4anochb pacrno3HaTb. HO ga)ke ecnv no 3ToW Marmm BOPOBKY He HaAUTKU, TO eCTb



OPVEHTUP N NOOCHOBAaTEJIbHEe..

- PenpeH, nnoxo geno! - cbun c mbicnen oans, BeirNsiHyB B OKHO. - [1oX0XXe, Yy Hac
BOT-BOT 6yayT roctu. N 4T0-TO MHe NoAcCKa3biBaeT, 3TO HacTodAwWwas nean [>kaHensb...

PenpeH TyT Xe nogowen K okHy. OTClofia OTKpPbIBaJICS BUA, Ha JIECHYIO AOpOry, 1
cenyac oTHETIMBO MesibKasan OrHU pakenoB NpubnmxaLwencsa npoueccun.

Moxo)xe, KapeTa B CONPOBOXAEHNN OTPSAAa CTPAXKHMKOB...

- Cnywan, TyT y>xe BbibupaTb HE NPUXOANTCS, - BLICTPO 3aroBopun nopa TaHOH. -
[lenaem BMA, 4TO HUYEro HE CNYHYUIOChb, MPECMNOKONHO MPOXOANLLb MOMOJIBKY C
HacTosAwen negn >xaHenb n BCe.

- Takon pe3knn obpbIB BO3HUKLLEN CBA3WN Cpa3y XKe caMO3BaHKY ybbeT, - BO3pa3u
PenpeH, B MbIC/NISIX Y>Ke BOBCIO BbICTpanBaJsCA njaaH 4encTBun.

- A Tebe ee, 4TO NN, Xanb? PenaeH, oa Mano fn, No YbeMy HayLLEHWIO N 3a4eM OHa
yKpana ApakoHun cocyn! A Beab eCnm 3Ta NOMOJIBKA CErogHs He COCTOUTCH, He
BMAaTb HaM coto3a, fiopa [adep coyTeT CayvmBLIeecs 3a n4yHoe ockopbneHne! BoT
Tbl CaM Mocyau, 4To ansa 1eba Ba)xHee: CTaTb UICTUHHBIM KOPOJIEM UJIN XKN3Hb
3aBegomMon Herogsamku!

- 9 cam pa3bepycb, - MArko ocagun ero PengeH. - Tem bonee, ecnim oHa yMpeT,
LUAHCOB HAaWTWN ApPaKoHU cocyn y>xe He byaneT. CamO3BaHKa cenyac eaANHCTBEHHAs
nyTeBoAHAasA HUTb K peNnKBMU. Bce, XBaTUT CNOpUTb, BPEMSA NOAXKMMAET.

- TONbKO He roBopun, 4YTO Thl bexxaTb c06panc9|, - Aaa04a CMOTpPEJT Ha Hero C KpaIZHI/IM
COMHeHMeM. - Hn B XXN3Hb He MoBeplo.

- HeT, ecTecTtBeHHO. Mbl € lopaom [adepom gorosapmBaincb o 4em? O KPOBHOM
COl03€e HalnxX KNaHoB. byoeT eMy KpOBHbIN COHO3.

Mukasn y>xe 6bls1 B TOM COCTOSAHUN, KOr4a Ha ero aAekBaTHOCTb PacCYNTbIBaTb He
npuxoannocb. B 06HNMKY C nycTon 6y ThIZIKOM OH CMAEN NPSIMO Ha CTyNeHbKax
BWUHTOBOW NIECTHULbI HEAA/IEKO OT LLlepPEMOHMAIbHOrO 3ana.



- O! bpaTen! Hy 410, Teba y)xe MOXXHO NO34paBaATb C TeM, 4TO Hauenua Ha cebs
HbpayHble Lenn? Hagewch, TBOSA HEBeCTa COOTBETCTBYET MOUM NpefCcTaB/IeHUsM O
cnpaBennnesocTn? Hy naBan e, nasan, nopanyn MeHs, CKa>ku, 4To OHa ypoasiuBa fo
OTBpaLLeHns, - XoTes OTXJ1ebHYTb U3 NyCcTOon BYTbIJIKM N HE40BOJIbHO NMOMOPLLUICS. -
IX... KaK 6bICTPO B XXN3HU KOHYaeTCA BCe XOpoLUee...

- BcTaBawn paBan, - PenpeH eaBa caepxxasncs, 4Tobbl He NoAHATL Maaalwero 6paTa 3a
LWKUPKY. - 1 04eHb COBETYIO JIMWWHNI pa3 MeHS He 3/ITb, 9 cenyYyac He B CaMOM
ny4qyuwem HaCcTpPOoeHUn, 4Tobbl CMOKOMHO BbICAYLLUNBATb TBOE MNbSAHOE HbITbE.

- TA>XKO BOCMPUHMUMATbL NpaBay, Aa? - Mnkasn 3acMesasica, HO TYT Xe 3aKalisascs,
NnoAaBMBLUNCL BO3AYXOM y>Xe OT oAHOro B3rngaaa 6bpata. - la nagHo, BCTalo 4, BCTalo.
Ho Beab, cornacuck, s Bo BCeM npaB. He 6yab Tbl TAaKUM 3rOUCTUYHBLIM, BNOJIHE MOI
Obl coenaTb MHE O40JDKEHME U CAOXHYTb ewle Ha lNycTowax. Ho HeT XXe, BepHYJCH,
XXWUBON N HEBPEOUMBIN...

CxBaTuB ero 3a rpyaku, PengeH ocHOBaTeIbHO BCTPAXHYN. [Mpouennn CKBo3b 3y6b|:

- 3Ha4YUT TakK, 3aTKHYCA U Cyllaelwb BHUMaTENbHO. Thl )Xe Xo4ellb CTaTb
BEPXOBHbIM JIOPAOM Hallero ksiaHa? Tbl UM CTaHewb. Ho ToNbKO Torpa, Korga s éyay
Ha3BaH HOBbIM NCTUHHbLIM KOPOJIeM. Y)X NoBepb, Tbl MeHs becnlb He MeHbLUe, YeM 5
Tebs, HO B TBOUX XXe nHTepecax bbiTb CO MHOW 3a04HO. TaK 4YTO cenyac Thbl
npueegewsb cebs B NOPAAOK, CMYCTULWBLCA B LLepeMOHUaIbHbIA 3a1 1 Nponaellb
LLlepeMOoHMIo MOMOJIBKU C Jo4epbto iopha dadepa. 9TO NOHATHO?

Mnagwwnnm 6paT cMOTpesn Ha Hero C UCKPEeHHen HEHaBUCTbIO, HO PacnJbIICS B
cnawaBon ynbibke.

- BoIxoouT, BCe-Takn ypoanHa? 1 noToMy MHe ee peLwn CMxXHyTb? Hy xopoLuo-
XOpOoLlo. Yero ToNbKO He caenaewb Ha 61aro poaHoOro KJaHa.

Tonbko cenyvac PenpgeH ero otnyctua, MmMkasn TyT »Ke NMpUTaHLOBbIBalOLWEN NOXOAKOW
rnoLuest K apke Bxoaa B LepeMoHuanbHbin 3aa. CToawmin non apkon sopa TaHOH
npoBoAMA MNaAWero NJAeMaHHUKa TSXXenbiM B3rna4om, nogowen K Pengeny:

- Tbl coBepliaelwwb 6onbwyto owmnbky. O4eHb bonbluyto. Jlegn [)XaHenb camas
BblAAOLLAACA B Marnm cpeam Bcex noaxonsaumx no BO3pacTy AeBYyLIEK B CEBEepPHbIX



KnaHax. [lpyron Takom Tebe NpoCcTo HE HANTMW.

- EOVHCTBEHHOE, YTO MHE HY>KHO cell4ac HalTu, 3TO COCYA C APaKOHbUM MJIAMEHEM.
BoT 6€3 Hero Kak pa3s y>K TOYHO HET LUAHCOB CTaTb KOPOJIEM, Thl XKe& CaM MpPeKpacHo
3T0 3HaelWsb. MpucMoTpuLlb 3a MrMKasnoM, 4Tobbl OH ryrnocTen He HaTBopUN?

- Mocne TOro, Kak Tbl Noobelan emy MecTo rnasbl kKnaHa? [la OH, No-MoeMy, faxe
npoTpe3Besl MOMeHTaJIbHO, - IopA TaHOH Mpa4YHO YCMEeXHYJCA, B3OOXHY . -
NMpncMoOTpPIO, KOHEYHO. A Tbl Kyaa?

- MocTapatoCb HaW TN XOTb KaKylo-TO 3auenky. Henb3s TepaTb BpemMs. YeM paHblue 5
BEpHY OpaKOoHbe NaamMs, TEM JyyLle.

PenoeH He coMHeBasncs, Mnkasn He nogseeT. YK eC/iv 4To-TO ero miagwemy bpaty
OblJ10 BbIFOAHO, TO OH UCMNOJIHAM 3TO MacTepckn. N oana obs3aTtenbHO CBOKO NenTy
BHeceT. Tak 4To oo4b nopaa Ladepa HM O 4eM He 3anof03puT.

CaM OH He CnyCcKaJiCs B LilepeMOHMabHbI 3aJ1, HO N3 OKHA COCeACTBYIOLIEro
Kopuaopa NpekpacHo BUAes, Kak nogbexasa B CONPOBOXAEHUN CTPaXkn KapeTa. U
BCAen 3a NOXKWUJIbIM NEPBOCBSALLIEHHUKOM BbilLJ1a CTaTHas 6GplOHETKA B POCKOLLIHOM
6enom nnatbe. MNpu NepBOM Xe B3rnsAe Ha cTapbii 3amMok [>kaHenb 6pe3rnnso
nomMopLiMaachk Tak, YTo, Ka3ajocb, BOT-BOT nepenepHeTcs. Ho npu Buae
nogowenuwero nopaa TaHOHA TyT )XXe NMpeMusno 3aynbibanacs.

PenpeH He npucaywimBancsa K 4OHOCALLMMCS BEXJINBbLIM MPUBETCTBUAM.
OueHunBatoule, 6e3 Kakmx-nmbo aMounin CMOTpen Ha Ty, C KOTOPOM M3HAYasIbHO U
0OoJ>KeH bbln CBA3aTb CBOK XU3Hb. [la, 1 BNpaBAy Kpacuea. EcTecTBeHHO, 3HaeT 06
3TOM U1, NOX0XXe, 6be3MepHOo ropanTcA. ABHO BbICOKOMEpPHa, HO NMpu 3TOM yMeeT
hep>xaTb HY)XHOe nnuo. BnpoyeM, MMeHHO Tak OH ee cebe n npencTasnan.

B conpoBoXxxaeHnn nepBocBdLleHHUKa u nopaa TaHoHa [>XaHenb HanpaBuaacb KO
BXO4Y B 3aMOK. HO He BO3HUKJI0 fa)Ke )KeJlaHWA NMPOoBOANTb ee B3rnaaom. Hecmortps
Ha BCIO KPACOTy, OHa He Bbi3blBaJla COBEPLUEHHO HUKAKNX SMOLUN.

Y>X Ha Hee-TO OH He CcTa bbl CMOTpPETDb, KaK BaBODO)KEHHbIVI naounoT...



Ho PeinpeH nocTapascs YHATb U 3/10CTh Ha cebs, U SpoCTb B afpec CaMO3BaHKW.
Cenyac aMmoumn Nnwb Mewanu. Nepesen B3rasa Ha CBOU NaAoHWU. 30/10TUCTbIN
MepLaloLWniA 3HaK TYT »Ke MOoC/yLLHO NPOCTYNWA Ha KoXXe. YTo X, nopa y3HaTb, rae
cbexxaBllas HeBecTa...

PaHblUe, KOHeYHO, eMy NoA0OHYI0 Marnio 3agencTeoBaTb He Npuxogmnnack. Ho
co3ZlaHHasa LepeMoHnen cBA3b Bblsla HACTONLKO NPoYHa, 4To 6e3 0cobbix ycunmnm
y0anoCb NepeHecTUCb CO3HaHNEM K CBOEN Lien.

ToNbKO CHavasna OH He yBuaoesn Hn4ero. JlInwb nocTeneHHO BCe Havasno MPOACHATbLCA.

TemMHaa KOMHaTa... [ToxoXxe, cnajibHA...

A BOT 1 6erngHka! Ho noyemy nexxuT Ha nony? Hey>xenn notepsisa Co3HaHWe, eaBa
ctofa nepeHecsiacb? TONIbKO N3-3a 4ero?..

Bce ewe B ToM 6en10M NnaTbe, pbiXKKe BOIOChI pa3MeTasnChk... MIHCTUHKTUBHO cpa3y
3aX0TesIoCb NOOHATb €e Ha PYKN 1N NepeHecTn Ha KpoBaTb. [la TONIbKO cenvac OH Mor
NINLWb CMOTPETb CO CTOPOHbLI, N TO COBCEM HEOOJrO.

C TpynoM oTBen B3rnsg. Tak, raoe ApakoHuin cocyn? Ho HaCcKobKO NO3BOJISAN
ornsaeTbCsa LapsLWnin B KOMHaTe CyMpak, pesIMkBUn TYT TOYHO He 6bi1o. VI aBepb
BeAb 3anepTa U3HyTpu. OKHO OTKPbLITO, HO TYT, MOXO0XXEe, BbLICOTA Takas, YTo MpPocTo
TaK He crnpbirHeLwsb. JInbo yHeclwnin apTedakT HEBEAOMbI MoAeNbHUK CaMO3BaHKU
yMeeT NIEBUTUPOBATb, YTO Y>K 04eHb Bpsa sn. JInbo... NHbIX BepCcuii Noka He MMenocCh.

PelijeHa pe3Ko BepHyJIo Ha3aa.

Hy>XHO NPOCTO A0XAAaTbCs, NOKa OHa NpuaeT B cebsd, y>X Toraa nepeHoc Co3HaHua
Tak He obopBeTcs. MoKa NMULb SCHO, YTO ero obMaHLMLUa-HeEBECTa, CKOpee BCero, B
HekoeM 3aMKe. Buja 13 okHa OTKpPbIBA/ICS Ha NMOPOCLLME SIECOM XOJIMbI U, K
COXKaJIEHNIO, HE MOT CJTYXKUTb OPUEHTUPOM.

Hunyero, Bce paBHO HanaeT CTOJIb Harno obMaHyBLUYO ero camo3BaHKy.  Ha ee xe
CYacCTbe, ecnn cocyn C APaKOHbUM NnameHeM byneTt Npu HeER... A y3bl CErogHsALWHEN
LepeMOHUN BMOJIHE MOXXHO Pa3pyLWNTb, HO 15 3TOro X0Tb KakK Ha40 HaxX0AMNTbCS
nobnunsocTwn.



N Ha BCe oT cuibl Nnapa Hepesb... POBHO CTOMIBKO Aan OFHEHHbIN MOCNAHHUK Ha
noAroTOBKY NMpeTeHAeHTaM Ha NpecTosi. K KOHLUY 3TOro Cpoka HY>XHO XOTb KakK
BbIMOJIHUTb BCe YCNOBUA. VI y)XK CINLLKOM BbICOKWN CTaBKMU, 4TObbI npourpaThb.

HO CyTb He TOJIbKO B 3TOM.

OTbICKaTb KOBapHYto 6ernsHKy - Tenepb Aesi0 YeCcTu. ApoCTb A0 CUX MOp He
YHUManacb, C TPyAOM yaaBanocb ee caepxmBaTb. CKONIbKO pa3 ero nbiTajnch
0bMaHyTb, 3aMaHNTb B JIOBYLWLKY, NOrybnTb TEM UAN NHBIM CMTOCOBOM - HUKOMY He
yhaBasiocb! A TyT Kakasa-TO pbIXKEB0OJI0OCas AeBYOHKa NpoBefia ero, kak 6e3mo3rnoro
toHUa!

N ecnn oHa HapgeeTcs, 4TO 3TO conaeT en C PYK, TO O4eHb N O4€Hb 3pPA...

[(naBa TpeTbA

BuBuaH

- A Mbl y>xe Obl10 pewnnan, 4To Tbl cbexana, - XMXUkKHyna MagennH. - Xota Kopaenuns
bosiblle HacTanMBasla Ha BEPCUN «yMepia».

1 nepeBesia MpaYHbIil B3ras4 Ha CUASLLYIO 3@ CTOJ/IOM HanMpoTUB CTapluylo cecTpy. Ho
OHa NPEeCNOKOMHO Aeslana BUM, YTO yBJIeYEHa 3aBTPAKOM U faxXKe HaC He CJIbILWNT.

- 9 NpPOCTO...HEMHOIO NPOryssisiack, TOJIbKO U BCEro, - 1 ToXe He cobupanack
BblAaBaTb UCTUHHbIE 3MOLMN. Bnaro, Marn4eckni 3Hak Ha NafoHSAX NMPOSBAANCA NNLb
B TOM CJlyyae, ecsin s caMa 3Toro xotena. [MpeacTtaBuTb CTpPaALLHO, Kak b6kl Moe
CEMENCTBO OTpearmpoBasio Ha TOT PaKT, YTO A MOMOJIBJIEHA C 3aKJ/ISSTbIM BParom
KJaHa...

- C TBOEW CTOPOHbLI 3TO 6bINI0 KpaHe 6e30TBETCTBEHHO, - CUAALLASA BO rJlaBe CToNa
MaMa CMOTpeJsia Ha MeHs 04eHb cypoBo. OBbIYHO, €cnn B Tpane3sHoM 3asie



npmncyTCcTBOBaJl 0Tel, OHa HW CJZ1I0OBa He roeopuia.

Ho ceronHs ero He 6b110. 1 To XxopoLlo, a To 0b6a3aTeNbHO Hava 6bl UPOHU3NPOBATD,
MOJ1, BUBMaH, HY 1 rae ke cocy/ C PAaKOHbUM MiaMeHem?

Brnipoyem, s 1 Tak goraabiBanack, Kyaa UMEHHO Aeflacb pefnkBusa. TEMHbIN, BUANUMO,
TaK HacTpows NopTas, 4TO eABa s 04YyTWUIaCb AOMa, KaK COCY TYT )Xe nepeHeccs K
HeMy. Mo CyTun, NoAJIbIA Mar NPOCTO CTALLW ero MOMMMK pPyKaMMu.

N Benob cerogHs yTpoM, eaBa A npuwna B cebs, nepsbiM AeN0OM OTbiCKala
3/10CHACTHbIN CBUTOK, 4YTOObI NpM3BaTb TEMHOIoO K 0TBETY. HO HavyepTaHHoe
3aKJINHAHME NOMNPOCTY ncyesno! byaTo ero n BoBCe HMKOraAa TaM He 6bi1o! Y1o TyT
CKaX<elllb, TEMHbIN YMeeT 3amMeTaTb cnenbl.

bnaro, cerogHs y>xe 0osXkHa BepHyTbCs babylka, a y>K OHa HaBEpPHSKa 3HAEeT, 4TOo
3TO 3a Mar n rae ero HanTMu...

[lBepb B TpanesHbIA 3a/1 0OTBOpPMIACh U BoLwen oTel,. B BecbMa npunoaHATOM
HacTpoeHun. 1 aymana, obazaTenbHO HayHeT NMbO opaTb M3-3a MOEN NPoNan Ha
CyTKW, nnbo HacMexaTbCs. Ho HeT. py3HO ONyCTMBLUMCL B KPECJIO BO r1aBe CToNa,
AEMOHCTPATUBHO NOMaxa MoYTOBbIM CBUTKOM.

- OT Xapanbfa, Mmexay npo4ynmm! EMy HaCTOJIbKO HE TEPNUTCHA CKPENUTb COK3 HaLLUX
KJIaHOB, YTO NMOMOJIBKa Ha3Ha4YeHa y>xe 4yepe3 Tpu aHA!

N3 MmeHa cnoBHO Bpa3 BeCb BO3AYX BbiWnbA0. Tpu AHA?..

Kopaenusa rngaHyna Ha MeH4 Tak, 6y,£l,TO elBa caoep>XajacCb, 4yTObbI He 3anyCcTnTb
CTOJI0OBbIM HOXKOM. HO 4 fla>ke BHUMAHUNA He o6paT|/|J'|a Ha CTOJIb OTKPOBEHHYIO
HeHaBUCTb B Na3aXx CecTpbil.

CuTyauums... 4 nomonsieHa ¢ PengeHoM, HO Yepes Tpu OHA O0J/IKHA MPONTH
LLepeEMOHMIO MOMOJIBKUM C XapasbaoM. A 3To BoobLle ocyuiectBumo? U ecnm He
OCYyLLEeCTBMMO, TO KaK NposaABUTCA? Ha caMon LLepeMOHNN BbISCHUTCS, 4TO A yXKe
cBsi3aHa ¢ gpyrum? Yto Torga byger...



Bnonmo, Ha pagocCcTsax, 4TO TaK CKOPO 3aKJIIOYMT COKO3 C KNIaHOM Xapasbaa, oTel,
Ja>ke He cTasl Bo3paXkaTb, 4Tobbl 1 HaBecTuna 6abywky. Hy oa, Bce paBHO
POACTBEHHAsA NPMBSA3b HE NO3BONT MHe cbexaTb. Ho s Hageanacb, 4To obs3aTesnibHO
Hanay Kakon-HMbyab BbIXOA N3 TYNMUKOBOW Ha MepBbIN B3rnsa4 cCUMTyauun. TobKO Ans
Ha4vaJla HY>XKHO pPa3>XUTbCs MHPOPMaLMNeEN.

Korpa s 6bin1a maneHbkon, 6abyuika Xxunna ¢ HaMn B 3aMKe, HO B UTOre He BblaepykKasa
1 nocenmnnacb B JOMUKe cpeun neca. PaHblue OHa ero Ncrnosib3oBasia UCKJIIYNTENIbHO
AN NMPUroToBJIeHUS TaM 3enuin, Tenepb 060CHOBaNacb OKOHYaTeslbHO. Mo ee cnoBawm,
NlyyLwe ofiHOM cpefau neca, YeM B 3aMKe C KOM(MOPTOM, HO B obLiecTBe Moero
HEeBbIHOCMMOIo OTLa.

OHa c4MTanacb ogapeHHon BegyHben, 4acTb €e Marmu nepeLwlsia K Moenm Mame, a
3aTeM n K Kopgoenuun. MHe xe oT 6abywkn gocTannch InWb OrHEHHO-PbIXXNE BOJIOCHI.
MNpaBaa, cenyac oHa 6blna cniowb cenas. Bnpoyem, Bcerga KomneHcnmpoBasa 3To
apkon ogexnon. OQHMX LBeTacTbIX Wanen y Hee bblna Lenas Koanekuns.

- 9 Tak pafa, 4TO Tbl BEPHYAChk! - C MOpora BOCKJNKHY A S.

Babyllka B 3TO BpeEMS COCPEAOTOHEHO OTMEpPSSIA MO KanaaM Kakon-To TpaBsaHOW
HacToOM NPsIMO Hag Oy/bKAKOLWINIA KOTENIKOM. B HOC MPUBBLIYHO yAapua apoMaT JyroBbIX
TpaB, HO 3eCb, MO-MOEeMY, OH HUKOrla U He BbIBETpPMBAJICS.

- 91 ToxKe o4yeHb Tebe pana, AeBo4YKa Mos, - babylwKa XoTb 1 Tenno ynbibHynacb, HO
He OTBOAW/Ia COCPEAOTOYEHHOro B3rnsa4a C TAryye cTeKkatwLmx Kanesab HacTos. -
Morogn MMHYTKY...

- Tbl He NpeacTaBagewWwb, TYT TakKoe C/y4nnoch! - 4 HepBHO Mepsna waramm
HeboNbLWYI KOMHATKY. - HacTosAwasa KkatacTpodal!

- Bu, He CTOUT ApaMaTU3NPOBaTb, - Ka3asloCb, OHa NULb elle 6onblue
cocpenoToymMnack. Buanmo, KpaHe Ba>KHO Ob1J10 HE OLLINOBUTBLCA C YNCIIOM Kanesb. -
Y710 6bl HN CNYYNSIOCb, HABEPHSAKA 3TO He TaK CTPaLUHO, KakK Tbl NpeAcTaBAseLllb...

- 1 nomoneneHa c PemgeHomMm u3 poaa Apenc! - Boinanmna 1.

babylwka 3amepna, rnaas Ha MeHs BO BCe rasa.



- 51 He Wy4y, BCe TaK 1 eCTb, - TyT e gobaBunia s. - 9TO C/Iy4YMUIOCb BYEPA B 3aMKe
NpakoHnn YTec, n uepemMoHunto NpoBoanna caMm nocsiaHHMkK 6oros Aadgep.

®NaKOHYMK BbICKOJIb3HY Y HEe U3 pPyK NpsiMo B BynbKaowmin koTenok. babaxHyno
TakK, YTO Ja)ke yLUW 3aJ10’K110. BMUr Bce 3aBONIOK TEMHO-3€/1€HbIN AbIM, MPULLIOCH
pacnaxmBaTb ABEpPb U CMELIHO OTKPbIBAaTb OKHa.

Koe-KaK OTKawWwIAaBLUNCD, 6a6ymKa owesioMJIEHHO YTOYHWUIA:

- BuBunaH, HO 4 He NoHMMalo... Kak XXe Tak? Balu oTeL BHe3arnHo nomyapen n pewmn
3aKJI04YUTb MUP C CEBEPHbIMU KNaHaMn?.. XOTs B 3TO MHE BepuUTCS C ewe 60nbwmnm
TPYyAOM.

- Bce 4yTO4YKy CnoXXHee, - B3AOXHYB, 1 Npucesa Ha CTyn y okHa. - OTeu cobpancs
oThoaTb MeHs Xapanbay. N B Hagexae nsbexxaTb 3ToM y4acTu g obpaTmnacb K 04HOMY
Mary, oH co3fgasn asasa MeHs 3aknaTbe ABCONIOTHOM Yaa4u w...

- Tak, noroau, - pe3ko nepebuna oHa. - 3aknatbe AbcontotTHom Yaaum? Bu, Tbl 4TO-TO
nyTaelwb. 9TO HACTOJIbKO APEBHAS Marmsa, 4To cenyac et He BlageeT HUKTO.

- Hy a TBOW 3HAKOMbIW, KaK BbISICHUIOCb, O4EHb AaXXe BjageeT, - A MPoOTAHYNa en
CBUTOK.

BabyluKa BHMMATEIbHO €ro 0OCMOTpesia CO BCEX CTOPOH.

- N? - nogHANa Ha MeHSA HeNnoHVUMaIOLW WA B3rnaa,.

- Tak TyT 6blN10 3aK/IMHAHWE ero Npu3biBa. Kopaenns Halwna cpeam TBOMX KHUT Mo
Marun. s gymana, 4To Tbl B KypCe, KakOW 3TO Mar.

OHa HaxMmypwunachk eule 6onblue.

- MoBepb, 3TOT CBUTOK A BMEPBbIE BMXXY U B pyKax Aep>Ky. Marua scerga 3anoMnuHaeT
TaKkue Beln, Kak Obl JABHO OHW HU UCMOJIb30BaNNCh. Tak YTO A TYT TOYHO He Mpu4em.
Huyero, Mbl BbISCHUM, OTKYZl@a 3TOT CBUTOK B35JICA U KOMY OH MPUHAANEXUT... -
6abyluKa cnewHo AocTana C NOJIKN HECKOIbKO MELLIOYKOB M NMPUHAIACh MO LWenoTKe
NocbiNaTb X COAEPXXMMOE MPSIMO Ha JIeXXALMN Ha CTOJIe CBUTOK. - A Thl MOKa, KakK



MO>XHO NoJpPobHEN, pacCKa)ku MHe OT U f0.

S1 He cTafNa CKPbIBATb HUYEro, HX OAHOM AeTann. OnycTuia NNb COBCTBEHHbIE
olwlyLiIeHna Bo BpeMs nouenys c PenneHoM. Mo mepe Moero pacckasa 6abyuika 1o
axana, To KayaJsia rosioBoi. 9 Tak )XJaana, 4To OHa celyac 3aBepuT, MOJI, BCe 3TO
JIErKO peLlaeTcs, HO Kyda y>X TaM.

- Ox, BuBunaH... botocb, nopagoBaTb MHe TebsA He4yeM. [1a, y3bl MOMOJIBKN MOXHO
paspywunTb, HO AJ19 3TOro BaM ¢ PengeHoM npmnaeTcs BCTPETUTLCA JIMLOM K ningy. A
YY4NTbIBaA, 4TO Thl, MO CYTW, YKpasia y Hero ApakoHbO PeJIMKBUIO, OH IBHO MoMAeT Ha
BCe, 4TOObl ee BepHYTb. TOT (hakT, 4To y Tebs cocya yxe HeT, BpA M MOCAYXUT
onpashaHnem. Ckopee Bcero, Thbl Npasa, TEMHbLIA NPOCTO BOCMNOJ1b30BaJICA CUTyaumnen,
4TOoObI NPUCBONTL apTedakT cebe. Ho ecnm OH 1 BNpasay HaAaCTOJIbKO
MOryLleCTBEHHbIW, pa3 Tak 3anpoCcTO UCMOJIb3yeT APEBHIO Maruio, Aesia CoBCeM
naoxu. Cnaon y Hero opakoHun cocy He otobpaTb, CaMa NOHUMaeLb. XUTPOCTbIO?
BotoCb, TaM HAaCTOJIbKO MPOX>XKEHHbIA TUM, 4TO ero He nposegellb... 1 6bl 04eHb
xoTena Tebsa yTewnTb, HO CUTyaumnsa 1 Brpasay TynukoBas. [la)xe XopoLlo, 4To
noMoJsiBKa C XapasibAoM TakK CKOpO.

- Y10 e TyT xopowero? - MHe Boobule y>xe Ka3anocb, 4To B rnybuHe aywm TukatoT
OrPOMHbIE YacCbl, OTMePSAA 3TN OCTaBLUNECS TPUN AHS MOEN HOPMaslbHOW XXN3HWU. Tpu
AHS 00 TOro, Kak oHa NMpeBpaTUTCS B CYLLMIA KOLIMap.

- 91 3Hato, KakK 3TO NPO3BY4YUT, HO NHAYE HUKAK... - CEB Ha CTYJ1 PAAOM CO MHOW,
babyLuKa B3si1a MeHSA 3a pyKu. - Bu, cenyac TBOSA XXU3Hb HAKPEMNKO CBA3aHa C XXU3HbIO
PengeHa. I npobnema ga)ke He B TOM, 4TO €ro MoryT ybuTb, n Torga TyT XXe yMpellb
N Tbl. PEeH HaMepeH CTaTb KOPOJIEM, EMY KaK MOXHO CKOP€ee HY>XHa noaxoasuias
HeBeCTa, MoHUMaewb? 1 OH He CTaHeT XAaTb, CO AHSA Ha OeHb NMPONAET LEPEMOHUNLO
MOMOJIBKWM C Apyron. Ho Takon pa3pbiB ero cBs3n ¢ Tobon nonpocTty Tebsa ybbeT. To
€CTb TYT BOMNPOC /INLLb B TOM: KTO NEPBbIN N3 BaC TaK NOCTYMNUT.

- MHe 6onbLUe HpaBUTCA BapuaHT: oTobpaTb Y TEMHOIO pesinkBUIO, BEPHYTb Pengeny
N TUXO-MUPHO pa3opBaTb MOMOJIBKY N0 0600O4HON AOrOBOPEHHOCTMU, - BO3pa3una s. -
NMonMuK, 5 He XKenak HUKOMY cMepTu. [laxe eMy, XOTb OH U Hall Bpar. YecTHO roeops,
OH He MOoKa3aJiICA MHe TaKMM Y>X Y>KaCHbIM, KaK y Hac roBopsT. N g He xo4uy bbITb
MOBUHHOW B ero rubenu.



- In6o Tbl, 1nbo OH, - 6abylika pa3Besia pykamu. - Bu, - Ta)Keno B34oXHyNa, - 1 BCe
noHMMalto, noeepb. Ho cenyvac Mbl fO/IKHbI cAaenaTh Bce, 4Tobbl Tebsa cnacTu. A 3Hat,
Thl XOTeNa Kak sy4ywe n He Morsa npeayragaTh, Kak BCE B UTOre C/1oXXnTcs. Notomy
He BUHWN cebs. botock, bpaka ¢ Xapanbaom Tebe He n3bexxaTb, TBOEro oTua
nepeybeanTb HEBO3MOXXHO. HO B HalLKX cuiax nocTapaTbCsa XO0Ts 6bl XXN3Hb Tebe
COXPaHUTb.

OHa xoTena ckKasaTb YTO-TO elle, HO HaJ CBUTKOM Ha CTOJ1e B3BUJ1I0Cb MepuaHmne "
MPUHAJNIOCL CKJ1aOblBaTbCA B HEACHbIE TEHN.

- Tak-Tak-Tak, - 6babylwka TyT )Ke BCTana, nogowna nobaumxe. - Cenyac-to Mbl
y3HaeM, 4YTO 3a Mara 3TOT CBUTOK MPU3bIBasl, KTO NCMNOJIb30Baa NCYE3HYBLIEE
3aKnaTbe o tebsa u Koraa...

Ha HeCKosbKO MrHOBEHUI NoBMUCa TULLIKMHA. babyLlika NbITAMBO BrasabiBasach B
MesibKalwme TeEHN, N MHOXKECTBO 3MOLMKM YCNeno CMEHUTLCSA Ha ee NInue - Npuyem,
HW OOHOW XOpoLlen.

MepuaHue nocTeneHHo NoTyXJ1o.

- Y10 TaM? - 06ECNOKOEHHO crpocuna .

- 3Halo 4, 4YTO 3TO 3a TEeMHbIN Mar... - babylLika cMoTpena Ha MeHsA pacTepsHHO n
hake ncrnyraHHo. - Ho 6bonblue Bcero MmeHda nyraeTt gaxke He 3To. CBUTOK... - ee rosioc
AporHyn. - OH npuHagnexut JlupeHe.

- Mame? - oToponena 1.

OHa MegneHHo kmBHyNa. C TakuM BUAOM, CZIOBHO CaMa B 3TO Bepuia C TPYyL4OM.

- 1 Ha4YepTaHHbLIM TaM 3aKNATbEM MPU3biBa OHa BOCMOJIb30BaJslaCb NNLWb OgHaXK4bl. 3a
0eBATb MecdALeB A0 TBOEro po>xxaeHus.

- TONIbKO He rOBOPU MHE, YTO TEMHbIA - MO HACTOALWMNIN OTel, - OT OAHON MbIC/IN 06
3TOM fa)Ke XYTKO cTano. NycTb Npuv Hawen eaNHCTBEHHOW BCTPeYe OH N He BHYLLa
OTBpPALLEHNS U CTPaxa, HO BbiTb A0YEPbLIO MPOKAATOr0 APEBHEro Mara BOT
COBEPLUEHHO HE XOTEeNocChb.



- HeT-HeT, 4TO ThI, - 6abyliKa ga)ke pykamm 3aMaxasa. - lHa4ve 6bl He 6bis10 y Tebs
POACTBEHHOW NPUBA3K, HE MO3BOSIOLLEN MOKNLATb 3aMOK HafoAro. Takas marus
OCHOBbIBaeTCs UMEHHO Ha KPOBHOM pPOACTBE, NOHMMaelwb? TBOM OTeL, KOHEeYHO,
KpanHe ganek OT COBEpPLUEHCTBA, HO YTO €CTb, TO eCTb... YTO )Xe KacaeTcs TEMHOro, -
OHa HaxMmypwunacbk. - Ero umsa BapsioH. o KpanHe Mepe, Tak ero Ha3blBatloT. Huyero
OOMOOJINHHO O HEM HEN3BECTHO, O4HM INWb CJYyXW, NPUYEM MOPON CaMble
HeBepOosATHbIEe. TOYHO MOXKHO CKa3aTb TOJIbKO O4HO: OH COBEPLUWI HEYTO TakKoe, 3a 4YTO
€ero NPoKAAAM CaMn APaKOHbl. bbITb MOXET, N nX nocsiegHee niamMsa emy
noHagobunnocb NMWb C TOW LeNblo, HTOObl KAKUM-TO 06pa3oM OT NMPOKNATbSA
n3baBuTbca. TyT ocTaeTCcs NNWb ragaThb...

- A TO, 4TO MaMa K HeMy obpallanacb? 3TO YTO MOXET 3HAYNTL?

- botoCb, OTBET Ha 3TOT BOMPOC MOXET AaTb TOJIbKO caMa JlmpeHa. MNMonpobyn
OCTOPOXXHO €e paccnpocuTb. Bce-Takm B Marnm mos Ao4b oTJNYHO pa3bupaeTcs, n
OHa bbbl He cTana no nycTsakaMm obpawaTbCa K CTOJ/Ib MOTyLWEeCTBEHHOMY TEMHOMY Kak
BapsioH. TyT 9BHO Lesi0 cepbe3Hoe.

- A c camum BapnoHoM Kak-HMbyab CBA3aTbCS MOXXHO? - Y MEHSA eLle Tenaunach
HagexX/a, YTOo NoJIyHYUTCS APAaKOHUA COCY [ BEPHYTh.

- HaBepHoe, MO>XHO, HO A He MpeacTaBAsAlo Kak, - B3A0XHYB, 6abylika nokavana
rOJIOBOW. - 3aK/IMHaHMe, KOTopoe 6bI10 Ha 3TOM CBUTKE, He BOCCTAHOBUTb, a Apyrue
cnocobbl Bbi3BaTb BapsioHa HEM3BECTHbI. TyT TOJIbKO €C/M OH caM BAPYr 06bABUTCS,
4TO BpSQ . Ul Tak Begb 3anoslyyus, 4To XOTes.

CTpaHHO, HO MeHs He Nokuaana yBepeHHOCTb, YTO C TEMHbIM A TOYHO BUAeslacb He
nocnegHnn pas.

Jlomoli s BO3Bpallasiiacb NEWKOM, Bena Jiowaab nog ysaubl. ConHue 30/10TU10
BEPXYLUKM OepeBbEB BAOJIb IECHOW TPOnMbI, KJIOYKaMu npornasabiBano 6esobnavyHoe
6umpto3oBoe Hebo. B TakoWm NOroXunin AeHb COBCEM He XOTENI0Cb AiYMaTb HM O YeM
naoxom. Ho MHe Ka3anoCb, YTO HaA40 MHOW 3aBUC TMFAHTCKWUA Meu, 1 fie3Bue BOT-BOT
onycTuTCcs.

ToNbKO 9 He cobupanacb CMUPEHHO MJIbITb MO TeYEeHU0. Bce Xe TeMHbIN Mar Npu BCEN
CBOEW BEpPOJIOMHOCTM NoAan MHe NpeKkpacHyto naew. Beab n snpasay, 6€3 comHeHnN,



BCerpga CcylwecTByeT HeKasl NocsiefoBaTebHOCTb COObITUIA, BeayLllas NPSMMKOM K
Lenn. 3Ha4YnT N cernyac y MeHs eCTb LWAHC 1 3aMy>XeCcTBa ¢ XapasbaoM nsbexaTb, 1
MecTun PeinpeHa 3a04H0. U Kak 6bl 3Ty HY>XKHYIO YyAeCHeNLW Yo rnocienoBaTeNbHOCTb
npeagyragaTh...

NMoKa naeanbHbIN packnag MHe BUOeNCS ToNbKo ognH. A 3abupato y BapnoHa
OPaKOHUIN cocyn, NpenbsaBasaio ero otTuy. Tem cambiM n3basnsaocb oT 6paka ¢
Xapanbgom. Ho Beab He 6b1s10 ycnoBus, 4Tobbl 9 pennkeunio oTaana, - nb, 4TobbI
nobbina. Tak 4TO 1 NPEeCcnoKoOMHO MOry BepHyTb ee PengeHy n no obotogHoMy
corjlacumio pacToprHyTb NnoMosBky. N Bce!

N nnwb Tpn gHA Ha TO, 4TObbl KaK-TO coBepLWNTb 3TO 4yAo...

B 0o4AMH MUI HaKaTW/O Ol YyLLEHME HYYy)XOro B3rnaaa. 9 TyT XKe oCTaHOBMUNachb,
ocMOTpenacb No cTopoHaM. Bpoae 6bl HUKOro. la n komy 66l NnoHagobuaochb 3a MHOW
cnegunTb?

MaMbl lIoMa He okKa3asiock. OHa yexasia BMecTe ¢ MagenunH B XxpaM HanaHHU, 4TobbI
noaHoweHnaMn nobnaroaapmTb 60rMHIO 3a €€ MUIOCTb. A KOHKPETHO: 3a MO CKOpPbIN
6pak c Xapanbaom. O6 3TOM 5 y3Hana OT NOXUION Cly)XaHKN. OTel, ToXxe
OTCYTCTBOBAJ1, TakK 4YTO U3 POAHbIX Ha rna3a nonasack Anwb Kopaenus. MpuyemMm,
cecTpa cMepu/la MeHs HaCTOJIbKO TOPXKECTBYOLLMM B3rnaaomM, 6yaTo yxxe npuaymana
rapaHTUPOBaHHLIN crnocob n3baBuTbcs. [la y>K, C HEN HY>XXHO Aep>XaTb YXO BOCTPO.
Kak 6bl 1 BNpaBay He yCTpouia o4epeaHyto NakocTb.

OcTaToK aHA A npoBena B bubnunorteke. Mo cnosam 6abyLikn, TyT MOXXHO BbII0 HAUTKU
N ynoMmnHaHma o BapnoHe, n o cocyne c nocnegHNM ApakoHbUM NaameHeM. Ho
KacaTes/IbHO TEMHOI0 Mara B UICTOPUYECKMX KHUIax nonagasancb CrJolHbIe
npoTmeopeyns. B ooHMX OH pMCOBaJICA repoeM, B APYyrux - 3/100eeM, a B TPETbUX -
Boobuie 4yTb /in He BOXKEeCTBOM B U3rHaHMK. bolocb, ecnn TyT U nMenach npasaa, To
TakKUMN KPYNMLAMM, 4TO TONKY Mano.

Kak s 1 npocuna, MHe cpa3y A0JI0XKWUAW, KOr4a MaMa BepHynachk. [MpaBaa, ciy>KaHKa
CKa3ana, 4To Kobbl rocno)a caMma MeHs ULLIET N BPOLE KaK HanpaB/seTCs B MO
KOMHaTy. {1, KOHe4YHo, nocneLwinna Tyaa Xe.



Mama MeHs onepeanna. Korga s npuwia, oHa y>Xe cngena B Kpecsie B MOen crnaJsibHe,
a 0[Ha N3 CNy>XaHOK pacCTaB/a/la Ha CTO/INKE YalHUK, YalWwKu 1 6a104a C NTMPOXHbIMK
N 3acaxapeHHbIMN ppyKTamMn. XM, € Yyero Bapyr? Ckosbko cebs NoOMHIO, HK pa3y
nogobHoro YaenuTmna BaBoeM He 6b110. inn ¢ Toro MoMeHTa, Kak s BpoAe Kak CTana
ONs KJlaHa NoJs1Ie3HOW, KO MHe pe3Ko nogobpenn?

Ho s coep)xana capkasm. 3TO SBHO He Jly4llee Ha4ano pa3rosBopa, B KOTOPOM MHe
CTO/Ib MHOIroe Heobxoanmo BbiBefaTb. a n mama npebuiBana B 61arom
pacrnosioXXeHnn ayxa. Henb3sa Taky BO3MOXHOCTb YNYCKaTb.

- Ox, BuBMaH, Tbl OMATb HECKOJIbKO HYaCOB NpoBesia B 6ubnnoteke? - c ykopsioLlei
ynblbKOM OHa noka4vana rosioBoi. - AnTtsa moe, Tebe nopa n3baBAsTLCA OT 3TON
6ecnonesHol NpuBbIYKKA. COBCEM CKOPO Thl BbIAELLb 3aMYy>XX, U TBOS XKN3Hb
KapAWHanbHO U3MEHUTCS.

OTnyCTUB C/NY>KaHKY, OHa camMa pas3/inia Nno YallkaM apoMaTHbIA Yal.

1 He cTana CnopuTb, MPEKPACHO MOHUMaZd, 4To 3To 6ecrnonesHo. IHorga MeHsa faxke
noceujasia BeCbMa KOLLYHCTBEHHAsA MbICJ/Ib: XOPOLUO, YTO MOMM BOCNMUTaHUEM
3aHMManacb nMeHHo 6abyuwka, a He pognTenun. NHavye Bbl 9 TOYHO Tak XXe c4yuTana,
4TO MUP 060N XKEHLLNHBLI OFPaHUYEH NNLLb YCAY)XXEHMEM MY>XYMHE. MaMa CTOJ1IbKO
pa3 noBTopssa, YTO MMEHHO B 3TOM Hall CBATOW OO, - y>Ke OT 04HOW 3Ton hpa3bl y
MeHs 3ybbl cBOANNO.

- Mama, MOXXellb MHe OTBETUTb YeCTHO Ha OAMH BOMPOC? - KakK Obl Mexay rnpo4ymm
NMPon3HecCsa 4, B34B HYallKy C HYaeM.

- [la, KOHe4YHo, - OHa C FTOTOBHOCTbLIO KUBHY/IA.

MpULWIOCL COMNHATL Ha xonay.

- 9 cerogHsa 6bina y 6abyLikKn, 1 OHa BCKOJIb3b YNOMSAHYNA, 4TO C MOUM POXXOEHNEM
CBfA3aHa Hekas TanHa. byato 66l Thl 06bpalwanacb K TeMHOMY Mary no umMmeHu BapsoH.
37O Tak?

A HW Ha MUT He cBoAMNa C Hee B3rnsan, 4Tobbl He yNyCcTUTb HU eANHON SMounKn. Ho 1
peakuua n Tak bbisia o4eBnaHon. Mama Bpas nobnegHena, fake pyku AporHysnm, oHa



e/lBa He YPOHWJIa CBOIO YallKYy.

- A OHa OTKyda 3HaeT? - cnpocuia B cepauax C OTKPOBEHHOW Aocanon. - BusmaH, Tol
»Ke NOHMMaellb, 0 TaKOM HeJb3s pacnpocTpaHATbCs. OTey 1 Tak K Tebe...HEMHOIro
CypoB. A eCnu elle y3HaeT, 4TO TYT 3aMellaH TeEMHbIN Mar, NJoxo byaeT Bcem.

- CaMo coboli, 1 He pacckaxy. Ho, cornacuck, s MMeto NpasBo 3HaTb Npasay, - S He
oTCcTynana.

OHa Ts>keno B3aoxHyna. KpaiHe HeEXOTs NponsHecna:

- Tbl )Ke 3HaewWwb, TBOW OTeL BCcerga Me4dTtan o cbiHe. Ho poaunack Kopaenunsa, n oH
Obln1 BCE XXKe HEMHOI0 pa3oyapoBaH. 1 Toraga A pewnna obpaTnuTbCca K
MOryuweCTBEHHOMY Mary, 4Tobbl OH C MOMOLLbIO CBOEro APEeBHEro MOryuiecTea
nosausan Ha byayuwee. A npocuna, 4Tobbl Y HAC POoANICA CblH, TOJILKO W BCero. BapsaoH
obelan, 4yTo BCe Tak 1 bygeTt. Ho Ha cBeT nosABMAaChb Tbl. TEMHbIN MOMNPOCTY MEHS
obmaHy .

OHa rosopusia 0 MOEM POXXAEHUN C TaKMM pa3ovapoBaHMEM, 4TO 3TO Hecnabo
3a4eBano. Ho, noxoxxe, He nNrana, BCe UMeHHO Tak ¢ BapnoHoM n 6bin0. BecbMa
npeackasyemMo, KOHeYHO... TOJIbKO MHEe No4YeMy-TO YNOPHO Ka3asioCb, YTO €CTb TYT
Hekoe OBOWHOE AHO, TalHbIN CMbICA... HO 06 3ToM, B0ooCb, NOBEeAaTb MOI NINLLb CaM
TEeMHbIN Mar.

- Hy Bce, 3abyaem, - MaMa CHOBa YyJ/bIOHYyNaCb Kak HMU B 4eM He 6biBano. - 1 NpocTo
xoTena ¢ Tobon noroeopnTb. Kak-TO paHblUe Y HAaC He CKNaAblBaNoCb, XOTb Tenepb
HaBepcTaeM, - yxe 6e3 ynblbkn TUxXo npomsHecna: - BuBnaH, 1 NOHMMato, Tbl COBCEM
He Xo4elb 3aMyX 3a Xapasbha. Ho XXN3Hb TakKoBa, 4TO 3a4acTYyto Yy HAaC COBEPLUEHHO
HeT HMKakoro Bbibopa. A xo4y Npm3HaTbLCA Tebe Koe B 4YeM.

Ewe Hukoraa mama He 6blsla CO MHOM Tak OTKpOBeHHa. YyBCTBOBaJIOCb, YTO FOBOPUT
OT YNCTOro cepaua, 6e3 BCSIKOro iykaBCcTBa. 1 B HECKOJIbKO MI0TKOB OCYyLLWJ1a CBOKO
YalKy C YaeMm, caylasna BHUMaTEeNIbHO, CTapasCb HE yNyCTUTb HU CI0Ba.

- Korga mMHe 6b110 Tak XXe BoceMHaauaTb NIeT, Kak 1 Tebe, 9 ToXKe COBCEM He XoTena
3aMyX. Ac poXxnoeHnmA obnapgana HeNAOXMMKU CNOCODHOCTAMM K Marmm n Mmeytana
noexaTtb y4nTbCA B 3HAMEHUTYIO TMJIbANIO B Bapu,exe. Awn BripaBOy xXoTeJla NOCBETUTb
BCHO CBOKO XN3Hb MarM4eCKNM HayKawm, ﬂpeﬂ,CTaBﬂﬂeLlJb?



- A 0TYero Xe He roexasna? - MHe celyac Ka3asioCb, YTO S BNEPBbIE B XXU3HUN BUXY €€
HaCTOSLLY!O.

Mama B3L0XHYa.

- Moemy nane o4eHb Hy>XHa Bblla BOEHHas Nogaep>KKa CoOCeAHEero KjaHa, 4acTb
HaWKnX 3eMeNb 0TBOEBAJI CMEPTOHOCHbLIN TyMaH, eule n Haberm pas3bonHnKoB
y4acTuancb. Mor cnacTu Nnb KPOBHbIN COKO3, 1 BbIIO PELLEHO BblAaTh MEHS 3aMYyX...
>KeHnx MHe coBepLUeHHO He NOHpaBUICA. Balw oTeu n Torga He OT/INYaNCa XopoLWnMMN
MaHepaMun 1 gennkaTHbIM obpaweHnem. CKpbiBaTb He byay, 1 NONPOCTY NpuLlia B
y>Xac, 4TO MHe NpnOeTCsa CTaTb XXEHON HeoTeCaHHOro rpybusHa.

- N Heyxenn Teba 3acTaBunn? - coecem He no cebe ctano. A Tak nbuna 6abyuwiky,
He XOTesIoCb BEPUTb, YHTO KOraa-To oHa obownacbk ¢ COBCTBEHHOW A0YEPbLIO TaK, KakK
cenyac XOTAT NOCTYNUTb CO MHOMN.

Ho MaMa noka4vasa rosioBou.

- HeT. HUKTO MeHs He 3acTaBnan. Ho 4 cama npekpacHO NoHMMana, 4To CJINLWKOM
MHOro€e 3aBUCUT OT MOEro peLleHns, U He Moria NocTynnuTb UHave... U Bce xe 5
Hallla NpeKpacHbIN BbIXOA U3 CTOJIb HEMPOCTOW CUTYyaunn. 4 CMOra B CJIOXKUBLUNXCSA
obcToATENbLCTBAX BCe e 0bpecTn cHacTbe. A Ternepb TO »Xe NponsongeT n ¢ Tobon.

- YTOo Thbl MMeeLwb B BUAY? - 4 MATOM HaCTOPOXKNNaCh.

C noBonbHOM ynbibKOM MaMa rnepeBena B3raa4 Ha MO NyCTYHO YallKy.

- Bca npenectb Marnm B TOM, 4TO laXKe Korga Tbl HE MOXXeLlb U3MEeHUTb caMy
CUTyauuto, Bcerga ecTb WaHC NPOCTO NOMEHSATb CBOE OTHOLUEHNE K HEW, - NOSACHMA
OHa KaK HUW B 4YeM He bbiBao. - B cBoe BpeMsi UMEeHHO 3TO NMOMOrJI0 MHE He NPOoCTOo
CMUPUTBLCA C BbIHY)XAEHHbIM 3aMy>XeCTBOM, HO U HAaNTK B HEM CBOEe CcYacTbe. N ¢
To6ON NpomsonaeT TO XKe camoe. Yxe K Beyepy BbinnToe Tobon nog BMAOM Has
NPUBOPOTHOE 3eJibe HaYHeT AeNCTBOBaTb, N Thl Byaewb MeyTaTb 0 Xapasbae faxke
bonblie, 4em Kopaoenus.

B mepBbI MU MHe NoKa3asioCb, YTO A oC/blWanack. Hy He Moria »e oHa 1 Bnpasay
TakK NoCTynuUTbL?..



- Mama, HemMea/leHHO OTMeHU aencTBue 3enbsa! - 9 Bckovnna. OT HaKaTbIBAOLLErO
y>Xaca CTaJlo TPyAHO AblwaThk. NonacTb Noa AencTBUE MPUBOPOTHONO 3€J1bS - 3TO Xe
KakK rnotepsaTb camy cebs! MpeBpaTUTbCSA B MAapUOHETKY Marmun, oka3aTbCs BO BIACTU
hanblUNBbLIX YYBCTB A0 KOHLLA XXN3HWK!

- A ero He OTMEHUTb, - MaMa HEBO3MYTUMO MoXKasa naevyamu. - 1 He CMOTPU Ha MeHS
Tak, BuBmaH. 4 Bcero nmwb Tebe nomorna. Tenepb Tebsa He ByaeT yrHeTaTb
rpaaywas ceagbba. HaobopoT, Thl ee CTaHewWwb XAaTb C HeTepneHneM. Kak 1 8 B cBoe
BpeMs, Tbl CTaHelb CHaCTJIMBOMN.

- A, No-TBOEMY, Thbl cem4ac cHacTtamea?! - copBajlaCb A4, HEPBHO MepAd WaramMmum
KOMHaTYy. - BClO XX13Hb XO04ULb 33 OTL,OM TeHbtO, ILLIHEee C/I0BO bounwbcs emMy
CKa3aTb, rOTOBa Ha BCe, NuLb Obl TONBLKO eMy yroamnTtb - 3TO, 4YTO, cyacTbe?!

- EcTecTBEHHO, - MaMa CMOTpesia Ha MeHSI C UCKPEHHUM HegoyMeHneM. - IMeHHOo B
3TOM NpefHa3Ha4YeHMe KaXkaon XXeHWMNHbI. 1 TBoe B TOM Yucne. Tbl He TOJIbKO
NpUHecelb NOb3y KJaHy BbiIr0AHbIM BpakoM, HO 1 HaKOHeL-TO obpeTellb CMbICI
MKU3HW.

1 cxBaTuacbh 3a rosioBy. XoTenoChb MOMPoOCTyY B3BbIThb!

Kak npencTtasnto, 4To 6yay cMOTpeTb Ha 3TOro Mep3aBua BAO6AEHHbLIMY F1a3zamMu,
CNywaTbCa Ka)K4oro ero npukasa, fa ewe v MneTb OT BCero 3Toro COMHUTENIbHOIo
cyacTb4al..

A MaMa COo BCeM TeM e Mnopa)katoLmm CMNOKOWCTBMEM NOAbITOXWAA:

- 9 coenana 3esbe HepyLnMbIM. HanpaB/ieHO OHO UCKIKDYMUTENbHO Ha Teb4q, ¢
MPUBSA3bI0 KOHKPETHO K Xapanbay. 1 HUKTO HE OTMEHUT AencTeme 3Ton Mmarmm. Ho K
BeYepy Thbl Y)Xe U caMa He 3axoyelb, 4Tobbl 4To-11Mbo 6biN0 nHave. Ewe n
nobnarofapullb MeHs OT YNCTOro cepaua.

MpuXBaTUB YaMHMK, OHA MOKWUHYJA MO KOMHATY. Ul TYT )Ke rPOMKO LLENKHY I
HapPY>KHbIA 3aCOB.

OTNNYHO, MeHs eLe " 3anepnu!



Obo)kato cBoe ceMencTBo. N ¢ KaxabiM aHeM Bce bonbLie n bonblue.

Ka3anocb, 4TO 1 MONPOCTY OTpaBJsieHa. U 14 Tenepb HEYMOJIMMO PacnpoCTPaHAETCS
Nno Tesly 1 y>Xe COBCEM CKOPO 3aXBaTUT MeHs BCl. He 3Hato, Kak A0/1XKHO 6bIf1o
NPOSABNATLCA AENCTBME 3€/bs, HO AaXKe (PU3NYeCcKU cTaso naoxo. CnoBHO Obl 4TO-TO
HEeCTepPnuUMOo XIJlo BHYTPU, 1 3TO OLLyLLEeHNe NNLb YCUNBAIOCh.

A 3a OKHOM rnocTerneHHo Bevyepeno. N g Bce 6osanacb, 4TO B 110OOMN MOMEHT MOW pa3yMm
3aTyMaHUTCs «nt060oBblo» K Xapaibdy, HO NOKa HMYero NogobHOro He NPoONCXoAnNo.
JInwb My4YnTesnibHOE X>XKeHne CBUAEeTesIbCTBOBAJSIO O TOM, YTO CO MHOW YTO-TO He TaK.
Ha 6ynTo 6bl B CamMon gyule nosibiXas Takon no)kap, 4TO ero CUjbl Ha BECb Hall 3aMOK
XxBaTunno 6bl!

A cTosila y caMoro okHa, Aep>Xacb 3a NOAOKOHHUK U TAXKEeNo Abla. Havancs noxab,
NOAHAJNICSA BETEP - HABEPHSKA NPOXladHbIf, HO S ero He owyuiana. MoXxeT, MHe yxxe
4YyAWUNOCb, Ha Kanau Ao As, nagas Ha Mou NafoHu, TYT e ucnapsnuce. OT
HakaTuBLen caboCcTm HOrn NOAKOCUINCL, S CXBAaTUlaCb 3a LUTOPbLI, 4HTOObI He
ynacTb. C wunneHnem no nJoTHOW TKaHW Pacrnon3aock YepHoe NATHO OT OAHOr0 MOEro
NMPUKOCHOBEHMS, B HOC yapwua 3anax rapu.

A B cnegyouwmm MUr BCce npekpaTunocb. X>xkeHme, cnabocTb, 3aTyMaHEHHOCTb
MbiCsien - abcontoTHO BCce! ByaTO HaKoOHeL-TO BO BHYTpeHHen bopbbe Kakasa-To
CTOPOHa BCe e CMOorsa B35Tb BepX. Kak 3a4apoBaHHasa g CMOTpesia Ha Cepyto XxMapb,
AbIMKOM CTEeNSALLYIOCS NPpoYb OT MOUX NasbLeB. HECKOIbKO MTHOBEHUI, U OHa
beccnenHo pacTasia 3a OKHOM.

Y710 3TO Takoe ObINO?..

YyBcTBOBaNa A ceba HopManbHO, Xapasba NO-NMPeXXHEMY Bbi3biBaj JNLLUb CMECh
OTBpaLLEHNA N CTpaxa. Hey>xenu npruBopoTHOE 3es/ibe He NoaencTeoBano? Ho
noyemy? Kakas Takas cmna ero nepebopona, ecnm marvenm a9 He obnagato?

B3rnag 3amMep Ha NPOXX>XKEHHbIX Oblpax B LUTOpPaXx.

Moka A MoHUMana Wb OLHO: S CrpaBuIack C AeNCTBMEM 3eNbs. bbiTb MOXeET, He
Takasi y)XX 1 U HeogapeHHaa? YTo, ecqim MO Aap Kak pa3 UMeHHO B NPOTMBOAENCTBUN



Marnm? M ecnm g cMmorsa n3baBuTbCs OT MPUBOPOTHbLIX Yap, TO, MOXET, MOy4YnuTCS
NpPeofoNeTb N YTO-TO MNOCI0XKHee?

K npumepy, poACTBEHHYO NPUBS3b.

Fny6okKo BOOXHYB, A MOCTapaslaCb COCPenoTo4nTbLCA. B namAaTn camo cobor BO3HUKIO
TO OLWYLLIEHNE XXKEHUSA, N TYT XKe 1 BHOBb NOYYBCTBOBAaJla €ro OTrosIoCcKn. Ecnm ato u
€CTb Ta CaMas Cusla, TO HY>KHO Ha HEN N KOHLUEHTPUPOBATbLCA. [JaXke XaJlb, 4TO A0
3TOro MHe He MPMXoanaocChb NonagaTb Nog AeNCTBME Marum, Torga 6ol paHblie
y3HaJsla 0 TaKOW CBOen CrnocobHOCTM. HO 1 cenyvyac oHa Kak Heslb3s BOBPEMS.

OanbHenwnn nnaH BbICTPOUCA camM cobon: B NnepByto ovepenb n3baBnsaicb oT
POACTBEHHOW NpUBA3U, 4TOObI cMorsa cbe)xaTb A0 LepeMoHUn ¢ XapanabaoMm. A nocne
MO>XHO 3aMaXHYTbCs U Ha pa3pyLleHne Mmarmdeckmnx ys c PemageHom. U aa
3apaBcTBYyeT cBoboaa!

S y)xe 3Hana, Kyfa yeny. byayliee Tenepb pucoBasioCb UCKIOYUTESNIbHO B CBET/bIX
Kpackax. Ho, 4Tobbl MHE HUKTO He NMoMeLlan, HY>XHO YCbIMUTb 6a4NTeNbHOCTL. MyCcTb
CYMTAIOT, 4YTO 3aKNSATbE NOAENCTBOBAO.

N Korpa BCckope KO MHe BHOBb HaBefaJslaCb MaMa, s BCTpeTwua ee C yJ'IbI6KOI7I.

- BuBMaH, MUas, HY>XHO CHATb MEPKU ANS NaaTbha Ha LLePeMOHUI0, - MaMa BOLLIJ1a B
KOMHaTYy, 3@ Hell ceMeHun1a MopTHUXa.

- [la, KOHEeYHO, - A MeYyTaTesNlbHO B3A40XHYyNa. - Hagetock, 3To byaeTt camoe
npeKpacHoe nJiaTbe, KOTOPOE TOJ/IbKO MOXXHO MpPeaAcTaBUThb.

[lo 3TOoro BHUMaTEIbHO BrisAbIBaOLWLAACS B MOe /L0 MaMa C obreryeHnem
B340XHYya.

- He comHeBancs, Xapanbg HenpeMeHHO byaeT O0BOJIEH KPAaCOTOM CBOEN HEBECTHI.

Y>xe no3QHO Be4YEepOM S TAalKOM MOKWHYJ1a 3aMOK, YJIy4MB MOMEHT, Korga y BopoT
CMeHsislacb cTpaxka. A Hageanacb, 4To 6abylika NnoMo)xeT pa3obpaTbCa C MOUM



BHE3anHo 0bHapYy>XeHHbIM AapoM. Y>K KOMY, KakK He OMbITHOMN BeAyHbe, BCe 06 3TOM
3HaTb.

Heb6o 6b1710 3aTAHYTO Ty4aMu, Tak 4YTO B flecy Liapuia TeMHoTa. M B4o6aBOK CbipoOCTb
nocsie npollealero goxas. Ho s npekpacHo 3Hana Aopory, Aa U UATN NPeacTosno
COBCEM Heaanekxo.

Ha nonnyTun BHe3anHoO NeroHbKO 3aK0J10J10 MOW NlafloHN. S TYT )Xe 0CTaHOBWUJIaCh.
MepuatoLwmin 3HaK NPosBUICSA caM coboli, paccenBasn 30J1I0TUCTbIN CBET. XM, C Yero
BOPYr?.. OH e He fo/KeH ObiTb BUAEH, €C/IN S 3TOr0 He X0ouy...

- He no3gHoBaToe N BpeMs A1 NPOryJsiok? - Mpo3ByYas no3aan 3HaKoMbI
6apxaTUCTbIN rosoc.

PenpeH

Marmn4yeckas cBs3b He onpasAblBajla OXXuUAaHUsA. HMKaK He yaaBasioCb XOTS Obl
HEMHOro NMPoYyBCTBOBaTb, rae cenyac bernsHka. a>ke 6aHanbHO yBUAETb €€ Ha
paccToAaHuN!

C MOMeHTa LLlepeMOHNM MPOLLAN YXKE CYTKN, HO PelaeH No-npexHemMy NoHATUSA He
nMesn, C KEM MMEHHO OH TaK ONPOMETYUBO CBsi3asl CBO XXN3Hb. HO HEe coOMHeBasCs,
YTO BOT-BOT BbISCHUT. PUPOH A0/KeH OblN MOArOTOBUTL XPaHSALWMIACS B 3aMKe KJlaHa
ycunuTenb Marun. M y>xe Torga rnoayynTcs nepeHecTucb Co3HaHUEM Kyaa Obl TO HU
obino0. la)ke ecnu cama cbexxaBllaa HeBeCTa He CO3HAeTCs, rae oHa, MOXXHO byaeT
XOTS 6bl MO MECTHOCTU COPUEHTUPOBATHLCS.

N Bpoae Obl MMencss KOHKPETHbIN, HaBEPHSAKA YAAYHbIN MNJ1aH, N B TO )Xe BPEMS TO U
0eno HakaTblBa/IM CTPaHHbIe owyueHnsa. 1 nMeHHO Yepes LepeMoHuasnbHYto cBs3b. C
berngHKom ABHO 4YTO-TO NPOUCXOANO. YTO-TO C ee Marmen... Ho 4yBCTBOBasIOCb 3TO
HaCTOJIbKO pPa3MbITO, YTO HUKAK He yOaBaJloCb TPAaKTOBaTb Npoucxoasuiee.

Y>Ke No3gHO BEe4YepOoM eMy O0JI0XKWU/N, YHTO PACMONIOXKEHHbIN B 3anaaHon ballHe
YCUNNTENb Marum HakoHeL-TO roToB. PenaeH cpasy »xe HanpaBuaca Tyda, HO No NyTwn
yepe3 LUeHTpasbHbIA X011 HABCTPEeYy rnonanack O>XaHesb.



CknagbiBasioCb BnevyaTJIeHWe, 4TO Ao4Yb iopaa Jadepa nonpocTy ero npecsenyer.
Bcero geHb 30ecb, B X 3aMKe, a MOCTOSAHHO nonagaeTcs Ha rnasa. W y)X TO4HO He
CJIy4anHo.

- Jlopa PenpeH, - )xaHenb BeCbMa yMeno nsobpasnna nsymnaeHue, - He oxxuaaa Bac
BCTPETUTb B CTO/b MO3AHUI Yac. BaM Toxxe He cnnTcs?

- Y MeHa pnena, - PengeH BeXxnBo yiblbHynca. - Mory nocnaTbh 3@ HalWUM LennTenem,
OH ObICTPO MPUrOTOBUT BaM HACTOMN yNy4LUAIOLLNA COH.

OHa Ha Mur gocagnaneo nomMopLnnacb, HO TYT XKe NMpuH4a pa3HeC'-|aCTHbIVI BMnAa.

- botocb, NpnynHa moen 6eCCoHNUbI U TaK MHe n3BeCcTHa... MHe Ka)keTcs, nponsoLunia
y>XacHenwas owmnbka. 1 6bbina yBepeHa, 4To CTaHy MUMeHHO Ballen HesecTon. Ul Beab
WMEHHO BaM, KaK NMPeTeHAEeHTY Ha NpecTo, Of4apeHHas HeBeCcTa HeobxoanmMa Kya
bonblle, 4em Bawemy bpaTy.

I>KaHenb CMOTpesia Ha Hero ¢ TaKom FOTOBHOCTbLIO, OyA4TO HM Ha MU HE COMHEeBas1aCb
B KOHKpPEeTHOM oTBeTe. MoJ, Aa-aa, KoOHe4YHo, Bbl NMpaBbl, pacTopranTe NoMosBKY C
Munkasnem n CTaHbTe MOEe HeBeCTOoMN.

N nycTb oT4acTn oHa 6bina npaBa. OgapeHHasa HeBecCcTa Hy>XHa eMy no3apes. Ho B 10
)Ke BpeMs 4eM [0Jiblie OH CMOTpen Ha [>KaHenb, TeM 6onblue MOHUMaN, 4YTo eMy B
Kakon-To Mepe noeesno. lNpu Bcen cBoen KpacoTe Ao4b sopaa dadepa He
npuBJieKasia ero CoBepLieHHo. 1 ecnm cHavyana OH OTHOCWJICA K HEN HENTpPaAsbHO, TO
Tenepb y>Xe 4yBCTBOBa Jlerkoe pasgpakeHue. OHa - HeBecCTa ero bpaTa, HO npwu
3TOM XOAUT TEeHblo, BCE TOMHbIE B3rnaabl 6pocaerT.

Ho, KOHEYHO, OH He NoKa3al UCTUHHbLIX 3Moumnn. OTBETUN BECbMa BEXJIMBO:

- Mbl C BalUMM OTLOM YCJ/IOBUJINCh, 4TO Bbl CTAHETE HEBECTOW FNaBbl KNaHa. A Tak Kak
51 HaMepeH 6opoTbCs 3a NPecTo, B Csly4ae Moei nobenbl MUMEHHO MUKasn CTaHeT
BEPXOBHbIM JIOPAOM. A Tenepb NpoLly MeHs U3BUHUTbL: CPOYHble aena. [lobpon Houyn.

I>XaHenb ToNIbKO 4TO 3ybamMum He 3ackpexeTasa. Ho BCe Tak Xe Japyoule
ynbibHynackb.



- lobpon Houn, nopn PenpeH. Hapetoch, Bbl BCE XKe NogyMaeTe Had MOUMU CJIOBAMMU.

PenpeH He CTanl HUYEro oTBevYaTb, HaNPaBUJICA B CTOPOHY NIeCTHUUbI. Kak 6bl OH HIK
6b11 301 Ha 6ernsaHky, Ho BeAb ecnn 6bl He OHa, cBA3an 6bl CBOK XKU3Hb C [)KaHeNb.

Brnpo4yem, 3TO BCe paBHO fyyllie, YEM COK3 C BEPOJIOMHOI BOPOBKOW.

®upoH xaan B bawHe. Boigarowmncs Mmar 1 no COBMeCTUTENbCTBY NyHLWNA APYT,
HeTepnennBo BbiXa)kueasl U3 yrnia B yroJi.

- Penpen! HakoHel-TO! - ynbIOHYNCA OH. - A TO 9 y>Ke HaYan AyMaTb, 4TO NOCMOTPETb
Ha TBOIO HEBEAOMYIO HEBECTY MHe UHTepecHee, 4YeM Tebe.

- Kak ycnnutens? - PeinieH nepesen B3rasa Ha MepLaloLWmin KpUCTansl Ha BbICOKOM
NOCTaBKE B LIEHTpE.

- 9 coenan Bce, Kak Tbl U cka3as. C ero NnoMoLlbto Tbl HE TOJIbKO CMOXXELLb YBUAETb
3Ty CBOI TAaUHCTBEHHYIO HE3HAKOMKY, HO U CO3HAHNEM MepeMecTUCb K Hel. byaem
HaOesTbCs, YTO BCE NPOMAET yAa4yHO. XOTS, eC/IN Xo4ellb, MOXKHO rnornpoboBaTb
3aBTpa OHEM - B IHEBHOEe BpeMs 60osblUe WaHCOB, YTO KakMe-HMbyab OpueHTUpbI
3aMeTuwb. Cenyac-To AeBYyLUKA HAaBEPHSIKA Y>XKe B NoCTeNIn. A OTONTK OT Hee Ha
[OCTaTOYHOE pPacCTosiHME, YTOBbl OCMOTPETLCS, Thl HE CMOXKeLlb. [la 1 nepeHoc
CO3HaHUs ByneT COBCEM Hen oM M.

- HeT, ®upoH, naBan MMEHHO cenyac. Marmyeckum ¢ He 4YTo-TO O4YeHb CTpPaHHoOe
MPOUCXOONT, TaK YTO Jlyylle He TAHYTb, - PenaeH nogowen K Kpuctasnany.

- BOT noTOMY-TO INYHO A N He cneLly XXeHUTbLCA, - APYr NoKavan rososon. - Kak
npeacTasllo, 4TO KaKoe-TO BPeMs MOS XU3Hb ByneT 3aBuCeTb OT XXU3HU APYroro...
JTagHo, HayHeM. CocpenoTo4YbCA Ha LepeMoHManbHoOW CBSA3U. B naeane ewe nepxu B
MbICNAX obpa3 3Ton AeBYyWKN. A 1 yXKe 3a4eNCTBYI0 YyCUuanTesb.

KuBHyB, PenpgeH 3akpbisl rnasa. MHOXKeCTBO MarnyeckKnx MCKp noTpeckmsanuv B
BO34YyXe - YCUNNTEeNIb Ha4YnHa OeNCTBOBaTb. B nepBbie MFHOBEHNSA HE MPONUCXOANI0
OynTo 6bl HUYero, Ho BCKope CBA3b Havasla 060CTpATLCA. ThiJIbHYIO CTOPOHY Naf0HEN
3aK0J10J10 - HaBepHSAKa 3HaK NPOoABUJICS.



N TemHOTa nepepn rnasamm paccesnacs.

Ho4HoOWM nec...

OwyueHne CcblpoCT B CaMOM BO34yXe - ABHO HelaBHO rnpoLuesn goXK4b... HeBoaneke
3a pepeBbaAMnN HEACHBIM CUJ1YS3TOM BUOHEETCA r'POMala HEKOEro 3aMKa...

N BCe. bonbLle HUKAKUX OPUEHTUPOB.

Hou4b BblAanacb CAULLKOM TeMHOW, HebOo 3aTAHYJIO TYH4aMU, TaK 4TO HeJ1b34 Oblno
pa3rnageTb rnoJioxxeHne 3pe3a. OcTaBasioCb HafeAaATbCH, YTO BCe PaBHO yOacCTCA
Y3HaTb XOTb YTO-TO.

NHTepecHo, HO owyLan ceba BNosHe MaTepunasibHbIM. [laXke B3rfigHy1 Ha CBOU PYKW,
4TOOblI Y6eanTbCcs B 3heMepHOCTU. XKaJlb, 4TO BOT TaK C MOMOLLbLIO Marum Hesb3s
nepeMecTuUTb He TOJIbKO CBOe CO3HaHue, HO N CaMOMY OKa3aTbCA 34ecb. Bce 6bl TOraa
OblN0 ropasno npotye.

Ha TponunHke noka3saJsiaCcb OHa...

MycTb OHa CHOBa 6blsla B MJalle C HAKUHYTbLIM KantoLWwoHOM, HO PeinaeH cpa3sy ee
y3Han. [leByllKa LWWia yBepeHHo. [Toxo)e, MpeKpacHO 3Hasa AOoPOory, 4TOo Mora
OPVEHTUPOBATLCA TYT U CPEAN HOYN.

3amMepes, OHa B3rJsgHysla Ha CBOWU /lafloHU. Marm4yeckmm 3Hak Mepuan 30/10TUCTbIM -
3aKOHOMepHas peakuma Ha Takoun e rnobnmsoctun. He Tepas 3psa spemeHun, PenpeH
BblLLEs1 N3-3a AepeBbeB.

- He no3gHoBaToe N1 BpeMs AJisl MPoryok?

B3OpOrHyB OT HEOXXMAAHHOCTU, HE3HAKOMKa TYT Xe obepHynack. icnyraHHo axHyna,
faxke caenafa napy waros Ha3ag. Ho Bonpekn oXxuaaHusm He 6pocunack Ha yTek.

- P...PenpgeH? - ee ronoc cbuncs Ha wenoT. - Thbl...

- HeT. {1 He npu3pak n He BnaeHue, - oH nogowen 6anxe, - He Nyrancs.



- 41 6bl Kypa 6onbwe ncnyranack, 6yab Thl peanbHbIM.

Ha mur na)xe otoponen, HaCTONIbKO UCKPEHHe N 6eCXMTPOCTHO 3TO ObISI0 CKka3aHo. He
yaep>Xancs oT ynbldku.

- W npaBunbHO 661 caenana. Ho 6yaem cunTaThb, YTO CenYvac g NpuLLen ¢ MUPOM.

Monman cebsi Ha TOM, 4YTO XaAHO BrAsAbIBAaeTCs B ee nnuo. M3-3a cyMpaka 4epThl
elBa pa3nyanncb. N nycTb B MbICISX U Tak O4eHb SPKO 3aces 06pa3 pbi>XeBOJI0OCOM
HE3HAKOMKM, HO TONIbKO celyac PeneH HEOTBPAaTUMO OCO3Ha, 4To 6e3yMHOo xoTen
CHOBa YBUAETb €€ HasABy...

- PenpeH, nocnywan, - TOpON/IMBO Havasla OHa, YyTb HEPBHO CKMMas TECEMKUN Ha
nnawe, - 4 3Hato, Kak BCe 3TO BbIMNAAUT CO CTOPOHLI. HO, MoBepb, A MOHATUA He
nMmena, 4To NpPMAeTCs y4acTBoBaTb B LlepeMoHUN. HO Ha TOT MOMEHT 3T0 BoobLle oT
MeHSA He 3aBuceno. 1 MHe 6e3yMHO XKasb, 4TO Tak nosay4usnock. Npasaa... bnaro, Mol
MO>XeM 3TO UcnpasuTb. Hy>XHO pacToprHyTb NOMONBKY. 1 npAMO cenyac.

Hy na. Kak xe.

- Camo cobon. Ho nnwb Koraa BCTPETUMCSA B peasibHOCTU. W, ecTeCTBEHHO, Thbl
BeEpPHELUb MHE ,El,paKOHVIIz cocyn. Torpa, Tak n ObITb, A noagymato o Tom, 4TObbI
CMNNOCTUBUTBLCA N OCTaBUTb TBOE MnpecTtynjaeHune be3 nocnencTeunn.

OHa WwyMHOo B340XxHYyNa. CnoBHO cobupanacb pewmMocTbio.

Tnxo nponsHecna:

- PenpeH, cocyna y meHsa HeT. [la, Npu3Hato, UMEHHO penukeunsa bbina moen uenbto. U
MHE HEMMOBEPHO >XaJlb, YTO MPULLIOCL NATN Ha BOPOBCTBO. HO B MTOre n MeHsa camy
obMaHynn: a nMwunniack apTedakTa cpasy XKe, eaBa TesenopTmMpoBasiacb Npoyb OT
Tebq.

- M Tbl c4MTaewWsb, 4TO 51 B 3TO NOBEPIO? - CHOBA BCKOJIbIXHYIACb 3/10CTb. [yCTb
Ka3asocCb, 4TO 6ernsiHka NCKpeHHa, HO OAMH pa3 N TaK y)Ke Nonascs Ha Y/0BKYy ee
HEBMHHOIO BMAA KaK Aypak nocnegHuin.



- 2TO nNpasAa, - ynpsamo noBTopwusia oHa. - [lJpakoHunin cocyn y BapnoHa.

Ewe n xeaTtaeT HarnocTu Tak AraThb...

- BapsioH - 370 BbIMbICes. Ho ga)ke ecnn 6bl 3TOT TEMHbIA Mar CyLLLEeCTBOBas, OH Bbl 1
CaM MOl NMPUNTKU 33 APAKOHbMM COCYAOM, He CTasl Obl MOChLIIATb KaKY-TO JKUBYIO
NEeBYOHKY.

OHa ropao BCKUHYJa rosioBy, CKaJla PyKu B KyJlakax.

- MoXxellb MHe He BEPUTb, HO S FOBOPIO YMCTYI0 nNpaBay. Ecnm Tebe Hy>xeH cocya,
rnoXxasynucTa, NpssM1UKoM K BapnoHy, - yKka3asna HanpasJieHne CToJ1b KpaCHOpPEe4unBo,
CNnoBHO B camy 6e3gHy ero nocobiniana. - la, A nepen Tobon BUMHOBaTa, U NPU3HA0 3TO.
Ho s Bce paBHO noToM cobupanacbk BepHYyTb Tebe pennkeuio. Ecnm 6bl He TEMHbIN Mar,
Tak 6bl U NoCTynunna. B TBOUX »Xe nHTepecax cenvyac He MeHs 06BUNHATL, a ero
pa3blCKMBATb.

- Ecnn 9 Koro-to n HamepeH pa3biCKaTb, TO UCKYMNTENbHO Tebsa. U y>x noBepb, Npu
JINYHON BCTpeYe Thl y>Ke He rnocMeellb CTOJIb Harjo JiraTb MHe NPAMO B JIMLO, -
PenaeH npeononen pasgenstoliee nx pacctosaHne. Kak ke »xasb, 4To bblnl cenyac
3peMepHbIM!

Ho oHa cHoBa He oTcTynuna. CMeno Bblaep>XmnBasa ero B3rnan.

- BOT MeHs Tbl TOYHO He Hanaewsb. MyCcTb 9 Hagesnacb, 4TO NOJYYUTCS BCE YIaAUTb
MWUPHO, HO, KaK BUXXY, HE Ha MYCTOM MeCTe BCe 3TN CJIYXN 0 TBOEN HEMNPOXOANMON
TBepaonobocTn.

TeBepnonoboctun?.. la ewe n HENPOXOANMOIN?

Kak Ha3n10, ABCTBEHHO 4YYBCTBOBAJ1, 4TO CBA3b BOT-BOT obopBeTca! U, noxoxe, 3Ta
Harnas eB4YOHKa TOXKe 3TO 3aceka. Top>ecTBytoule ynablbHynack.

- Tak 4TO »Kenato BaM yaa4du B BallMX Nnouckax, nopn PenpeH. Nepenasante npuseT
Bap/sioHy, ecnin BaM BCe XKe XBaTUT yMa OTNPaBUTbCA MCKATb UMEHHO ero. O4yeHb
HagelCb, 4To 6onblUe AOKYyYaTb Bbl MHe He byaeTe, n 9 Buaena Bac B NocaegHnn pas.
MpowawnTe.



N BeOob poa>ke oTBeTUTb HMYero He ycnen! Ero cosaHaHve B 04AVH MU BEPHYJI0Cb B
Teno.

- Hy Kak? - HeTepnennmeo crnpocun nogxunaamowmnm ®npoH. - Yaganocs? Hawen?.. YT1o-
TO Bblpa>keHne nmua y Teb4... Takoe BnevyaT/ieHne, 4TO 3Ta AeBYOHKA yMyaApunachb
B36eCnTb 3@ 3TN HECKOJIbKO MUHYT.

- Y Hee ABHO TajlaHT, - Mpa4yHO 0TO3BaJICA PengeH, NHCTUHKTUBHO NOTEp yracatoLwmm
30J/I0TUCTbIN 3HAK Ha JTaf0HAX. - 3HAYUT TakK. Koe-Kako OpueHTUp Yy Hac ecTb. Y3Hau,
rOe UMEeHHO Ha tore TOJIbKO 4TO Obin fOXAb.

- A TOYHO Ha tore? - Ha BCAKUN caydan yToudHU OUPOH.

- Tam aBHO No3gHee, 4eM y HacC, TakK YTO 3TO HaBepHsKa rae-To )xHee. Tak 4To Or n
DOXOb. KOHKPETHO: 3eMJIM KaKOro MMeHHO KJ1aHa. CI'IpaBVILUbCFI?

- Na, 6e3 npobnem, - opyr C rOTOBHOCTbIO KUBHYJI. - K yTpy pa3Benato.

- Cnacubo, s TBOM A0/KHUK. Hy>KHO fo6paTbCs A0 3TOWM AEBYOHKM KaK MOXHO
ckopee. Takoe BnevyaTsieHne, byaTo OHa 3a4yMaJlia YTO-TO OYEHb KaBep3Hoe. byaTto
yBEpeHa, YTO KakK-TO CMOXKET OT MeHs oTAenaThCs. Tak 4To s 0b6a3aH ee onepeanTb.

N y> Korga oH oo Hee pobepeTcs...

BecbMa nogpobHO 1 foxon4meo obcyanT n Bonpoc ero akobbl TBepnonobocTun, u
y4acTme mucunyeckoro BapaoHa n, rnaBHoe, HECHOCHYO HarJioCTb 3TOW BOPOBKW. [la C
HUM He Ka)XAbl My>X4YMHa NoCMeeT TaK pa3rosapuBaTh! 3Ta eBYOHKA TOYHO He
rMoHMMaeT, C KeM OHa CBfi3aJlaCb, pa3 HAaCTOJIbKO ero HeJooLEeHVBaET.

Y10 X, ee xxaeT 60/bLLON COPrpus.

N o4yeHb cKkopoO.

[(naBa 4yeTBepTad



BuBuaH

C 6abyLLKON Mbl, MOX0Xe, Ppa3MUHYNNCb. HaBepHoe, BCTPEBOXXEHHASA HaLLUM
pPa3roBOpoOM, OHa He Bbleprkasia, Nowsia B 3aMoK, 4Tobbl X0Ts 6bl NOMNbITAaTLCA
nepeybennTb MOUX poaunTesnen.

A 5 y)Xe He cTasna Bo3BpallaTbhcsA. BAobaBoOK CHOBa nollen AoXAb, a 34eCb, B IECHOM
JIOMUKE LLapuan TenJo n yioT. BOT NoYeMy-TO B OXPaHAEMOM 3aMKe MHe HUKOr1a He
6b1710 CNOKOWHO, a TYT, Cpeaun neca, 1 Bcerga YyBCTBOBasla YyMUPOTBOPEHMeE.

YT06bl HEMHOIO Pa3orHaTb TEMHOTY, S 3a>KI/la OrHUBOM HECKOJIbKO cBevyen. To n geno
NMPUCNYLINBaIacb K CBOUM OLLYLLIEHNAM, HO BofbLLe 3HaK Ha NafoHsaX He AaBan o cebe
3HaTb. Ecnum PenpeH Tak 3anpocTo CMOXKET NEPEHOCUTLCS KO MHE, KOra 3axo4eT,
nJjoxo geno... U HeT Belb NOKa HUKAKOW rapaHTuUK, 4TO S U BNpasay nibasnocb OT
Marn4yeckmnx ys Mexxay HaMmu...

- A TyT BeCbMa Hersioxo. [1na necHown nayvyru.

OT npo3By4aBLUEro rosioca 4yTb cepLe He ocTaHoBuNoCk! [la 4TO )Ke MeHs cerofHs
BCe Tak nyratoT!

BO3HMKWWA 6yATO N3 HUOTKYAa TEMHbIN Mar € /lo6onbITCTBOM OrsAbliBasl BA3aHKN
NIeKApPCTBEHHbIX TPaB HaZ o4aroM. [la)ke TPOHYJ1 Napo4Ky, CJIOBHO XOTen
yOOCTOBEPUTbLCS, 4TO 3TO He rmpasHAa A8 KpacoTbl, @ TO MaJsio Jin.

- Y710 BbI TYT AenaeTe? - 1 Aake pacTepsnacb, COBCEM HE 0XXNAaNa ero yBuaeTb.

- [la BOT, WwWen Mmmmo, gan, AyMalo, 3arJidHy Ha OroHek, rnepexxny Hernoroagy, - cripAatas
PYKN B KapMaHbl H€PHOIro KamMm3oJla, OH rnpoLwuesicd no KoOMHaTe.

Hy na, KoHe4yHo, Tak s 1 nosepuna. Ho B ntoboM cnyyae Henb3s ynyckaTb 3TOT
YHUKaNbHbIN WaHC! A CTONbKO rosioBy JioMana, rae uckatb BapaoHa, a OH caMm
asusica!



- Hy e, BuBMaH, He CTOUT Ha MEHSA TakK CMOTPETb, - MeXAy TEM YCMEXHYJICS Mar,
OyATO 3Ha/M MOU MbICZIN OT U 0. - A TO y>XXKe 3aKpadblBaeTcs noaospeHue, 6yato Thl
4yeM-TO HeJ0BOJIbHA.

- Bbl )Xe 3apaHee 3HaKn, 4TO BO BNACTU 3aKNATbA Yaauum 9 nponay LepeMoHuto C
PengeHoM, Tak? - XMypo cripocuna s.

TeMHbI C HEBUHHENLIVM BUAOM pa3Besl pyKaMu.

- Mnnas mos, A xe 06bACHAN, - U C HAPOYNTOW PAaCcCTaHOBKON, Kak MasioMy pebeHkKy,
nobasnn: - Bcerga eCcTb KakoW-TO NyTb K LLeNn, onpenesieHHas uenovka cobbitnin. A
pa3Be A BUHOBAT, YTO Thbl HNKAK He Morsa fobuntbcsa cBoero, He CTaB Npu 3TOM
HeBecTon PenpeHa?

- CnywanTe, XBaTUT y>XKe JIYKaBUTb, - HABEPHOE, He CTOWJI0 TaK C MOryLeCTBEHHbIMU
Maramu pasrosapmBaTb, HO 9 CKPOMHO OTMan4mBaTbCA He cobupanack. - Euwle o
Ha4asla uepeMoHun bbisla BO3SMOXXHOCTb 6BaHaIbHO PYKY MPOTAHYTb M KOCHYTbCS
cocyna! 4 morna 3abpaTb pennkeuio paHbLie!

- Cepbe3Ho0? XM, Hafo Xxe... Maruna - Takasa Hernpenckasyemas LWTyKa, - BapaoH Bce
Tak e n3obpakan NONHENLLYIO HEBUHHOCTb, MOKa4vas rojioBou. - YBbl, MOPON HaM
C/INLLKOM J0pPOro NpuUxXoanTCs NJaTUTb 3a CBOU XKeJlaHUA...

- BbI-TO 3a CBOe XXeJlaHMe H1UYero He 3anJaTuam, - 4 He ceoauna C Hero Mpa4yHOro
B3rnsna. - 1 scerna Bbl Tak ntogen obmaHbiBaeTe?

J10 3TOro pacxa>MBatoLLNiA Mo KOMHaTe BapaoH ocTaHOBUICSA. Pe3ko noaHsaN
yKa3aTeNbHbI NManew NnpaBoi pyku, CJIOBHO YKa3biBaJl Ha YTO-TO HEBUAMMOE.

- Tak, gaBan YTOYHUM. A, MOXKXET, U TEMHbIN. MOXeT, N NpPoKNATbIN. Ho! - coenan
KpacHope4ymnByto nay3y. - Hnkorga HMKoro He obmaHbIBato. Thl 4TO xoTena? 3abpaTb y
PengeHa cocyn € ApakKOHbUM NnaMeHeM. Tbl 3Toro gobmunace? Oa, nobunaceb. N kakne
KO MHe npeTeH3unun?

- MpeTeH3Mn K Ballen YecTHOCTU! Bbl MOMMN pyKaMn yKpanau pennkeuto, a PenneH
Tenepb TpebyeT ee oT MeHs! U ecnim B Bac ecTb XOTb Kanenbka 61aropoacTtea, Bbl
06s3aHbl YKpaZleHHOe BEPHYThb, - FOBOPWJIA N CaMa He Bepua. Hy Kakoe



bnaropoacTBO Yy TEMHOro?

Ha n Koe B 4eM PengeH 6bin npaB. BapaoH npun cBoOEM MOryLlecTBe 3anpocTo MOr un
cam aptedakT oTobpaTb. HoO noyemy caenan 3To Mmonmm pykamm? Ytobel camomy
0CTaTbCs BHE MoAo3peHnin? A cmbicn? [ake ecnm ero v nonbiTaancb 06BNHUTL, KTO
eMy 4To caenaeT? [la HUKTO B 31paBOM YMe HEe PUCKHET CBA3bIBATbLCA C TEMHbIM
NPOKNATbIM Marom! HUKTO, KpoMe TaKMX HaMBHbIX U HEQOragIMBbIX, Kak 1...

- BaM-To caMoMy fpaKoHbe niams 3a4eM? - TyT ke gobaBuia A. He Hagesnach Ha
OTKPOBEHHOCTb, MPOCTO MoAyMasa BCAYX.

- Kak f y>xe roBopusi, MO MOTUBbI TaK U OCTAHYTCA NPN MHe, - OH HEBO3MYTUMO
ynbibHyNCA. - HO 5 34ecb He aNns Toro, 4Tobbl BbiICAYLWIMBATL Ha TEMY COOCTBEHHOIO
HecoBepLlUueHCTBa, - BapaoH npucen B Kpecso-KavasaKy, YMUPOTBOPEHHO CJIOXKUB PYKKN
Ha rpyaun. - I'Tak, 9 BHOBb ceroaHs aobpbin, 0TBEYY Ha ABa TBOMUX Bonpoca. Bcero
ABa, y4TWn. Tak 4TO He CrpallmBan 0 BCAKMX Menodax. Mos nobpoTa - ToKe AOBOJIbHO
Hernpenckasyemoe saBneHue. CeroaHs ecTb, 3aBTpa HeT... Bopyr 3To TBOS nocnenHsas
BO3MOXXHOCTb?

NofaBmB NPUCTYN pa3fparKeHus, A noctapasacb MbICINTb XJIAAHOKPOBHO. ACHO, 4TO
OPaKOHUIN CcoCy TeEMHbIN He oThacT, TyT 6e3 waHcoB. Kak 6bl 3TO HX 31110, HO
HNYero He nogenaellb.

- NTak, TBOW nNepBbIi BONPOC, - CKJIOHNB FOJ1I0BY Ha BOK, C BbKMaatoLwen ynbibkom
CcMOTpen Ha MeHsA BapnoH.

- Bbl roBopuTE, 4TO HMKOrga He obMaHbIBaeTe, HO BeAb MO0 MaMy Bbl 06MaHynn. OHa
npocuna Bac o ToM, 4Tobbl cneaytownm pebeHKoM B ceMbe Bblsl CbiH, @ poaunnach 1.

OH pa)ke HeCKoJIbKOo pa3 B 1agoLln XN0MnHy1.

- A Tbl - Mmonofeu, onobpsto. JIoBKo nonbiTaslacb 060ATK yC/IOoBME BCEro ABYX
BOMPOCOB, IKOOblI HNYEro n He crnpocuKe. Ho HeT, goporas mos, byaeM cynmTaTb, 4TO
370 6bI/1 NEePBbLIN BOMPOC.

BoT BeAb... Ero BoobLie XoTb Ha 4eM-TO MOXKHO MOAJIOBUTL?



A Bap/10H NpecrnoKOWHO NPoaoJIKal:

- MoBToptoChb, 1 He obMaHbIBato. 1 noxkenaHue TBoen MaTepu BbISI0 NCMOIHEHO B
TOYHOCTW. Buanwb nn, oHa He roBopwuaa, MoJ, X044y PoAnTb CbiHaA. Bca Ha amouymsax
OHa mpocuna, 4Tobbl cnepyoLwmn pebeHok bbil Mo Marnm yHnkaneH, cnocobeH Ha
BE/IMKNE OessHUs, HeNpeMeHHO NPUHEeC Nob3y KnaHy. M ocobo nogvyepkHyna, 4To ee
MyX ByaeT 3Tum pebeHKoM ropanTbcs. MoxxeT, No ee NpeacTaB/IeHUAM 3TO U MOr
caenaTb TONbKO CbiH. HO KOHKPETHO, 4ToObl pOAMACA MalbyMK Aa NPU 3TOM
OJapPEHHbIN Mar CKa3aHo He bblno.

TyT XKe yKa3aJl Ha MeHs.

- N1 41O Mbl NMeeM B ntore?.. HeT HM OLHOrO APYrOro Takoro 4YesoBeKa, KOTOpPbIN
poanncsa xotsa Obl 6e3 Manenwen NCKpbl Marnn. Tol YHUKaNbHa? YHUKanbHa. YTo Tam
hanbwe? [esaHna? Tak Tbl BMOJIHE HA HUX CMOCOBHa, NPOCTO C y4eTOM TexX YCJ0BUN 1~
TOr0O OKPY>XEHMS, B KOTOPOM Tbl pocna, Tebe caMon CNOXKHO B 3TO NOBEPUTb. XXN3Hb
TakKOBa, YTO He TOJIbKO MY>XYMHbI COBEPLUAIOT BeNnkue aesHus. Kak bl HU
NPUHMXKAJIN XKEHLLWH B HaleM Mupe, HO 1 Bbl CNOCOBHbLI Ha MHoroe. Y1o ewe? MNMosb3a
knaHy? Tak oTeL, Tebe Kak pa3 HeJaBHO Ha 3TOT CYeT BbiCKa3aJ. Bce cxoamTcs.

- BoBce HeT, TyT sBHas HECOCTbIKOBKA B APYrOM YyCJ/I0BMU, - BO3pa3uaa 4. - Mon oTel
YK TOYHO MHOIO He ropauTcsa. nn, nante yragato, NogCTPOEHO Tak, 4To byneT
ropanTbcs B byayuiem? Ecnm 3amMyXX 3a Xapasbha Bbingy?

- Kak a ntobnto nioaen, y KoTopbiX U CAaMUX eCTb OTBETbl Ha BCE X BOMNPOCHI, - BapioH
BCE TaK XKe HEBO3MYTUMO Yyhblbancs. - Tak, c 3TuMm pa3obpannck. CripalunBan CHoBa.
Ho 3To nocnegHsis nonbiTKa, He nporaaan.

MNepBbIM MOPbLIBOM XOTENOCb CKa3aTb: «Kaknm obpa3om 3aCcTaBuTb Bac OTAATb
pPeIMKBUIO?», HO, B0OKOCb, 3TO OblN1 TYNUKOBbLIN BapuaHT.

- 91 Xo4y y3HaTb, 1 BNpaBAay /N 5 MOy U306aBnsATbCSA OT BAUSHUSA HYy>XKON Marun. To
€CTb NONYYUTCSA NN C MOMOLLLbIO 3TON CUMbl 0CBOBOANTHLCSA OT POACTBEHHOW MPUBA3N U
nomonBku ¢ PeipeHoM. I ecnm fa, To Kak UMEHHO 3TO CaenaTh.

- Oda.



- Y10 «Oa»? - He NoHsANa A.

- Tbl, N0 CyTW, 3a4ana TpW Bonpoca, N 9 OTBETUJT Ha HepBbIVI M3 HNX, - OH BCTaJ1 C
Kpecna. Ha Mur okasasica Kak pa3 NoBepHYT K 6J'II/I)KaI7ILIJeMy noacBevyHukKy, Jmuo
TEMHOINo OCBETMJIOCH, Aa)>Xe ONPaKOHbW L|eLIJyVIKI/I Ha I'IpaBOI7I CTOpOHE 6J'IeCHyJ'II/I.

Tak, noroguTe... 9 paHblUe TOYHO ero rge-to snaena! Ewe oo nepson BcTpeyun! MycTtb
B MOEeN KOMHaTe Torga He noay4Ynaocb TOJIKOM Nnuo BapnoHa pa3rnsaaeTtb, HO cenyac
A NpeKpacHoO paccMoTpena ero 4yepTbl. I Morsia NoKAACTbLCS, 4TO OH MHe 3HakoM. Ho
Kak, OTKyAda...

BrnpoyemMm, cen4ac He go 3TOro.

- To eCcTb Bbl MOATBEPAWN, YTO OT l-Iy)KOI7I Marmm a4 Mory n36aBnATbCH, Tak? Ho Kak
Xe...

OH pe3Ko NoaHAN PYKY.

- [1Ba BOMpoca, aoporywa. Bcero gBa Bonpoca. YTo X, a MHe y>Xe nopa... He obewato,
4YTO YBUANMCS BHOBb, HO KTO 3HAET, - CHNCXOOANTENbHO YNbIOHYNCA. - XKN3Hb - LUTYKA
Takas XXe HernpenckasyeMas, Kak Mmarunsa n mos gobpora.

BapsaioH ncyes. OT xJibIHYBLWEW NPU 3TOM TbMbl NOracsn Bpa3 BCe cBeyun. Ho A He
crnewwnsa CHoBa UX 3aXKuratb. MeaneHHo onycTuaacb Ha CTyN Yy OKHa. Bokpyr uapun
YIOTHbIA NOJIyMPaK, MOHOTOHHO BapabaHnnm B OKHO Kanau AoXAas. A 'y MEHS B MbIC/IAX
TBOPWUICS MOJIHENLLNIA XaocC.

Ho B TO )Xe BpeMsA He nokunaasa u CMyTHas YBEPeHHOCTb.

BapnoH To4YHO nosBUTCA cHoBa. Kakmmum 6bl HM Bblnn 3TN ero TaHble MOTUBLI, HO
Takoe 4yBCTBO, 6yATO OHU KaK-TO CBSA3aHbl UMEHHO CO MHON. OH CNOBHO Bbl N cenyac
npuxogun, 4Tobbl yAOCTOBEPUTBLCSA B YEM-TO...

Ho B 4yem? /N BCce-Taku, rae A ero suaesa paHoLie?

Y10 X, elle ABa BONPOCa B KOMWJIKY Te€X, OTBETblI HA KOTOPbIE MHE MN03ape3 HY>XXHO
HanTW.



PenpeH

- BoT cMOTpu, - ®MpoH pa3BepHyJ Ha CToJie B KabnHeTe NoTpenaHHyo KapTy,
NOTECHUB Ky4y CBUTKOB. - [10)XAb BYepa No3aHO Be4yepoM bObin 34echb, 34eChb U
3[1eCb, - YKa3ajl Ha 0603Ha4YeHHble 3eMN TPEX XKHbIX KNaHoB. - BoT Tak BoT... Ho,
COornacucb, TP BapuaHTa - TOXKE HEeMJsoxo, KPyr NMOUCKOB BCE »Ke Cy3MJcs.

- Hy>KHO To4Hee, - PengeH BHMMaTENIbHO paccMaTpuBaa KapTy. Jlec y 3aMka mor 6bl
OblTb OPUEHTUPOM, HO TYT UMENCA N Y BCEX TPEX BapUaHTOB. - XOTHA Obl Y3HaTh, Y
KOro U3 BEPXOBHbIX JIOPAOB 3TUX KJIAaHOB A0oYepu noaxoaduiero so3pacTa.

- A Tbl yBepeH, 4To TBOS bernaHka - 4o4b iopaa? - YCOMHUACA PUpoH. - Bapyr oHa u3
CNy>KaHOK, K npumMepy.

- To4yHO HeT. CAnwKom ropoo oepXxumTtcd, CJIMWWKOM gep3kKad, CIMWKOM cMeslad...

- To eCTb BCE CQMLLIKOM? - APyl C YCMELIKOW Nnokayas rosoBon. - 1 cMOTpto, 3HATHO
OHa no TBoeMy camoatobuto noTonTanack... YeCTHO roBops, MHe CaMoMy y>xe 6e3yMHOo
Nto60NbITHO B3rNSHYTh Ha 3TY YHMKAIbHYIO AEBYLUKY, KOTOpas NocMena Tak Harso
Teba obMaHyTb, a Tenepb BO06aBOK ewe 1 nepeynT. KcTtaTu, a 4To Tbl Oyaewb
henaTb, KOrga ee Hangews?

- Kak 4T0? BepHy ApaKOHUW COCyO U paCcTOPrHy NOMOJIBKY - 3TO »Xe& 04eBUAHO, -
PenpeH Bce e caep>kan pasgpakeHume. B KoHue KOHL0B, PMPOH He BMHOBAT B €ro
AYPHOM HaCTpPOEHUMN.

- Hy He 3Halo... JINYHO Y MeHs TaKoe Bre4vaT/ieHne, 4TO TBOWU MJiaHbl 3TUM He
OorpaHN4YMBalOTCA...

Pe3kunin cTyk B aBepb obopBan ero cnoBa. B kKabuHeT 3arnsHya 3anbiXaBWMWNCA N fa)Ke
4yTb 651eAHbIN CTPaXKHUK.

- Nopa PenpeH, TaMm...npubblisl OFHEHHbIN NOCNAHHUK.



- OrHeHHbIN NoCcNaHHUK? - otoponen ®upoH. - C Yyero sapyr?

- Cenyac y3Hatlo, - He MeHee 03aJa4YeHHO oTo3BaJica PenpeH.

Mo cfioBaM CTpaXku, MociaHHUK 60roB B 3TOT pa3 MaTepuaan3oBasncs NpsMo B
TPOHHOM 3ase 3aMKe. OKyTaHHbI NJIaMeHeM 3(heMEPHbIN My>XXUYMHA B KPACHbIX
ofexaax HelBUXKUMO CTOs1 Ha MecTe. JILb YyTb NOBEPHY rosioBy, kKorga PengeH
nosiBUJICS.

- MpuBeTCTBYIO NOC/aHHNKa 60roe, - PenaeH CKJOHWA FoJsIoBY B 3HAK NOYTEHUS. -
NMo3BoNbTE Y3HATb, 4TO NPMBENO BaC B 0buTeNnb MOero KaaHa?

- MpunBeTcTBYIO Bac, iopa PenpeH, - npu nepBoM 3ByKe ero rosioca camm cobom
BCMbIXHYM B 3asie BCe (pakesbl Ha cTeHaxX. - N3bpaHne NCTUHHOro Kopoasa coBceM
CKOpO, N A NOC/NIaH YOOCTOBEPUTLCHA, FOTOBbI JIN MPeTeHAEeHTbl. Bbl BbINOJIHNAN
Ha3BaHHble ycnoBuma? KTo Baln copaTHUKK no oba nneya?

- Mon mnagwwuin 6paTt nopa Mukasn n Mon nyywnm apyr aopa ®MpoH.

- N Bbl yBepeHbl B X BEPHOCTU N TOTOBHOCTU UATW 33 BaMn?

- YBepeH, - PengeH n bpoBblo He noBen.

He 06BbACHATL XK€ NoCNaHHNKY, 4TO B ®UPOHE-TO OH yBepeH, a BOT B Mukasne HeT. [a
TOJIbKO COPATHUKW A0JIXKHbI CUMBOJIN3MPOBaTh «0ba naevya» - ABa riaBHbIX Havyana.
CeMblo - KaK OCHOBY XKW3HMW JIIOAEN N Maruto - Kak CyTb MUpO3aaHus. I B 3ToM cny4ae
0JINLLETBOPATL CEMbIO MOl TONIbKO MUKasn. Ho 3arso3aka B TOM, YTO BCS €ro
BEPHOCTb AEPXUTCS NINLLb HA XXEeNaHUM CaMOMYy CTaTb BEPXOBHbLIM JIOPAOM.

Ho nmocniaHHUK n He co6|/|panc;| paccrnpawinmBaTb I'IOﬂ,pO6HOCTI/I, TYT Xe CJiegoM BCe
TaK e 6e35MouUMOoHaNbHO cripocui:

- BbinoniHeHO nn BTopoe ycnoBue? [10CTOMHa /N Balla HEBECTa CTaTb CMYyTHULEN
YXN3HU UCTUHHOIO Kopons?



TaK 1 xoTenocb Bbipyratbca! Bugnmo, n3-3a 1oro, 410 LLepeMoHN0 NMOMOJIBKU
NPOBOANA NMEHHO NOCSIAHHUK BOroB, M U3BECTHO, YTO HEBECTA Y Hero y>xe ecTb. U
MONYYNTCA NN Tenepb 3aMeHnTb? Ninn 31o byaeT pacueHeHOo, Kak HapyLlleHune
yCnoBumn?

Ho cenyac BbibnpaTb HEe NpUXoanIock. ECnn NpmnsHaTbCs, 4TO Kak pa3 C HEBECTOW
CJIOXKHOCTU, MOTYT M UCKJTIOYNTb N3 YNC/1a MPeTeHAEeHTOB. Beab ABHO He NPOCTO Tak
SABMJICSI OFTHEHHbIN NOCNaHHUK paccnpawmBaTb. Buanmo, Bce y>xe A0J1)KHO BbITb
roTOBO.

- a, mos HeBeCTa OOCTOWHaA.

- YT0 X, OT/AIMYHO. B HY>XHbIN OeHb 1 4YacC nepepn BaMu OTKPOKTCA BpaTa HebecHown
obutenn. Tenepb NPON30NTN 3TO MOXKET B J1OOON MOMEHT. byabTe roToBbl.

OKyTaHHbIN NMJaaMeHeM MocsaHHUK ncyes, obaas »xapoM. TyT »Xe CHoBa noracam Bce
dakenobl.

N PeinpeH BCe »Xe Bblpyrascs B cepauax.

B niobon MOMeHT, 3Ha4nT? be3 Kaknx-nnbo cpokoB? Torga BpemMeHun coscem B obpes!
HanTtmn 6ernsaHky, BepHYTb PEeJIMKBUIO, PACTOPrHYTb NMOMOJIBKY U 3aKJ/IIO4NTb HOBYIO C
OpYyron HeBecCcToOMN...

N BCe 3TO Kak-TO ycneTb A0 Toro, kak boram B3bpeneT B rojloBy Ha4yMHaTb
NCMbITaHNA NPeTeHAEHTOB.

BuBunaH

B 3aMKe c caMoro yTpa uapwuia cyeTa. 3aBTPaLLHION LepeMOoHUI0 NMOMOJIBKN MO oTel,
peLnsa npespaTuUTb B HAcTosLWee nNpa3fHeCcTBO C MHOXXeCTBOM rocten. NHTepecHo,
4YTO UMEHHO OH cobpancsa npasgHoBaTb? YTo n3baBnsgeTca OT HUKYEMHOW fo4epn?
Nnun e BCce-Takn n BNpasay cok3 ¢ Xapaibaom?



Ho MHe Tak XoTefloCb CnaTb, 4TO OblJIO Aa)ke BCe paBHO. Bclo HOYb 5 rnas He
COMKHYJ1a, BCe CTapasiCb COCPeAOTOYUTLCS Ha OLLYLLIEHUN CTOPOHHEN Marnn. Y>xe noa
yTpo H6onee-mMeHee yaanocb NPoYyBCTBOBATbL MMEHHO POACTBEHHYIO MPUBS3b, HO CUJI,
4TOObI MOMNbLITATLCA N30ABUTHLCA OT HEE Y)Ke He 0CTaJIoCh.

A 6bl Tak U ycHyna B 6abywkMHoM gome, Ho, 6botocb, Toraa 6bl TOYHO MEHS XBaTUINCH
N CTasn pa3blCKMBaTb. A MHe CeNYac HMN B KOEM CJlyYae Heslb34 Bbi3blBaTb
noao3peHuns. § e Tenepb BCA Takas MUpPHas, NocaylwHas, B Xapaibaa 6e3ymHo
BntobneHHas. Bce, nnwb 6bl y MeHS ocTaBanacb cBobona OENCTBUN U LWWIAHC B HY>XKHbIN
MOMEHT cbexaTb.

Tak 4TO BEpPHYBLUMCb paHO YTPOM OOMOM A Me4Tasa JnWb NOCKopee Nieyb cnaThb.
YT06blI HabpaTbCsa cnA 1 cHOoBa B Bown - MonbITaTbCA U30aBUTLCHA OT POACTBEHHOM
NpuBS3N.

Ho, YBbl, MOW TJlaHbl HE COBMaJin C MNJlaHaMn OKpPYy>XaloLnx.

Mama BOpBaJsiaCb B KOMHATY yparaHoMm, A efBa ycnesa siedb B KpoBaTb.

KoHel 03HaKoOMUTEesIbHOro pparmMeHTa.

Kynute: https://tellnovel.me/ekaterina-flat/pohischennaya-nevesta
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