CekpeTt Mnepatopa, unum BpoBa Ha oTtbope - K
oepe!

ABTOp:
KpuctmnHa Kopp

CekpeT UmnepaTopa, nnm Baosa Ha oTbope - K bene!

KpuctuHa Kopp

OBaoBEBLUAs, HAXOASACh HA FPAaHN Pa30PEHNS, A 3aKJIIYUIa CAENKY U Ternepb A0/HKHA
BbIUrpaTb 0TOOP HEBECT, KOTOPLIN, HE UCKJTIOYEHO, MOXXET CTaTb CMEPTEIbHbIM A5
MeHsl. Beab 3a cepiiLie ero Benm4yecTBa, a TOYHEE 3a BNacTb, 6yayT 60poThCcsa cpasy
CeMb NPEeTEeHAEHTOK U3 ApYrux uMmnepuin. Ho s 1 He goraabiBasacb, YTO CaMbiM
onacHbIM AJ1 MeHs CTaHeT He oTbop, a CekpeT uMnepaTopa...

KpuctuHa Kopp

CekpeT UMnepaTopa, nnm Baosa Ha oTbope - K bege!

[(naBa nepsas

«$1 mo/mKHa 6bl1a HACTOPOXKUTBLCS, HO MOX0XKE NHTYNLMNA pellnsia NOKUHYTb MEHS...»

N3 pasmbiwneHnn 3mmbl OBepBY

C camoro Havana BCE BbIrNsg4es10 NoA03PUTENLHO.
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MpurnaweHne Ha nMNepaTopckuin 6an, KOTopoe Heslb3s MPOUrHOPMPOBaATD,
npurnawéHHble Ha Hero HesaMy>XHue OeBYLUKU N cpean HUX JaBHO BbilleLmne n3
BpayHOro Bo3pacTa, U 9 - OBAOBEBLUAA rpadpMHA C pa3opeHHbIM nMeHmnem. Hac bynto
crneuvanbHo cobpanu B OrpoOMHOM CBEPKAIOLLEM 3as1€, C KAMEHHbIMU BUTbIMU
KOJIOHHaMW, KoTopble, Kak bbl yaep>xmBanu pacnmcHon notonok. Cobpann, CI0BHO
CTano Ha ybon 1 3anepsn 3a HaMN BbICOKUE NOJSYKPYrable aBepun. A 4Tobbl He
NbiTaNCb cbexxaTb, OTBNEKIN BHUMAHNE POMAHTNYECKON Mesioanen, KOTOPYLO
Urpasn UCKyCHble My3blKkaHTbl. HaBepHoe, ny4ywue B imnepuoHe. Pasganu yxxepsbl, B
KOTOPbIX NCKPUIOCb 30/I0TUCTOE LWaMMaHCKoe N3 nMnepaTopckmnx norpebos,
YrOCTUAN 3aKYyCKaMN 1N faxke rnpuriacuin KaBasepos.

A noskHa bblna HaCTOPOXUTbCA, HO CJIOBHO CreunasZibHO UTHOpPpWMpOBaJia BCe
TPpeBO>XHble 3BOHOYKUN, XOTA OHU bonblLUe HanoMnHann yOapbl KOJIOKOJ1a.

... CO OHA CMEPTUN MYXa A4 HNKYOda HE BbIXOAWJIa.

OTBbIKJ1a OT TOPXXECTBEHHbIX I'IpI/IéMOB, OT NHTEJINNIEKTYaJIbHbIX CBETCKUN nrp, B
KOTOpble TaK nobar UrpaTb apuCToKpaThbl. Pasyymnacb NOHUMaTb
MHOIro3Ha4dunTes/ibHble Nay3bl N CKprTbIVI noaTekcT. ATMocepa aywunna...

Ho 6onblue Lapslero B Bo3agyxe nadgoca, yrHeTaso NpucTasbHOe BHUMaHne
nmnepaTopa.

CaunpoH ge Na CeabMon OTKa3aICsd OT TOPXXECTBEHHOW YacTu, rae Kaxkaasa aeByLlKa
nmena 6bl 4eCTb JIMYHO CKJOHNTb Nepen HMUM ronoBy U NpenctaBnTbCca. OH Habnogan
3@ HaMW C BbICOTblI CBOEro TpoHa, n3peaka obMeHnBassCb KOPOTKUMUK dpa3aM C
XyOoou,aBbiM, 4epHOHGPOBbLIM COBETHUKOM, N MeHst Bpocasio B APOXKb OT 3TOr0 LENKOoro,
NCNbITbIBAIOLLEr0 B3rnsaa Y€pHbIX, HEMPOHNLAEMbIX I1as.

Kasanocb, nmnepaTop gesiaeT B CBOEN rosIoBe NMOMETKU, aHaNM3npys Hawle
noseneHmne. NMpucmatpuBaeTca. Hero-to XaeT.

Ecnn packpoto Beep 1 06MaxHyCb, Bbl4aM CBOE BOJIHEHME. TaHLUbl, KaK U CMUPTHOE
MHE HE MHTEePECHbI, 1 BCE, YTO MOry B 3TOMN CUTyaLMn - MPOCTOo HabnwoaaTh 3a
OKPY>XaloLNUMN,

S1 6bl MoOYMTana, HO Takoe NoBefeHne MoXXeT 0CKopbnTb nMnepaTopa. Ecnm oH
NoYyBCTBYET MOE npeHebpexxeHne, Nnonagy B HEJIOBKOE MOJIOXKEHME. A 1 HE MOrYy.



pamHa OBepByn BeAéT cebs AocTonHo B ntobon cutyaumm. Ho 3To MeHs He
ybeperno...

AIMnepaTop BO3HUK 3a CMUHOW, CJIOBHO NMPU3pak, HO ellé A0 TOro, Kak OH BEXJINBO
KaLLASIHY B KYJ1aK, S KOXKEN ollyTua ero npucyTtcTeme. Mo crnmHe nonosas AMnkui
MPOTUBHBLIA XONOA0K AYPHOr0 NpeayyBCTBUSA, @ MECTO MexXAy JionaTKamMu, Kyaa
najan NPUCTanbHbIN B3rNa4, Xrio.

MHe He CTOMNO YCUINIA HAaTSAHYTb Ha IML0 BEXJIMBYIO MacKy, MOBEPHYTbLCA N YY4TUBO
CKJIOHUTb rOJIOBY B MOKJIOHE, NCMOJIHASA peBepaHC.

- Bawe BenuyecTBoO.

- legn OBepByA, - NPOTAHYN nMnepaTop, 6e3sMounoHanbHO ybibadack, HO rnasa
CMOTpenn HacMeLwnneo. B rnybnHe «4€pHOM 3aBOAM» TNENN UCKOPKU BeCesbS.
B3rnap nputarnean n oTnyrmeas, XoTenocCb NPUABUHYTbCS 6avKe N OTNPSAHYTh... - Y
BaC O4YeHb CKy4Yalowmn Bua. A Ha4MHao aymMaTb, 4HTO CUJIbHO owmnbeca ¢ BbiIbopoMm
MY3blKaJIbHOrO COMPOBOXXAEHUS.

NopaBuna MasnoAyLWHOE XKeJlaHne NnepefépHyThCA N HEMPUHYXXAEHHO yNbIOHYNach,
CKpbiBas 6€CnoKomncTBO.

- Y70 BbI, Bawe Benn4yecTBo, NpoCcTO A AaBHO He nocewasna banbl. 1 npusHaTbCA...
MHE HEMHOr 0 He MOHATHO, 3a4eM MeHs npuriaacunn? - NogHaNa B3rnan, 3aTams
OblXaHWe, N ycuanem BoJIN He OTBeJsia ero. TéMHbIe rjasa CMoTpesiv BHUMaTesibHO U
BUAENN HAaCKBO3b.

Ecnn 6bl He ANINHHbIE YEPHbIE NepYaTKn, BCce bbl yBUAEAN, KAaK MOS TOHKas KoXKa
NOKPbIBAETCA MypallKaMMu.

- Xopowwnn Bonpoc, negn OBepByA, - AeNlaHHO 3a4yM4YUBO NPOTAHYJT UMNepaTop,
OyOTO urpas co MHON, Kak XUWHKK C HEPa3yMHOWN XepTBON. MHe He HpaBATCHA Takue
nrpsbl...

OnycTwuna B3rnan, NnpeanoynTas pasrisaabiBaTbh 30/10TYHO BbILUMBKY Ha rpyaun ero
MyHOMpPa.



- A camMu Kak ,D,yMaeTE? - OH CJierka CKJIOHWUJ1 roaoBy, OoT4Hero TEMHbIE npagn,
BblOMBLUMECA 13 Tyroro XxBoCta, ynaJjim Ha Jinuyo.

«Jlymato, MHe BCE »Ke rnopa BbINUTb» - yXxBaTWua 6okan c nogHoca NPOXoAsLLEro
cnyrmn n npurybuna. Hagetcb nmnepaTop NPOCTUT MHE TaKylo BOJIbHOCTb. Ero ry6bi
N30rHYJINCb B UPOHNYHOW NErKOon ynblbOKe.

- Monarato, cyas no cTaTycy NpuUrialéHHbIX AaM, Bbl ULLMTe cebe HEBeCTY, -
Npou3Hecna, He APOrHyB, U caenana euwé raoTok. LlamMnaHckoe nokansiBasao
Nny3blpbKaMn Ha KOpHe A3blka, a BO PTY pacTeKasCcs MeaoBO-arofHbIA C KUCJIMHKOWN
BKYC... - TOJIbKO NO4YeMy-TO TakKMM CTPaHHbIM ob6pa3om.

«3 TaKNX CTPaHHbIX NPeTeHOEeHTOK...» - 3aKOHY1J1a MbICJIEHHO.

- Bbl CTOJIb XXe npoHMNLUaTesIbHbl, KaK N KPpaCWBbl, - CKYINO YCMeXHYJ1ICA nMnepaTop,
oTBelWwnBas I'IyCTOVI KOMIMJIMMEHT.

3a ero csoBamMu KpblJlaCb HEKaA 3a0yM4YMNBOCTb, KOTOpPaAd TENeEpb He 6yﬂ,€T 0aBaTb
MHe MoKoA.

My3bIKaHTbl 3anrpasum BasabC.

- OKaXXnTe MHe 4ecTb? - UMMepaTop NPOTAHY NafoHb, 06TAHYTYI0 6e/0i TKaHblO
Nnep4yaToK, CKJIOHMB NPU 3TOM FOJIOBY B Y4TMBOM MOKJIOHE.

-C npeBejinkKMM yngoBoJibCTBUEM, Bawe BennyecTtso, - oTo3Basnacb, UCNOJIHAA
KHUKCEH U BJZIO>KWJ1a CBOIKO J1aOOHb B €ro. )KéCTKyEO. Ka3anocb, OHa MOXXeT CMATb MOU
MalJibLbl, KaK 6yMary, OOHWUM HaXXaTUEM...

Pa3Be Morsa s 0TKasaTbCs?.. B 3TOM BCA CyTb NMPUABOPHOro 3TUKeTa. Kpyrom
YCJIOBHOCTM, KOTOpPbIE MO CYyTW HUYEro He 3Ha4vaT, Tbl MPOCTO [OJIKEH MOAYMHATLCSA
TOMY, KTO MO CTaTycCy Bblwe. HeHaBunxy 6ansbl...

CMyrnas Koxka nMmnepaTtopa CBepKasia B CBeTe naMmn, ero 6e3goHHbIe rnasa, KasaJnucb
eweé TemMHee n 3aTarmeaam NnogobHoO HEeHaCbITHOW ThbMe.

... 0 HEM XOOUT MHOXXECTBO CNyXoOB.



Ho ghakT ocTaétca hakToM. CanpoH ge Na - BAanaTesNbHbINA, ONAaCHLIN, CripaBen/inBbIn U
CaMbI 3aBUAHbIN XXEHUX HE TOJIbKO Hallen nmnepun. Jlrobasa 6bl 4ama oToana emy
CBOE ceppaue, He 3aayMbiBasfAcCb. CAnWwKoOM Kpacue. CAnwKom yMEH n obaateneH.
YynoBuuwiHO obaaTeneH. MypalKu No KOXe OT ero sHepreTuKku...

Mepen HamMu paccTynanucek. MNepBbii TaHeL MMNepaTop TaHUyeT C BAOBOW... AABHO S
He noJsly4yana CTOJIbKO BHUMaHUS N 3aBUCT/IMBLIX B3r/IS0B.

Fepanba penko BbiIBOAW MEHSA B CBET. HO MHe 1 He HY>XHO 6bi10. JTiobawwuin
3ab60TNMBbIN MY>XX N TUXOE CEMENHOE CYHAaCTbe BMOJIHE YCTPauBasno...

NmnepaTop caenan I'IepBbIIZ war, a 4 BblIHy>XOeHHO nog4nHniacb, noactpamBasdacChb rnoa
ero Temr.

- CKOJIbKO Bbl y>Ke BAOBCTBYeTe, negn OsepBya? - Ntobon xeHuwmHe Bonpoc
nokasasncs bbl 6becTakTHbIM, HE 3afaun ero nMrnepaTop.

- Tpn ropa, Bawe BennyecTtBo, - 0TBETUNA, MPOAO/IXKaA PUKCUPOBATL B3rnan Ha
MeJibKaloWmMxX rocTax. [0OBOPAT, TAKOW HaKJIOH roJ1I0Bbl BO BpeMA TaHLa CaMbli
NpaBubHbIN N 3PPEKTHLIN. Yyllb. XXyTKO HeyaoOHO 1 wes BbICTPO 3aTeKaeT...

- 3a TP roga Bbl HE Pa3y4ynJinCb TaHLUEBATb.

- Bbl NblITaeTeCb MeH4 OCKOp6VITb NN BCE e caenaTb KOMMJIMMEHT?

- A 4TO Bbl NpeAnoyYMTaeTe? - 0T CKOMIb3MBLUEN B rOJI0CE OMACHOCTU CTasI0 HEYIOTHO.

- Mpeano4ynTato nepeBecTn B3rnsaa. Ycrana, - nocMoTpena nmnepaTtopy B rna3a 6es
TEHW CTpaxa 1 BeXXNMBO YyblbHynack. B Hapoae NpMHATO cH4UTaTb, YTO XopoLune
MaHepbl apUCTOKpPaTKaM BJINBAKOT C MOJIOKOM MaTepun, MEHA BUANMO HE KOPMUIN
BoBce. Horpoa 5 3abbiBato € KeM rosopto. - lMNpoly npouweHns, - NoTynuaa B3op, HO
roJIoBy He BepHyJla B UICXOA4HOe rnoJioXkeHue. Mos penyTauusa u Tak rnocrtpagana.
OAOVH TaHel He ycyrybuT cuTyauuto.

- Balla YeCTHOCTb rpaHNYnT Cc 6esymmem, - a BOT 3TO H0oJibLLE MOX0XKEe Ha HAaCTOALLYIO
noxsasy. MMoka3anocb, UMNEepaTop BOCXULEH. TO nJ1oxo. O4eHb NJ0Xo...



Hukorga ewé y MeHs He 6bl10 CTONbKO NpobieM, Kak OT BOCXULLLEHUS B r1a3ax
MY>XKYUH.

- Cnblwan, Bawl My Obin d3apPTHbIM HeJZIOBEKOM, - N BOT OMNATb, pa3roBop nigaJieka, a
A ragau, K yeMy BeNIM4eCTBO KJIOHUT. [loyeMy XoAUT KpyramMmu, U 4TO NblTaeTCH
BblBe4aTb? YyBCTBYIO, OT MOMX OTBETOB MHOIoe 3aBUCUT, HO 4YTO MOry N3MEHUTbL?

- BecbMa, - oTO3Banach ykJI0H4YMBO. - Ho Heponro. [1o nepson Ayanu.

- Bbl yMygpsieTeCb MPOHM3MPOBATb B TaKOW CMTyauUMK... - CMELIOK CopBaJics C ryb
nMnepaTopa N NOTOHYJ B HEXHbIX 3ByKax Bajibca. - CoBceM He nobunum ero?

[MocMoTpena B ‘-IéprIe nyratouime rnasa v oTeeTusa 4eCTHO. HaCcTO/IbKO YeCTHO, 4TO
CaMa Mopa3nsiacsb.

- [lywin He 4asasa B 3TOM YesloBeEKE, N TOJIbKO MO3TOMY [0 CaMON ero CMepTun
3aKpblBasia rnas3a Ha a3apTHoe yBsedyeHue. YTo MoxeT bbITb cuibHee nbeu, KoTopas
henaeT Hac ranynee, BEpHO?

- BepHo... - 3a4yM4nBO OTO3BaJICA UMNepPATOP U, KakK TOJIbKO My3blKa CTUXNa,
npoeoanit MeHA K CTOJ1Y U BEXJINBO OTKJIaHAJICA, bonblie He 3a4aB HeE eANHOro
BOIMpoOCa.

Obner4éHHo B340XHYNa, HO KaK BbISICHMUJIOCb Y>XKe Ha cneaylownn aeHb, paHo...

[(naBa BTOpas

«Ecnn pneHb He 3apancs, paccnabuTteck U Noayv4anTe HENPUSATHOCTU C YbIOKOW Ha
nmue. YTo-To U3MEHUTb Bbl YXKe HE B CUMax...»

Kak Tam B Hapofae rosopat? [leHb He npeasewan benbl? Tak BOT, MO NpenBeLlan.

C caMoro yTpa MeHs noceTus Np1cTas.



My)K‘-IVIHa BblITWpPaJ1 CO nba not ‘-IéprIM HOCOBbLIM MJIaTKOM U MbiXTeEJ1, TOM4YacCb Ha
nopore, gep>xa NnoAMbILLKOW narnky ¢ JOKyMeHTaMW.

- [lpoxogunTe, - Mpon3Hecsa, BNyckas COBCEM He)XeJslaHHOro roctd. Ho nmuyo
coxpaHuna. Kak n maHepsl. Jlegn OBepByn BCerga no4YTeHHO NMPpUHUMAaET rocTen.
[Ha)ke Takux, Kak rocnoguH LyHK.

IyHK 6bl11 KPpYra, KpaceH n coBceM He obaaTeneH.

- Ya? MoxeT bbITb... XOTA HeT, Kodhe He npeasnoxy. Ero HeT, - ynbibHynacb n
XKeCToM npurnaacunia 3a CToJ.

- Jleon OBepByn, - B3OOXHY/1 NpUCTaB, nMpoxoad. - He noHMMato Ballero sHTy3nasma.
Puyapp bennn tpebyeT cBOU AE€HbIU, Kak Bbl He NOHMMaeTe!

«Pnyappn bennn mHoro yero Tpebyer...»

- MNpekpacHoO NOHMMalo, - 0TO3BaNlaCb, CTaBs YallKW Ha CTOJ. - MHEe HY)>KHO TpW OHS,
4yT06bl COBpaTb CyMMY MOJIHOCThIO.

MpucTaB B340XHYJ, CHOBA MPOMOKHYJ /106 1 rPYy3HO ONYCTUJICS Ha CTYJ1. )Kapa COBCEM
NoKoHana beponary.

- 4l He 3Halo, YTO C BaMu OenaThb...

- 4 3aHMManacb C Bawen go4epbto, MOMHUTE? - He UCMNbITbIBasi HEJTIOBKOCTM,
HarMnoMHMAa N passinaa No 4Yawkam cnabo 3aBapeHHbIN Yan. Kakabl INCTOYEK Ha BeC
30J10Ta.

- T-C... - 3awmnen OyHK, NpuKNaabiBas XUPHbIA naney K rybam v 3ao3vpancs. -
HWKTO He foJ/1IXKeH 3HaTb 06 3ToM.

- HUKTO n He y3HaeT, - ynblibHynack beccTpacTHo. - 1 Aep>XXy CBOé csioBo. Ho noyemy
Bbl HE OepXXNTe CBOE? MHe HY>XXHO... TpU OHA.



- [1Ba, - oTpe3an [lyHK, 3a/7MoM ocywinna Jawky n nomopwmnca. CornacHa. He 4an, a
MoMon peaKoCTHble. [lpyroro HeT. - [1Ba AHSA, DMMa, nnm 1 3abupato oom. bonblue He
CMOry TAHYTb. [1pocTw...

- Cnacmbo, - obneryéHHo BblAOXHYJ1a N NMpoBOAWJ1a OOPOroro rocT4.

MpncnoHmMNacb CMMHOW K ABEPU U CMOPrHYya Xry4due cnésbl CTbiga N obunabl.
XOTesnnoChb /I MHe KOro-Hnbyab WaHTaxnposaTb 60/IbHbIM pebEéHKOM? He XoTenocs...

Ho [lyHK Tak 6osancs, 4To Beicwunin CBeT y3HaeT o 60ne3Hn ero goyepu, 4T1o
OyKBasIbHO BbIHYAW1 MEHSI BOCMOJIb30BaTbCA 3TUM. A 3arHaHHas B yroJ Mbillb, U S
KycatocChb...

Y MeHsl eCcTb ABa AHA. YTOX, y>Ke Hensioxo. Ecnm cnnbHO nocTtapatcb CMory
OpraHM30BaTb 3aKPbITbIN ayKUMOH N CObITb 3@ HOYb TO, YTO yCrexa cnpaTaTb. M oT
MYy>Xa, 1 OT NPUCTaBOB.

MATb KapTWH 60NbLION PEAKOCTU N BbICOKOW LieHbI, LLEHUTENSM NCKYCCTBA
NOHPaBATCA. XXeMyy)XHOe 0)Xepesibe, Cepbrn C Tona3aMun, HECKOJIbKO XPYCTasIbHbIN
Bas...

... 1oa pébpaMun KosbHYJO.

3TOro BCE paBHO He XBaTUT. YTobbl 4 He aenana... BCé 6ecnonesHo. CymMma gosra
6acHocnoBHas. Ho BCE »Ke 8 MonbITatoCh.

Ecnn npnaéTtca otoaTb AOM, TO Y MeHS BCE paBHO ByayT XOTb Kakme-To cpeacTBa,
Bblpy4Y€HHblIE C ayKUMOHa. Ha nepBoe BpeMsa XxBaTUT. CHUMY KOMHATYy B NOCTOSA/IOM
ABope, HAaNMYyCb CUOENKOWN...

C Ka)xaoWm Takomn Mbicnein, BCE Bosblle Ka3anocCb, 4TO A sievyy B nponacTb. W cnoBHO
3TOro MaJio, MOTOMY 4YTO BEYEPOM SBUJICA €LLE OONH HE3BaHbIN MOCTb.

1 TONbKO 3aKOH4YM1a C NOArOTOBKOW K ayKLMOHY, OrOBOpMUaacCb O MeCTe N BPEMEHMN,
onjslaTuna apeHay U HaNUTKM roctam, paboTy opraHm3aTopa, U BepHynacb gomon 6e3
CWA, CTONTaB HOMM MO CaMble KOJIEHN, BbipaXkasiCb MeTaOpnNYECKMM s3bIKOM. U BCE,
4Yero MHe XO0TeNI0Cb, 3TO MNOrpy3nUTbLCH B LUMKAPHYIO KPYr/ylo BaHHY, KOTOpas Y MeHS



eLé eCTb, HaMoJIHNTb Ny3aTbin 6OKal, COBCEM HE BUHOM, a YeM-HMBYOb Mokpenye, u
NpPocTo 3abbITbCA Ha 0AHY €ANHCTBEHHYO HOYb.

3aTAHYBLUMCA NPOLLECC BbiNaTbl A0JIFa U3PAAHO NOMOTasl MHe HepBbl. Tpy roga. Tpu
roga 6yMa>kHom BoOIOKUTbI U cyaebHbix pa3bupaTenscTB, 610POKPATNYECKO BOMHBLI.
CnvwKoM ga)ke A58 TaKoW YNOpHOM 1N TEPNENNBON XEHLWUHbI, KakK 1...

Ha KpblabLe MeHs Noa>Xnaasn 4esioBeK, KOTOPOro 8 MeHblLUe BCero »esana Koraa-
nnbo BupeTb n TeM bosee 3HaTb. HaBepHoe, OH ewWwé pake 6osee HENPUATHbLIN, YeM
npucTas.

- Jlopa Bennu, - ynelbHynacb NPUTBOPHO, NOAHMMANACh K ABEPU MOEro 0CobHsKa. -
Kak Bbl Monasan Ha TEPPUTOPUIO UMEHUSA?

- Y Bac HeT cTopoxa, nean OBepByd, - PABHOAYLIHO 0TO3BAJICA My>X4YMUHA, Harpaaue
MEHSsi CBOUM XO0JIOAHbIM B3r1940M MOXOT/INUBbIX FoNybbIX rnas.

Y>xe Tpu roga 3TOT YenoBek o06bmBaeT Nopor 3Toro Aoma, Aesnas NnpecTpaHHbie
npennoxeHus, BCé bonblue 3aTarmBas NeT/0 Ha MOEN TOHKOW Wee, HOBbIMU U
HOBbIMU NCKaMWN. OH MOT MOKOHYUTb CO BCEM AABHbLIM-0ABHO, HO AEeHbIW... BAOUMO, He
camoe rnasHoe and nopja. ECTb eLé Koe-41o, 4TO OH TaK OTYasAHHO MbITaeTCs
3ano0ny4nTb. MeHs4.

- OTCcyTCTBME CTOPOXKA HE AAET BaM NpaBa NPOHMKaTb B Yy)XUe BlageHus, -
MPUTBOPHO YJbIOHYACb N CyHYyNna BPOH30BLIN K/OY B 3aMOYHYI0 CKBaXKNHY.

- [la 6pocbTe, - MOMOPLLUMUBLLUNCE, OTMAaxXHYJICA OH. - Mbl 06a NpekKpacHO NoHUMaeM,
4YTO Yepes3 HEeCKOJIbKO [IHEN 3TO BCE CTAaHET MOUM.

- BoT 4yepe3 HeCcKosbKO OHEN 1 NnpuxoauTe, nopn bennn, - nonbiTanacb NPOCKOYUTb U
3aXJI0NHYTh ABEpPb Nepef HarbiM CTEPBATHUKOM, HO OH BbICTaBWJ HOTY.

- OMMa... - HN3KKN BapXxaTHbIA roJs0C 3aCTaBWUJ1 BHYTPEHHE CXKAaTbCS.

JlopA TONKHYN ABEPb W BOLLES, BbiHY>XXAash MEHSI OTCTYMNUTb.



- YxoauTe, - BbIMOJIBUJ1a HE TaK YBEPEHHO, Kak XoTenocb 6bl. OT 3BOHa B yLUax
3aKpy>Xuiacb rososa... - byabte 61aropasymHei...

- He mory... - cunnao oTo3Basncsa 6eccTeknii 1op, CoKpaLlas pacCToOAHNE Mexay
HamMun. CHAN nepyaTKy, NPOTAHYJ1 PYKY N HEXXHO KOCHYJICS MOen weku. - He mory
HM4Yero rnoaesnaTb, KOrga peyb 3axoauT o Tebe, - HEOXXNAAHHO NMpuXKas MeHs K CTONY,
cpbiBas ¢ MOUX ryd CyiopoXXHbI, UCNyraHHbln B300X. - Coancsa yxe. Mbl o6a oT 3Toro
BblMFPaeM...

CTVICHyB 3y6b|, COrHyJjla HOry B KoJieHe " OTrNnXHYyJ1la MY>XX4HYUHY, MPOXXNTIrada ero
HEHaAaBUCTHbLIM B3rs14400M.

-l HNKOrga He NO4YNHIOCh YesI0BEeKY, y6I/IBLIJeFO MOEro Myxa...

JlopA KPUBO XMbIKHYJT U BbIMPAMUIICSA, COBCEM He Moka3biBas 60/b. A 1 yBepeHa, yaap
MEeXAY HOI MPUYUHMUA MY OLLLYTUMBbIRA... TM... AUCKOMMOPT.

- Fnynasi O9MMa... - HaCMeLIMBO NPOTSAHYJ OH. - He NoOHUMaelb? - U CHOBa KOCHYJICS
MOEWN LLLeKWN, 3aCTaBUB B3APOrHYTb N AEPHYTbLCA Ha3ad. - Ecav He cTaHelwb Moeln, 5
BO3bMYy Tebsi CMION, @ NOCAE... BbIKUHY Ha YJINLY, KaK HEHY>XHYI0 Bellb. Thl Oy aellb
Oro3opeHa N yHNXXeHa.

- Kyga y> 6onblue? - ycMexHysiacb FpyCcTHO, BbITUPAA C LLEKN Cel ero Mep3koro
NMPUKOCHOBEHUSA. - YX0OUTe, BCTPETUMCSA Yepes ABa OHA, Koraa s BepHy BaM BeCb
OCTaBLUMNCS OONT.

ToHKKne Fy6bl nophda CKpUsuMancCb B I/IpOHI/ILlHOIZ yCcMeLlKe.

- DTOro HUKOrga He Cay4YnTCH.

Habpana B nérkune nobonblue Bo3gyxa, cobmpascb HaCTOMYMBO BbIMPOBOOUTb
Mep3aBLa, KakK CO CTOPOHbI BXO4a pa3[4asioCb BEXJ/IMBOE NOKaLUJIMBAHME.

- Mpowy npouieHns, Ho ABepb Bbana HacTexb pacnaxHyTa. 9 He nomelan?

Bennun pe3ko obepHyncs, cobupascb NpuBbIYHO rpybo OTBETUTL B CBOEN MaHepe, HO
yBMOEB rOBOPUBLLEN0, BECb €ro Mblil yNeTy4yunncs.



- Balwe Benn4ecTBO, - NEPBON UCMOJIHWA PEBEPAHC U YYTUBO CKJIOHWJ1A FOJIOBY B
NnoknoHe. He 3Hato 3a4eM nMnepaTop NOYTUIT CBOUM MPUCYTCTBUEM, HO KakK Xe 5
paga...

- Neon OBepBy, - KMBHYJ1 B OTBET MMMNEpPaTOp, a 3a ero CrMHON TEHbIO MasynIn
reapaenubl.

- Bawe Benn4yecTBO, - O4HYJICSA MOV HACTbIPHbIN YXa>XEép N NOKJIOHUACA. - BbIHY>XeH
OTKNaHATbCA. [powy npoweHuns. Jlean OsepByA, - MPUMNOAHSAN WAANY, MPOLAACh, U
BEPHY/1 BHUMAHUA nMrepaTopy.

- Bcero npobporo, nopa bennun, - He CTan 3agep>XnBaTb TOT. - ByabTe OCTOPOXXHbI MO
nyTn 4OMOWN.

- bnaropapto, - ewé pa3 NOKJIOHWICS JIOPA N BbICKOYM 32 ABEPb.

iIMnepaTop nofan 3Hak ABYMS MajbLUaMun, N rBapAeinLibl XX1NBO pacCcpenoTo4UINCE No
nepumMmeTpy ocobHsKa. 9 Morna Wb BUAETb NX TEHWN, MAasYMBLUNE 3@ BbICOKUMN
OKHaMu.

- He xo4y, 4Tob6bl Hac Nobecrnokonn N NpepBaIn CTOb BaXKHbI Pa3roBop, - MOSACHWUI
AIMnepaTop, CHMMas BEHEL, C FO/10Bbl U 3aKpblBasi TPOCTbIO ABEpPb. - S nponay?

- MoyTy 3a YecTb, - OTMepJia N, UCNOJIHUB KHUKCEH, NMpuUraacuia nmnepaTtopa B
FOCTUHYIO.

HyTpo cTsarmeano TpeBoron. Y1o e ero npmeesno?..

[(naBa TpeTbA

Ero Benn4ecTtBo orngaabiBascsa no CTOPOHaM, 6y,EI,TO oueHnBasa Moé bencTBeHHoe
rnono)eHue. A g BbICTaB1si1a YaWHbIN cepBun3, He NCNbITbiIBaA HEJTIOBKOCTMN.



B noMe 4ncTo, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO NPUCAYTY NPULLIIOCL PACNyCTUTb, HArOE HN
NbIJIMHKN, TONIbKO FOJible CTeHbl U CBET/blE C/lIedbl Ha HUX, rOe Korga-To BUcCenu
KapTWHbI, HEMHOI0 NOPTAT 06K BUA.

He xBaTaeT HeKOTOpOI‘/'I mebenn un npeamMmeToB NHTEPbEPa, N A HE YCleJla Pa3>XXe4yb
KaMWnH, HO B LLeJIOM...

«Jlegn oo/mKHa yMeTb He ToJIbKO No3aboTuTbcsa 0 cebe B TpyAHble BPEMEHA, HO U
NnepeHoCnTb UX C LOCTOMHCTBOM...» - BCMOMHUJINCbL CNloBa Ppenepuka, 3aCTaBUB MeHS
Ha MrHOBEHWe 3amMepeTb C hapPopOoBbIM HaNHUKOM B pyKaxX.

Manbubl MalWMHaNLHO Ornagnan BbICTyI'IalOIJ.I,VIIZ OPHaAMEHT.

- O 4ém 3agymanuce, nean Osepyn? O60 MHe? - HACMELLUIMBbLIN FONI0C MMNepaTopa
MPOHWK B MOU MbIC/IN, 3aCTaBNsAs BCTPENEHYTbCS.

Pasnuna 4an, NpuaBMHYNa YallKy K UMNepaTopy 1 Ba3o4Ky C LLOKOJSIaAHbIMU
KOH(beTaMn B xpycTawen o6épTke, koTopble beperna, 4Tobbl oTNpasgHoBaTbk Nobeny
Hal CTEpPBATHMKOM Bennu.

- Bawe BennyecTBo, - CKJIOHW/Ia FON0BY B JIErKOM MOKJIOHE U ONYyCTUIaCb B KPECso
HaMpPOTUB, YCTPOMB PYKWN Ha NOTEPTLIX NOASIOKOTHUKAX.

- XOpOLIJO BUOUTE B TEMHOTE? - MPOHNYHO NMONHTEPECOBAJICA OH, B3rJIdHYB Ha
noraciiume namribl.

- Cenyac ewé aocTaTo4YHO CBETJI0, - 0TO3BaJslaCb YKJIOHYMBO. 3a4eM CrnpawnBaThb
noaobHoe y pa3opéHHOro Yyenoseka? - 4 npocto 6epery BCE, 4TO elé MOXHO
ybepeyb. B TOM yncne n kepocuH. [la)xe CBeYun... - Npon3Hecsia BCyX, He APOrHys,
XOTHA MOXXHO 6bIJ10 HEe 0TBeYaTb. HO NyCTb 3HAaeT, MHe HeYero CTblIANTLCS.

Kakoe-To BpeMs Mbl Mon4anun. iMnepaTop CKOJb3Wa NasbLEM MO 30/10TON KaéMke
YallKW, MPUCTaNIbHO MISAS Ha MeHs, a 9 HacNa)Kaasacb KaXKablM r1I0TKOM TEPIKOro
BOCTOYHOIr0 Yas. 3aBapuTb MMNepaToOpy AELLUEBLINA, COBECTb He No3soaunna. U pas Tak,
X04Yy B3ATb OT 3TON «LLEPEMOHUN>» CMOJIHA.



- Bbl He 3agaéTe BONpPOCOB, - KOHCTAaTUPOBA BE/IMYECTBO, a MexXAy YE€pHbIx bpoBen
BpPa3NE&T 3anerfa xmypasd ckiagka. - [lloyemy? BamMm HEMHTepPeCHO?

- Monarana, Bawe BennyectsBo, Bbl HAYHETE Pa3roBop NepBbIM, KOrga NocymTaeTe
HY>KHbIM. Beb 3TO Bbl HAHEC/IN MHE BM3UT, - 3aMeTWJ1a TOHKO U NoAHecNa YallKy K
rybam, He ynycTuB 13 BUAY, KakK OPOrHYIM YyTKO O4epUeHHble rybbl nMmnepaTopa.

- C KaXXablM MrHoBeHuMeM, nean OBepByd... s HAYUHAO MOHUMaTb, NovYemMy dpenepurk
npsTan Bac. Henb3s Takoe COKPOBULLE AEMOHCTPUPOBATL BCEM... - Ntobasi Obl Ha
MOEM MecTe co4na pa3y 3a KOMMJMMEHT 1 3apAenachb, Havyana 6narogapuTs, HO,
YBbl, 3TO HE OH.

f1 BCerpa TOHKO YyBCTBOBaJla CKPbITbIN NOATEKCT. YyBCTBOBasa aMoumnn cobecefHMKa,
KOTOpbl€ OH 3akJjlafblBasl B CBOIO peyb. MoXeT, noToMy, 4To Ppenepunk 6bi1 XOpOoLLINM
yyuTeneM, a MoOXXeT, NpMpoaHasa MHTYULMS HUKOr Aa He noaBoanna.

MeHsi, 6yaTo 6bl, NPOAO/IKAIOT MPOBEPSATL N UCMbITHIBATb. XXenatT NOHAT,
HACKOJIbKO XOPOLLUO 1 YMelo Aep>kaTb cebsl, HACKOIbKO XOPOLUO MOHMMal0
nponcxoasiiee.

- Mo My HMKOrga MeHsa He npsATas, Bawe Benn4ecTBo, - 0TO3Baj1laCb POBHO. - A
caMa cTapanacb nsberatb obuecTtsa v npurnaweHuin B Beicunin CeeT, - oTBeTUNA
NpsMO, HUKaK He BbigaBas BoNHeHUA nnn 6ecnokonctea. Nx He 6bino.

- 3aHATHO... - MPOTSHYN UMnepaTop. Ero uenknin B3rnsag sagep>xancs Ha Moém nuue,
3aCTaBsIsisi BHYTPEHHE NOEXUTbLCA. - BCEé xxpaan, Koraa Bbl CNPOCUTE, 4TO NPUBENO
MEeHS, HO Ka)keTcs, Bbl, Nean OBepByd, COBCEM He CTpadaeTe NtobonbITCTBOM U
obnagaeTte 3aBUAHbLIM XJTaAHOKPOBMEM. [TPU3HATLCSA, HE BCE MY>XUYMHbI MOTYT
NOXBACTaTbCs TAKOWN BbIAEPXKKON N YMEHNEM Oep)XaTb «JINLO».

- bnaropapto, Bawe Benn4yecTtso, - 0TO3BaJlaCb POBHO. - HO He AyMalo, 4TO Bbl
npuwnn obcyxaaTb MOU AOCTONHCTBA WIN HEAOCTATKWU, XOTH BaC, MOYEMY-TO, 3TO
CWJIbHO BOJIHYeT. Ecnm He npoTue, AaBante nepenném Kk geny. C Bawero no3sosieHns,
KOHEeYHoO.

- BpaBo, - BrepBble UCKPEHHE NMPON3HEC NMMepaTop, a OT ero B3rnaaa... Koxxa
NMOKpPbINACh MypallKkaMn. HacToIbKO OCTPbIN, HACTONIbKO NPOH3UTENbHbIN!..



Ha MrHoBeHMe MHe NoKa3aloCb, YTO B FOCTUHON CTaJ10 HEBLIHOCKMMO XXapKO N HEYEM
AblwaTb. Bo3ayx, 6yaTo 6bl Harpencs, ctan oca3aeM. Ho BCé npekpaTuioCb, CTOMUIO
nMnepaTopy ONyCTUTb B3rNs4 U B3ATb YalUKYy.

... AblXaHNE€ BbIPOBHANOCH.

- 9 Xo4y NpPensioXXUTb BaM... XM... - OH 3aAyMasncs, noabupas cnoBa. - 3To Aaxke He
caenka. 3To npegnoXeHue. BeirogHoe ansa Hac oboux.

b KUBHYJ1a N NMOCTaBWJ1a HYallKy, OaBad NMNOHATb, YHTO roOTOBa BHMMMaTEJIbHO BbICJ/1YLLATb
3TO 3alrago4yHoe rnpeaninoxxeHnme.

iIMnepaTop YCMeXHYCs, caenan rnoToK Yas U yaUBAEHHO NPMNOAHAN 6POBb.

- JocTann ceomn 3anacsbl paau MeHA?

- ECcTecTBeHHO, - He cTana oTnnpaTbCd, HECMOTPA Ha TO, HTO MeH4 MbITaNCb
3aCTaBUTb UCMbITbIBAaTb HENIOBKOCTL. HO 4 He CMYyLllaJlaCb CBO€ro bencTBEeHHOro
noJsioXXeHus. - CTeCHATbCA HULWETbI - BBEPX ryrnocTtu. [ToKa 4yenoBek 4YnucT ,D,yLIJOVI n
noMbICJlaMn, eMy HeYero CTbiAnTbCA. BepHo?

Pyka nmnepaTtopa ApPOrHyJsa, HeCKOJIbKO Kanenb 6pbi3HY10 Ha cepebpsAHbIN MyHANUP, a
rnasa BMecTe C TeM 3a)KI/INCb a3apTHbIM B1eCcKOM. Tak 3HaKOMbIM MHE U HE3HAKOMbIM
O4HOBPEMEHHO0. ITO0 bbls1 a3apT Apyroro pona. He Takon, Kak y MOero noKOMHOro
My>Xa...

NmnepaTop Bapyr o6nm3an rybbl 1 Ha CeEKYHAY OTBEPHYCH, ByATO NMbiTassCb CKPbITb
amMounn.

- 9 B NnpeABKyLIeHWUN, - MPU3HANCA OH N CHOBa BEPHYJ1 BHMMaHMe MHe. - [M... neaun
OBepByA, - MPOU3HEC TOPXKECTBEHHO M MOCTaBWJ YallKy Ha CTOJ. - X04Yy, 4TOObI Bbl
CTaJin MOen HeBeCTOoWN.

Bo3ayx BblieTen U3 NErknx, oCTaBuUB MeHN 3aabiXxaTbCsA. He cpa3y s cMorna BepHyTb
cebe camoobnapgaHme. Ox, He cpa3y... XOTb U AoraabiBasacb 0 HEYTO NOAOOHOM, HO
BCE paBHO... I TONIbKO 4Yepe3 HECKOJIbKO A0JIrMX CEKYH A0 MEHS AOLUO.



- Xo4y ycCablWwaTb NpensioKeHne LLeJIMKOM, a He TOJIbKO OZIHY ero YacTb. Bbl ckazanu,
BbIroO4HOE AN Hac obomx. Xo4vy y3HaTb B HEM MOS Bbiroga, a B 4EM Balla.

- A 9 Tak Hagesscs, 4To Bbl ynan,éTe B 06MOpOK OT CHacCTbA, - NPOHUYHO MPOTAHYJT OH,
ABHO HacCla>XdadACb nponcxogdawmnmMm.

- Mpowy npoliaHna, ecnm pasoyapoBana, - oTBeTusa poBHO. O4YeHb XO0TeNoChb
B3r/IAHYTb Ha 4acbl, Y3HaTb, CKOJIbKO Y MEHS 0CTasIoCb BPEMEHM A0 Havasla ayKLNOHa,
HO 3T0 6b1710 661 rpy6o0.

- HanpoTuB, - yNbIOHYNCS MMNepaTop, He CBOAS C MEHSt MPOH3UTESbHbIX YEPHbIX
rnas. - FpagéT MimnepaTopcknini oTOop HEBECT, B KOTOPOM Sl XKEHUX, U, ECNIN HYECTHO,
He »xenan 6bl y4acTBoBaTb. Ho 60t0Ch, y MeHs HeT Bblibopa.

- CuTyaumnsa HaCTOJIbKO CNOXKHaA? Bbl NOCBATUTE MEHA B HEE UM MHE 3HaTb He
MoOJIOXKEeHOo? - cripocuia NpPsmo.

- OTYero »ke?.. HanNpoTKB. Xo4y, YTOObI Bbl TOYHO MOHMMAJN, BO H4TO A MbiTalOCb Bac
BTSAHYTb U 6blan roToBbl. YTOOLI NPUHAAN B3BELIEHHOE 1 06ayMaHHOe pelueHune.
TakKe... 1 3Hal0, Ha 4YTO TOJIKAlO BacC, - CEPbE3HO NPOU3HEC OH, @ XKeJIBakn Ha
rPaHUTHOM Nnue AporHynn. MHe BoobLle Bcerga Kasasiocb, YHTO MMMNepaTop COTBOPEH
N3 KaMHS. HacToNbKo TOYEHble N rpyboBaTbie €ro YepThl, U B TO XXe& BPEMS
rapMoHMYHble. CMyrnas Koxka, Tyrme Mbilubl, OCTPble CKYJbl...

- Ecnm A cTaHy Bawewn HeBecTon, 060 MHe NOMNos3yT CNJIETHU. DTO Bbl UMENN BBUAY,
roBOpS O TOM, YTO 3HaAeTe, Ha YTO MeHs ToskaeTe?

- He ToNbKO... - YKJIOHYMBO OTO3BaJICa nMmnepaTtop. - Ho 1 3To ToXKe. Xo4y NOHMMaTb,
HACKOJIbKO CUJIbHO 3J1ble CNJIeTHW OTPa3ATCA Ha BalleM 3MOLMOHa/IbHOM COCTOAHUK. B
KOHLe KOHLUOB, Bbl HaxXoanJINCb C My>XeM 0O CaMOro KoHua...

- 41 6bl He xoTena 3aMapaTb NAaMATb O HEM, - MPU3HaNacb, He APOrHyB. - MHe
nneeaTb, 4TO 6yayT roBopmTb 060 MHE 3a CMMHON, HO He Xenato, 4Tobbl 0 Ppenepunke
OT3bIBasINCb M0X0. YT0ObI ero BoIbop cynpyru cTaBuam nog coMmHeHue. Bbl xe
3HaeTe, KaKoW 3TO No30p, ecqiv BAOBa CHOBa BbIXOAUT 3aMyX. B obwecTse, 3To He
MPUHATO. A UMNEepaToOPCKNM OTOOP... MEHS COYTYT HE MPOCTO aJYHON NNL.EMEPKON,
XOTS MHe BCE paBHO, KaK y>Ke 1 CKa3aJla, HO 1N )KeCTKON N0 OTHOLIEHUIO K MyXY. K
MnaMmaTm O HEM.



- Bbl Tak NpepaHbl Ppenepnky? - XMLWHO NPULLYPUBLLUNCL, CNPOCK BEINYECTBO.

- bonblie, 4em Bbl MOXeTe cebe npeactaBnTb, - CrJIOTHYJ1a U Ha MTHOBEHNE OTBEJ1a
B3rnan. MHe Hy>XHO Obin10 nepepectT AblXaHUNE.

- Xo4y NpencTaBuTb, - YXMbIJIbHYICA MMNepaTop, cLennsas pykn B 3aMoK. - [1o/KHa
ObITb MPMYMHA TaKOM NPenfaHHOCTN. DTO WIWN rAynocTb, B YEM JIMYHO S COMHEBAKOCh,
Bbl JAaJIEKO He rynbl, HO N He NtboBb. Beab Nt0boBL, MO BalMM COBCTBEHHbLIM
CJ/I0BaM, CUMHOHUM 1yrnoCcTu. Tak B 4EM NMpUYnHa, IMMa... - NOAABLWINCL Brepén,
MPOHNKHOBEHHO BbIMOJIBUJ1 OH, BCE )Ke 3aCTaBMB MEHS B3APOrHyTb OT 3BYKa
CO6CTBEHHOIrO MMEHN. DTN yCTa 3aCTaBUIN MHOMMX AEBYLUEK MOHEPBHUNYATD, a
HEKOTOpPbIX U CONTU C yMa. OT CcHACTbs, KOHEYHO Xe...

- Bawe BennyecTBo, Bbl XXe HaBesn 060 MHe NMHGopMauUnio? - cnpocuna beccTpacTHoO,
B35B cebs B pyKM, XOTHA 4 HE COMHeBaslaCb, 4TO MOS peaKLMsa He YKPbIJIaCb OT LernkKux
YEpPHbIX rnas.

MMnepaTop CHOBa OTKUHYJICA Ha CMUHKY Kpecsa, cuenua pyKn B 3aMOK N KUBHYJI.

- Mnagwas ao4ds nopna banpa. Bel eguHCTBEHHAA yuenenn B CTpallHOM NOXXape, HO
yAanoCb COXpaHUTb 60NbLUYO YaCTb LLEHHOCTEN M Ha BalleM cYeTy bbina
BHywmMTenbHaa cymma. N'pad OsepByn B35/ BaC Cpa3y nocje Tparegum toHom
neBoYKomn. Ka)keTcs, BaM efiBa UCMOJIHWI0Cb CeEMHaALUaTb. Bcé Bbicluee obwecTso
CMOTPEJIO Ha Hero C 3aBUCTblo. HanTm Takylo KpacaBuuy HeBecTy, 6€3 poaHbIX U C
6o/blWIMM HAaCNeACTBOM...

- Bcé 370 NnoXb, - NpounsHecna, nepebus, ¢ HEKMM CaANCTCKMM YA0BOJIbCTBUEM
Habnoaas, Kak MeHSIeTCSl B MUe nmnepaTop. 9 xpaHuna 3Ty TallHy ABeHaAuaTb
neT...

Cnosamu He nepenaTtb, Kakoe obneryeHne ncnbiTana cenyac, ropopsa o Tom, 410 MOHA
npowsiasa XmM3Hb XOPOLUO npmayMaHHasa J10Xb...

naBa 4eTBEpTasd



MIMnepaTop NPOYNCTUA ropsio, C/IOBHO B HEM 4YTO-TO MeLUAJIoCb, pa3pyluasi TEM CaMbiM
3aTSHYBLUYOCS naya3y.

BeXxn1Bo yNbIOHYBLUNCH, A MO3BOSINIA cebe CNpPoCUTh:

- Mory s paccy4nTbiBaTb Ha TO, 4TO BCE AasibHeNnlwee CKa3aHHOe MHOW, OCTaHeTCs
MeXxay HaMmu?.. B 3TOM oMe.

XoTenocb /in MHe OTKPbITbCA? He oymato. Ho TakXe a1 COMHeBasiaCb, 4YTO MocJie Moero
paccKasa, uMmnepaTop eLlé 3axo4eT 03By4YUTb CBOE npenyioxeHue. J1IoXKb 411 MeHs
OblNa CANWKOM TSH)KENON Howen, 1 g bonblue He Xenato TawmnTb eé 3a cobon. MNMycTb
XOTb OOUH YeNoBeK B 3TOM Mupe 3HaeT npasay. [NycTb oTAaCT MeHdA nof cyn, 3TO
Nlydule, 4eM CcTaTb XXeHoun nopaa bennn, ockBepHUTL NMaMATb YesloBeKa, KOTOPbLIV Aan
MHe TakK MHOro. ®akKTU4eCckKn fan HOBYI XU3Hb...

- MHe HeT BbIrofibl PAaCNPOCTPAHATLCSA O BalleM NPOLLJSIOM, - 6eCCTPACTHO MPOU3HEC
nMnepaTop. - He aymaeTe nn Bbl, YTO MHE €CTb [0 3TOr0 XOTh Kakoe-To [eno?
«ToNUTb» BacC HET CMbIC/A, BeAb A caM cobupatock... BaC UCMoJsib30BaTb, iegu
OBepBY[, - OH CNeLUnanbHO BblAep)Xas nay3y, U ecnn AyMasn HanyraTb, TO HAYEro He
BbILLJIO. - HO NpU3HATbLCA, MHE 04eHb NobonbITHO. A cpa3y, Kak yBuaen Bac Ha bany,
MOHSAJ, YTO Bbl HE MPOCTas XeHLWnHa. YHUKabHadA, 9 Obl cKasaln.

Pacnpasuna nagoHsaMu No4os naaTbs, MbiCJIEHHO BO3BpalLasaCb B TOT AeHb, KOorga
rpag ®penepuk OBepByn criac MeHs.

- 9 noyb B6ernoro npecTynHmkKa n KypTmsaHku. Korga mHe Obl/10 NATHaAUaTb, MaTb
CKOHYasnachb, a 4 3aHs/1a e€ MeCTO B 6opﬂ,ene. dpenepuk Obls1 MOUM nepBbiM
KJINEHTOM...

... MU0 MMNepaTopa He Bblipa)kasio 3SMOLUMNA, HO rna3a... 1 Buaena B HUX HEBEPUE W...
COYyBCTBME. XOTS yBepeHa, OH BCE )Ke HEMAJI0 YANUBWICS YC/bILLaHHOMY.

XoTenocb Hego0BOJIbHO CKPUBUTbLCA, HO A paBHOAOYLIHO NMpoaoJiXunia.

- HeT. OH He TpoHyN MeHs. Pa3rnsgen BoO MHe YTO-TO Takoe, YTO 3aCTaBWJIO ero
nobpoe cepaue AporHyTh. Ppeaepuk CMOTPES Ha MEHS TaK Xe... Kak U Bbl cenyac.



iIMnepaTop MOPrHy 1 NOTSAHYJICA 3a@ YallKoW, HENOBKO ONPOKUHYB eé. Mo ckaTepTu
pPacnosi3asocb KOPUYHEBOE MSATHO.

- Hnyero, - nogHanacb n3-3a CTos1a U cxogusa 3a TpFlI'IKOIZ. MpOMOKHYB MNATHO, CHOBA
HaloJIHna YallKy apOMaTHbIM HalNMTKOM.

- Bbl MOXXeTe npofokaTh, - 61aroCKJIOHHO Benen nMnepaTop, 3aknabiBas Hora Ha
Hory.

BepHynach B Kpecsio, pacnpasusia njieym n 3aroBopuna:

- OH 3abpasn MeHs B TOT )Xe AeHb, 0OCTaBMB X035UHY Bopaensa BHYLINTENbHYO CyMMY.
Mo3>xe, Kak caM npu3HaBaacsa Ppenepuik, s bbina ero cambiM 60NLLLINM BJIOXKEHUNEM,
HO N CaMbIM YAa4HbIM, - NPU YIMTOMUHAHUN 3TOFO MOMEHTA, HEXXHas yNblbKa HEBOJIbHO
KOCHYJlack ry6. 1 ropannacbk TeM, 4TO MNOJIHOCTbLIO ONMPaBAbIBasa 0XUAAHNA U
BJIO’KEHHbIE B MEHS CpeCTBa.

- Y10 6bI710 Aanble? - UMNepaTop HETEpPNeNnBo CrI0THYN U noép3an. He aymana,
4YTO MOSl MPOCTasA UCTOPUS HACTOJIbKO ero 3anmHTepecyer.

- A panblie MeHSs yBE3/IN B FyXYyl0 AEPEBHIO, rae Mon ByayLimm My Kynuin
HebonbLWoOEe NMOMECTbe, HaHAN YNPaBASAOWEro, Cayr, ryBEPHaAHTKY N yYnTenem ans
MeHs. [1Ba roga HUKTO 060 MHe He 3Has, - NPU3HAaTbCA, Y MEHS 3aTeKIM Mbllubl nua
OT HaNps»KeHns, HO A NpoaosKasa 6e33MouUMoHanbHO ynbibaTbCA N FOBOPUTL O CBOEN
XKU3HW. - 1 y4mnacb NpaBusibHO FOBOPUTb, KPAaCMBO XOAUTb, CO BKYCOM O€BaTbCH...
Yynmnacb My3blke, TaHUaAM, apupmMeTuke, NICTOPUN N STUKETY, y4niacb TOHKOCTAM
CBETCKOro obueHuns. Bl 3HaNM, 4TO CywlecTByeT ueslasd HaykKa, NOCBALWEHHAd
OaHHOMY pa3fneny? - cnpocunia He 6e3 NpoHuu.

- Yl poragbiBasica, - N04aBUB YCMeELLKY, 0TO3BaJicA uMmnepaTop. - A rpad OH... y Bac
Obina 611M30CTL?

- HeT, - ynbibHynacb B oTBeT. - [10 cBaabbbl HET. OH Npunes>xan pas B Mecsll.
MpnBo3un foporve nogapku n Xxsasua 3a ycrnexu.

- A KaK e Bbl CTanun loHOM MuUcc banp? - cknoHUB rosioBy Habok, MONHTEPECOBANOCH
BeNMYecTBO. TEMHaA NpsAaKa ynanaa Ha anuo...



OnycTuna pyku nopg cTos, 4Tobbl CKPbITh BOJIHEHME U NPOAOJKMAA. ITa YacCTb
pacckasa camas TauHCTBEHHas 1 Mpa4vHas.

- Openepuk roBopusa, 4HTo roTOBUT ASIA MEHSA LOKYMEHTbl U COCTaB/IAET MJaH, Kak
npencrtaBuTb MeHs obuiecTBy. Kak BbIBECTU B CBET M Y3aKOHUTb HalUM OTHOLUEHMS.
Mo naoeun a gonxHa bbinia eweé rof y4nTbCs, XXMUBSA B MOMECTbe, HO OA4HaXK4bl HOYbIO...
OH pa3byaonn meHs, TpAca 3a naedun. Ero amuyo 6be110 TaknMm 6€CNOKONHLIM, YTO S
HEeBOJIbHO ncnyranack. NMNokasanocb, NPOMN30OLLI0 HEYTO Y>KaCHOe.

«Mbl 0OJKHbI CPOYHO Bble3XaTb. Cnywan n 3anoMmHan, 9MMa...» - NMPON3HEC OH B Ty
rPO30BYIO0 HOYb, Ha3BaB MeHS NOYEeMY-TO YY>KUM HE3HAKOMbIM UMEHEM.

- MeHune nopaa banpa HaxoouIoCb HeJaneko oT Bac? - Aoragascs uMnepaTop.

- [a. B kunomeTpax naTu, He bosee, - noTBepaena, NepeHocs BeC Tesa Ha JIeBYIO
CTOPOHY. - Mnamsa noxapa A sBugena ewe nigaseka, a ryCtom CUsbin AbiM pa3HECCH
rno Bcewn okpyre. Mo gopore ®penepuk gaasa YHETKME UHCTPYKUMKN. HTO 9 [OJIKHA
rOBOPUTb, Kak BeCTn cebs. OH 06bACHMA, 4TO DMMa banp HMKOraa He BbiXxoA4Wa B
CBET, 4YTO eé oTel, 6bl1 04EePKUMbIM MapaHOMKOM. DMMa A0J>KHa bbina geboTnpoBaTh
elé rog Hasaf, HO OH OT/IOXMUA AebtoT, Kak 1 oTbuBan BCe NpensioXKeHus o
CMOTpPUHaX.

- M'pa npennoxwun BaMm 3aHATbL MeCTO norndwen goyepu snopna banpa,
BOCMOJIb30BaBLUNCb TEM, YTO €€ HUKTO He Buaesn? - NpoHNLaTe/IbHOCTN nMrepaTtopa
MO>XHO TOJIbKO NO3aBNAOBATh.

- ®penepuk cKkasasl, 4TO sl 04€Hb MOX0XKa Ha Heé... - Mpu3Hanacb TUX0. - XOTA OTKyAa
eMy 6blJ10 3HaTb, BepHO? HO B TOT MOMEHT st He AyMaJia 0 NoAobHbIX Menovax. MeHs
NPMBE3NM Ha NenesnLLe... U3Ma3aJin Cakei N0, BOMOCkl, pyku. Moananunm nogon
HOYHOWM COPOYKM N oCcTaBMAM BOCyo CTOSTb A0 NMpuesna CTpaken nopsaka.

«Mnayvb» - ckasan Openepuk, yesxas, 1 9 nnakana. O4eHb NCKpeHHe. MHe 6b1s10
»Xaslb MOrmnbLUyto CeEMbIO, KOTOPYIO A fa)ke He 3Hana.

iIMnepaTop paccTerHysl BEPXHIO NyroBuLy KaM3osa U FNOTHY Yas.

- MpoponxanTe.



- Kak TonbKo nNpubbinm cnyxallme YrnpaBsieHUs U CTPaXku rnopsiaka, s ymonsna HanTu
Moero XeHuxa. ®penepuka Osepsya. Mo 6A1M30CTU He BbINIO HU 04HOr0 AOMa, S
CUNbHO 3aMép3Jia, Noka MeHsa Hawnn. MoxxeT, caM rpad TanHo coobLimn o noxXkape, a
MOXXET M HeT, 51 He 3Halo 3TOro, Aa HUKOrAa 1 He crnpalunBana.

Ha ponpoce s roBopusa, 4TO HAYEro He MOMHIO, YTO OYHYNach, Korga y>xe nom 6bin
06BbAT NnnamMmeHeM 1 Bblbpasacb Yepes3 OKHO. A roBopwusia BCE TO, 4TO Benen dpenepuk.
CnoBo B csioBo. 1 MHe noBepunun. lNMpenctasnseTe?

IMnepaTop He BbIrnsaen yanBAEHHbIM.

- Bcé cropesio. KoHe4yHo, oHW noBepun cioBaM pebéHka, KOTOPOro HalLIW Ha
CropeBLUNX OCTaHKax.

- ®pepepuk 3abpan MeHA U3 YrpaBieHUs yTPoM, NoATBEPAUB TO, YTO ABASETCA MOUM
XXEHUXOM U NMPoLeMOHCTPMPOBAJ HEHACTOAWMNIA BpayHbIN 0OrOBOP, 3aKJHOYEHHbIN
AKobbl ¢ nopaoM banpom. A nocne npuwén agBokaT ceMbk banp n coobimn 06
OCTaBJIEHHOM MHe HacnefcTee... Tak g cTtana dmmon banp, mHe 6e3 npobnem
BOCCTAHOBWN OOKYMEHTbI, KOTOPble Cropesin B 4OMe, a Yepes3 TPU Mecsila MeHSs yxxe
npenctasuav obiecTBy, Kak HeBecTy rpaca OBepByA. HM Yy KOro He BO3HUKJIO HU
BOMPOCOB, HN COMHEHUN... - Ne4YasibHOW rpyCTU CKPbITb He yAasoch, N 1 40CaALJIMBO
nomMopLumiachk.

- Bbl coXasieeTe 06 3TOM? - HACTOPOXXEHHO MOUHTEPECOBAJICA UMIMePaTop, NO-HOBOMY
pa3rnanbIBas MeHs.

- Coxanet 1M 9 0 TOM, 4HTO MeHs BbiTawmnm ns bopaensa? - nepecnpocmna
HacMewnmeo. - HeT, Bawe BennyecTsBo. f coxanew Nnlb 0 TOM, YTO He CcMorJa
ocTaHoBUTbL Ppenepuka. He ybeperna ero ot onacHbIX Urp. 3TO 3BYYUT HECKOJIbKO
UVMHWYHO, HO goCayLwanTe...

- 91 B€Cb BO BHMMaHUWN, - YyTKKMe rybbl N30rHynmcb B panblunBon ynabibke. 3Hato, 4TO
OH cenyac aHanm3upyeT BCE, 4TO ycablwan. ymaeT. MNpuHumaeT peweHue. MNMyckan. 4
Jlyduwe nonay B TIOPbMY, 4YeM B KOWKY bewnnu.

- 3a noarona oo cmeptn dpepepuk npeanaran mHe ceobopy... NMNoHnmaeTte? OH
oTnycTun MmeHsa. Ckasan: «bepu, 4To ewé oCcTanocb, IMMa, N yXoau...». 4 He xoTena
3TOro 1 NpuHana peweHne bbiTb C HAM A0 KOHUA. 3HaeTe, noyemy?



- YyBCTBO Npu3HaTenbHOCTM? B 61arogapHOCTb O BalleM ClaceHnn? - JIEHUBO
npeanosioXun nMmrepatop, ocobo He BHMKas. YyBCTBYETCS, YTO €ro He CUJIbHO
3a60TAT Yyume HeB3roabl. OH )Xe NPULWEN pewnTb cobcTBEeHHYIO Npobnemy ¢
oTHbopoM. YTo XKe, TaK Oa)ke nyyuie.

- W13 4yBCTBa BMHbI. 1 CZIOBHO HakKa3biBasa cebs 3a To, 4TO NpucBOUsIa cebe Yyxyto
XKN3Hb, Yy>K0e UMSA 1 HacnencTBo. MHe XO0TenoCb MONTU Ha «4HO» BMecTe CO CBOUM
bnarogetenem. A n3 6narogapHoOCTK 3a CBOE CnaceHune, 1 He MPUHMMaIo
Npenno>XeHNss HACTONYMBLIX YXa)XEPOB. XPaHIO BEPHOCTb K NOrnbLiemy Myxy.
Mo3TOMy 1 Bawen HEBECTOM CTaTb He MOry. Bbl BCE ewé xoTnte caenatb MHe
npensioxxeHue, Bawe BennyecTtso? - MO roJsioC 3By4as CNOKOWMHO 1 6e3MATEXHO.

MbICNIeHHO, S y>Ke ycnesa noaroToBUTbCS Ko BceMy. K nobon peakumnmn. 3Hato, 4TO
bBennn He 0CTaBUT MEHA Oa)kKe eC/IN BbiMavy 0, Oa)Ke eC/IN He BbirnJavy, BCé
paBHO He oCcTaBMUT. MMo3ToOMy Kakon cMbicn 6oATbCA?

MycTb MeHs 0O6BUHAT B Moasiore, B yMbILLJIEHHOM MPUCBOEHUN Yy>XKOro UMYLLLeCTBa U
JleHer, BC&, 4YTo yrogHo!.. MHe BrepBble 3a ABeHaALUaThb JIeT nerye AbllNTCS U Ha
cepjLie CNOKOMHO. A Ao/KHA OblNa U3INTL AyLly...

- MpekpacHo, - UMNepaTop XJIONHYN B IAA0HW, BbIrNAOs peENTENbHO. - Tak gaxe
nydue.

- YT10? - Nnepecnpocuna, He CAep>XaB U3yMJIeHUs.

JInxopafo4Ho BrasabiBasach B LléprIe rnasa, Ho He nNnoHMMana. KasanocCb, y MeHA
3aTpPACSINCb PYKWU, MO3TOMY A OMNYCTUJ1a NX Ha KOJIEHN.

NmnepaTop ycMexHyAcs, A40BOJIbHbIN NPON3BEAEHHBLIM 3 HEKTOM N NOACHWU:

- 9 UeHto B N0ASAX YECTHOCTb, NPEAAHHOCTb W... YMEHWEe NIaTUTb Mo cyeTaMm. Bbl
yMeeTe. /l noaTomy, 2 xouy... nean OBepByA, 3aKJIOYNTbL C BaMU COEJKY, BE€b A TOXe
B 6e4CTBEHHOM MOJIOXKEHUN. Hey)Xenun, Bbl HE XOTUTE YCJbIWaTb X MOMOYb CBOEMY
nMmnepaTopy? Mbl Moram 66l MOMOYbL APYr APYrY.

Hy BOT... eweé ogHa neTns 3aTAHYJ1aCb Ha LUEE...



[(naBa naTas

B noBuclien rHeTywen TULLMHE ypYaHUe Moero »Xmneota 6bi210 NnogobHoO rpomMy cpeau
AICHOro Heba...

Nlake camasi HeBo3MyTuMana negun, Ha Moém bbl MecTe, cropena 6bl co cTbifa. Hy unn,
KakK MMHUMYM, NokpacHena. 9 na>xe 6poBblo He noBefa. 3a4yMyMBO NOCMOTPEsSa B
CTOPOHY KYXHW U MPon3Hecna:

- Kak Hac4éT y>xuHa, Bawe Benn4yecTBo?.. He MOry yAMBUTb Bac AesiMkaTecamMmun, HO
He OTpaBJIlo, 3TO TOYHO.

iIMnepaTop 3anHTEPEeCcoBaHHO BbIrHY1 6POBb.

- YMeeTe rotoBuTb?

- MeHs BOCNNTbIBa/IM HEMHOIO MHA4e... - 0TO3BaJlaCb YKJIOHYMBO M NMogHANACD,
pacnpaBsiaa nnaTtbe. - C Bawero No3BOJIEHNSA, Mbl MOXXEM MNEPENTU B KYXHIO 1
MPOOOJIXNTb Pa3roBop Tam?

- C yooBonbCTBMEM, - BCTaBasd, ynupasa JlagoHU B KOJIEHMN, I'IpOI/I3HéC nmMnepaTop. -
[Moka Moun ntoAN OXPAHAKT 4OM, HAC HUKTO HE MOTPEBOXNT.

- Mpuwén Baw Yepén pacckasbiBaTb, Bawe BennyecTsBo, - HaNoMHWUIA JIyKaBo,
pa3)Xuras XKapoBHI0. He cka)ky, 4To MeHsa My4YaeT ntobonbITcTBO, 600Cb, MHE NPOCTO
NPUAOETCS BbIC/YLIATh.

NmnepaTop ocMOTpeNcs, 3aaep»xasics B3rns40M Ha HaCTEeHHbIX C KypPaHTaMuM Yyacax u
YCTPOWIICS 32 MAaCCUBHbIM BbICOKMM KYXOHHbIM CTOJIOM.

- MHe He X04eTCs HanoMKWHaTb, HO Sl BbIHY)XAEH, AaXKe €C/IM Mbl C BAaMU HE CMOXEM
[OroBOPUTbLCS, NOAPOOHOCTN N AeTaNn Halero pasroBopa A0J/KHbI OCTaTbCs 34eCh.
Kak Bbl CKa3asn, B 3TOM gome. Mory 1 pacCcynTbiBaTb Ha Balle 6aropasymme v
yMEHWe XPaHUTb TalHbI?



- Bawe Benn4yecTBO, MHE, KakK 1 BaM, HET BbIr0Abl PaCNpPOCTPaHATbLCSA 006 3TOM, -
YYTMBO CKJIOHMAA rOJI0BY N MOCTaBMJ1a Ha XXAPOBHIO YYryHHYIO CKOBOpOAY, a pA4a0oM
KacCTpoJIt0 C BOOOMN.

Mol y>XMH 6b1s1 Bbl CKYAHbBIM, HO MOJIb3YSICb C/lyYaeM, NPUroTOBIIIO YYAECHbIN PUC C
OBOLLAMU 1 MSACOM.

NmnepaTop paccTerHyn eweé ogHy nyroBuuy KamsoJsia U NoTAHYCA 3a rpadMHOM C
BOOON N CTaKaHOM.

- Tpn Mecsua Hasag... - Benmydectso nobapabaHun nanbuamm No ctony. - Tpu Mecsaua
Hasaj Mbl OOHapY XM MecTopoXxaeHue asmasosB. O4eHb-04eHb 1 04eHb bosbLioe...
HacToJIbKO 60JIbLLIOE, YTO HaM [la)ke He yasI0Cb COXPaHUTb HaxoaKy B TanHe. U 3To...
Cpa3y NPUBJIEKJIO BHUMaHUE apyrux nmnepuin. 3abpatb mectopoxaeHue cebe nnum
NPUCBOUTb OHU HE MOTYT, XOTH... 3@ 3TO BpeMs 6b1J1I0 HECKOJIbKO MOMbITOK
NPOHWUKHOBEHMSA B LWAXTbl. BWAMMO, NbITaloTCA Y3HATb... XM... MacluTabbl
MeCcTopoXAeHuns. 3HaeTe, 0 YHEM 3TO FrOBOPUT?

- [naBbl cOCenCTBYOLNX |/|Mr|ep|/||7| BOJIHYIOTCA? - MpeanosioXunna, BbiIMaydnBasa puc.

- IMeHHo, - 10BONbHO YNbIOHYNCS nMNepaTop. - AsiMa3bl NOAKPENAAIOT 30J10TON U
JleHEeXXHbI 3anac uMnepuun, genas rocyJapcTBo CUJibHEEe U MOryLlecTBEHHee, Tak
XKe... MOXXHO U3roTaBJINBATb YPE3BbIYAHO MPOYHOE U KPENKOe Opy>XMe C aJIMa3HbIM
HamnblJIEHWEM.

- HO HUKTO He PUCKHET NONTN BOMHON Ha IMNepnoH n3-3a asiMa3oB, - OCTOPOXXHO
BblCKa3aJsiaCb, Hape3as OBOLLM.

- O, OHM Obl PUCKHY N, - 3/10BELLE XMbIKHY1 nMmnepaTop. Ero rnasa ctanam 6yato 6.l
elé TeMHee... - Ho n3MoTaHbl NATUAETHEN BOWHOW C bpycamMn, KOTOPYO HaM Tak
yAayHo yganocb n3bexatb. O6bABNATb X0N04HYO BONHY TOXE HEBbLIFOAHO, Mbl TOrAda
NpocTo 060pBEM BCE OTHOLLEHUNSA N 3a>XKUBEM BHYTPU COBCTBEHHON MMMEPUN, HO 3TO
KpanHasa mepa. Ho... Koe-4To OoHM BCE-TaKn MOryT, - yNblOKa nmnepaTtopa cTtana
nyrawouwen. - Ecte npegnonoxeHus, negmn Osepsya? Xo4vy ybeanTbCs, HACKONbLKO
XOPOLLO Bbl YMEETEe NPOBOANTb aHANIOrNM N PacCy>XOaTb JIOTNYECKN.

A 3aayManacCb Jinlb Ha HECKOJIbKO HeOOJIr X MIHOBEHWW, CONOCTaBNAA BCe AeTann
«F0NI0BOJIOMKW>». ban, Ha KOTOprIZ npurinacnan NnoTeHUunasibHO HenoaxogAaLmnx



HeBeCT, NpenJjioXXeHne nmnepaTopa... rpagywmm otbop HeBecT.

OH roBopw, 4To HaxoaAnNTcs B «6beaCcTBEHHOM MOJIOXXEHUN», 3HAYNT Bbibopa ocoboro
HeT.

- Mory nuwb goragbiBaTbCs... BaM cTanm noctynaTb NpeanoXxeHns 3akalo4YnTb
BbIFOOHbIN BpakK C OAHON N3 HacnegHUL Npectona?

- A He owmnbcqa B Bac, nean OBepsya, - 0400pnTEIbBHO NPOU3HEC BEINYECTBO N OTNWU
M3 NPO3PAaYHOro CTakaHa. - BHe3anHo y ceMu rnas Be/IMKUX Oep>XaB NOABUINCH
no4vepu 6payHoro Bo3pacTta - NMPMHLLECCHI, LOCTOMHbIE MMNepaTopa. N oTkasaTb,
OyneT He COBCEM BEXJINBO, 3TO TO XKe CaMoe, YTO pa3BA3aTb XOJIOAHYIO BOMNHY. [1a,
KaK s U FOBOPWJI, Mbl MOXKEM C 3TUM CNPaBUTbLCSA, HO A Bbl XxoTen nibexaTb
nogobHoro. Cenyac TOproeas Hasla)xeHa Co BCEMU 3TUMN UMNEPUAMU U NpeKpaLllaTb
TOProBble OTHOLWEHUSA - 03HAYaeT Pe3KO CHU3UT O0XO04 HacesieHUs. 3HaYnT, 9 AOJIKEeH
Oyaoy npenocTaBuTb NtoaaM paboyme mecTa, KOTOPbIX Y MEHS NokKa HeT. A poCT
HUWeTbl 1 6e3paboTnubl 3aMeTHO NOLATHET SKOHOMUKY Hallen nmnepun. ECTb 1
ApYyrmne HaHCbl, HO BCE 3TO TOHKOCTU. CyTb B TOM, 4TO, eC/an 5 Bblbepy ogHY N3 ceMu
npeTeHAeHTOoK, 3TO BCE paBHO NoBAeYET 3a cobon nocneacTBus.

- Mpasntenn gpyrnx nMnepuin NOCHNTaT Takon BbIBOp HEYECTHbIM 1 3aTaAT
obnnay, - poraganacb . Puc 6611 npakTUYeCckn roTos, a OBOLWM CKBOPYasInN Ha
CKoBOpoOAe.

- bonee TOro... - NPOTAHYN MMNepaTop, - 1 cam cebs 3aroHto B NOBYLUKY. XXEHUTbCSA
Ha OQHOW U3 NPUHLLECC, PABHOCUJIbHO TOMY, YTO 3aTAHYTb y3e/ NeT/n Ha
cobcTBEHHOW Wee. MHe NpUAETCA UCNONHATbL BCE Cynpy>Xeckme obsa3aHHOCTKH, ntobon
rnpoMax C MOeW CTOPOHbLI - 3TO »xaJsioba NbumMmoMy naneHbKe. 1 ecTb eLé Koe-4T1o... -
rnasa nMmnepaTtopa ycTpallalLle CBEPKHYN. - ECTb CEKPET... KOTOPbIN A Bbl XOTen
COXpPaHUTb B TalHe. K TOMy e, Mo NpaBae roBops, s He XXeJsalo AeNnTbCa asiMa3aMu.
N MHe HeT cMbICna genaTtb CAUAHUE nMnepun, Beab IMNepmnoH BrnosiHe
caMoOoCTaToYeH.

OTnoXuna OepeBsHHYI0 IONaTKy 1 NOTEpPJia BUCKW.

- 4 ewé Noka Mano, 4TO NOHMMaltO. HO... Bbl NPeasioXXnamn rnaBam Aep>KaB YeCTHbIN
oTbop HeBecT, 4Tobbl n3bexxaTb 06MA N XONOLHON BOWMHbI, HO Kak 3TO ybepexéT Bac
OT XXeHUTbObI, BeAb NO BallMM C/IOBAM...



- BOT TyT Bbl 1 HY)>KHbI MHE, 3MMa, - nepebun nmnepaTop N, NOAHABLUNCL 3aJ10XKNI
PYKW 3a CNMHY. - Ha caMmMuTe MHe yaanocb ybeanTb npeacrtaButTenen gpyrux
nep>xaB, 4To byaeT 4eCTHbIM U NMPaBUibHbIM, ecnun y4acTtme B otbope npumeT
npeactasutTensHuua MmnepnoHa. N 5 cam eé Bbibepy. Mbl NnognMcanm cornawleHme...
- OH CYHYN PYKY 3a Na3yxy 1 NPOTAHYN MHEe CBEPHYTbIN TPYyOKOM AOKYMEHT. - 10 HeMy
cnenyeT, 4To s Mory BbibpaTb abcontoTHO Mtobylo... MOBTOPKOCHL, NOBYI0 HEBECTY,
KOoTOpasa NpUMeT y4acTue B oTbope. Beab BbibupaTh NnobeantenbHnuy otbopa byayT
He3aBUCUMble cyabn. Tpoe cyaen, OMMa, bbiin BoibpaHbl XepebbEBKOW.

- Ho Kak ... - ga)ke 4yTb 0BOWM He cnanuna. - Ho s soosa! Bam cnepyeT BbibpaTh
bonee bnaropoaHyto u... bnaropoaHasa dbyaeT enaTb CTaTb BalLEN XXEHON n
nMnepaTpuLen, C HeEN, Kak CO MHON, AOFrOBOPUTLCS He BbinaeT. Jliobasa byneTt
3auHTepecoBaHa B 6pake C caMUM MMMNEPaTOPOM... - CAMOCTOATENIbHO caesana
BbIBOAbI U Mepeckinasa pUc K oBoLLaM.

- BepHo, - HeBeceno ynblbHyNCs nMnepaTop. - bpak coBepLUeHHO He BXOAUT B MOU
naaHbl. HO C BaMU... 1 MOry A40roBopuUTbLCA. Mory npeasioXuTb 3awmuTy. Jlopa bennu
yAaBUTCSA OT 3/10CTU, KOrga y3HaeT, Yell HeBeCTou Bbl CTasn. Ero Tak cuibHO
XXeNaHHbIN Tpoden ynabiBET B pyKn nMmrepatopa. Co MHOW OH COMepHMYaTb He
CMOXXeT, - OT XOJI04HOW YJIbIBKM NO CNMHEe NONON3/N MypaLlku. - {1 norawy Bce Ballu
[ONrN, COXPaHio MeHne n TuTyn. OT Bac Xe... - MeHsi CMepuiv BHUMATE IbHbIM
B3rna40oM u nponsHecnn: - OT Bac TpebyeTca CoOXpaHATb MU0, Kak 1 cenyac, npu
nwobon cutyauun. W... 3aBoeBaTb CUMMMaTUIO HapoZa 3a Bpems oTbopa.

- Ho KaK? - uckpeHHe yameunaacbk. - Kak 1 Mory rnpoTMBoCTOATb NMPUHLECcaM U
cnyxam? MeHs e byanyT obcyxaaTb U pyraTb 3@ CMMHON.

IMnepaTop HeOXXMAAHHO NMPUBAN3NACA N B3A/1 MEHSA 3a MnJiedyn, NMPOHNKHOBEHHO
B3r/ISHYB B J1a3a.

- OQHOro cyabto Mbl NOAMEHUM BEPHbLIM MHE Ye/I0BEKOM, OH ByaeT noa nnaisnen,
HUKTO HM4Yero He y3HaeT. OcTaHeTCsa BCero Asoe cynen n Hapofd. Ho y Bac byner
MOMOLLHUK W... BAC HEBO3MO>XHO He NoNtbuTb. Bbl, HECOMHEHHO, AOCTOWHbI CTaTb
nMnepaTpulen... - MeHs oTNyCTuan n nobasunm CrokonHee. - 9 yBepeH, Bbl
[OCTONHO npossuTe cebs Bo BpeMsa oTbopa. K ToMy xe... caMun 104N HE 3aX0TAT
oThaBaTb CBOEro nMrepaTtopa B PyKW 3arpaHU4YHON NPUHLECCHl. Y Bac BCE NOJIy4YNTCH,
Bbl 3aBOl0OeTEe CUMMAaTUIO HapoZa, HECMOTPSA HU Ha 4To. N nobenunTte ona meHs.



- 3BYYMT BOOAYLUEBASAOLLEE... - 0TO3BajslaCb, racs XXapoBH0. B ronose kawa. MnaH
nMrnepaTopa C/INWKOM... MyTHbIN, HO YBEPEHA, MOCTEMNEHHO, 51 Y3Halo BCe AeTau
3Toro gena. Ecnun cornawycs...

- A YyTo NOTOM?

- MoTom?

- Ecnm a Bbinrpato otbop. HTo NnoToM? - cnpocusia o4eBUAHOE, HE BEPS, YTO
nmnepaTop 06 3Tom He noayMan. OH XKe X04eT COXPaHUTb He TOJIbKO aJsiMas3bl,
HenTpanuTeT C ApyrumMm cTpaHamu, Ho n cobcTeeHHyto ceobony. CBon cekpeT.
3Ha4YuT nogymasn o ToM, 4To byaeT co MHOM nocne oTbopa. - Kakyto y4acTb Bbl MHE
yroToBuan?

Yronok pTa nmnepaTtopa OEPHYJICHA B NOMNbITKE YCMEXHYTbCA. OH HaxoauT 3TO
3abaBHbIM?

- Hnkakon yvacTtun, nean OBepByn, - OH Ka4YHYJICA 1 3arasHy B CKOBOpoA4y,
NMPUHIOXMBaACh. - S BbiIbpan Bac HeC/y4anHo. Bbl cunbHas, yMHas, npoHMUaTeNbHas. ..
N BEpPHa CBOEMY MYXXY, BalleMy criacutesnto. Bam a He nHTepeceH, Kak My>X4unHa, 1
BJ1IaCTb MOS, MOE MOJIOXKEHNE BaM TOXKE HENHTEPECHbI. YBEPEH, Mbl CMOXXEM MUPHO
>XNTb NOA OOHOW KPbILLEN OrPOMHOI0 ABOpLA, HE Bfie3as B JIMYHOE NMPOCTPAHCTBO
Apyr apyra. A s, noBepbTe, caenato BCE, 4Tobbl He 0N030pUTb BaC, HE A0ONYLLY CJIYXOB
3a CMWHON, Ha Bac He ByayT CMOTpPETb C COMYBCTBMEM, HE NO3BOJIIO cebe OTKPbITbIX
cBsA3en n apyrux paBopuToK. Bbl bygeTe 4yBCTBOBaTb ceb KOMGPOPTHO, KakK
4yBCTBOBasIn cebsi ¢ Ppeaepnkom. YBepeH, OH BaM N3MEHSJ, HO Bbl HU4Yero o6 sTom
He 3Hanun. OH 3aboTnacsa o Bac, n 9 cMory no3aboTuTbCA...

MepnneHHO KMBHYJa, Cornallasch C NMpaBaMBbIMU A0BOAAMU. Y HAC AENCTBUTENIbHO C
dpeneprkoM NpakTUYeCcKn He BbII0 MHTUMHOW CBA3W, S U CaMa AoragbliBasacb, 4TO
OH... CMyCKaJl Nap Ha CTOPOHE, HO Aenasl 3TO TakK, YTO HUKTO HMYEero He 3Hall.
ObLecTBO 6bLINIO YBEPEHHO, YTO OH BEPEH MHE N NpefaH.

- He gymato, 410 cMory caenaTb Bac CHaCT/IMBOW, HO Bbl BygeTe noA 3anTon v
OKpYy>XeHbl 3aboTon, dMMa, - fobaBna MMNepaTop, a s BCE Xe pa3sioxuaa puc no
TapesnkaMm v npurnacuia 3a cton. KaxkeTcsd, nmnepaTop ToXKe nNporosaonasacs, nnm
Halwa 3aTsAHyBWasncsa 6ecena Tak yToMuaa.



- A KaK e HacnegHuk? - cnpocuna, nogHMMas B3rnisa v oA4HOBPEMEHHO noauennsas
BUIKOW puc. - Bam noHapobutcsa HacneaHWK, 4To Toraa?

iIMnepaTop AenaHHOo 3agyMarcs.

- Hy... B Teopuu, 9 3Hato, Kak genatoTcsa getu. A Bbl? Bmecte Mbl MOrin 6l
nonbITaTbCA... - U Bpoae 6bbl cepbE3HO roBOPUT, a r1a3a 6eccoBeCcTHO CMEKTCH.

- BoT 34ech BbilWen npomMax, - Npon3Hecsa pserMaTru4Ho, NPoAOo/Kaa Tpanesy. -
Ecnun Bbl He 3aMeTunn, y Hac ¢ Ppefepnkom HeT aeTen. A NpuUvnHa B TOM, YTO A He
MOry UX NUMETb.

MMmnepaTop He Bbirnanesn pa3oyapoBaHHbIM.

- Ecnv BO3HMKHET He0BX0AMMOCTb B HacNegHWKe, 1 He CTaHy «aenaTb» ero Ha
CTopoHe. loKa>keM BaC 04HOW XOopoLlen BeabMe, a He MOMOXET, Hanaém cnocob
B35iTb MJIafleHUa W BblAaANM 3a HalLero CbiHa. BapnaHTOB BEIMKOE MHOXXECTBO.
Camoe rnaBHoe, - nmnepaTop nonpobosan Moé ckpoMHoe 61040 1 YOOBNETBOPEHHO
yNnblbHYNCA. - 1 6yay CNOKOEH, YTO MEHS He MOoMNbITAalTCA CHOBA XXEHUTb U MOS TalHa
B 6e30macHOCTU. A eCnin NpaBUTENN AEpP)KaB BCE Xe HanayT NPUYnNHY pasBsa3aTb
BOMHY, 0OTOOPOM S BbIMrpalo BPEMSA N HaYHY TOTOBUTLCSA y)Ke cenyac. IckaTb BbIxog w1
npeonpuHMMaTb Mepbl 3apaHee. Kak 3TO Aenanocb U3 NOKOJIEHUS B MOKOJIEHNE... -
MPaYHO 3aKOHYMJT OH, HO MPOAOJIKWI €CTb, SIBHO HaC/a>K4ascCb.

- MHe Hy>XHO BCé 06ayMaTb, - MPOU3HECSIa POBHO, CXKUMas BUJIKY.

Hagelocb nmnepaTop AacT MHE BPEMS, XOTS Y MEHs ero npakTuyeckn HeT. Ho A
4yBCTBY, 4TO He BC& TaK MPOCTO M BbIFSANT C/INLLIKOM r1afgko. B KOHLIe KOHLOB, A
He X04y OCTaBaTbCs NMPU MMMNepaTope ero GPUKTUBHONM XKEHOM, AN 0TBOAA FNas...

[(naBa wecTas

- Bl MOXXeTe noaymaTb, nean OBepBy[, NOKa Mbl 3aKaH4YMBaeM Tpanesy, - MPOU3HEC
nMrepaTop, NOrpy>xas B pOT KyCOYeK CTPYHKOBOM haconn. N fake He CKakellb, 4TO
n3gesaeTcs. - Beab BpeMeHn NpakTUYeCcKn HeT.



Bonpekun xenaHunio 0TN0XKUTb BUJIKY U MPeKpaTUTb Tpanesy NpsaMo cenyac,
NPOAO/IKMIA HEBO3MYTUMO €CTb.

FyObl UMNepaTopa APOrHy M B MOHMUMAlOLLEN YibIOKe.

- Yepe3 HeckobKO AHel HeBecTbl NpubyayT BO ABopel, U BaM HeoH6X0AMMo
NOsIBUTbLCSA BMecTe C HUMWU. Bam npenocTaBsaT BCEé Heobxoamnmoe, BOJTHOBATHLCS HEe O
4yeM, a f yJlaxxy BONpocC C BalUMMWN O0JIraMu U BaLLUUM... YXa)KEPOM.

- 4 ewWwé He nana cornacus... - 3amMeTuna caep>XaHHo, He CBOAS C MMNepaTopa rnias.

OH onyCcTWa B pOT NOC/IEAHION MOPLMIO prUca, CNoXXua npubopbl 1 B3 candeTky.

- Bbl )xe yMHasa XXeHLWK Ha, DMMa, HaBepHSAKa, y)XKe B3BeCU/IN BCe «3a» N «MPOTUB», -
KOHCTaTMpOBas OH, BbiITUpas rybbl. - [loHMMaeTe, 4TO HafesATbCA Ha TO, YTO BaC KTO-
TO BO3bMET B XXEHbl M Bbl CHACTJ/IMBO NpoBefETe OCTATOK AHeN, ryno. bpak ¢ BAOBOW
BbI30OBET BOJIHY NMopuLaHna B obwecTBe, a K TaKOMy roToB TONbKO 4. I nopa bennwm, -
nobasun He 6e3 NpoHUN.

AKKYPATHO NPOMOKHYNA rybbl U HEMPUHYXX OEHHO YNbIOHYNacCk.

- 9 camogocTaToYHa, Bawe BennyecTBo, 4To6bI 6onbLle BooOLLEe He BCTyNaTb B 6pak.
Kak Bbl, HABepHoOe, 3aMeTun, 1 Mory no3aboTnTbcs o cebe U CKOpoTaTb OCTATOK
XKWU3HW B 0MHOYECTBE, KaK pa3 MeHs He nyraer.

- 3T0 A He y4én, - 3a4yM4MBO NpU3HaI nMnepaTop.

- Ho Kak Bbl TOYHO NoAMETUNN... nopa bennun rotos Ko BceMy. K Hec4acTblo, emMy
rnjaeBaTb Ha OKPY>XEHNE N CMJIETHU, ero penyTaumnto, Kak 1 Bally, HAYTO He MOLUATHET.
Mpwn )KenaHnm, oH XeHnnca bbl fa)ke Ha Ciy>KaHke. Takas CMesnioCTb U
He3aBUCUMOCTb MOXBaJibHa, ecan Bbl 3TO HE KaCasloCb MEHA4... - KaK bbl 1 He xoTena
npu3HaBaTb, HO CaMOW MHe HU 3a 4TO He n3baBUTbLCSA OT 3aHOCHYMBOro nopaa. - Ho
MPUHATb Balle npenJjioxkeHne, NpoCcTo NOBEPMB Ha CJI0OBO, HE O4eHb Pa3yMHO. { He
X04Yy 3aKOHYUTb XXWN3Hb rae-HNMbyab B Noasemense nocne otbopa...

NWmnepaTop MmeaneHHo CBEN NlafloHN BMecCTe, pacTonbIpymB NMpun 3TOM MaJibubl A NnoaHEcC
nx K amuy, CJIOBHO pa3MbILLIAA O 4YEM-TO Ba>KHOM.



- 3HaeTe, nean OBepByna, A NOYTU ocKopbUICs, - ynblbKa BbiWwIa PasblUMBON. - A He
00M>Kato XEHLLWH, N MHe HeBbLIrOAHO U36aBNATLCA OT Bac nocse otbopa, BeAb NokKa A
00py4€H, MHe He ByayT HaBA3bIBaTb O4YepeHON «BbIFrOOHbIN» BpakK. Noka Bbl paaomM,
Mosi cBoboa 1 Mmon cekpeT B be3onacHoOCTU. [ToHMMalo BalLKn OnaceHus, N rotTos
3aKJII04YNTb OOr0OBOP MeXAy HaMu, ecsin BaM OT 3TOro CTaHeT CrokonHee. Ho Bbl Belb
NOHMMaeTe, 4TO ero HUKTO He MOXKET yBnaeThb? Bedb 1 0 Hallen caesike HUKTO He
[OJIKEH 3HaTh...

CyOOopOXXHO pacTépsia 1ML0, HanJieBaB Ha 3TUKET, B KOHLLE KOHLIOB peLllaeTcsa Mos
cyabba, n BblgoxHyna, ybmnpasa mx.

CoMHeHUA pa3pbiBasiv MeHA Ha YacTu. Ho cTouT NpeacTaBuUTb, YTO 3TOT MEP3KUN
yenoBek bennnm NonyynT CBOE... KaK HauvMHato 3aabixaTbCs. Jlyywe y)x Boobuie He
XNTb. OH NOBMHEH B CMePTK CaMOro JOpOroro MHe 4yesiloBeka, Kak s MOry npourpaThb
emMy? YCTYNuTb...

- BUXXy peLluMmMocTb Ha BallleM NpPeKpacHOM nunLe, - CaMOO0BOJIbHO YCMEXHYJICA
nMnepaTop, NoAHMMasACb. - COBEPLUEHHO CAly4YalHO A NpUXBaTWUA C cobol
COCTaBJIEHHbIV AOrOBOP, OCTASIOCh 03HAKOMUTbLCS U MOAMNNCATb, - OH HanpaBuCA K
BXOOHOW [BEPU, COBEPLUEHHO HEOXUAAHHO A9 MEHS, PacnaxHys eé n Koro-To
no3BsaJ.

NMopor Moero AoMa nepecTynuia BbICOKUIA CBETIOBOJIOCHIN IOHOLWA. A cpa3y npuMeTuia
POAWHKY MO/ NIEBbIM M1a30M U TO, Kak OH nNoaxmMaeT bnenHsle rybbl. KptoykoBaThie
TOHKME Nasiblbl, NepenavykaHHble YePHUIaMM, CKUMANN TOHKYIO CEPYIO NankKy...

- Bbl npmnBenn c cobon cekpeTapsa? - oceegoMmmunacb paerMaTnyHoO.

Bbiwna n3-3a ctona, MCNOJIHWUIIA KHUKCEH U XXeCTOM npuriacusia 3aMmepLlero toHoLy
NPONTMU.

NmnepaTop 3aKpbl ABEPb U MOBEPHYICS, JlyHaCb BECENbEM.

- 3HaeTe, OMMa, MHe 6e3yMHO UMMOHUPYEeT Balla HabNaAaTebHOCTb U
MPOHNLLATENBHOCTb.

FOHOWa NpOoLLEN 1 MOKJIOHWUIICSA, 3aKagblBas PyKy 3a CrUHY.



- Kan... - oH 3anHyJics, 6pocmB BONPOCUTESIbHbIA B3rns4 Ha nMnepaTtopa.

- Kan, MO NINYHbIN ceKpeTapb N CblH A0POrnx MHe ntogen. Manb4nka crneumanibHO
rOTOBUAN 0151 3TON LOJIXKHOCTU, OH AOCTOUH 3aHMMaTb €€, Kak 1 gpyrue
npeTeHaeHTbl. Ho, ecnu Bbl NOHMMaeTe, negn OBepBya, NyHlle He pacnpoCcTpaHATbCA
06 3TOM, - UMNepaTop CHOBa BEPHYJICA 3@ CTOJ1 M XXECTOM MOMNpPOCUa YTO-TO AaTb eMy.

CekpeTapb Cpa3y »Xe pacKpbll Nanky, MPOTAHYJ1 KAKON-TO OOKYMEHT N PYYKY.

- NMpUATHO NO3HAKOMUTbLCA C BaMu, Kan, - CNosIHMNa peBepaHc, He 3abbiBas o
MaHepax.

- lNoka npocmaTpuBaeTe 4OrOBOP, Mbl MOCTapaemMcs 06BbACHNTL BaM, SMMa, Hall
ninaH, - MMepaTop npennoXxXma MHe ceCTb U NOATONIKHYJT KO MHE OOKYMEHT.

- 91 6yny 3aMeHSATb OAHOI0 U3 Cyaen, - CAep>XaHHO NMPOU3HEC CekpeTapb, NpUXXKMMas K
cebe nanky.

A He CQIMLLKOM /N OH OH? BMAMMO, COMHEHUS OTPa3nINCh Ha MOEM JinLLE, MO3TOMY
Be/IMYEeCTBO NocneLwwna NPpoACHUTb 3TOT MOMEHT:

- Jlloaen, KOTopbIM S MOy A0BEPSATb, COCHUTATb MO NATWM Nanbuam. Kan naTteii, -
yCMexHyncs oH, Habnogasa 3a moen peakumen. - a, SMma, Bbl MOKa HE BXOAUTE B 3TO
YMCJI0, HO HaZeCb, 04eHb CKOPO, BOMAETE B 3TOT y3KUA Kpyr. K ToMy xe... Kan
o4YeHb coobpa3nTenbHbir, HabnoaaTeNnbHbIN U TOBKUIA.

- 9 6yay non Unno3nen, - NoAKIIYMNACS K Pa3roBopy MasibynLIKa. - Bbl HE 40KHBI,
negn OBepBy., 3aroBapuBaTb CO MHOM, MbITAaTbCSA YTO-TO Y3HATb UM CMOTPETb KakK-
To no-ocobeHHoMy. Bcto nHpopmMaumo a 6yay nepegaBaTb BaM caM. BaM HET HyX bl
MblITaTbCS UCKATb MeHs. [oHMMaeTe?

- NpenenbHO, - KNBHYNa, ONyCKas B3rnag B A40roBop. - [NosiHasa CEKPeTHOCTb Ha
nepBOM MecTe, A He A0JIXKHa NpuBnekaTb K cebe BbIHMMaHMe, 4ToObl He BblAaTb Hally
C BaMW OOroBOPEHHOCTb, He Bbi3BaTb MOA0O3PEHUSA APYrMUX y4aCcTHUL 1 cyaen. A
pacnopsanTens otbopa?



- To>Ke He3aBUCKMMbIN, - TEMHbIE I1a3a MMMNepaTopa CBEPKHYIN HEQOBOILCTBOM. - M0
YyCJIOBUAM HaLLEero cornaweHuns otbop AomKeH bbiTb MaKCMManbHO CNpaBensIMBbIM U
4YeCTHbIM. [103TOMY S HUYEro HEe 3HAl0 O FPAAYLLUNX UCMbITaHUAX. HO... Bbl [IO/IKHbI
ObITb HACTOPOXXE, DMMA. YHACTHULbI XOTb U MPUHLECCHI, HO BCE XXe byayT 6opoTbCs
He TOJIbKO 3a MOE «CepaLue»... - UMNepaTop NMOMOPLLUICS U B3LAOXHYJI, - HO 1 3a
BJIaCTb. Ha KOHY CTOUT C/IMLLKOM MHOFO.

- Bbl C/IOBHO roToBUTE MEHS K BeIMKOM butee, - 3ameTuna 6ecctpacTHO, HO rybbl BCE
>Xe OPOrHyn B UPOHUYHOW YCMeLLKe.

- Tak 1 eCcTb, - He CTaN OTNUPaTbCsA BEINYECTBO. - Ml N0O3TOMYy... 3a BaMu BCE BpeMms
oTbopa byneT HabnogaTe Mo YenoBek. He npocTo HabnwAaTh, a 3aWMWaTh Bac. He
nepeXxnuBamnTe, ero NPUCyTCTBUSA Bbl He 3amMmeTeTe. HUKTO He 3aMeTuT... - 4obaBun
MHOI03HAYUTENBHO U MPaYHo.

MHe cTano He no cebe.

- Bbl roBopuTE 0 BalleM BEPHOM «MCe»? - YyTOYHWUIA OCTOPOXXHO. bonblie s He 3Hato
OPYrnx npefaHHbIX MMNepaTopy Ntaen, cCnocobHbIX CNPaBUTbLCS C MOA0OHON
3aa4en.

- Oa, - 3arago4Ho ynblbHYNCS OH, MOCTYKMUBAsA Mo CTONy NanbuaMu. - Jlyduwe [ecTuHa
HUKTO HEe CMoXXeT obecnedynTb BaM 6e30nacHOCTb. ECn 4TO-TO cnyymTCsa: Ha Bac
HanagyT, Wau BaM BAPYr CTaHET MJIOX0, Bbl MPOCTO MOXXETe No3BaTb ero...

MHe CIOXKHO NPefiCTaBuUTb, KaK 0OblYHbIA Ye/l0BEK MOXKET OblThb HACTOJIbKO
He3aMeTHbIM 1 HeYJI0BUMbIM, HO S PeLLXSIa He BAaBaTbCA B NogpobHOCTU. MHe BCé
PaBHO PACCKa)KyT POBHO CTOJIbKO, CKOJIbKO MO3BOJIEHO 3HaThb.

Bpems 611M31n0Ck K Havasny aykuMoHa, a Mbl [0 CUX Mop obcyxaaem cornalieHue.
[Mopa NOCTaBUTb TOYKY.

B3sina py4ky 1 3aHecna eé Haj OOoroBOPOM.

- Bam TO4YHO BCE& NOHATHO? BCé ycTpamBaeT? - NOMHTEPECOoBaJICA nMnepaTop Tak,
CJ/IOBHO BOJIHyeTCs 060 MHe. - CTOUT BaM, DMMa, JaTb CBOE OKOHYaTeslIbHoe corjacue
N NyTn Ha3agd He byaeT. Ho... noBepbTe, A NOCTapaloCb caenaTb BCE, 4TODOLI Bbl HE



noctpagann. He 4yyBcTBOBaAM cebs NI0OXO N HU B YEM He HYXKOAJIUCh.

TEéMHble rnasa 3aTaruBanu...

Ycunmem BosiM oTBeNa B3rndag v noctaBuia pasMallncTyo nognucb negn Osepsy4a.

«MpocTtn, Ppenepuk, s He npenana Tebs... 1 cnacato OCTaTKM TBOEN YECTU, KOTOPYIO
nbiTaeTcsa pa3pywuTtb bennn...»

[(naBa ceabMad

MNocne noanncaHms Oorosopa, HacTynuia CTPpaHHas ONyCTOLWEHHOCTb.

«A 4TO manbwe?». 1 ToNbKO nMnepaTop Bbirngaaesn HesosmyTumMo. OH nepenan
ceKkpeTapto 4OKYMEHT N NPOU3HEC:

- MoAroToBb K yTPY NPUKaA3 OT MOEro MMEHW A1 Ka3Havyes BblAaTh AE€HbIM Ha CyMMYy
nonra neon OBepByAa, 1 Npurnacu nopaa bennn Ha ayaneHumio. Beyepom.

- Bbl He 06s3aHbI BO3BpallaTbh A0Jr JINYHO... - Y4TUBO NpousHecsna a. FonoBa cTana
TSOKENON, MbIC/IEN NPAaKTUYECKN He 0CTaNocCkb. Kak u cun. Pasrosop Obin
Hanps>XEHHbIM U O0JrMM, fa>Ke B BUCKaxX 3acTy4aso.

- AMMa, - MArKOo yNblbHYBLUINCL, 0TO3BaJICSA MMepaTop. - A MOr NOCTYNUTb MNo-
pa3HOMY, HO nmoobellan pewnTb BCe Bawm npobnembl NMYHO. Y HAC C BaMK
cornalleHune, B KOTOPOM MponuncaHbl BCe 3TN NyHKTbI. Cenvac 9 He nmnepaTop,
obnapatowen noyTm 6e3rpaHNYHON BNacTblo, a Baw napTHEpP. K Tomy Xxe... byageT
nyduwe, ecnum a cam coobuty nopay bennm o Tom, 4TO Tenepb Bbl HAXOAUTECL NOAL MOEN
3awmTon. Tak Ao Hero BbicTpee AONAET, 4TO BaC crenyeT OCTaBUTb B MOKOeE.

- bnaropapto, - 061er4éHHo BbiAOXHYNa 1 yCTasno yabibHynack, No3BonmB cebe
HEMHOIro eCTeCTBEHHbIX 3MOLUI, NO3BOJINB HAa MTHOBEHME OTKa3aTbCA OT BEYHOWN
Mackun 6ecCcTpaCTHOCTU U CAEPXXAHHOCTMW.



HeT, 5 He cnabas XeHLWmnHa, 3TO COBEPLUEHHO He TaK. A XXeHLWMNHa, N3MY4YeHHas
TPYOHOCTAMMN, U MHE HY>XHa Oblfla 3Ta MUHYTHaa Nepeablillika, HECMOTPS Ha TO, 4TO
Bnepenun eweé donblie TpyaHOCTEN.

IMnepaTop NogHsANCs, a 8 AEPHYIaCb BMECTE C HAM M NPOTAHYN1a PYKY B NOMbITKE
3allep>XaThb, MOAABLUMCHL NOPbIBY.

- Mpoly npoLerHuns, - oTAEPHYA PYKY 1 oNyCcTuIacb Ha MecTo.

MIMnepaTop CKOHWUA ronoBy, OPOCKMB Ha MeHS 03adavYeHHbIN B3NS4 U MOBEPHYICA K
cekpeTapto.

- Bo3Bpauwancsa 6e3 meHs.

- Oa, Bawe BennyecTBo, - IOHOLA NOKJIOHUJICA TakK, YTO CBeT/1as Yésika cbexasla Ha
nob, 3akpbiBas ronyobble rnasa.

OH CKpbINCSA U3 BUAY, aKKypaTHO 3aKpbIB 3a co60 BXOAHYIO BEPb, @ UMMEPaATOp Cen
HaMpOTUB MEHS, yNepeB JIOKTU B CTOJI.

- Y710 Bac 6ecnokouT, dMMa? oBopuTe.

- YTo MHe genaTb C ayKUMoHHOM, Bawe BennyectBo? Mory 1 oTME@HUTb ero?

Ha cmyrnom nuue 0603HauYnnacb MpoHMYHas ybibka.

- A yxe nosaboTuncsa ob atom, nean OBepsya, HO elBa caM He 3abbis1. BaM HeT
HY>XAbl NpoAaBaTb NocaegHne cbepeXXE€HHble BELLM Ballero NOKOMHOro My>xa. MNMycrb
ocTaHyTca. CNyCcTUTb UX C MOJIOTKA, BCeraa eweé ycneeTe, - CYHYJ1 pyKy 3a nasyxy,
n3BsieKasa Ha cBeT ByMaXkHbIl CBEPTOK. - 3TO AEHbIW, KOTOPbIE Bbl OCTaBUAM 3a
apeHay 3ana n paboTy opraHmsaTopa. Bam oHM npuroasaTcs, - oH MOATOJIKHY
CBEPTOK MO HamMpaBJIEHUIO KO MHE, a 1 faXke He B3rjasHyna, Ho nobnarogapuna.

- Bbl 04€Hb BENIMKOAYLUHbI, - HO KO€-4TO MHE He [aBaJio NMokos. - Mo4YeMy Bbl MPOCTO
He oTAann Nnpukas? Bbl Beb MOMM NMPUKasaTb MHE NPUHATL y4acTue B oTOope, a He
BO3UTbCSA C MOMMU NMpobrieMamu, s, Kak Balla nogaaHHas, He nocMmesa bbl 0TKaszaTb
nMmnepaTtopy. HUMKTO 6bl HE nocmen...



- Henb34 370ynoTpebnsaTb BNacTbio, IMMa, - POBHO 0TO3BaJICs OH. - MHe He HY>XHa
3anyraHHas yrpo3aMm «oBe4YKa», MHe Hy>XHa XXeHLNHa, KoTopasa byaeT 4yBCTBOBaTb
cebs co MHOM Ha paBHbIX, HA OAHUX YCNOBUAX. MHE HY>XHO, 4TOObl Bbl CO BCEN
camMooThaYen BbINOJIHAMN CBOIO YaCTb AOrOBOpa, a He M3-3a CTpaxa nepen
Haka3aHueM. NoHnmMaeTe?

- Cnyxun o Bawem 61aropoAcTBe HU KanJn He NpeyBesIMYEeHHbI, - KOHCTaTUpPOBaa
HEBO3MYTNMO, CBOMM TOHOM [aBas MOHATb, YTO 3TO HUCKOJIbKO He JIeCTb.

- ECTb eweé Koe-4T1o... - MNepaTop ONyCcTWU/ FOJIOBY, yCMeXasCb, Tak, YTO 9 BUAena
TOJIbKO ero AporHysLine rybbl, HO He TaUHCTBEHHbIE rNa3a. - S Bbibpas Bac He TOJIbKO
NOTOMY, YTO Bbl YMHas 1 NOAXOASLLAA Ha POJib MOeW HEBECTbl KaHaMaaTypa... 4
NoYyBCTBOBAJ1, 4YTO MHe byaeT psaaoM ¢ BaMu KOMMOPTHO, He obpeMeHNTENbHO. Mbl
CMOXXeM CTaTb MPeKpPacCHbIMX TOBapULLLAMK, a MOXXET, 1 Apy3bs. A 6bl xoTen, 4TobbI
Bbl MHE AOBEPSIN, @ A NOCTapatoCb AOBEPUTLCS BaM...

- [la, - KNBHYJ1a CMOKOWHO. - Ho noka paHo 3arnsabiBaTb B Oyayliee, cHavyasna Ham
npencTonT pasobpaTbcs c oTbopoM. lymato, 3To byaeT HenpocTo. CeMb NpuHUeECC,
KOTOpPbIE€ 3aMpoCTO MOryT OKa3aTbCs He MPUHLUECCaMn, a HAéMHbIMK ybuinamm, BOoT
4YTO MEHS B AE€NCTBUTENIbHOCTY BOJIHYET. M 51 04eHb HafelCb, YTO MHe byneT
npefocTaBsieHa 6e30MacHOCTb 1 3alluTa, 0 KOTOPOW Bbl FOBOPUJIN.

NMmnepaTop HEOXWAAHHO NoAaNCs BNepén, a ero YEpHbIe rna3a CBepKHyn, byato
nJjamMmeHem.

- BOT 4To MHe B Bac Tak HpaBUTCS. MNPSAMONNHENHOCTb N YECTHOCTb, - OH OTKUHYJICS
Ha CMWHKY CTyJsa, a A 3aAblwana ceoboaHo. - 9 caenato BCE, 4TO B MOUX Ch1axX, IMMa.
A Tenepb BaM cneanyeT OTAOXHYTb, 3aBTpa NPULWIIOT oduLmanbHoOe npurialleHne Ha
ydacTune B iImnepaTtopckom oTbope.

- NopoxxaunTe, NoXKanyncrta, - NOAHANACb BMeCTe C BE/IMY4ECTBOM, NUCMOJTHASA
KHUKCEH. - 1 3Hato, 4TO Mbl He 06Cy>XOann 3TOo, HO... Bbl MOr/in 6bl BbINONHUTL A5
MeHsA ogHYy HeboNbLIY NPOCLOY?

NmnepaTop 3anHTEepecoBaHHO BbIrHY1 6poBb. B35 CO CTONa BeHel, 1 onyCTUa NoBepx
TEMHbIX, LUENKOBbIX Ha B, BOJOC.



- CMOTpS, 4TO 3a nNpockba, HO 5 XKYTKO a3apTeH, Tak YTO roBopuTe.

Cnerka 3akycuna ryby, Habupasacb pemmocTin, U Npom3Hecna:

- Bbl MOXXeTe Kak-TO, C MOMOLLbIO CBOUX NHOAEN, BbIACHUTbL, Bb1N10 M TO BpayHoe
cornaweHue mexnany dpenepukom n nopaomMm banpom gencTenuTeNbHO hanblmMBbIM? A
NPUYNHON noxkapa bbla rpo3a, Kak MHe CKa3sanu Cry>Kallime, a He 4YTOo-TOo Apyroe...

- 3a4eM BaM 3T0? - osierMaTUYHO NOMHTEPECOBAJICA nMnepaTop. - MNpownoe Henb3s
N3MEHUTb, BPSAA N1, Y3HaB NMpaBAy, YTO-TO U3MEHUTCS.

- BepHo, - cornacmnnacb . - Ho 51 Xxo4y 3HaTb €€ No HEOOBACHMMOW NPUYNHE, MHEe
HY>XHO...

iIMnepaTop capKacTUYHO yCMExXHyJCa:

- Hy pa3 Tak, 3To B KOpHe MeHseT aeno. MocTtapatochb YTo-HMOYyAb pasy3HaTb.

- Cnacubo, - BblIOXHYA, UCMOJIHAS PEBEPAHC U eflBa HE OMKHYNa, KOraa MO rosioBy
NpUNoOOHANN, yaep>XnBas nanbuamm 3a Nnoabopoaok, BbiHy>XAas CMOTPETL B
NPOH3UTENbHO-4YEpPHbIE I1a3a.

- He rpycTtuTe, 3MMa, BaM 3TO HU K NnLy, - FNy6oKuiA, rycTol ronoc nmnepaTtopa
obBonakmBas. ToNbKO YCUAMEM BOMM OTCTYyNUAa Ha3an, cbpackiBas c cebn
HaBaXkaeHue.

- CnokonHom Ho4mn, Balwe BennyecTBo, - Npon3Hecsa yBEPEHHO.

- COKOMHOM HOo4YM, DMMa, - UMNepaTop Harpagun MeHs Becensawmnumcs B3rasaaom u
yaoanuncs, 3abupas c cobon reapaenues.

3anepna 3a HAM OBepb Ha 3aCOB M yCTaNo0 nonjenacb HaBepxX. B BaHHY. Kak 1
Me4Tana 3TOo caenaTthb. Bnepeaon MmeHs XXOET MHOXXECTBO UCMbITaHWUIN, HO FJ1aBHOE -
nosaau.

O, oa, A 6bl X0Tesla NOCMOTPETb Ha JINLO 3TOro CTepBATHUKA bennn B MOMEHT, Koraa
NmnepaTop BEPHET eMy A0Ar 1 06BABUT MEHS CBOEN HeBeCTOW. HO AOCTaTOYHO U



TOro, 4TO OH HakKoHel 3abyaeT 060 MHe. [lepecTaHeT npecsenoBaTh, Kak 6&€3yMHbIN.
Onep>XMMbI 0OHON e AUHCTBEHHOMN Lenbto. [NoCTaBUTb MEHS Ha KOJIEHU...

A MPUHLECCHI... HE AyMalo, YTO MEHS BOCMPUMYT BCEPbE3, KaK peasibHYy0 COnepHuLy.
KTo 9 1 KTO OHK? [lymMato, MOXXHO ByAeT 3TO UCMNOJIb30BaTh Kak NPenmMyLlecTBo U
JIeACTBOBATh, MOKa MeHS He BOCMPUHUMAIOT cepb&3Ho. HaBepHoe, MMnepaTop ToXe
Ha 3TO PacCYUTbIBA U ObIN yBEPEH, YTO A A0rafatoch.

B rpyamn nosiBUA0oCb 3HaKOMOe 4yBCTBO. YyBCTBO NpeaaHHOCTU U XXenaHune bbiTb
rMoJsIe3HOM CBOEMY CMacuUTesnto. DTO Mbl y>Ke NMPOXoANN, HO KaK CTPaHHO BHOBb
owyuwaTb nogobHoe. Moxxanyn, 3a 3TO AaKe MOXKHO BbIMUTb...

[ naBa BoCbMas

kkk

CanpoH Bbilwen Ha ynuuy, rnyboko BAbIXasd HOYHOM NPOXJaAHbIA BO34YX, U nogan
reapaenuam curan, 4Tobbl pacxoannnceb. Cenyvyac oxpaHa HM K 4yemy. OHa Hy>XHa bbina
TOJIbKO A19 TOro, 4Tobbl He NyckaTb Ha TEPPUTOPUIO MOMECTbS MOCTOPOHHUX, YTOObI
HUKTO He y3Hasl, He noAciaywan c/ly4ahHo ero pa3rosop ¢ BAOBOMW.

JlykaBo ynblIOHYBLUNCE, HE TOPOMACh ABUHYJICA MO CA40BON LOPOXKKE, MUMO LiBETYLLEN
BULLHW 1 abpunKocoB. ApoMaT LBeTeHUSA LWekKoTasl 060oHAHMeE, Bbi3blBas XeslaHue
0TBeAaTb CBEXUX (PPYKTOB.

XoTs, NpU3HaTbCS, BAOBA HE AYPHO FOTOBUT.

«W He pypHa cobon...» - MbICZIEHHO YCMEXHYJICA, BCNOMMHaA NpeKkpacHbi obpas negn
OBepByLO.

Ewé Ha 6any, oHa Ccpa3y NpuBseKkaa BHUMaHMe. BOTHUCTbIE BOIOCHI LiBETa Meau,
rsiasa, CJIOBHO CBEPKAKLWMA Ha CONHLUE NEeCOK, Takue TEnJsible U MaHsaLwme.
YTOH4Y€HHasA, ¢ 6e3ynpeyHbIMM MaHepaMn U ymeHneM noaaTb cebs apucTtokpaTKka. Ho
KTO Obl MOI NOAYMaTb, 4TO 3Ta UCTUHHAA Negn poannaacb N BelpoCaa Ha ynamue?..
3aHs1a Yy>)K0oe MecCTo...



3aragka 1 BNpsiMb MHTpUrytouwias. M Bcé xe, ecnim UCTopus NPaBanBa, a KAKOW CMbIC
BAOBE CaMoli Ha cebst HaroBapuBaTb, rpad OBepByd NPEBOCXOAHO €€ BoCcnuTan.
MpUNoXXNN HEe Masio YyCUAUA ONst eé pa3BUTUS U OOCTOMHOro Bbixoda B cBeT. Ero
3acnyra 6e3ycsioBHa, HEOCNOPUMBbIN PaKT, HO U IMMa, KeM Bbl OHa HU OblNa B
MPOLUJION XXWU3HW, O4YEHb TaNaHT/IMBASA U YMHas XXeHLLNHa, KoTopas Nerko n 6uicTpo
obyyaeTcs. MIHaye 6bl y rpada NonpocTy HUYEro He BbILLJIO.

- Oec, - ycmexasicb, Mo3BaJl, KOraa Bblllen 3a npenensl noMecTbs U ybeguncs, 4To
nepeynok 6esnogeH.

CHavana, Kak u Bcerga, no 3emsie Ha4yasla CTe/INTbCA TbMa.

F'ycTble knybbl TyMaHa, HacCbILLEHHO NenesibHOro LBeTa, KOTopble, Ka3asl0Cb, MOXHO
noTporaTb. HO ny4ywe 3Toro He aenaTb. TbMa He NObUT, Korga eé TpesoXxaT. Ecain Thl
He onTa be3aHbl, KOHEYHO...

N3 TymaHa BbIBasInICA BEPHbIN «MEC» nMmnepaTopa, 3acTérmeasa Ha xony pyballky, B
HaTeNbHbIX WTaHaX U 60CUKOM. BCKNOKOYEHHbIN 1 37101, Bbl3biBas CMeX.

- MpoknaTtbe Tebs pasaepun, CanpoH! - BO3MYTUICA OH, @ TbMa Mog Horamu
HeNoBOIbHO 3alunnena... - NMpu3Hancs y>ke, Tbl CNeLnasbHO NPUCISIaeLlb 308
nocpenn Ho4Yn? - CNPOCUN y>Xe CNoKoHee, B TeMHOTE CBEPKHYIM OMacHble SHTapHbIe
rnasa...

CalpoH 3a710)KNJT PYKW 3a CMIUHY N KaYHYJICS Ha NATKax.

- Pa3sBnekancsa co csoeun KpacaBumLen XeHon?

- A BOT 3T0 Tebs He KacaeTcs, - 0To3Basica «Néc» beccTpacTHo, ybupas TbMy. -
HaBai, 4TO Ha 3TOT pa3?

MopaBun ynbibKy 1 XXECTOM NpUraacua NporynsaTbCs, HE NepeXxnBas, 4YTo APYr MOXKeT
3aMEp3HYTb. Takme, Kak [lec, He MEpP3HYT...

- Mepepnasan [enne Mon UCKPEHHNE COXXaNlEHUS.



- OHa He BepuT B TBOK UCKPEHHOCTb, - POBHO OTO3BaJICA APYr, HO KakK NokKa3asocCb, B
rosloce CKOJIb3Hy1a ropaocTb. FOpANTLCA AENCTBUTESIbBHO €CTb YeM. A TOYHee KeM.
Ero »xeHa Ha pegkocCTb 6eccTpallHaa N yMHEHbKas. - 9 y3Hato Npu4nHy, no KOTopon
Tbl N03Bas MeHA? Nnn Mbl byaem rynatb Ao yTpa? 94 He B pPOMaHTU4YECKOM
pacrnosioXXeHun ayxa...

CanpoH nogasua yCMeLLKY.

- C Ka)ObIlM rofioM, Tbl CTAaHOBULLbLCS BCE YenoBeyHee. I HeEN0X0 HanNpaKTUKOBasICA
B MPOHUN. DTO HE MOXKET HE pafoBaTh.

- Y MeH$ XOpOoLInil yYnTesb, - €e4Ba 3aMeTHO YbIOHYBLIMCL, 0To3Bancs fec. - A
Tenepb, K Aeny, - U CHoBa CcTan cobpaHHbIM U XMYpPbIM.

YépHble rnasza CanpoHa cBepKHy M nnameHeM. OH OEMOHCTPATUBHO CHSA NepyaTKy U
BCKWUHYJ1 OpPOBb...

be3 nnwHnx cnoe [lec 3akaTan pykas pybalkn, MpoTAHYN PYKY U 3aXXMYpPWUJICH, Koraa
CanpoH B35J1CA 3a Heé.

BOCMOMMHAHUSA CErogHALIHEro Be4yepa Kpy>xXuam nogobHo BUXpPIo, Bbi3biBasi NErKYo
TOLWHOTY. [lec ABCTBEHHO Buaesn BCE, 4To Buaen cerogHsa CanpoH. U cnabiwan. Kaxaoe
CJ10BO.

- XXanb, 4TO 4 He MOT'Y MPOCTO TaK rnpoaesibiBaTb Takoe e C JIIAbMMU, 4yTObbI HE
TPaTUTb BpeMsA Ha Pa3roBopbl.

- [la>ke He gyMaMn... - Xpunao BblAOXHYN [lec. - Jliobon cpa3y AoragaeTcs, YTO 4YTO-TO
He TaK.

- Ho a 6bl KocHyNcAa negn OBepBYA... - MPOTAHYJ1 MeYTaTeslbHO. - E€ TanHasa XXU3Hb
0e3yMHO MHTpUryeT. XoTenochb 6bl y3HaTb NobosbLie 0 €€ OTHOLIEHUSAX C
dpenepunkom...

[ec ocyxaatoLie nokayan rosioBov N B340XHYJ.



- Ecnn 6bl Tbl CHUTBIBas BOCMOMMHaHUS 6e3 oTKaTa... Apyroe Aeno, - n He cnpalunBas
pa3peweHuns, cxeatua CarpoHa nog pykKy v yTalina B TyMaH.

EmMy pa3pellanmcb nofobHbie BIXOAKU. ..

Bbilwiy y>Xe B MMNepaTopCKUX NokKoax, roe HUKorga He Haxoaunacb npucnayra. U3-3a
TaKUX BOT BHe3allHbIX I'IepeMelJ.l,eHI/IVI.

Jllec cpa3y HanpaBWJCA K CTOJly, Ha KOTOPOM CTOSAJ FpaduH C BOAOMN.

- 1 yero Tbl xo4elb, NOKa3aB MHe 3T0? Y3HaTb MO& MHeHune?

- Bo3M0OXXHO, - YKNIOHYMBO 0TO3BaJicd CallpoH, CHMMas KaM30J1 1 carnoru.

- [lymato, Tbl CUJIbHO PUCKYeELLb, - [lec XXaaHOo OCyLLWA rpadurH 1 NyCTOW NOCTaBUA
obpaTHO. - DTON BAOBE He NPUBbLIKATbL NATU Ha 0bMaH. KTo-HMbyab, Bo Bpems oTbopa,
NpPenJsIoXXNUT el YCNIoBUSA MoJlyylle, U OHa 3arnpocTo npeaacT Tebs.

CanpoH HeJoBEPYMBO NPULLYPUNCS.

- OMMa? He aymato. Tbl )Ke 3Haellb, 9 peako, Korga ownbatocb, TOYHEE... - AeslaHHO
3a4yMasicd, NpoxXoas U yCa)KMBasiCb B Kpecsio, Bo3ne NoTyxLwwero kaMmnHa. - TouyHee, s
HMKorga He owwmnbarCb, - CamMoA0BOJIbHAsA yablbKa Bbilla NOYTM cHacTamson. C
0e3yMUHKON...

- Torpa, 4To Tebe HY>)XHO, eC/IM He MOE MHeHMe? - yCTasio cnpocun Jlec, NpUCioHACh K
cTony.

- MocnegHasa npocbba BAOBLI, - y>XKe CEPbE3HO NMPOon3HEC CaMpoH, CMbIKasa NaaoHN
nanbuamMn apyr K apyry. - BeinonHm eé. Hangm mHe 3ToT 6paydHbIN 4OrOBOP U NOAEN,
4TO NpubbINM Ha Nenenunuie. Xo4y 3HaTb BCE 06 3TOM NponcCLLIECTBUMN.

- N pagn 3TOro Tbl BbIAEPHY/1 MEHS NOCPeAN TaKoro rM... BaXKHOI0 MeponpuaTma? -
0bpe4€éHHO NnonHTepecoBancsa opyr.

CanpoH CNHOW oLyLasn ero HerogoBaHume.



- He Tonbko. Tbl bypewb npurnagbiBaTb 3a 9MMoM Ha oTbope. Nogo3peBato, 4To eé
3axoTaT ybpaTh...

- BnonHe BepoATHO, - cornacunacsa [lec n B3MaxHys1 pyKow, npu3biBas TbMY. - YTPOM
3alMyCb TBOEW npocbbon.

- 2TO He npocbkba, - ycmexHyncsa CanpoH Bcnen. TbMa ncyesna v [lec BMecTe C HeNn.

MoTAHYNCS, pa3MMHas 3aTEKLWME MbIlLbl, 1 B3MaxHyN pykon. C nanbueB COpBanCh
A3bIKM NJaMeHU... XKafHO HabpoCnancb Ha Cyxme NoseHbS U y>Ke Yepes HECKOJIbKO
MIrHOBEHWIA KaMWH BeCesio NoTpecKmnBaJn.

CaVIDOH OTKWUHYJ1 FOJIOBY Ha3ap, NPUKpbIBasd ra3a, n yMI/IpOTBOpéHHO BblAOXHY 1.

Noka eMy ynaéTca nep)xaTb CBOW cekpeT npu cebe, BCE B nopsaake. MNoka noan,
XXUBYLLME B CTpaxe nepepn obblYHbIMW BeAbMaMUW, HN O YEM He AoraibiBatOTCs, OH
MOXXEeT NMpoAos/KaTb MPUHOCUTb UM MNOJIb3Y U ObITb TEM, KEM ABJIAETCHA, HECMOTPSA HU
Ha 4T0. IMnepaTopoM...

Kai BCé coenan n NoaAroToBu K BU3UTY fiopaa bennu Bo ABopewl, 1 rnoka npucayra

cyeTunachb, 3aHUMaACb NOAroTOBKOW K 0TOOpy 1 Npnémy «goporunx» rocten, CanpoH
paccnabneHHo Kypun Tpybky B KomnaHum byayuiero He3aBMCMMOro pacrnopagnTens
3Toro 6e3sobpasus.

FocnoanH OCTUH Henbl, - rpa)kAaHuH NMPOHM3aHHOW BeTpaMu cesepHoun Mnaasl,
BblOpaHHbIN XepebbEBKOWN, MOAHONOTHYO N MOPAAO0YHOCTb KOTOPOro AOCKOHAaIbHO
nposepunun. Pacnopagntens npubbin ewé Byepa 1 cerogHa He 0TKa3asncsa OT JINYHOro
3HAaKOMCTBa C XXEHNXOM.

OCTVH HenbL, 0TBETCTBEHHO MOAOLES K BbIMNOJIHEHNIO CBOEN 3a4auN.

Ha ocTpOM HOCYy CBepKan Kpyrible CTEKIa 04KOB B TOHKON cepebpsHOM onpage, a
noJsiHble rybbl B3BOJIHOBAHHO BblAbIXasan BO34yX. Pacnopsagntens 4To-TO
COCPeAoTOYEHHO BbiCMaTpuBas B CBOEM BJIOKHOTE, CKUMasA KOPOTKUMU C
AKKYpPaTHbIMU PO30BbIMW HOTTAMU PYYKY.



- Bawe BennyecTBo, - MOYTEHHO 06paT|/|nc;| OH, NOAHNMaA B340 CepbiX, KaK rpAasb
noa Horamwu, rnas. - OnuweTe MHe KayecTBa, KOTOPbIe Bbl LLEHNTE B XXEHLLNHAX,
4yTOb6bI MHE Nydlle NoHNMaTb, Kakue NCNblTaHNA NPOBOAUTL. Y MeHS eCTb I'Ipl/lMGprII7I
rnJjaH, HO OH NMoKa HETOYHbIN.

- KavecTtBa? - yxmblsbHynca CanpoH, yaobHee ycTpamBascb Ha coge. - YM.
Choep>XaHHOCTb. YeCTHOCTb. MNMpsaMonmHenHOCTb. CMenocTb. KpacoTa... - MPOTAHYN
ynbibasacb, NpeacTaBnsas B 3TOT MOMEHT npekpacHyto negn Osepsyd. MoxxeT, OHa ”
004Yb KYPTU3aHKWN, HO 3TOr0 HUKOr4a no Her He CKaxkelsb. MNpaBubHble YepTbl nua,
KpacuBbIN MUJIbIV POTUK, HOCUK, KOTOPLIN TaK N TAHET nouenosaTsb... - 1 Bcerpa
BOCXULLANCA TaKUMWN CaMOAOCTATOYHbIMN XXEHLLWHAaMN, KOTOPbIE HE NNLEMEPAT, He
pacnyckKarlT CMJIeTHU, He CKBEPHOCJIOBAT.

PaCI'IOpFI,EI,I/ITEJ'Ib NMOHMMMatoLWe KNBHYJ1, MPoAaoJ1>Kaa 3alfinCbiBaThb.

B NpMEMHYI0 BOLLIM XOPOLLUEHbKME CNY>XKaHKN, HECA Ha NogHOCaX PPYKThbl N BUHO.

- YrowanTtecb, rocnoavH Henbl, - 61arocknoHHo npepnoxunn CanpoH. - Bbl,
HaBepHoOe, CUJIbHO Hanps>XeHbl. Takasa bo/iblasg OTBETCTBEHHOCTb CBasinachb Ha
BaLLW Msieyun...

PaCI'IOpFI,EI,I/ITEJ'Ib MallUHaJIbHO B34 Ky6OK.

- Ha, Bawe BennyecTtBo, NnpnayMbiBaTb UCNbITaHUA ONA HEBECT - 3afavya HenpocTas.
A ponro ragan Hag TeM, 4TO MOrjo 6bl NOAONTU, - OH cAeNnan HECKOJIbKO BoNbLLNX
rNOTKOB, COBEPLLUEHHO HEOCO3HAHHO, MOCTYKMBas py4ykon no 6/10KHOTY. - BepxoBas
e3na? BrnosHe BO3MOXHO. bpuax? Bce nopafo4Hblie NpUHLECChl UFrpatT B 3TY
WHTEeNNIeKTYyaIbHYIO Urpy... TaHubl, CJIMLWLIKOM CKYYHO U NPOCTO, NO-MOEeMY, KaK U
BOKaJIbHbl€ BbICTYMJIEHUSA, UTPa Ha My3blKaJIbHbIX MHCTPYMEHTax... - pacrnopsaanTesib
BHE3aMnHO OCEKCH U MOAHSA BUHOBATLIN B3rasaa.

CanpoH CHUCXOANTENbHO YNbIOHYICA N 0TCantoToBan KybkoM.

- He Hepe)KMBaIZTe, rocnoguvH Henbl, 1 HAKOMY He pacCKa>Xy, 0 TOM, 4YTO Bbl
HEeMHOro... NPOroBOPUJINCL. 1 yMel XpPaHUTb CEKPETHI...

Henbu, CrnoTHYN N, OTTAHYB y3€J WenHOro niaaTka, Npucocancs K Kyoky.



Pa3roBopuTb ero He cocTtaBwuio Tpyaa. CanpoH ocobo gake He Hanpsarancs. JIérkas
npusaTHasa aTMocdepa, HeHaBA34YMBas Urpa My3blKaHTOB, NOsIBJIeHUE KOTOpPbIX HenbLy,
He 3aMeTW/, OeBYLUKN, MacCUpyoLwWme niedym n pyku...

YyTb MeHbLUe YeM Yyepe3 Yac CanpoH 3Has 0 NpeacTosweM oTbope NpakTUYeckn BCE.
OcTanocb NoAeNnUTbCA 3TOW LeHHOW nHgpopMaumen ¢ byayuien cynpyromn.

B rpyav 3apoXxAanoch TAHyLlee YyBCTBO NPenBKYLUEHUS. ..

[(naBa peBsTas

MpOCHYBLUNCL, CNepBa NpoBepwuaa NpurialleHne Ha uMnepaTopckuin 6an, BcnoMmnHas
BYepallHUI pa3roBop. bblan v oH Ha camoM gerne. bbin. Ha npurnawennn cusn repb
AIMnepuvoHa 1 NevyaTb nMNepaTopa. MpoBena No Hel nasablaMun, ollyLlas
HenpuBbIYHOE MOKaJibiBatoLlee YyBCTBO B rpyau.

Y6pasia npurialieHne B SLWLNK CEKPETepPa N 3aKpbiila Ha KJIOY, a KJIloY NoBecusia Ha
LLeNoYKy Ha Lee 1 cnpaTana nog nnug naatbs. MpATaTh BaXKHbIE OKYMEHTbI U BELLM
JlaBHO BOLLJIO B NMPMBbIYKY. OCTOPOXXHOCTM MeHA Hayuunia yamua. HUKoMy He foBepsi
- BOT eé rnaBHoe npasuio. [laxxe camoun cebe...

YMblnacb X004HOW BOAOW, 3amniesa BONOChl B ABE a)KYPHbl€ KOCbI, HAY4YUBLUUCb 3TO
AenaTb CaMOCTOATEsIbHO, U NMOC/e NOCTHOrO 3aBTpaka pewunnia oTobpaTb NPUrogHbIE
ansa otbopa Hapsaabl.

HekoTopble Bewn COXpaHNINCh B naeasibHOM COCTOSHUWU. d BCcerga ctapanach
Aep>XaTbCA OT CBEeTCKOro obuiectsa noganblle, TONbLKO Korga He 6bis10 Bbibopa,
NPUXoannocb ConpoBoXXaaTb ®Ppenepuka. A OH ropgo NoxsaonbiBas MEHS MO pyKe U
npurosapueasn: «Tbl NpeKpacHa, OMMa, BCe MHe 3aBMAylT. 3HaW 3T0...». Ho cama 4
ropaocTu He ucnbiTbiBasa. MoXXeT, MOTOMY 4YTO HUKOrAa He 3abbiBasa, KeM ABNAIOCH
Ha camMoMm pene?..

3aKOH4YMB co cOOPOM CakBOSIXKA, MOCMOTPESIA B OKHO U, MOBUHYSCb HENPEOA0/IMMOMY
>KeslaHuto, oTnpaBuiack roToBUThL obes.



TbIKBEHHbIN KpeM-cyn? [o4yeMy HeT. «3eN€HbIN» canaT C KeAPOBbIM OPEXOM U
BOCXUTWUTEJIbHbIN N0B. 1719 MeHA O4HOM 3TOro0 MHOI0, HO C AIeBCTBa A NPUBbIKJ/IA
CNyWaTbCA NHTYNLMKX, OHa HUKOr4a He noAaBoAausa, N 3TO He purypa peuu...

[Mo3TOMY HaKpblJla CTOM B FOCTUHOMN.

3acTennna »KakkapLoBy CKaTepTb NMPUATHOIO CZIMBOBOrO OTTEHKA, Cpe3ana B cagy
benble C po30BON KalMOW NMOHLI U NOCTaBW/la B Ba3dy U3 YMCTenwero npo3payHoro
XpycTangd. [JocTana n3 cepBaHTa NO30JI04EHHbIN CEPBU3, KaK B ABEpPb NOCTy4anu.
YnblbHyNnacb yronkom ryb un nowna oTKpbiBaTb.

Ha nopore cTtosi/ uMnepaTop B CONPOBOXXAEHNN rBaphenLLEB U CBOEro cekpeTaps.
Kan gep>xan B pyKax AepeBsAHHbIN, MOKPbITbIM JTAKOM CYHOYYOK N Bbirnagen
OTYY>XAEHHO.

- Nobpbin aeHb, nean OBepByn, - 6e3MaTeXHbIN BapXaTHbIM rO10C BEIM4YeCTBa
nackas c/yX N HarnoMmnHan WwenecT BOJIH Mo Necky. Ycrnokansain.

- Nob6pbiin, Bawle Benn4yecTBo, - Npucesa B peBepaHce 1 npuriacuia rocten B AoM. -
A1 KaK pa3 HaKpbIBAlO Ha CTOJI, OKAXXNTE MHEe YeCTb, pa3aesiMB CO MHOW Tpanesy?

Lilenknin B3rnsg uMnepaTopa CKoJb3HYJ MO FOCTUHOW 1 BEPHYJICA K MOEMY NULLY.

- Bbl 6y4TO FOTOBMAUCH K BU3UTY FOCTEN, - OH NOAaj 3HAaK PYKOW, N ero cekpeTapb
MOC/TYLLHO 3aKpblJl BXOOHYIO ABEPb, OCTAaBUB CTPaXy CHapy>u. MpocTto
nopasnTesibHO, KakK OHW MOHUMAOT ApYyr apyra 6e3 AnWHMX Cnos.

- 91 HUKoro He xay, Bawe Bennyectso, ecnum Bbl 06 3TOM, - 0TO3Basnacb beccTpacTHO,
no3sonme cebe NErkyto ynblibky. - C4ntanmTe 370 BNaXKbIO XXEHLLMHbI, yCTaBLen oT
oanHoobpa3HbIX 06enoB n y>xmnHoB. Pewinna ceba nobanosaTts. Mpouly.

NMnepaTop CHAM C roN0BblI BEHeL, CJIOBHO aBas MOHATb, YTO 3[4eCb OH He Kak
nMnepaTop, a Kak MO KoMnaHboH. Co MHOM Ha paBHbIX. Ka NoCcTaBua Ha CTON
CYHLYYOK U, CHfIB NepyaTku, cesn. BennyecTtso 3aHA MeCTO BO rjlaBe CTosa, HO He
crnewmnn cnenosaTh NMpPUMepy CBOEro cekpeTaps.



«W BYepa oH ToXe b6blN B NepyaTKax...» - 3aMeTua, Hecs YyryHok c Cyrnom.
NMocTaBwuna ero B LeHTpe, paaom 6000 € NIOBOM M NUany € canatoMm. Bonpeku
3TUKETY, pa3finia rno TapenkaM Cyrn, OCTaBUB 3aKYCKY Ha NMOTOM, UCMbITbIBaA
HEKOTOpPYI0 O0J110 YA0BOLCTBUSA. [JaBHO A He NpMHUMana rocTen, 4aBHO He
yyBCTBOBaJsla cebs nonesHon...

- Bbl ChaBHO MocTapannucb, IMMa, - UPOHNYHO 3aMeTU uMnepaTop, TMNHOTU3NPYS
B3r/1940M YEPHbIX HEMPOHULLAEMbIX FN1a3. - Ka)xeTcs, BaM He BMepBoOWn
CaMOCTOATE/NIbHO YCTPauBaTb... MPUEMBI.

PaccTennna Ha KoneHsx candeTky 1 B3sina JIOXKKY, 0603HavYas Havano Tpanesbl. Kan
nocsiefoBasl MOEMY NpUMepPY U rnepsbiM nonpobosan cyn. Ha 6e33mMouUnoHaNIbHOM
NMLLEe OTPa3uioCh Ya0BJIeTBOPEHME.

- PaHblle BCeM 3aHMManacb Npucayra, HoO pykoBoausna en s, - NosiCHUMa
HEeNpPUHY>XAEHHO. - H1 ogHO 61040 He Nonagano Ha cton 6e3 moero ogobperHmns.
BbibMpana NnopTbepsbl, LBET CKaTeEpPTEN, Kakne LuBeTbl ByayT CTOATh B Ba3ax,
yrouieHnsa n Mmysblky. FocTn Bcerga ocTaBajMCb OOBOJIbHbI, HE K YeMy OblS10
npuapaTbCs, 1 3To Oblla Mo cBoeobpasHas nnaTa Myxxy 3a ero gobpoTy. 4
npuknagbiBana Bce ycunums, 4Tobbl nMs rpada 66110 y BCEX Ha yCTax U
accoummpoBanock ¢ bnaropoacrteoM. He no3oputb ®penepmrka - 661710 MOMM OOHUM U3
Ba>XHbIX MPaBWJI, - 3a4eprHYysia JIOXKKOMN HEXXHO OpaHXXeBbIN ByNbOH 1 MogHeCa K
rybam. CnagkoBaTblli apoMaT WEKOTaN peuenTopsbl.

- 9 pa)xe He COMHeBaJICsl B 3TOM, - 0TO3BaJIC UMNepaTop M Havyan eCTb, CHOBA He
CUNIbHO NepexxmnBas 0 MaHepax. - BocxuTtuntensHo, - o6nmsan rybbl u NOTAHYACS 3a
CTakKaHOM C BoAoW. - Mpu3HaTbCs, Ha 6any MHe NokKa3asioCb, Bbl MPOCTO MbiTaeTeCh
npueneyb kK cebe BHMMaHWe, nean OBepByn. ep>Xaincb OTCTPAHEHO, HO
BENMYECTBEHHO, Ball NO3HAHUA 3TUKETA 6e3yKOPU3HEHHbI, KaK YMeHMe noaaTh
cebs. 9 nonaras, 3To MWL Macka.

- Y70 3aCcTaBWI0 BaC MOMEHATb peLleHne? - Cnpocuia, He UCMbITbIBasi MO CYyTW
WHTepeca. 9TOo N1Llb Npentans nepen oCHOBHbIM AENCTBOM...

- Pa3roBop ¢ BaMu, - YroJIok pTa nmnepaTopa OEPHYJICA, @ B r1a3ax CBEPKHY
a3apTHbIN OrOHEK. - /1 Bbl CHOBa He cneLwnTe NposaBaATb NobonbITCTBO. He
cnpalnBaeTe, 4TO NPUBEJSIO MEHSA He B Ha3HAYeHHbIN Yac.



- Bbl )Xe BCE paBHO pacckaxuTe, Bawe Bennyectso. TeprneHue - 3To ogHa U3
bnarogertenen, BepHO? - MPOMOKHYMa rybbl candeTkom n ocTaBmnaa Tapenky C
Oy/1IbOHOM Ha OHE B CTOPOHY.

- 9 Koe-4To y3Han 06 ncnbiTaHUAX NpeacTosLero otbopa, - OXOTHO NOAEINCS
BEJ/INYECTBO B OTBET. - [lpaBAa Nogo3pesato, 4TO pacnopsaanTesib MOr CneunassbHo
BblAaTb MHE 3aB€40MO JIOXKHYIO UHdopMaumio, 4Tobbl COUTL C TONIKY, HO Nyyle 6bITb
rOTOBbIM KO BCEMY, He Mpasaa /n?

Ho)xxaanacb, NOKa My>X4MHbI 3aKOHYaT 1 Npon3Bena CMeHy 6.

- Bbl urpaete B bpupgx, dmMmMa? - npuasurasa K cebe Tapesiky ¢ njoBom,
nonHTepecoBancsa nmnepaTop. - A Kak y Bac obcToaT aena ¢ sepxoson e3nomn? C
NMPUEMOM rocTen, Kak BUxy, NpobaemM He BOSHUKHET. A KaKOBbl Balln NO3HaHUA B
obnacTtn noNNTUKU U nuctopmumn? LLaxmaTtbl?

- CnpaB/oCb CO BCEM, KPOME LLIaxXMaT, - MPOU3Hecsa, MrHOBEHHO UCMbITbIBas
HeynoBneTBopeHne coboin. 1 He NpuMBLIKIa ObiTb XOTb B YEM-TO cnabee apyrux. U
NyCTb WaxXMaTbl Cyrybo My»xckasi urpa, He no3sosito cebe onpaBabiBaThCsA. - Ho BpeMs
eweé ecTb. [lymato, OBJlafieto 3TON UFPOIA B KOPOTKME CPOKN, MYCTb N HE B
COoBepLUeHCTBe.

iIMnepaTop CHUCXOOMNTENbHO YCMEXHYJICA.

- Ecnn no3sonnTte, 3MMa, 6yay BallmMM yynTteneMm. byaemM npakTUKOBATLCS KaXkayio
cBoOOAHYO MUHYTY N HAa4YHEM 3aBTpa Ha pacceeTe. Kak BaM?

- MoyTy 3a YecTb Yy4nTbCS Y Bac, Balle BennyecTso, - caep>XaHHO KUBHY 1A U
npucTynuaa K ropsyeMy. Msco B nJsioBe Nosy4YnsioCb COYHbIM, 611040 He Ka3asiocb
CYXUM...

- Xopouwlo, - uMmnepaTop WenkKHya nansuamm, n Kam nepefan eMy CyHAYy4oK. - A
Tenepb Nepenaém K raaBHOM NpuYnHe, No KOTopowm A 3aeck. Bawa 6e3onacHoCTb, -
[0CTan U3 Harpy4HoOro kKapmMaHa Kam3osia 6poH30BbIN KJIOYNK 1 BCTaBW B OTBepCTUE
CYHAY4Ka.



3aMOK LWENKHY, KpbIlWKa MeaJIeHHo nogHanack. B yrnybneHun nexxan 6exxeBbin €
TOHKMM KOCTSAHbIM JIe3BMEM CTUET, a pAAoM, B yrnybneHmm nomeHblue, ny3blpék 13
TEMHOro cTekJsa.

- lep»xuTte ero nop I'IO,EI,yLIJKOVI Ha Cﬂy‘-lal‘/’l, eC/iIn KTO-TO peENT HanaCTb HO4YbIO, a
CTpaXXa npocnuT, nin MOW Yesl0OBEK He 3aMeTUT HanagaBuwero.

CTuneT naeanbHO JIOXWUACA B PYKY. JIErknin. N3auwHbin. CMepTesibHO OCTPbIN.

- CMOXKeTe BOCMNO0JIb30BaTbCs UM? - BHUMaTeNbHO Habntopas 3a Moen peakumen,
NOMHTEpecoBaica nMnepaTop.

- F'apaeTe He Npupe3ana M 9 Napy NbAHbIX «CBUHEN», MOKa XWna B bopaoene? -
NMOMHTepecoBasiacb paBHOOYLLIHO, XOTA C/gef0Baso NpoMoav4aTh, HO Mbl Beb Ternepb
COYy4YaCTHMKN B HEKOTOPOM pofae, byayuime MyX 1 XXeHa, XoTb Opak n 4OroBOpPHOWN.

iIMnepaTop MPOHUYHO YCMEXHYJICS W, B3SIB NMY3bIPEK, MPOTAHYJ1 MHE.

- YHuBepcasbHoe npoTusosane. CnacaeT oT 60/bLWINHCTBA U3BECTHbIN 00B.
HepxuTe Bceraa npu cebe 1 BOCMONb3yNTECh, HE 3ayMbIBaeTEChb, €C/IN
no4vyyBcTByeTe cebs niaoxo.

- A ecqin 4 NpuMy ero, HO 3TO OKa)KeTCsd He a4, a baHanbHasg I'IpOCTy,EI,a?

- Huyero He byneT. MakCMMyM CTOLLUHUT, - BeCcrne4YyHo oTMaxHyCs MMNepPaTop w
NMOCMOTPEN Ha MEHSA y)Xe CepbEé3Hee, BHE3aNnHo nepenas Ha «Tbl». - OTHECUCb
cepbé3Ho K cobcTBeHHOM Be30NacHOCTM, DMMa... - YEPHbIE r1la3a 3aBopakmeanu.
CHOBa, CJIOBHO, MpoBaiMBanacb B NyCcTOTy... - COMHEHM HeT, oTbop NpeacTonT
YXECTOKUN, 33 Ka)KA0N «HEBECTOW», 1 yBEPEH, OyeT CTOATb YENIOBEK, XXaXKAY LN
NoJly4YNTb HEe TOJNIbKO aJiMa3bl, HO IMnepuoH. Beagb nocne 3akntoveHns 6paka v
CNMSAHNA OBYX UMMEPU, MeHs BCeraa MOXXHO TUXO NMPUAYLLINTb HOYbIO NOOYLLIKOWM...
NoHumaeTe, nean OBepBya? Mosi cyabba To)e BO MHOIOM 3aBUCUT OT Bac.

- 4 noHMMalo, - oTo3Baslacb poBHO. - CanaT?

iIMnepaTop cnpaTan HaCMEeLLNBYIO YbIOKY U OTTAHY y3e LWeNHOro naaTka.



- Mbl ¢ KaeM nocnewunm obpaTHO BO ABOPEL, CKOPO BCTpeYa ¢ nopaoM bennu...

BHYTPEHHOCTU CTAHYJ/INCb B TYrON TPEBOXXHbLIN Yy3e.

- He BosiHyTecb 06 3ToM, - MiIMnepaTop NOAHSANCS U3-3a CTOJA, a CEKpeTapb C/1ieaoM
33 HUM, C TOCKOW, Kak MHe MoKa3asioCb, B3rJISHYB Ha Nuasny ¢ canaTtoM. - MNpucTas
JINYHO BEPHET BaM 3akJlafHYylo Ha AOM U pacnuncky, noanucaHHyto beinnm o nonHom
BbIMJiaTe 40JIra. 3aKJaAHY0 MOXXHO CXKeYb, @ PACMNUCKY MOCTAaBUTb B PAMOYKY U
MOBECUTb Ha CTEHY.

- Tak n cgenato, - npomnsHecna 6e3 TeHn ynblbku, n NnogHanacb Cnenom, 4Tobol
npoBoanTb rocten. - Cnacnbo, - y4TUBO CKJIOHWA FOJI0BY, OLLyLlas obneryeHume,
HEeCMOTPS Ha OMACHOCTb, KOTOPYIO HeceT npeacToswmn otbop.

- OTooxHuTe, negn OBepByAa. BcTpeTnMcsa Ha paccBeTe, - BEIMKOAYLWHO Besnen
nMnepaTop 1 yaannnacsa, octasnadasa nocne ceba cnen cesoen nyratowien aypsbi...

ATmMOCdhepa BOKpYr Hero Bcerga Ta>Enas, Ho He ckasana 6bl, 4To AywunT. HaobopoT

paooMm C nMmrnepaTopomMm MHe AblILNTCA ceobonHee. YBepeHHee...

[(naBa pgecaTas

)k

JNlopn bennun aBuncs B Ha3Ha4eHHbIN Yac. He 661110 CMbIC1a 3aCTaBIATb €ro XaaTh,
CanpoHy CaMOMYy He TepnesnoCb BCTPETUTLCA C 3TUM YEJIOBEKOM U YCTPAHUTb
MeLlaLwWwyo purypy Ha ero «waxmaTHON OOCKe».

- [purnacu ero croga, 3ana gns ay,EI,I/IeHLI,I/IIZ He NooonaeT, - rnonpocunsia, noCtaBasd n3
AUlNKa I'IpI/IFOTOBJ'IeHHbIVI Nnapey C AeHbMNaMin.

- [la, Bawe Benn4yecTtBo, - Kan NOKJOHWUCA U BeCllyMHO BbICKOJIb3HY N 13 KabuHeTa.
XopoLwunin Mmanb4nk. MCNONHUTENbHbIN. A r/laBHOE BEPHbIN U NMpefaHHbIn...



OTKunHyNcs B kpecne, 6epscb 3a bapxaTHble NOAJIOKOTHUKW, U MOCMOTPEN Ha MOJIKY
cTenna»a, Ha KOTOPOM XPaHUNCh LWaxMaThbl.

Ka)xoasa Kneto4dyka Tesnla nogparveasa OT NpenBKyLIeHNs rnepen 3asTpalluHen
BCTpeYen.

«Y4nTb IMMY WaxmMaTam?.. 3To bygeT 3aHMMaATENbHO...»

Cuenun pyku B 3aMOK U Ha CEKYHAY NPUKPbIN rnasa, npeacrtasnsasg obpas Boosbl. Ecin
Obl OHa Hagena Byasb... YMM... YEPHbIN UBET 6€3yMHO NONAET €€ OrHEHHO-MeAHbIM
BOJI0OCaM. YepHble nepyaTKn, HEPHOE KPYKEBO...

Kak 6bl OHO cMOTpenocb Ha 6eN0CHEXXHON KoXXe?

OT MbICNen OTBNEK CTYK B ABEPb.

- Jlopa bennu, Bawe Benn4yecTBo, - Kan NOKJOHWICS U, NOCNE pa3peLleHuns,
npuraacun Bu3nTépa.

Jlopa, NCNOMHUA NoNAratoLWnines BeIMYeCTBEHHbI NMOKJIOH U BbIMPAMUIICS,
03aga4vYeHHo rnaasa Ha CarpoHa n3-nof YepHbIX rycTbix 6poBei.

- Bawe Benu4yecTBoO.

- NNopp, bennn, pan BCTpeydun, - UPOHUYHO NPOoTAHYN CanpoH, Nnpuriawas 3aHATb
MecCTo HanpoTue cTona. - Kan, cnacubo. Tel cBoboAEH, OTAbIXaN.

KoHeL, 03HaKOMUTEsIbHOro hparMeHTa.

Kynute: https://tellnovel.me/korr_kristina/sekret-imperatora-ili-vdova-na-otbore-k-bede
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