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XPOHUKN TEMHbIX BpeMeH #1

LLlecTb ThiCAY NeT Ha3an beckpanHnm NepBoObITHLIN Jlec NpuHapfie)xxan He TONbKO
nJemMeHaM OXOTHUKOB 1 cobupaTenen, HO N AyXaM KaMHEN, XXNBOTHbIX U pacTeHUN.
NHorpoa Ha Hero 3aaBasan CBOW npaBa 1 Hepobpble cywHocTn 13 NHoro Mupa,
CMoCcobHble BCENATLCA B MOTYHYUX XULLHUKOB. OgHa)KAbl TaM MOSABUIICA TUraHTCKNN
MenBenb, NCTpebnsaWwmMn Ha CBOEM NYyTKU BCe XmMBoe. Torga normb n oTew, tOHOro
Topaka 13 nnemMmeHu Bosika, HO nepen CMepTblo ycnen B3ATb C CblHA KJIATBY:
ABEeHaJLUaTUNETHUN MalbyuK OO0JIKEH cnacTu obutaTtenen Jleca ot becnowagHoro
yynoBuLa. A gns 3Toro HeobxoamMmo caenaTb TO, YTO 4O CMX MOpP He yaaBanoCh
HUKOMY: HAWTWN OaNleKo Ha ceBepe CBAWEeHHYI0 opy 1 3apy4YnUTbCA NOMOLLbIO
Benukoro lyxa...

TonbKo B rog nepson nyénmkauum n Tonbko B BennkobputaHum «bpat mon Bonk»
Obln NpogaH MUJIJIMOHHBLIM TUPAXXOM. Ha cerogHAWHUA eHb CYMMapHbIA TUPaXK
UMKNa «XPOHUKU TEMHbIX BpeMeH» B TPUALATU NATN CTPaHax NpeBbICU WeCTb
MWJIJINOHOB 3K3eMMNJIAPOB.

Muwens lMensep

BpaT mon Bonk
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OT aBTOpa

Ecnn 6 Bbl MOriv BEPHYTLCA B MPOLLJIOE, B T€ BPEMEHa, Koraa »Xun Topak, To ero Mup
nokasasicsl 6bl BaM, C 0AHOW CTOPOHbI, YANBUTENbHO 3HAKOMbIM, @ C APYron -
COBEpPLUEHHO HEBEAOMbIM. Beflb 3TOT MUpP CyLLEeCTBOBaJI WECTb ThiCAY NeT Ha3ag, u
BCcto CeBepo-3anaHyto EBpony NokpbiBaan Torga CrjowHble neca. Mpowso yxe
HECKOJIbKO ThiCAYesIeTUN C TexX Nop, Kak 3aBepLunICs NeqHUKOBLI nepuoa, yxe
NCYEe3/IM MaMOHTbI U cabnie3ybble TUrpbl, @ AePeBbs, TPaBbl U XKUBOTHbIE ObIIN MOYTHU
TaKMMU XKe, KaK Ternepb, X0TA KOMbITHblIE, 0buTaBLwMe B fnecax, bbiim ropasno
KPYMHee HbIHELHNX, 1 Bbl, BEPOSITHO, Oblain Bbl MOTPSICEHbI, BriepBble yBMuaeB 3ybpa -
rPOMaAHOro AMKOro 6bika C FPO3HO TOPYaLLMMM POramMm, pOCT KOTOPOro B XOJIKe
[OCTUran AByX MEeTpPOB.

A BOT noamn, Hacensisline mmp Topaka, Bbirisiaenn B TOYHOCTU Kak Bbl fla A: TeNo
TaKOoe XKe, PYKN-HOIN TOXXE N MO3I pPa3BUT NMPUMEPHO Tak »xe. B obuiem,
NHOMJIAHETSHUHOM Bbl Obl cpean HMX cebst He YyBCTBOBAM - MPU TOM YCI0BUN,
€CTEeCTBEHHO, YTO 3Hanun bbl X A3bIK, 0AeBaNnCh bbl, KAK OHU, a TakXXe uMenu Obl
COOTBETCTBYIOLLYIO MIEMEHHYIO TaTyMPOBKY.

OAHaKOo NX NPUBbLIYKK 1 0B6bl4an NoKa3anucb 6bl BaM COBEPLUEHHO OT/INYHBLIMW OT
Hawwux. byay4m oxoTHMKamMm n cobmpaTtensimu, oHn XXunm Hebonbwmmm rpynnamm, 6es
KOHLa nepeaBurascb ¢ MecTta Ha MecTo. lHorga cTosiHKa ycTpanBaJslaCcb BCEro Ha
ABa-TpU OHSA, KakK, HanpuMep, 3To genanan Topak u ero otew - JIOAN U3 MJIEMEHN
Bosika, a nHorga rpynmna »Kuja Ha 0QHOM MecCTe Lesibli MecaL, Uan faxke Lesnoe neTo,
nofobHo noaamM nu3 naemeHn BopoHa nnm KabaHa. 3emnenenvs oHu eLle He 3Hanu,
OHO MPULLIO K HAM HECKOJIbKO M03>Ke, C BOCTOKa, N MMCbMEHHOCTU Y HUX TOXKE He
Ob110; HE 3HaNN OHU 1 KoNeca, n MeTasinl obpabaTeiBaTh He yMenu. Bnpo4vem, Koneco un
MeTann 61K UM He 0COBEeHHO N HY>XHbl. OHU 1 63 HUX OTAINYHO YMEesIN BbXXKNBATb B
nobbIX ycnoBusax. OHU 3HaN 0 XUBOTHLIX, AEePeBbAX, TPaBax, KAMHAX U necax NoyTun
BCE, 4TO MO>XHO O HUX 3HaTb, N OT/INYHO NpPeAcTaBasann cebe, rae N Kak MOXXHO HanTw
WAn caenaTtb TO, HTO UM HYXKHO.

Ha mon B3rnag, onpeneneHmne «0XOTHUKKU 1 cobupaTtenn» He COBCEM TOYHOE,
NOCKOJIbKY HaBs3biBaeT obpa3 nogen, KoTopble NPOCTO CKAUTAKOTCA NO TON NN UHON
MeCcTHOoCTK, nogbupasn BCe, 4TO UM yAaCTCA C/IyH4alHO HaNnTU. Ha caMoM e fgene 3Tum
nJeMeHam AOMOAJIMHHO BbIJ1I0 U3BECTHO, KOr4a TO UK NMHoe pacTeHne HavynHaeT



NJI0AOHOCUTb, KOrJja CO3PEBAIOT OPEXU UJIN HY>KHbl€ UM TPaBbl U LIBEThI, IAe OHU
PacTyT, B KaKoe BpeMs rofa Kopa JepeBbeB Hanbonee npurogHa ans njaeTeHus
BEPEBOK WJIN KOP3UH, KOrda N B KaKUX pPeKax JIoCoCb UAET K BEPXOBbAM Ha HepecT,
Korga oneHn cbpacbiBaloT pora, a TakXxe MHOroe apyroe.

Ecnn BaM nHTepecHO, oTKyaa 06 3ToOM y3Hana s, TO NPU3HaKCb: MHOroe 4
noYyepriHyJsla n3 apxeosiornn - Hayku, nly4varouwen cnenbl, KOTopble OCTaBUIIN 3TN
nJjemMeHa B CBOUX Nlecax, NX opy»kxue, OCTaTKM UX NULWN, ogexabl U Xunuw. Ho 31o
elle ganeko He Bce. KakoBbl Oblin MbICN 3TUX ntogen? Bo 4To oHn Bepnnn? Kak
BOCMPUHUMAN XU3Hb U CMEPTb U OTKyZa NpuLan B 3TN neca? Y1obbl 3TO y3HaTh, A
n3y4dana Xu3sHb 6onee 61M3KNX HAM NO BPEMEHU MJIEMEH, N NMOHbIHE 3aHNUMAIOLLNXCS
OXOTON N CObnpaTenbCTBOM, HAaNpPMUMep HEKOTOPbLIX NHAENCKUX nieMeH AMepuku, a
TakKXXe MHYNTOB (MM 3CKNMOCOB), XusyLlero B KO>xXHOM AdppuKe Hapoda caH u
ANOHCKNX aNHOB.

OOoHakKo oNns MeHs no-npexxHemy HepelleHHbIM OCTaBaJsiCs BOMPOC: YTO »Xe 3TO Takoe -
XUTb B Nlecax? KakoBa Ha BKYC efsioBas cmona? inm oneHbe cepaue? Nnwn saneHas
NocATUHA? MOXXHO N1 CNaTb B OTKPbLITOM C O4HOW CTOPOHbLI Wanalle, Kak 3To AenatT
noan naemeHn BopoHa?

K Cc4acTblO, 3TO OKa3a/10Cb BMNOJIHE MOCTMXXUMbIM - O ONpenesieHHON CTEMNeHM,
pa3yMeeTcs, - MOTOMY 4YTO 3Ha4YUTesIbHAaA YaCcTb TeX BEJIMKMUX NIeCOB COXpPaHuIachb n
0o cux nop. A Tam He pa3 bGbiBasa, N NOPON MHE XBaTaslo TPeX CEKYHN, 4TOobbI
BEPHYTbCS Ha LWEeCTb ThiCAY fleT Ha3a4. Korga B MosIHOYbL C/ibIWNLWb PEB
6naropo4HOro ofieHs, v BAPYr BUAULWb, 4TO TBOW Creq NPecroKONHO nepecekaeT
cnepn BoJiKa, Uam NnpuxoanTtca o6bACHATL BECbMa CeEpANTOMY Ha BMA MeaBeato, 4To Thl
He NpeAcTaBAseLWb 419 HEero ornacHOCTU, HO N OXOTUTbLCA Ha Tebs To)Xe He CTouT...
BoT Torga v 4yBCTBYyeLWlb, 4YTO BOKPYr - Mup Topaka.

3aBepLulias cBoe BCTYNUTEsIbHOE CI0BO, A XoTesa bbl nobnarogapuTb TeEX, KTO O4EHb
nomor MHe: Mlopmy MaTocanmu, koTopas bbila Moei MpoBOXKaTol B iecax CeBepHOiA
OUHASHAWK, NO3BOSINIA MHE NoayaeTh B 6epecTaHyo AyAKY, NOKa3ana, Kak
COXPaHWUTb OFOHb B KJIOYKE TAelLwero Mmxa, U gaja MHOXeCTBO APYrMX YPOKOB OXOThbl
N BbDKMBAHUSA B 3TUX OAUKUX Necax; n muctepa deppuka Kowna, cTapwero
CMOTpUTENS BOPOHOB Tayapa, KOTOPbIN MO3HAKOMWIT MEHS C HEKOTOPbIMU MONCTUHE
aBryctenwmmMm NnTnybnMmm ocobamm. YTo e KacaeTcs BOJIKOB, TO TYT S B HEOMNATHOM
nonry nepepn pabotamum 3Buaa Meka, Mankna ®okca, Jliynca Kpancnepa u LLIoHa
annuca. N HakoHel, s o4eHb 6narogapHa csoeMy areHTy MNuTtepy Kokcy u ceoemy
nspatento PnoHe KeHHeaun 3a NoAOEPXKKY N HEUCCAKAEMbIV SHTY3Ma3M.



Muwenb Mensep, 2004

naBa l

Topak B34POrHy U MPOCHYJICA, XOTA CnaTb, BoobLle-To, He cobupancs.

KocTep noytun goropen. CBepHYyBLINCH KIYOKOM B XpPYMNKOW pakoBMHE NCXOOUBLUErO OT
yrosbeB CBeTa, Topak BraanbiBanaca B rpo3Hyto TbMy Jleca. HO Tak HU4Yero un He
pa3srnagen. N CabllHO ToXXe HMYero He 6bi10. A 4TO, eCcsin 3Bepb BepHyca? YTo, ecnu
OH CNeguT 3a HAM U3 TEMHOTbl CBOMMW FOPSALWLMMK Fna3aMn yonnubl?

Topak 3amep3, BHYTpM Bblsla Kakas-To cTpaHHas nyctoTa. OH NOHWUMar, 4To Haao
NOeCTb, YTO Yy Hero 60NMT pyKa, 4TO rnasa WuniaeT oT YyCTasocTn n 6eCcCoHHOM Ho4n,
HO BCe 370, B 0bulem, b6b110 eMy 6e3pa3iMyHO. BClo HOYb OH NpsTancs non
pa3BaJiIMHaMN LWanalla, CAeNlaHHOro N3 enoBbIX slan, N 6eccnbHO CMOTPEN, Kak ero
oTeLl, UCTEeKAeT KPoBbio. Hey)xenn Bce 3To NPOUCXOANT C HAMN?

Benob BCero nnwb B4epa - NoAyMaTb TOJIbKO, B4epa! - OHM CTPOMIN Waniall B OCEHHUX
ronybbix cyMmepkax u Topak WyTua, a oTewl, cMesncs ero wyTkam. U Bapyr Jlec C1oBHO
B3opBancs. MNMocnbilanncb KPUKN BOPOHOB. 3aTpeLLanmn COCHbl. 1 n3 mpaka, yxxe
Nne)aBuwero noa gepeBbsMU, BO3HUK COBEPLUEHHO YEPHbIN CrYCTOK TbMbl - OFPOMHOE
cBupenoe cyuwecTso B 0b6m4be megBens.

CMepTb BOPYr OKa3ajlacb coBCeM paaoM. CTpallHble OCTpble KOrTu. JlegeHsuiee
KPOBb pbl4aHMEe OAMKOro 3Beps, TaKkoe rpOMKOe, 4TO U3 ylen Tekna KpoBb. OaHUM
yOapoMm nanbl 4y4OoBULLLE pa3MeTasio UxX Wwanaw, Habpocuaiocbk Ha oTua Topaka,
CTPaLLUHO pacrnopoB eMy BOK, U TYT Xe nc4e3no, pacTBOPUIOChL B JleCy, TOYHO
0e3MONIBHbIN TyMaH.



Ho 4TO 3TO 3a MeaBeab TakoW, eC/IM OH NOAKPaAbIBAaeTCS K l0AAM, @ NOTOM BAPYr
ncyesaeT, TakK HUKOro n He ybme? YTo 5TO 3a MeaBeab TakoW, eC/in OH UrpaeT co
CBOEN XXEepTBOW, KaK KOLLKA C MbILWbIO?

N roe oH cenyac, 3ToT MmeaBenb?

3a npenenamu oCBeLLEHHOro KOCTPOM Kpyra Topak HUYero He Mor pa3rnsaeTb, HO
3HaJl, YTO BCH NoJisiHa 3aBaJjieHa CJIOMaHHbIMM MOJIOALIMU AepeBUaMu n
pPacTONTaHHbLIMU JINCTbSMX NANOPOTHUKOB. OH YyBCTBOBAJ1 3aMax COCHOBOW CMOJbI U
B3pbITOM KOrTamMm 3emnn. LLlarax B TpuauaT HEFPOMKO 1 rnevanbHo 6BopmoTan py4den.
ToT MegBeab MOr NPUTaUTbLCS rae yrogHo.

Panom 3acTtoHan oteuy. OH MeaJIeEHHO OTKpPbIJ1 rNa3a 1 nocMoTpen Ha Topaka, CJI0OBHO
He y3HaBaga ero.

Y Manb4nka CKaJloCb cepaLe.

- 9TO 4, - npowenTa oH. - Tebe o4eHb 6ONLHO?

Ha cMyrnom xynom nuvue oTua rpMmaca cTpafaHus. LLlekn cnerka nogkpalleHbl cepon
FAMHONM, 4TO6bI Nyylle 6b1J10 BUAHO MJEMEHHYIO TAaTYUPOBKY Ha CKynax. ANVHHbIE
TeMHble BOIOChl CAIMMANCEL OT NoTa.

PaHa 6bina Takon rnybokon, 4To Korga Topak cnerka obtep ee kpas MXOM, TO
yBUAEN, Kak B CBeTe KocTpa nobaeckmatoT BHYTPeHHOCTU. OH faxke 3ybamu
CKPUMNHYJ, CAEPXKMBAA MOAKATUBLLYIO TOWWHOTY N HafeAaCb, YTO OTel, He 3aMeTui, Kak
OH ncnyrancs. Ho oTeu, pa3ymeeTcs, 3aMeTU - OH BblJ1 OXOTHUKOM 1 3aMevan Bce.

- Topak... - BbIAOXHYJ1 OH U, MPOTAHYB PYKY, CXKaJl JlagoHb CblHa ropA4YMMU nanbLamMu.

Y Topaka nepexBaTuio ropso. O6bI4HO ManieHbKMe CbIHOBbS BOT TaK LLEeNaAloTCs 3a
OTLOBCKYIO PYKY, @ He HaobopoT.

«4TO0 XK, - NoayMan oH, - NpuaeTcsa Tenepb MHe BbITb MY>X4MHON. Hy>XHO NocTapaTbCsA
MbIC/INTb TPE3BO».



- TyT y Hac eLle HEMHOI0 CyX0ro ThICAYEJIMCTHMKA OCTaNoCh, - CKa3as OH oTLy,
cB06OHON PYKOW POsICb B MeLloYKe ¢ uenebHbiMu TpaBaMu. - 9 aymato, 3TO NOMOXET
OCTAHOBUTb...

- OcTaBb ThiCA4YeNNCTHUK cebe. Tbl TOXKe BeCb B KpoBW.

- Ho MHe coBceM He 6onbHO! - coBpan Topak.

MegnBenb WBbLIPHYJ €ro npsmMo Ha bepesy, 1 oH cnabHO obogpan 60K, Aa U Ha neBon
pyke 6bina rnybokas paHa.

- Topak... yxogu. NMpsamo cenyac. Noka oH He BEpPHYCS.

Topak yCcTaBWJICA Ha OTUA, OTKPbI Bbis0 pOT, HO TaK N HE CMOTI NMPON3HeCT HN CJI0Ba.

- Tbl goOXKeH, - HacTamBaJs oTel,.

- HeT. HeT, 9 He MorYy...

- Topak... 4 ymunpato. Ha 3ape a ympy.

Topak CTUCHY/ NanbLiaMy MeloYyek ¢ uenebHbiMn TpaBamu. B yliax ctosn
Or NyLLUNTESbHbLIN pPeB.

- OTeu...

- Jan MHe... BCe TO, 4TO Heobxoammo ansa nytewectsmsa B CTpaHy MepTBbIX, @ MOTOM
cobepun cBou BeLU 1 yxoau.

Topak noka4yHyncsa: «CtpaHa MepTBbix! HeT! HeTt!»

Ho B3rnian oTua oCcTaBasCcA HEMPEKJ/IOHHbIM.

- MoW nyk, - npukasan oH. - Tpu cTpenbl. OcTasibHble BO3bMMK cebe. Tam, Kyaa a muay...
OXOTUTbLCS 0YEHb JIErKO.



Topak 3aMeTW, YTO Ha KOJIeHe Y Hero, o6 TAHYTOM LUTaHaMN U3 ONIEHBEN LLKYPHbI,
obpa3oBanacb HeboNbLIAsA Ablpa, U N30 BCEX CUJT BOH3UJT B OOHa>XMBLLYOCSA NA0Th
HoroTb 60nbLIOro Nansbua. Ctapancsa caenaTb cebe Kak MOXXHO BonbHee n
CcoCpenoTo4YnTbCs Ha 3Ton Bonw.

- EQy He 3abyab, - 3a4biXascb, Npoao/xKan otey. - BaneHoe mMsAco... Bo3bmun BCe cebe.

Topak y>e [0 KpoBU pacuapanan cebe KoseHo, HO NPOAO0JIKan Tep3aTb ero HortTew,
4yTObbl HE AYMaTb O TOM, Kak oTeL oTnpaBmTcAa B CTpaHy MepTBbiXx. Topaky 6bi110
BCero geeHaguaTtb neT. Kak e oH BbhkuseT B Jlecy oanH? OH 3TOro npocTo eule He
ymeeT!

- Topak! Yxogu!

CtapaTenbHO Mopras, 4Tobbl He 3ansakaTb, TOpak A4OCTajsl OTLOBCKUM NIYK U NOJIOXKWI
ero psaaom c ymmpatowmm. Notom pasgenns oCcTaBlIMECHA CTPeSbl, paHa ApoxKaliue
nasblbl 06 OCTpPble KPEMHEBbIE HAKOHEYHMKMN. 3aKUHYJ 3a MNJ1IeY0 JIyK U KOJ14aH Co
cTpeslaMn N CTan pbiTbCA B FpyAe el0BbIX BETOK B NMONUCKaX CBOEro Tonopuka mns
yepHoro 6a3zanbTa. 3ansevyHy0 KOP3UHY N3 BETOK OpeLllHWKa MeaBenb n3somMan
BAPbI3I, TaK YTO OCTaJIbHble NOXUTKK TOpaKy NPULLNOCL CYHYTb 3a nMa3syxy Win
npuBSA3aTb K MNOSCY.

3aTeM OH CcKaTaJl CBOM CnaJsibHbI MELLOK N3 OJIEHbEN LLUKYPBbI.

- Bo3bMu nyyiwie Mo, - ycnbllwan oH WenoT oTua. - CBOW Thl TakK M He... MoYnHun. 1
HOX>X MOW TO>X€ BO3bMW, @ MHE OCTaBb CBOWA.

Topak npuLlen B y>kac:

- HeT, HOX TBOWM 9 HWX 3a 4TO He BO3bMYy! OH Tebe camoMy noHagobuTcs!

- Tebe oH NoHapnobuTcsa bosblwe. A MHe... NpUATHO ByaeT nMeTb 4TO-TO TBOE, Korga 4
oTnpasstocb B CTpaHy MepTBbIX.

- OTeu, noxxanyncra... lNMNoxxanyncra, He Hago...

Foe-To XpyCTHYJ/1a BeTKa.



Topak MrHOBeHHO BCKO4Yu 1 obepHyncs.

TbMa BOKpPYT Oblsla COBEPLUEHHO HEeMNpOoHMLLaeMol. Ho Kyaa 6bl OH HU MOCMOTpPEesn, eMy
BCIOZlY MepeLnsica CUNYy3T OFPOMHOIro MeaBeas.

B Jlecy HK1 BeTepkKa.

N nTuubl ToKe Monyann.

Topak C/biWan NvLlb NOTPECKMBaHNE KOCTPa U CTYK cobcTBeHHOro cepaua. Kasanocs,
Jlec npucnylnBaeTcsa K Y4eMy-To, 3aTauB AbIXaHue.

OTel, cnm3Hyn ¢ ryb Kanenbku NoTa v ckasan:

- HeT, noka euwte ero 3gecb HeT. HO CKOpO... CKOPO OH NpuaeT 3a MHOW... TOPOonucCk.
He 3abyab: HOXWN.

TopaKy COBCEM He XOTesIOCb MEHATLCS C OTLOM HOXKaMu. Beab 3To 03Ha4ano Obl
KoHel,. Ho oTel BHMMaTENbHO Cleann 3a HUM, 1 rasa ero CMOTPENnN CTPOro:
oTKa3aThbCsa 6blJ10 HeNb34.

o 60nn cTucHyB 3ybbl, TOpak BNOXKW CBOW HOX B OTLLOBCKYIO PYKy. [ToTOM O0TBsi3an y
Hero OoT NMosica HOXHbl C OXOTHUYLUM HOXOM. HOXX y oTua 6bl1 KpaCUBLIA N O4EHb
onacHbIN; oH 6bin BbipybeH 13 ronybon cnroaaHOW NAaCTUHbBI U NO POpMEe HAaNOMUHA
MBOBbIN JINCT, @ PYKOATb, COENMaHHY0 13 pora 61aropoaHoro oneHs, otew, obmoTan
NOCUHBLIMUN XXNJaMun, N oep>xaTb ee 6b110 o4eHb yaobHo. Ho cTtomnno Topaky B3siTb 3TOT
HOXX B PYKW, KaK €ro NpoH3maa MbiC/ib O TOM, 4TO 3TO KOHEL,, 4YTO Ternepb emy
NPUAETCA XUTb 6e3 0TuUa, YTO OH Y)Ke HAaYNMHAET rOTOBUTLCA K 3TOW XU3HMU...

- A He yngy! 9 He ocTaBno TebsA! - 3akKpnyan oH. - 9 Byay € HUM CpakaTbCs W...

- HeT! OToro megBens HUKOMY He o40NeTh!

C BeTBelN BNMKHUX OepeBbEB, XJ1I0Mas KPblJIbSIMU, COPBAIMCb BOPOHbI.

Y Topaka nepexBaTuso AbiXaHue.



- Cnywan, 4To A cKaxxy Tebe, - Co CBUCTOM npowienTan oTeu. - Measeab - nobon
MeaBenb - CaMblil CUJIbHbIN OXOTHUK B Jlecy. U Tbl NpekpacHO 3TO 3Haelwb. Ho ToT
MenBeb... OH HAMHOIo CUJibHee...

Mo cnnHe y Topaka 6erann mypawwku. OH, He OTpbIBasACb, CMOTpPEsN OTLY B rnasa u
BUAEN KPOLUEYHble KpaCHbIe XWJIKMN, CETKOW NoKpbiBWKE 6enkn, n 6e3goHHYyto
rnybunHy 3pa4vKos.

- YT0O 3HA4YMT - HAMHOIr0? - TOXKe LWenoToM Cnpocun oH. - PasBe...

- OTOT MeABelb... 0AEPXXUM 3/1bIMU AyXaMun. - JINLO OoTUa CTaJIo TAKMM MPaYvyHbIM, YTO
y>Xe NMoY4TU HNYEM HEe HAaMNOMUHAJIo ero Npe)xHee XXNBOEe N Becesioe NnLo. - B Hem
MOCENINACS... KAKOW-TO... 3710/ AyX U3 NIHoro Munpa; n3-3a Hero 3ToT 3Bepb CTajl TAKUM
CBUpEnbIM.

3aTpeLwann yram B Koctpe. TeMHble AepeBbA CKIOHUINCH HUXKE, TOYHO
NPUCIYLIMBAINCh.

- 30101 oyx? - WenoToM nepecnpocun Topak.

OTeL NpUKpbINI rnasa, cobrpasck ¢ cunamum.

- Tenepb OH CyLeCcTBYeT TONbKO AJ18 Toro, 4Tobbl ybuBaTb, - C TPYAOM BbIFrOBOPUII
OH. - YObeT - n cnna ero cpasy Bo3pacTtaeT. M oH bygeT ybnBaTb BCe )KXMUBOE BOKPYT.
Jlioboe xunBoTHoe. Jlioboro Yenoseka. MornbHeT BCE. U Jlec Toxe... - [0N0OC y Hero
copBancs. - Ewe oamH mecsuy - n bygeTt no3aHo. OTOT 37101 AyX... CJINWLKOM CUEH...

- Bcero ognH mecsau? Ho yTo...

- Nopyman, Topak! Tkl )Ke 3Haellb: HOYW, KOrda KpacHbIN rna3 bbiBaeT B 3eHUTE,
CTpaluHee BCero; Torga 3/ble oyxu obpeTtatoT Hanbonbwyto cuny. N Torga sToT
MeaBeAb CTaHET... Heya3BuM. - OTewl C TPyAOM nepeBesn AbixaHue, B CBETE KOCTpa
OblN0 BUAHO, KaK My4YnTesibHO 1 cnabo 6beTcsa XXuika y Hero Ha wee - BOT-BOT COBCEM
3aTUXHET. - 1 Xo4y, 4TOObl Tbl KOE B YEM MHE MOKJIAJICS, - CKa3aa oTel.

- MoknaAHyCb B 4eM yrogHo!



OTey cka3an:

- Ctynan Ha ceep. ot npunageTca MHoro gHen. OTbiwun... CeALEeHHYo Mopy... Tam
obutaeTt Benukun Oyx.

Topak HenoHMMatoLe CMOTPEsT Ha OTua: rfa3a ero 6611 OTKPbIThl U YCTPEeMJIEeHbI
Ky[a-To BOaJlb, CKBO3b BETBW Yy HErO Haj rOJIOBON; OH CJIOBHO BUAEN HEYTO Takoe,
4YTO APYrvM BUAETb HEe AaHo.

- Hanpwn ee, - NOBTOPWUA OH. - 9TO €AMHCTBEHHAA HaaexXaa...

- Ho... Belb HUKTO HMKOrga He mor HanTu CeaweHHyto Mopy. HukTO!

- Tbl cMOXXeLWb.

- Ho Kak? 4 He...

- Tebe NOMOXeET... MPOBOXXaTbIN.

Topak 6b11 noTpsAceH. Tak oTey HUKOrga ¢ HUM npexxae He rosopun! OTew 6bin
4esIOBEKOM [0eNCTBUSA, HAaCTOALLMM OXOTHUKOM.

- Hn4yero He noHMMato! - BbIKpUKHYN Topak. - Kakon npoBoXXaTbin? MNMovyeMy A [OJIKEH
nckaTb 3Ty Fopy? 4 6byay Tam B 6e3onacHoOCTH, aa? Tbl NO3TOMY MeHs Tyaa
nocblnaewb? YTobbl A cnaccs oT 3Toro measensa?

OTeL C TPyAOM OTOPBa B3rnag ot TeMHOro Heba 1 nocMoTpesn Ha CbiHa. N cMoTpen
OH, CJIOBHO MPUKMAbIBAS, CKOJIbKO €LLe rops CMOXXET BbIHECTM 3TOT MasibyuMK. [ToTOM
BAPYr rpumaca 60sm nckasuna ero AMuo, U OH NpoLlenTan:

- AX, KaK Tbl IOH, TOpak... 1 HagesasCcd, 4To Yy MeHs elle eCTb BpeM4. 1 Begb TakK MHOIo
He ycrnen Tebe pacckasaTb. Thl... HOCTapaVICﬂ He BO3HEHaBMAETb MEHA 3a 3TO...
NMnOTOM.,

Topak B y>xace CMOTpen Ha Hero. NoTomM BCKOYUII.



- Ham Hy>XHa nomMoLb. 4 nonay w...

- HeT! - 2To KOpOTKOEe C/1I0BO NPO3BYyYasio C yamBuTebHOW cuson. - C nepBoro AHs
TBOEWN XWN3HN 9 CTapasics Aep>aTb Tebs... B CTOPOHE 0TO BCEX, AaKe OT TBOero
poaHoro njaeMmeHn Bonka. lep>xuceb oT nogen noganbuwe, Topak! Ecnm oHM y3HaloT,
Ha 4YTO Tbl cnocobeH...

- 9 He NoOHMMalD, YTO Thl...

- HeT BpeMmeHn 06baCcHATDL, - obopBan oTeu. - [lan MHe €oBO. NOKAAHUCb MOUM
HO>XOM... MOKJAHUCbL, 4YTO Hangewb CBALWEHHYIO [Opy UM yMmpellb, NbITasCb ee
OTbICKaTb.

Topak no 6osn 3akycun ryby. Hebo Ha BOCTOKe 3a fepeBbsiMU YXKe Ha4ynHaso cepeTb.
«Ewwe He nopa! - B y>kace gyman oH. - HeT, no)Kanyncra, segb elie He nopal»

- KnaHuce! - npoxpunen otew.

Topak onyCcTWUACS Ha KOJIEHWN 1 B351 B PYKM OTLLOBCKMIA HOX. DTO OblJ1 HOXX B3pOCS0ro
MY>XUMHbI, CIULKOM 60JIbLUON 1 TSXKeNbI AN ABeHaAuaTUeTHEro Maab4ymka. Topak
HEeNOBKO MPUKOCHYJICA 1e3BMEM K paHe y cebs Ha npeanieybe, 3aTeM - K njevy, rae
Ha KYPTKY Y Hero 6bii1 HalWmnT KN0YOK BOJIYbEN LUKYpPbI, 3HaK naeMeHn Bonka. U
APO>KaLMM roJsIocoM NPOU3HEC KNATBY:

- KpoBbto CBOEW, YHTO Ha 3TOM HOXXe, U AyLlaMyu CBOMMUN, BCEMU TPEMS, KJIAHYCb, YTO
Hanpy CesaweHHyto Fopy. Nnn ympy, nbiTasCb ee OTbICKATh.

- XopoLlo, - BbIAOXHY oTel,. - Xopowo. Tenepb Bce. TONbLKO HAaHECU MHE Ha INLLO
3Haky CMepTu 1 noToponuck. Measedsb... yxxe 6113Ko.

Topak No4YyBCTBOBAJ1 Ha rybax coneHble ciie3bl U CEPANTO CMAaxHY UX PYKON.

- Y MeHs oxpbl HET, - NnpobopMoTasn OH.

- Bo3bmMu MoOl10.



Kak B TyMaHe, TopaK OTbICKaJl MaJIEHbKUA pe3HOW hJIaKOH U3 pora oJieHs, HeKoraa
NPUHaANEeXXaBLWMN ero MmaTepun, BbITPAXHYJT Ha Naf0Hb YepHYo AyOOBYIO 3aTbIYKY,
BbICbIMNaJsl HEMHOIO MOPOLLKA KPaCHOM OXpPbl U... BAPYT 3amMep.

- 9 He Mory, - NPU3HAJCS OH.

- Moxelwb. Pagn meHs.

Coep>xuBas pbigaHnsa, Topak CMOYUA MOPOLLOK CJIIOHOW, MPAMO Ha Sla0HX 3aMeLlan
rycTytlo Kaluumuy - Bla>kHas oxpa 6bls1a NoxoxXa Ha TEMHO-KPACHYH KPOBb 3€MJIN - U
HapUCOBaN Ha KOXKE OTLA MaJIeHbKNE KPaCHbIe KPYXKKWN; 3TU KPY>XXKWN OOSIKHbI MOMOYb
AylwaMm y3HaTb ApYyr Apyra 1 oCcTaTbCSA BMecTe nocjie cMepTu Tena.

BHavane oH 04eHb OCTOPOXKHO CHs € oTua 6alMaky n3 wkypbl 606pa 1 Ha KaXkaomn
ero NnaTKe HapuCoBaJ MO KPY>XKY, MOMETMB ero TesecHyto aylly. 3aTeM rnocTaBu
KPY>XOK Haf cepaueM, obo3Havyme Aywy nnemeHun. CaenaTb 3TO 0OKa3asoCb HEMPOCTO
- MeLasn CTapbIi WpaM, Tak YTO Ha rpyan y oTua NMOJTyYUIICS HE KPYXKOK, a
KpuUBOBaTbIN oBasl. Ho Topak Hafesncsa, YTo conaeT u 3ToT.

A HakOHeL, OH caefian Camylo Ba)KHY0 OTMETUHY: KPY>XOK Ha nby, obo3HayvaBLIMiA
HaHyak oTua, ero BHelwHOW aywy. K 3Tomy BpeMeHun Topak bbin y)ke He B cuiax
cOepXXnBaTb Ce3bl, pyybeM nobexkasLuune no LeKam.

- Tenepb MHe ny4uwe, - npowenTan oTel, HO TopakK 3aMeTu - 1 y)Kac CKanl eMy
cepaue, - 4TO NyAbCMpyloLlas XNJKa Ha wee y oTua bbeTca Bce cnabee.

- Tbl He MOXeLb yMepeTb! - BCKpu4yan oH. - He moXxewb!

OTeu MoCcMOTpeN Ha Hero A40JIrMM TOCKJINBbIM B3 /1940M.

- 9 He ocTaBno Tebq, oTeu, ...

- Topak. Tel gan knatey. - OTewy nomonyan. - Bce. BosbMu cebe... poXKOK € oxpon. MHe
OH B6oNblUe He Hy>XXeH. A Tenepb NpPUHECKU BOAbI U3 Py4Ybs U Cpa3y e yXOaM.

Topak nowapwua cpean BeTok, Ho BypatoK AJ18 BOAbl OKa3aJiCs pa30pBaHHbIM B
KJ104bs. «HM4Yero, - pewnn oH, - 1 COPBY JINCTOK KOHCKOIO LLI@aBesns MOKPYNHEN 1



NpuHeCy oTuy HannTbCA. A NiakaTb 6osblie HM 3a 4TO He Byay». U, cnoBHO
npukasbiBas cebe He NnakaTb, 60bHO HafaBWA Ha rnasa KyJakaMmu.

OH BCTanN, CO6I/Ipa$|Cb bexxaTb K Py4bilOo, N TYT yCJiblllalJl, KaK OTel CHOBa rnpoLwienTal
ero nms.

- YTo, oTey? - obepHyncsa K Hemy Topak.

- MoMHW. Korga oxoTuwbCA, BCcerga cMoTpu, 4To y Tebsa csaau. 4... Bcerga
HanoMmuHan Tebe 06 aToM. - Cnabas ynbibka TpoHyna rybel otTua. - A Tbl Bcerga... oo
3ToM 3abbiBan. OXOTHUK O0/IXKEH 3HAaTb, YTO Y HEro 3a CAMHOW. Tbl MOHAN?

Topak KuBHY. N Toxe nonbiTancsa yablbHyTbCs. A MOTOM onpoMeTbio bpocuics
CKBO3b MOKpPbI€ ManopoOTHUKN K pyYblo.

CBeT/ieno. B 4yncTtom Bo3ayxe pasnMBananuCh yTpeHHME apoMaThl. 1 moBcoay BOKpPYr
KPOBOTOYMAN N3PaHEHHble MeaBeAeM OEePEBbs, POHSS HA 3eMJI0 CBOK 30/1I0TUCTYHO
KPOBb-CMOJy. A IyXN MOKaJlIeYeHHbIX OePEBbEB TUXOHbKO CTOHanAM oT 6onun noAa
YTPEHHUM BETEPKOM.

Topak nogbexxkan K pyybto. Hag rycTbiMy nanopoTHUKaMU Mbla TYMaH; MBbl Makanu B
TEMHYI0 XOJIOAHYI0O BOOY CBOU AJIMHHbIE Masblbl. BbICTPO ornageswmncs, Topak copsan
CaMbI KPYMHbIN INCT KOHCKOrO WaBesa 1 WarHya K BoAe, TYT XXe YBA3HYB B MATKOMN
KpaCHOWN rnHe.

W sopyr 3amep.

Bo3ne npaBon HOI'M OH yBMUaesn oTne4d4aTok I'IGpG,EI,HGVI Narnbl MeaBenA. LIy,EI,OBI/ILLI,HbIIZ
cnepn 6bin Pa3a B OBa B6onblLle rosnosbl Topaka n coecem cBeXxun; 6b1nm BUOHbI gaxke
rny60K|/|e AMKW, roe CTpallHble OJINHHbIE KOI'TU I'J'Iy6OKO BOLLJI B 3€MJIIO.

OrnAHNCL, TOPAK!

OH pe3ko obepHycs.

MBbl. Onbxa. Enn.



N HnMKakoro megsens.

Cepaue rnyxo yoapwuso B rpyau.

C cocefHel BETKM C/IeTesl Ha 3eMJ1I0 BOPOH - Mafb4ynK Aaxke noAnpbirHy oT
HEOXXWOAHHOCTU. BOPOH, C/TIOXKMB XKECTKNE YepHble KPbl/ibsA, BHUMATENbHO NOCMOTPEN
Ha Topaka rnasamun-6ycrmHamm, TPSAXHYJ FOSI0OBON, KOPOTKO KAaPKHY 1 NosieTesn npoyb.

Topak 6bICTPO NOBEPHYJICA B TY CTOPOHY, KyAa, Kak eMy NoKa3aJloCb, YKa3biBaJl
BOPOH.

TeMHble cTBObI TUCOB. O6BUCLLIME enoBbie Nanbl. [ycTas, HeMpoxoanmas valla.

Ho B rnybuHe 3Ton Yallum - B AeCATU Warax oT Hero, He 6onee, - BETKU eBa 3aMeTHO
LeBeNIbHYNNCb. TaM SIBHO KTO-TO 6bi1! KTO-TO OFpOMHBIN...

Topak nonbiTancs B3AoXHYTb cBoboaHee, coep>xaTh pasberaswimecs B NnaHUKe
MbICJIN, HO Pa3yM OTKa3blBasiCs eMy NOBMHOBATbLCS.

OTeu BCcerga BHyLlana eMy, 4TO r1laBHOe B MeABene - ero crnocobHoCTb ABUraTbCS
coBeplUeHHOo becllyMHO. MenBeab MoXXeT ciieanTb 3a Tobon, Haxoasacb oT Tebsa B
NEeCcaTU Wwarax, Ho Tbl 06 3TOM HUKOr A He goragaewbes. OT MeaBeas HET 3alUThI.
Tbl He MOXXeLLb 6exaTb bbicTpee, 4em OH. He MoXellb B306paThbCs Ha AEePEBO BhILLE,
4YeM OH. B 0IMHOYKY C HUM HU 3a YTO He CcnNpaBUTbCA. HO MOXXHO, rOBOpWA OTel,
N3Yy4YNTb €ro NOBaAKM N NONbITAaTbCsA YOEeANTb ero, 4To Thl AJ19 HEr0 - HE yrpo3a U He
nobblya.

Topak 3acTaBun ceba CTOATb COBEPLUEHHO HemMoABUXKHO. «TOJIbKO He berun, - TBepau
OH cebe. - He 6ern. Bo3aMo>XXHO, OH 1 He 3HAEeT, YTO Thl 3[&Cb».

Tuxunin wopox. CHoBa LWeBesbHYJINCb BETBU.

Topak 3aTann abixaHne. U ycabliwan, 4To XXYTKasa TBapb OCTOPOXXHO ABWHYNACb B
CTOPOHY UX Wanawa. Tyna, roe oteun,!

Topak, 3aCTbIB KakK U3BasHUe, ) aas, Korga 3sepb otongeT noganslue. «Tpyc! -
3BEHEeJI0 Y Hero B ywax. - Tbl fan eMy YWUTWU, Tbl Aa>ke He NonbITasacsa nperpagnTb eMy



nyTb U cnacTu oTual»

«Ho pa3Be Tbl cMOr 6bl OCTAHOBUTb €ro?» - Bo3pa3ni B Aylle KaKoW-TO TUXUN
rosiocok. Buaumo, Topak eLlie He COBCEM yTpPaTWA CNOCOOBHOCTb MbIC/INTb Pa3yMHO.
«OTel, 3Han, 410 Tak n byaeT. IMeHHO No3TOMY OH K Nocnan Tebs 3a Bogon. OH
4YyBCTBOBaJI, YTO MeaBeab O6/IM3KO, YTO OH YXKe UAET 3a HUM...»

- Topak! - poHecca 4o Hero UK Kpuk otua. - bern!

C nepeBbeB pPa3oM COPBAJIOCb HECKOJILKO BOPOHOB. Yallla HaMoIHMAACh CTPALLUHbIM
PEBOM; peB NMOBTOPSJICH, CTAHOBAChL BCe rpoMye, U TopakKy Ka3anocb, 4TO OT 3TOro
peBa rosioBa y Hero packasbiBaeTcs...

- OTeu! - NPOH3UTENIbHO BCKPUKHY 1 OH.

- berun!

N cHoBa Jlec cogporHyncsa. N cHoBa pa3nanca Kpuk otua. N sopyr obopsancs...

TopaK CyHYy/1 B pOT KyJiak.

OH BMOen CKBO3b AepeBbs, Kak Haf pa3BaJiMHaMM UX Wasnawa MesibKHYyJla OrpoMHas
TeéMHasA TeHb.

MoTom noBepHysics u nobexxan.

(naBa 2

C Tpyaoom npobumBLLNCE CKBO3b 3apOC/IN OJbXW, TOpak yrnas Ha KOJIEHN B KaKON-TO
6010TNCTON HU3MHKE. Had HUM WenTasncb BCTPEBOXXEHHbIE €ro CTPEMUTESIbHbLIM
6erctesom 6epesbl, 1 OH MOJ14a MOJIMA UX He BblAaBaTb €ro Measento.



PBaHyl0 paHy Ha pyKe »IJ10 Kak OrHeM, Aa 1 NoBpexxAeHHble yaapoM o0 aepeBo pebpa
cunbHo 6onenun, Ho NepefoxHyTb Topak He nocMen. Beab B Jlecy nosiHO rnas. OH
TONbKO NpeacTaBun cebe, Kak 3TOT MeABeAb FOHUTCA 3a HUM, N TyT e nobexan ewle
ObICTpee.

N HeBONILHO BCNYrHY/ MOIOA0ro kabaHa, UCKaBLUero 3eMJifiHble KallTaHbl. Topak Ha
xony npobopMoTan N3BUHEHUSA, XXenasa npeaynpeanTb BO3MOXXHYIO aTaky, u KabaH,
pasfpa>KeHHO XPIOKHYB, Aasl eMy NpouTH.

Pocomaxa 3/106HO ocKanunach, CIOBHO MNPUKa3biBas Majlb4ynllKe Oep)XXaTbCs
nofanblie, n Topak ToXe 0CKaJINIICSA B OTBET C CaMbliM CBMpPENbLIM BUAOM - Bellb
POCOMaxu MOHMMAIOT TOIbKO S3bIK Yrp0o3. 3Ta, BO BCAKOM CJly4yae, AENCTBUTESbHO
peLnna, 4YTo OH el YrpoXKaeT, 1 3a/e3/1a NoBbille Ha AepeBo.

Hebo Ha BOCTOKE CTaJio CePbIM, KaK BOJIYbS LWIKYpa. Baoanu cnbilanock BopyYaHue
rpoMa. Ha ¢hoHe rpo3oBoi Ty4n 3eneHb AepPeEBbLEB Ka3aslaCb COBEPLUEHHO
N3yMpPYAHOW. «A B ropax-To JIMBEHb, - MUMOX0A0M NogyMan Topak. - Hago onacaTbcs
OMOJI3HEN N HABOAHEHU».

OH 3acTasnsan cebs aymatb 06 3TOW onacHOCTK, 4TOObl OTOrHaTb CTPax, 4TO BAagen
ero aywomn. Ho HM4yero He nNomoraso; oH cHoBa 6pocusnica bexxaTb.

HakoHeL, ronog BbiHy AW €ro 0CTaHOBUTLCSA. MeLlKOM CBaJIMBLUUChL Ha 3eMJI0 Y
KopHel 6onbloro ayba, oH NoOVCKaa y3es0K C 4o - 1 3aCTOHa OT oropyeHus. Egbl-
TO OH He 3axBaTua! A Tenepb CJINLLKOM Mo34HO ObIN10 BCMOMUHATL 00 aKKypaTHOM
CBSI3Ke BSAJIEHOro Msica, 3abbITOM UM Yy Pa3opeHHOro wanatla.

«Hy n gypak »e Tbl, Topak! - pyran oH ceb4. - Hago e 6b1J10 HATBOPUTb CTOJIbKO
rnyrnocTen B NepBbIN Xe AeHb CBOEeN CaMOoCToATesIbHOM XN3Hn! N ceoero
oAWHOYecTBa...»

HeT! 2To npocTo HeBO3MOXXHO! Pa3ee mor oTewl bpocnTb ero? Yntum Hascerga?

Topak NOAHSN FOJIOBY U MOCMOTPE Ha TPeneLlyLLyo Nod BETPOM TEMHO-3e/EHYI0
nncTey Ayb6a. JINCTbA WEeNTalnCb 0 CBOUX TallHaX, He )efas NocBALWaTh B HUX
KaKoro-To Majb4yuLlKy.



Bnepsbie B XX13HM TOpak oCTancsa coBeplieHHO oanH. OH 6onbLue He YyBCTBOBas cebs
yacTbto Jleca. EMy Ka3anocb, 6yaTo ero BHeLWHAS Aylla pa3opBaia Ty HUTb, 4TO
CBA3blBaJia ee C AyLwaMm BCexX NMpoYnx XX1BbIX CYLLECTB: epeBbeB N NTUL, OXOTHUKOB
N On4un, pekn n ckan. HUKTo BO BCeEM CBeTe He 3HaJl, 4To OH, Topak, cenyac
4yBCTBYET. /I HUKTO He XOoTes1 3TOro 3HaTb.

Bonb B paHEHOW pyKe 3acTaBWJla €ro 0OTBAE€YbCSH OT FOPbKNX MbICsien. 3 MeloyKka C
LenebHbIMM TpaBaMn N KOPEHbSIMU OH BbITaLLW NOCNEOHUNA KYCOK 6epecTbl U1
HaJI0XKNJ Ha NpeanseYybe XeCcTKyo MoBsa3Ky. [NoTom 3acTaBmn cebsa BCTaTh,
OTTOJIKHYTbCS OT CTBOJM1A Ayba n ornageTbes.

OH BbIpOC B 3TOW 4YacTu Jleca. 3gecb eMy BblsIN 3HAKOMbI KaXKAabl XONIM, Ka)Kaas
nonsdHa. YyTb 3anagHee, B foJIMHe, NpoTekana KpacHaa Boga, camwkomM mMenkas,
4TO6bI MJIbITL MO HEN Ha NOAKE, HO JIOBUTb B HEN pbiby, ocobeHHO BeCHON, Korga
Nococh wen B Mope Ha HepecT, 6b1710 04HO YO0BOIbCTBME. Ha BOCTOK, BMJIOTb A0
camon rpaHuubl ¢ TemHon Yawen, NpoCcTMpaancCh 3aUTble COTHLEM pPOLLK C
nossiHamu, rae 6bi10 NOJIHO OPEXOB U Aro4, a OCEHbIO HarysmBasaa XMUPOK AnNYb. A Ha
tore pacKMHysncCb 6010TUCTbIE NYCTOLWWK, 3apOoCLUMe MXOM, rge 3MMon Nacanch
CeBepHble 0JIEHWU.

OTeL, roBopwsi, 4TO CaMoe Jlyyllee B 3[elIHNX MecTax - 3To besnoabe.
HencTBuTenbHO, 34ecb peako 6biBasin OXOTHUKN U3 ApYrux nneMmeH. Pasese 4To nopon
3abpenanu noan n3 nnemeHu Mebl, obuTasLlero Ha 3anage, y Mops, Wan 13 10XKHOro
nnemeHun MagoKn, HO HAN Te HU APYyrie HUKOrAa Hado/ro B UX Kpasix He
3a4epXunBanncb. OHM NMPOCTO LM CBOUM NYyTEM, 0XOTSACb CBOOOAHO, Kak 1 BCe B
Jlecy, n na)ke He Nofno3peBas, 4To 1 TopakK C OTLLOM TOXXE OXOTATCSA Hernoganeky.

[lo cux nop Topak HMKOrda He 3a4aBaJiCsd BOMPOCOM, No4YeMy 3To Tak. Beab oHU Tak
XKW BCerga: BABOEM C OTLIOM, BAA/M OT APYrux rnjemeH. Ho Tenepsb, BNepBbIe B
XKWU3HW, eMy BAPYr CTPACTHO 3aX0TeJI0Cb OKa3aTbCs cpeaun noaein. 3axoTenochb
KPUKHYTb, M03BaTb Ha NMOMOLb...

Ho oTeu npegynpenun, 4To eMy cinefyeT Aep>XaTbCsA OT JIloAen noganblue.

N, Kpome TOoro, KpUKM MOryT NpuBJieYb BHUMaHUE Mensens.

Toro menBepns...



TopaKky CcTano BAPYr Tak CTPALLUHO, 4TO nepexBaTuso ropsio. OH HECKOJIbKO pas3
rnyboko B3O0XHYN 1 cHoBa nobexkasn, Ho Tenepb Hosee pa3MepeHHO U CMOKOWHO,
HanMpPaBNAsCb K CEBEpPY.

Ha 6ery oH noamevan caefbl BO3MOXXHON 0066141, BOT npowen nock. A 3TO NoMeT
3ybpa. A TaM CKBO3b 3apOC/I1M NanopoOTHUKA C LUYMOM MpoaupaeTcs osieHb. [la, noka
4TO MeaBeflo He yaanochb pacnyratb Bcex obuTtaTenen Jleca! Ho TosbKo noka.

A 4TO, ecnu oTeu owmnbanca? Bapyr Bce, 4TO OH roBopu, Bbi10 NpeacMepTHbIM
bpenom?

«TBOWM oTey cymacwenwun!» - gpasHunm Topaka pebaTunwku, Korga neT nNaTb Ha3ang
OHW C OTLOM Xoannm K Mopto Ha exxeroaHbin CoBeT niemMeH. Hnyero xopowero 3To
nyTewecTBME UM He NpuHecno, n otey 6onblie HUKOrga He 6pan Topaka Ha Takne
cobpaHus.

«[oBOPSAT, TBOM OTeL, NPOrJ0TUA OAHY N3 Ayl YMEPLUEro, - Kpu4yaam MaJlb4ynLLKK, -
BOT eMy M NPULLNOCh YNTU U3 nNaemMeHn n nepebuBatbCs Kak MOXeT!»

CemuneTHU Topak CTPALLUHO pa303/mncs. OH 6bl TOYHO MOBUA 3TUX MasbYMLLEK, HO
€ro OKJINKHYJ1 MPOXOAMBLUMA MAMO OTEL, U, OTBEAA B CTOPOHKY, CKa3an, CMesACh:

- He obpalan Ha HUX BHUMaHUS, Topak. OHM 1N caMN HE MOHMMAIOT, YTO rOBOPAT.

N oH 6biN, KOHEYHO, NpaB..

Ho 6bin1 1 OH NpaB HacyeT MenBenn?

Bnepenun 3a gepeBbsaMm Topak 3aMeTus NOJSAHY, 3aJUTYO COJIHEYHbLIM CBETOM, Bbillen
Ha Hee N 3aMep, TOYHO HaJlIeTeEB Ha HEBUOWMMYIO rnperpany, oLlesIOMIEHHbIN XYTKNUM
3arnaxoM pa3JioKeHNA.

Mensenb y>xe nobbeiBan 3geck. 1 Ha HebonbLIOW NoNsAHe Lapuia CMepTh.

Tpynbl 0NneHen BansMCb TOYHO MOJIOMaHHbIe UTPYLUKW. HM oanH NafanblinK He
OCMENNACA MOXKNBUTLCA 3TON Aobbl4en. Haa MepTBbIMU XXUBOTHLIMU AaXKe MYyX He
OblJ10 BUOHO.



Hukorpa euwe Topak He BUAes, YToObl TaKOW OXOTHUK, Kak MeaBelb, CTOJb
6e3>xanocTHo obowencs co ceoen aobbiven. HopmManbHbIN MeaBeab cCnepBa canpaeT
CO CBOEW XXepPTBbl LUKYPY, MOTOM NOXXUPAET BHYTPEHHOCTU N 3a4HIO0 YaCTb TyLUM, a
OCTasIbHOE MPSAYET NPOo 3amnac, U y HEero He nNponagaeT A4apoM HU Kyco4dka. Ho aToT
3Bepb yOMBasa He NOTOMY, YTO XOTEN eCTb: OH elBa JIN XOTb pPa3 KYCHYN KaXkayo
Tywy. HeT, oH ybuBan, NnoOTOMYy 4TO eMy HPaBUIOCb YOMBaTh.

Y Hor Topaka nexxan MepTBbIN OJIEHEHOK; C MaJIeHbKNX KOMbITLEB eLle He ycnena
OCbINaTbCS BbICOXLUAA peyHas rinmHa, - BUAHO, nepen CMepTbio OH MOAXOAU K PYYbiO
HannTbcA. Y Topaka TOWHOTa NOACTYNWUA K ropJly. YTo »Xe 3To 3a TBapb, ecnu
MPOCTO TaK Bblpe3aHO uUesioe cTano? Yto 3To 3a MeaBenb, ecsinm oH ybmBaeT noTexu
pagn?

Topak NOMHWI rnasa Toro Mmeaseas - oH, NpaBaa, BUAEsN UX N1Lb MelbKOM, HO
Ternepb y>Xe HUKOrga He CMoXeT ux rno3abbiTb. HUKoroa npexae emy He 40BOAMIOCH
BUAETb Takux rnas. B ux rnybuHe ceeTuiocb 04HO-eAUHCTBEHHOE YYBCTBO:
beckoHe4YHas 3n106a. beckoHe4YHas HEHABUCTb KO BCeMy XMBOMY. Ha Topaka Torga
TOYHO FASIHYT 06XKUraLWNIA, CMEPTOHOCHBIN Xaoc MIHoro Mupa.

HeT, KOHe4HO e, oTel, bbi1 NpaB. HUKaKom 3To He MeaBedb. 3TO 37101 AyxX. U oH
byneTt ybuBaTb n ybnBaTb 6€3 KOHLa, NOKa He yMpeT 1 caMm Jlec.

«HO KTO e MO)XeT Cpa3nTbCA C TaKUM Yynosuem?» - nymas Topak. To n geno
CMOTbIKaACh, OH CTapancsa ynTn nogasblue OT CTPALLIHOW NONSAHbLI. «9TOro Measeas
HUKOMY He ofoNneTb!» - Tak cKa3an oTeu. Hey)xenu 3To 3Ha4uT, 41O JleCc NnpuroBopeH?
N noyemy nmeHHO oH, Topak, Ao/KeH uckaTb CBAleHHYto opy, roe obutaeTt
Benuknin Oyx? A Beab 3Ty FOpy HUKTO U HUKOrga He MOr OTbICKATh...

N TyT )Ke B yliax ero npo3By4as rosioc otua: «Tebe noMo)eT NpoBOXKaTbIN».

Kakoin NpoBo>XaTblin?

Bckope Topak CHOBa 04YTWJICA B rycTol Yale. OH y)xe cHoBa bexxarn.

Bexxan, 6exan... bexkan, Noka HOrM He OTKa3aaucb CNYXNTb emMy. N1 TaM, y NOAHOXUSA
KaKoro-T1o xoJima, nopocLiero rycrtbiMm jjecom, oOH HN4KOM PyXHYyJ1 Ha 3eMJIiO,
COBEPLUIEHHO JINWNBLWNCL CUJT N TAXKEJIO Abllla.



HemMHoOro oTabliWwaBLLNCG, TOpak OWYTUA HEBLIHOCUMbIN FosioA. OH C/INLLKOM OaBHO el
B MocaeaHU pa3 1 CINWKOM gosro 6exan. Ml mnoyemMy e oH, rayneu, He
OCTaHOBWJICA YYTb paHblUe N He NOACTPEeNn Kakyt-Hnbyab Anyb?

N TyT BOPYr 0O HEro A4OHeC/INCb KU3-3a X0JIMa Kakne-To 3BYKN - TO JIn cnaboe
MAYKaHbe, TO 1N MNMNCK.

Topak NpUCAyLaacs: Kakon-TO MasleHbKUA 3BEPEHbILL SBHO 3BaJl CBOK MaTb.

Cepaue Topaka pagocTHoO 3abunock. O, Benukun Nlyx, 6narogapto Tebs 3a 3Ty
nerkyto gobbivy! MNMpu MbICAnM 0 CBeXXeM Msce y Topaka CBOOMUIO0 KULLKK, N eMy Bbino
coBepLUeHHO be3pa3inyHo, Kakon 3Bepb nonageTtcs. OH 6bi1 Tak roN0AEH, 4TO Cben
Obl fa)ke NeTy4yio Mbllb!

Topak npunan K 3emsie n Nonon3 Mexx bepes K BepwnHe xonma. Ceepxy OH yBunaen
Y3KYI0 JIOLLMHY, MO KoTopown bexxana ManeHbkKasa bbicTpasa pedvywka. Peyky oH cpa3sy
y3HaJ: OHa Ha3blBaslacb bbicTpada Boaa. HyTb ganblie oT 3TUX MECT, K 3anafy, OHU C
OTLOM yCTpauBaan N1IeTOM CTOSHKY, 3aroTas/iMBas TaM JIbIKO A1 BepeBOK. Ho cenyac
3HaKOMble MeCTa Nnoka3asncb TopaKy COBCEM Yy)XUMWU. 1 OH He cpa3y MOHAN novyemy.

3a AeHb A0 3TOro € rop B JowmnHy obpyLLInacs NOTOK BOAbl, BCE CMbIBasi Ha CBOEM
nyTn. Tenepb BoAa Y>Ke CXJibiIHyJla, OCTaBMB nocsie cebsa BbipBaHHbIE C KOPHEM
KYCTapHWKN N NOBaJsieHHble AepeBLa, ONyTaHHbIE MOKPOM TpaBon. MoToK pa3pywunn
TakK>Xe BOJ14be JIOr0BO, HAaXoAMBLUEECS Ha MPOTUBOMOJIOXKHOM KOHLLE JIOLWWHbI. TaMm,
BO3J1€ OFPOMHOI0 KPacHOro BaJslyHa, Bajii/iMCb Tena ABYX B3POC/bIX BOJIKOB.
YTOHyBLUME BOJIKWN CTann 6ypbiMu OT BOObI U FPSA3K U N3[4aNN HAarNnoMUHaAN CNSALWero
3ybpa. Pagom B rinybokon ny>xe niaasanan Tesa Tpex Bosyar.

A Bo3ne NYy>XXu cnpen ‘-IeTBeprIVI BOJIHOHOK M Be€Cb OpPOXKaJl.

BOJIHOHKY, NMOX0XKe, He UCMOJIHUJIOCh eLle U TPexX MecsLEB; OH Obls1 TOLWEHbKNM,
MOKPbI N TUXOHbKO »aJioBaJica camoMy cebe, cnabo noBmusrmneas.

Topak B34POrHyN. 3TN TUXne »XanobHble 3BYKWN BAPYI Bbi3BaJiIn B €ro gyue

YONBUTEJIbHbIE BOCIMTOMNMHAHUA: XKapPKad YepPHada WEPCTb, TerJilad TbMa, rycroe
XXNPpHOE MOJIOKO; MaTb, TLWAaTeJIbHO BblJIN3biBatloLlaA €ro... a 4Ybn-To KPOXOTHbIE
KOIroTKu UapanatoT ero, U 4bn-1o MaJieHbKne MOKpbl€ HOCbI TbIHyTCA B JIMLUO, U



MyLWNCTble ManbilWn KapabkatloTcA Ha Hero, HOBOro M CaMoro MaaALWero 4jieHa
BO/1YbEN CEeMbM...

370 BuaeHme 6bi10 TOYHO ApKas BCMbllWKa MOJIHUKU. HO 4TO OHO O3Ha4aso?

Manib4nK Kpenye cxKasl pyKosATb OTLOBCKOIr0O HOXa.

«He Ba)KHO, 4YTO O3Ha4aeT 3TOo BUAEeHUe, - CKa3aJs oH cebe. - BuaeHns He nomoryT
Tebe BbXKNTb. EC/in cenyac Tbl He ybbelb 1 He Cbellb 3TOro BOJIYOHKA, 3aBTpa y Tebs
yXXe He XBaTUT CUJ1 OXOTUTbLCA. K TOMY »Ke 3aKOH pa3pewlaeT ybmBaTb faxe
TOTEMHOE XUBOTHOE, 4TObbI cnacTu cebs oT ronogHom cmepTtu. N Tebe 310
NnpeKpacHoO N3BECTHO».

Bo/1YOHOK MOAHAN FOJSIOBY U PacTepsAHHO B3BblJ1.

Topak NPUCAYLIACS - U MOHSAN, YTO XOTES CKa3aTb eMy 3TOT MasbiLl!

OH pake npencTaBuTb cebe He Mor, 4TO COCOBeH NOHUMaTb BOJYUM A3bIK, HO
0Ka3aJ10Cb, 4TO NaMATb XPAHUT CMbIC/1 N 3HAYEHUE STUX MPOH3NTESIbHbIX MPOTAXKHbIX
3BYKOB. OH BCMNOMHWA TO, 4TO KOrga-To 3HaJl.

Ho oTkyga? HeT, 3TO HEBO3MOXXHO!

Emy cTano He no cebe, OH BECb ApOXKaJ, C/yLlas BOW AeTeHbIWa. DTN KanobHble
3BYKW MPOHMKaNN eMy NpsiMo B cepaue.

«Moyemy Bbl 60/bLLE CO MHOW HE UrpaeTe? - cnpallinBas BOJIHOHOK Y CBOUX MePTBbIX
poauTenen n bpaTtbes. - HeM 9 NPOBUHUACA?»

OH BCe nslakan 1 nnakasn, a Topak cayLan ero naay, u 4To-To Npoby>XaAanock B ero
Aylie. Bopyr ero ropao cTpaHHbIM 06pa3oM HanpAariaock, U rae-Tto rayboko B rpyaun
3apoamacs oTBETHbIN KAn4d. OH C TPYAOM NMOoAaBWA XKeaHne OTKUHYTb FoJIoBY Ha3af
N TOXKEe 3aBbITh.

«4YTO XKe 3T0 Co MHON?» - gyMan Topak. OH 6onblie He owywan ceba ManbynLWKoN,
4esI0BEKOM U3 naemeHn Bosnka, - To4Hee, OH, OCTaBasiCb Ye/I0BEKOM, olyLan cebsa n
KEM-TO eLle: BOJIKOM.



Topak No4YyBCTBOBaJI Ha IMLE NPOXJlafHOE AblXaHMe BeTepkKa.

N B TO )K€ MrHOBEHME BOJIMOHOK NepecTas BbiTb, pe3Ko 0bepHynCs 1 NoCMOTpPes B ero
CTOPOHY. Na3eHKn Manbiwa 6bi1n ewe coBepLleHHO 6eCCMbIC/IEHHBIMU, HO
HACTOPOXXEHHbIE YLIKWN CTOSASIN TOPYKOM, N OH TSAHYJ1 HOCOM, SIBHO MOYYysiB YesloBeKa.

Topak elle HEKOTOPOE BpeMsl CMOTPEJT Ha MaJIeHbKOro BCTPEBOXXEHHOIr0 BOJIYOHKA, a
MOTOM, CKpens cepaue, PelmnTesbHO CXKaJl PYKOATb HOXa U ABUHYJICA BHU3 MO
CKJIOHY X0JIMa.

(naBa 3

Bo/1HOHOK CcOoBepLUEHHO He MOoHUMaJl, 4TO NMPOUCXOANT.

OH obcnepoBan X0/M YyThb Bbille UX JIoroBa, Koraa npuviina 3ta beicTpas Boga. Bona
HaXJIbIHYJla C PEBOM W YHeCs1aCb NpoYb, U BOT Tenepb ero MaThb, oTel, 1 6paThs
NeXXaNln B rpsi3n U He obpalllasiv Ha Hero HUKakKoro BHUMaHus!

32010 40 paccBeTa OH cTan 6yanTb UX, TONKATb HOCOM, MOKYCbIBATb 3@ XBOCT, HO
OHW BCE PaBHO He LeBenuancb. M He n3pasanu HU 3ByKa. M maxam oHU Kak-To
CTPaHHO: Kak gobblya, HO He Ta, 4To yberaeT, a Ta, KOTOpas y>Xe He ObILLNT U
KOTOpPY!O NnoJslaraeTcsa CbecTb.

BONM4YOHOK MPOMOK, 3aMep3 1 04EHb XOTEN eCTb. MHOro pa3 OH NPUHUMANCS NN3aThb
MOpAYy MaTepwu, MPOCs ee: NOXXanyncTa, OTPbIFrHN MHE HEMHOXXKO eflbl, HO MaTb He
obpallana Ha HEro HUKaKoro BHMMaHuUsA. Hy 4To, 4TO OH CHOBa caenan He Tak?

OH 3Has, 4TO POAMTENIN CYNTAIOT €ro CaMblM HECHOCHbLIM LLIEHKOM B BbiBOAKE. EMy
BEYHO Monajgano, HoO OH HMYero He Mor ¢ cobon nogenaTtb. EMy y)acHo HpaBUIOCh
npoboBaTb BCe HOBOE. A Tenepb Aa)ke Ka3asioCb, YTO POAUTENN YYTOUKY
HecnpaBesIMBbl K HEMY: BOT OH CUAUT Nepen JIOrOBOM, KakK NPUMeEPHbIA JeTeHbIL, U



HWUKTO 3TOro ga>ke He 3amMeyaeT!

MSArko cTynas LWAPOKMMU NlankaMn, BOJTHOHOK noabexkan K nyxxe, rae naaBajn ero
6paTbs, U NMN3HYN CTOAYYIO BOAy. BKyc y BoAbl Obl1 MPOTUBHbIN.

OH Cbes1 HEMHOXXKO TpaBbl U MapoOy4Ky MaykKoB.

MoToM 3agyMalica: 4TO Xe AenaTb Aanblie?

NOHEeMHOry eMy CTaHOBUJI0Cb CTPaLHO. Ml OH, 3aKMHYB roaloBy Ha3af, 3aBbljl. 9TO
HEMHOro pa3BeCcennsio ero: OH BCIOMHWA O Te€X CHACT/INBbIX MUHYTaX, KOrga OHM Tak
XOPOLLO BblJIN BCE BMECTe, BCEW CTaeun.

Ho Ha cepenuHe cBoel 3aMeYvyaTesIbHON NeCHN OH BAPYF YMOJIK, MOYYSIB HYY>)KOro
BOJIKA.

BONHYOHOK TakK pe3Ko obepHyJCA, 4TO Y4yTb He ynaJl, - ero y>xe waTasio oT rojsioaa.
NocTaBMB yLLUM TOPYKOM, OH NOTAHYJ1 HOCOM BO3A4yX. [la, 3To BOMIK! BblNO CNbIWHO, Kak
3TOT BOJIK LUYMHO CNYyCKaeTCs No CKJIOHY X0JIMa C TOW CTOPOHbI, OTKYyZa npuLuia
bbicTpasa Boaoa. BoN14OHOK 4yssi, 4TO 3TO MMEHHO BOJIK, @ He BOJ14MLa, HO eLle He
COBCEM B3pPOC/blA, BOJIK-MOAPOCTOK, U HE U3 UX CTau.

Ho Kakon-TO o4eHb CTpaHHbIW. [MaxHeT Bpoae Obl BOJIKOM, HO U HEBOJIKOM TOXeE: eLle
N ceBepHbIM onieHeM, 1 6naropofHbiM onieHeM, 1 600pOM, U CBEXXeW KPOBbIO, U... YEM-
TO eLle, HO 3TOro 3anaxa BOJIYOHOK MOKa He 3HaJl.

O4eHb, 04eHb CTpaHHO. EC/In TONbKO... eC/i TOJIbKO 3TOT HEBOJIK HA CaMOM ferne
HaCTOSALNA BOJIK U MPOCTO CbeJ1 Cpa3dy O4eHb MHOIO BCSAKON A06bI4YN 1 Teneps.b,
KOHEeYHO e, [acT noecTb U eMy, MasblLly!

[po>xa OT HeTeprneHns, BOTYOHOK BUJISAN1 XBOCTUKOM U NOBU3rMBan.

N TyT CTpaHHbIN BOJIK BAPYr OCTAaHOBWJICS, @ MOTOM CHOBA MNoLles K HEMY HaBCTpeyy.
BO/TYOHOK BUAEN MOKa HE CJIMLLIKOM XOPOLLO - 3peHMe ero eLle He ycnesio cTaTb CTOJb
>Ke OCTpbIM, KaK HIOX U CNyX, HO, YBUAEB, Kak HeE3HaKOMeLL C N1eckoM nepebupaeTcs
yepes bbicTpyto Boay, OH MOHAM, 4TO 3TO AENCTBUTENBbHO 04eHb CTPAHHbIN BOJIK.



Bonk wen Ha 3agHMX nanax. Ml YyepHas WwepcTb Y HEro Ha rosioee 6bisia Takom
OJIMHHOW, 4YTO Najana Ha nne4yun. Ho camoe yamBuTenbHoe - y Hero He 6b1s10 xBocTa!

N BCe Xe ronoc y Hero 6b1s1 Kak y BoJsika. OH TUXO0 U ApYy>XetobHO NpoBopYan €
NnoABbIBOM NMPUMEpPHO cneaytollee: «He 6onca, g - opyr». 3To obHaaeXnBasno, XoTA
CaMble BbICOKME HOThbl 3TOMY BOJIKY IBHO HE [AaBajluCh.

Ho 4To-TO B HEM ObI10 He Tak! [la)ke ero gpyxesntobHoe BoOpYaHUe He MOrJio CKPbITb
3aTaeHHYI0 Hanpsa>XeHHOCTb. Ul Ka3anock, 4TO, XOTb 3TOT CTPaAHHbLIN BOJIK U
ynbibaeTcs, Ha camMoM fgene ynbibaTbCa eMy COBCEM He XO4eTCs.

PagocTHble NpnBETCTBUSA BOTHOHKA CMEHUJINCb PAaCTEPSAHHbBIM XHblKaHbEeM:

«Tbl 4YTO X€e, OXOTULWbLCA HAa MeHA? Ho novemy?»

«HeT, HeT», - ycnbllan OH B OTBET BCE TO Xe Apy>kesitobHoe BopYaHue.

A NOTOM CTpaHHbIA BOJIK BAPYI NepecTas pa3roBapmBaTb C HUM MO-BOJ4YbU 1 MOJI4a
OBUHYJCSA MPSAMO Ha Hero.

Bon4oHOK, canwkom ocnabesumnm, 4Tobsbl yﬁe)KaTb, MCcnyraHHO rnonAaATuMiCA.

CTpaHHbIIZ BOJIK MPbITHYJ1, CXBaTWJ €ro 3a WKUPKY N noaHAJ1 BbICOKO Ha 3eMnen.

Bucsa B BO34yXxe, BOJIMOHOK BCe Xe cnabo n 3anckmearoLLe NOBUIAS XBOCTUKOM.

A CTpaHHbIN BOJIK BAPYI 3aMaxHYJ/1ICs CBOEeW BTOpoW nepenHen nanov n 60aHoO
KOJIbHYJ1 BOJIHOHKA B XXMBOT OFPOMHbIM 1 6/1eCTAWNM XON0OHbIM KO TEM.

BOTYOHOK MUCKHY, OCKaJIUACA OT y>Kaca U UCnyraHHo noa»xas XBOCT.

Ho n CTpaHHbII7I BOJIK, Ka3aJl0Cb, TOXXe ncnyrancsd. Ero nepegHue nansl 3agpoxxkanu;
OH TA>XeNOo Ablal U CKaJ1nn 3y6b|. M BONYOHOK MOYysAsl, 4TO M 3TOr0 BOJIKA
ongoJsieBatdOT 0O AMNHOYEeCTBO, HepelWwnTe/IbHOCTb U bonb.



BHe3arnHo OH Cy4OPOXXHO B30XHYJ1 U PE3KO OTHA CBOW 60/bLLOK KOrOTh OT XXUBOTA
BOJIYOHKA. A MOTOM MJILOXHYJICA NPAMO B IFPsi3b M NPUXXaa Masbllla K Fpyau.

Bon4oHOK TyT »e no3abbin 0 cBOMX CTpaxax. [lod cTpaHHOW, NULWIEHHON LWEePCTHr
LKYpPOWN, NaxHyBLlen 60/blle HEBOIKOM, YEM BOJIKOM, OH CJiblLLas 3HAaKOMbIW
YCNOKOUTENIbHbIN CTYK - TOYHO TaKOW XXe, KaKo OOHOCUICA U3 rpyan oTua, Korga
BOJTYOHOK 3abupanca Ha Hero, HamepeBasiCb COCHYTb.

BONYOHOK BbICKOJ/Ib3HY1 U3 06BbATUIA CTPAHHOIO BOJIKA, BCTa1 Ha 3a4HME nans.l,
NONIOXXKNB NepeaHne eMy Ha rpydb, U NPUHSANCS BbIIN3bIBaTb €ro0 Mopay.

CTpaHHbIIZ BOJIK CEPANTO OTTOJIKHYJ1 BOJIYOHKA N ynasa Ha CNHY. HO BONTYOHOK He
ncnyrazncd, a cen pAaAnobilUKOM U CTaJl Ha HEro CMOTPETb.

«Kakad BCe-TakKn y Hero cTpaHHasa njaockaa mopaa! - aAyman BONIHOHOK. - W coBceMm
be3 wepcTtu! N rybbl He YepHble, Kak NoslaraeTcs, a Kakme-To bnegHble; 1 ywn Toxe
6nenHble N COBCEM He ABUralOTCA. 3aT0 rnasa cepebpuncto-cepble, NOJIHbIE CBETA:
rna3a HacTosLWero BoJKa».

Bo/1YOHOK BnepBble C TeX Nop, Kak npuiinia beicTpas Boga, noyyBcTBOBaNA cebs
3HaunTeNbHO ny4yuwe. OH Hawen cebe HoBoro HpaTa.

Topak Obln CTpallHO 301 Ha camoro cebsa. Hy no4emy oH He yb6ua 3Toro Bos1HOHKaA?
Y10 OH Tenepb BypeT ecTb?

BOMIYOHOK cnierka NoATOJIKHY1 €ero HOCOM B 60K, U OH Aa)ke BCKPUKHY oT 60/ B
n3paHeHHbIX pebpax.

- Youpawncsa! - 3aopan Topak n HOrOM OTANXHY BOJIHOHKA. - Tbl MHE HE HY>KeH!
NMoHaANn? Kakon MHe oT Tebs npok? Yxoau!

OH n He noaymMalJi roBOpnTb 3TO MO-BOJI4YbW,; OH Y>Xe AOoragascsd, 4HTo Kak csieayeT
roBOpPMUTb Ha 3TOM A3blKe HE YMEET N 3HAET JINLLUb HECKOJIbKO CaMbIX MPOCTbIX
OBV>XEHUN fa Koe-Kakue MHToHauun. Oa4HaKo BOJTHOHOK OT/IMYHO ero noHsa. OH
oTbexan B CTOPOHY, NMNOTOM CHOBa Cej1 N C Hagexaown nocMoTpes Ha Hero, MeTA Mo
3eMJie XBOCTOM.



Topak NOAHANCA, U OT roJsiofa BCe Tak M NOMNJbIIO Yy Hero nepeg rnasamu. Ecnm s
camoe 6nmxanilee BpeMs OH He HaNAET HUKAKOW MULLN, eMY KOHel,.

OH nopbickan 6bino no 6epery pekn, HO TaM BblIM TONbKO BOJIYbU TPYMbl, U OHU YXe
TaK CUJIbHO BOHSAIN, YTO Aa>kKe AyMaTb O HUX BbIJI0O NPOTUBHO. TOpaka 0XBaTUIO
oT4yasaHume. CosiHUEe y)Xe caauiochb. Kak e nocTynuTb? YCTPOUTBLCH Ha HOYJIer NpsmMo
3pecb? A ecnu megBenb? YTo, ecnm TOT MeaBeb, MOKOHYMB C OTLLOM, Ternepb npuaeT
3@ HUM?

No4vyBcTBOBaB HONE3HEHHbIN YKON B cepaLle, oH Benen cebe: «He cmen gymaTtb 06
oTue! lyman o ToM, Kak bbiTb ganblie. Ecnn 66l MeaBenb B3gymasn npecnenoBaTb
Tebs, OH faBHO y>Xe 6bin 6bl 3gecb. Tak 4TO, BOSMOXHO, 34eCb Tebe HNYTO He
yrpoxxaeT. o KpanHen Mepe, 00 3aBTpPaLUHEero yTpa».

Tywn BOSIKOB 6bl/IN CANLWIKOM Ts>XKesbl, 4TO6bl TOpak MOr OTTaWUTb UX NoAanbLue, U
OH peLunn yCTPOUTbLCA Yy Tb BbilLe N0 TeYeHuto pekn. Ho cnepea pewmnn nonpoboBaTb
MSICO O4HOI0 U3 MEPTBbIX BOJSIKOB AN HAXKNBKW - BAPYI B JIOBYLLKY KTO-HMOY b
nonapeTtca?

MoCTaBUTb JIOBYLLKY OKa3aJloCb He TaK-TO NPOCTO: HY>KHO Obl10 NognepeTb Nasikon
00/1bLLION NIOCKUN KaMeHb, @ BTOPYIO Masiky YKpPenuTb Tak, 4Tobbl oHa cpaboTana Kak
CMyCKOBOMN MexaHu3M. Ecnm emy noeeseT, HOYbIO Clofga MOXeT NPUNTU ncmua,
npuesieyeHHasa 3anaxoM naganan, u, korga oHa nonpobyeT cTawnTb MACO, ee
npuwnbeTt KamMmHeM. JIncbe MACO - efa, NpaBaa, Tak cebe, HO 3TO BCe Xe Nyylle, YeMm
HU4yero.

Topak Kak pa3 3aKoH4Y1J1 YCTaHaBAMBaTb JIOBYLLKY, KOrga K Hemy nogbexkan
BOJIYOHOK U MPUHANICSA C N0B60NbITCTBOM 0OHIOXMBATb YCTPONCTBO. TOpak CXBaTWU €ro
32 MOPAOYKY U HECKOJIbKO pa3 TKHYJ1 BOJIHOHKa HOCOM B 3eMJI10, MPUroBapuBas:

- Henb3a! Hukorpa He nogxoan K aTomy!

BO/THOHOK OTPAXHYNCA N C 0bV>XKEeHHbIM BMOOM OTOLLEN B CTOpPOHY.

«Hy 1 nyctb obuxxaeTtcs, - noayman Topak. - Obuna Bce-Taku nyylle, YeM CMepPThb».



OH noHwumMan, 4710 6bIN HecnpaBeanB: AJid Ha4aJla, KOHe4YHO, CJ1IeA40BaJ10 PblHaHNEM
npeaynpeaonTb MaJibllla, 4yTObbI TOT oep>Xancqa oT JIOBYLUKW rnogajbllie, a HOCOM B
3eMJII0 TblKaTb HaAo0, TOJILKO eC/i OH He nocaywaeTcsa. Ho Topak CnMwKoM ycTan,
4TObbI TPEBOXUTLCA O TaKNX MYyCTAKaXx.

[a n Cc Kakon CcTaTu oH BoobLLEe A0/KEH NpeaynpeXxaaTb 3TOro BOJIMOHKA? Heyxxenu
OH CTaHeT nepexxnuBaTb, €CJZIN BOJIYOHOK MonageTcs HOYbIO B JIOBYLLUKY N KAMEHb
pPa3Mo3)XUT eMy rosioBy? 1 Kakasa pa3Huua, ymeeT OH, Topak, rOBOPUTb MO-BOJIYbY
NIn He ymeeT? A eC/in flaXKe U yMeeT, TO Kakas eMy OT 3TOro nosb3a?

OH BCTaJl, YyBCTBYS, YTO HOMM NPsSIMO-Taku noarnbatoTcs oT cnaboctu. «3abyab Thbl 06
3TOM BOJIYOHKe! Jlyylle Halan YTOo CbecThb!» - BHyLUAN OH cebe.

Topak C TPYZOM MOAHSCS MO CKJIOHY XOJ/IMa YyThb Bblillie 6O/bLLIOr0 KPacHOro BaJiyHa
N CTaN UCKaTb TaM MOPOLLKY. Ml ToNbKO Torga coobpasu, 4To MOPOLLKa pacTeT Ha
nycTowax v 6osoTax, a He B 6epe30Boit polle, Aa elle U Ha XoaMme. Bnpoyem, ceiyac
BCE PaBHO ObIIO Y>XKE C/INLWIKOM NO34HO A1 MOPOLLIKM.

3aTO OH 3aMeTWuJl, YTO B HECKOJIbKMX MeCTax 3eMJifl NoL AepPeBbAMUN MPAMO-Takun
MOKpPbITa rNMyxapuHbiM noMeTomMm, 1 rnoCtaBn1 B 3TUX MeCTaX HECKOJIbKO CUJIKOB,
HaCKOPO CruieTeHHbIX U3 TpaBbl:. OBe€ LUTYKW NOYTN Ha 3eMJie N ABe Ha o4HOW 13
HUXXHNX BETBEN - Ha TaKNX BETBAX rnyxapu nobaTt cnpeTb. OH MOoCTapalJicd KakK
MO>XXHO Jiy4dlle 3aMaCKNpPoOBaTb CBOU CUJTKN JINCTbAMU U TpaBOVI, 4TOo6bl MTULLI NX HE
3aMeTuJin, N CHOBa BEPHYJICA K peKe.

K co)xaneHuto, pykn y HEro CAMLWKOM AP0XKasn, 4ToObl NbITaTbCA IOBUTbL pbiby C
NMOMOLLbI OCTPOru. Topak peLuns NPoCTO 3aKUHYTb B PEKY HECKOJIbKO JIECOK C
NPUBSA3AHHLIMU K HAM KPHOYKaMU 13 LLUMOB €)XXEBMKWN N KaMellKaMn B KavyecTBe
rpy3us, a NoTOM OBUHYJICA BAONb 6epera BBepx Mo TeYeHUto, HagesiCb HalWTU XOTb
Kakue-Hubyab sroabl UM KopeHbsi. Kakoe-To BpeMS BOJIYHOHOK C/le40Basl 3@ HUM,
NOTOM CeNn 1 CTaN XasiobHO NULLATb, NPOCSA ero BepHYTbCSA. Manbll SIBHO He XOTes
NOKMAaTb CBOK CTalo.

«BoT n xopowo, - nogyman Topak. - Cngn ny4dwe Tyr. 4 COBCEM He X04Yy, 4TObbI Thl
TackKasiCcs 3a MHOW Mo nNATam».

[Toka OH NCKan nponuTaHme, CoJIHUE No4YTn CoBCeM ceno. Bosaoyx ctan xonoaHbiM. Ha
KYpTKe Menkumm 6nectawmmm KanesabKamMmm BelICTYyNMA0 AbiXxaHue Jleca. Ha MuHyTty



TopaKy npuilaia B rojsioBy He CJIMLLKOM OTHET/IMBad MbICJIb O TOM, 4TO CJiegoBaJio Obl
NMOCTPOUTb KaKoe-TO y6e>K|/|u_|,e Ha HO4Yb, a HE UCKaTb Aroabl, HO OH 3TY MbICJ1b
nporHan.

HakoHel Topaky yAanoCb HAWTW FOPCTKY Aron BOPOHUKW, U OH MPOrA0TU NX O4HUM
rNoTKoM. MoTom cobpas HEMHOIO NMepe3pesibix Arofd e>XXeBMKN, 0TbiCKasl No4 KaMHSAMU
HECKOJIbKO YJINTOK, a NoJ, AePeBbAMU - BbIBOAOK »XXENTOBAThIX NoAnyboBUKOB; rpunbsl,
npaBAa, 0Ka3aJIMCb HEMHOIO YePBMBbLIMU, HO HE CJIULLIKOM.

Y>Xe No4YTu B CyMepKax eMy NnoBe3J10: OTbICKasl POCTKN 3eMsAHbIX KalwTaHoB. OcTpon
NajKon OH NPUHANICA OCTOPOXKHO PbIXJINTb 3eMJ1t0 BOKpYr cTebnen, nobmnpasace 0o
HebonbwKnx kKNybeHbKoB. OTKONAaB NepBbI, OH TYT Xe CYHYJ1 ero B poT: BKYC Obin
BOCXUTUTEJIbHbIN, CNafKUA, MOXOXUA Ha BKYC JIECHOIO opexa, HO 3TOro KaybHsa emy
XBaTWNO efBa Ha OAWUH r10TOK. OH CHOBa MPUHAICA KOMNaTb 3€MJII0 U OThICKas eLle
yeTblpe KNybeHbKa - ABa CbeJsl, a ABa OTJIOXKWJT Ha MOTOM.

Tenepb, Korga B xenynke y>e He 6b1s10 Tak NycTo, CUJibl CTan NMOHEMHOrY K HEMY
BO3BpALLATbLCS, HO MbIC/IN MO-NPEXHEMY MyTanncCb. «4TO )Ke MHe BCe-Taku AenaTb
Aanblie? - TWEeTHO NbITancs pelwnTb oH. - W noyeMy MHe Tak TpyAHO AyMaTb?»

Y6exuiie. BOoT 4To HY>XHO. /1 kocTep. A NOTOM - nocnaTb.

Bos4oHOK »XKAan ero Ha nonsHe. lpoxka 1 NoBU3rneas oT pagocTu, oH bpocnnca K
HEeMY C LULMPOKOW BONYbEN YNbIOKON, TO €CTb HE MPOCTO CMOPLLW U NMPUNOAHSAN Ha4
3ybamu BepxHioto ryby, a ynbibancs, kasanocb, Bcem tenioM. OH NpuxKan yLIKK,
CKNIOHUN HaboK ronoBy, 4To BbINO CMA Maxas XBOCTOM, NepecTynan nepeaHnMmn
nankamu, ga<ke rnoanpbirHysa v nepesBepHysiCs B BO3AyXe.

Y TopaKa OT BCeX 3TUX BbIKPYTacCcOB 3aMesibKaJlo B rna3ax, U OH OTBepHyJica. A Kpome
TOro, eMy HY>XHO 6bIJI0 MOCTPOUTL XOTb Kakoe-To ybexuLe.

OH ornagencsa B NoOMCKax BaJieXXHMKa, HO BCe CyXme BeTBU YHEC1I0 MOTOKOM. Topak
Oa>Xe BbIpyrasca: Ternepb npnaeTcs pr6I/ITb HEeCKOJIbKO Mosioablix noberos, ecnu,
KOHEYHO, CJ1 XBaTUT.

BbiTawme n3-3a nosica ToNop, OH nogowen K MmoaoabiM bepeskam 1 B34J1CA 3a CaMylo
TOHKY0. CKoporosopkoin npobopmMmoTas npeanynpexxaeHme ayxy nepesa u
MOCOBETOBAB EMY KaK MOXXHO CKOpee OTbICKaTb cebe Apyroe xunuuie, oOH NpuUHSAICS



pybuTb 6epesky.

Ka3anocb, OH nonas B Kakon-To 6€CKOHEYHbIN TEMHbIN TYHHENb, KOTOPOMY He byaeT
KOHLa. Ka3anocb, OH BCIO XKWU3Hb TOJIbKO TEM N 3aHUMAETCS, 4To pybuT aepesbsa u
obpybaeT c HUX cyybs. Ka3zanocb, Cua He XBaTaeT, Aaxke 4Tobbl Aep)xaTb B pyKax
Tonop. Topak C y>KacoM Buaen, 4Tto cpybun Bcero nmb ABe ToweHbKMe bepeskn u
elle KaKyl-TO COBCEM YX XAJIKYIO esKy.

Ho 3Tum npMLIOCb U OrpaHNYNTbCA.

OH Koe-Kak CcKpenwus CTBOJIbI 6epe30K paclienieHHbIM e210BblIM KOPHEM, CO30aB HEKOe
noaobmne ocHOBbLI 411 HU3EHbLKOI O Wasalla, u Ha6pocan CcBepXy €J210BbIX BEeTBEW, a U3
HECKOJIbKUX €J10BbIX Jlall YCTPOWUN cebe noacTuiky.

Mony4nnock NMjoxXoBaTo, HO OH PEeLUWI, YTO conaeT. Y Hero yxxe He 6b1s10 cun aenaTh
Lasially BTOPYIO KPbILY U3 BETOK JIMCTBEHHbLIX MOPOA Ha CiyYan noxnasa. Ecnm Bce-
TakKu NMONAET O0XOb, EMY NPUAETCSA HAAEesATbCA TOJIbKO Ha CBOW CMaJsibHbIA MELIOoK 1
MOJINTb AyXa PEKWN He NocbllaTb HOBOrO HAaBOAHEHUS: 0Ka3aloCb, 4TO LWanalw Topak
nocTpounn Yyepecyyp 611M3Ko K peke.

CyHyB B pOT eLle 0ANH 3eMISHOW KallTaH, OH OCMOTpPEN MOJIIHKY B MOUCKax TOMNJIMBaA
Ana Koctpa. OQHaKo He ycrnes OH NPOrJoTUTb Pa3XXeBaHHbIN KiybeHb, Kak XXeny oK
CBEJ10 Cya0oporon n ero CTOLWHWIIO.

Bon4YOHOK, B3BU3rHYB OT BOCTOPra, TYT XXe MPOoraoTu UCTOPrHYThin TOpakoM KOMOK
nIun.

«Mo4yeMy 3TO MeHs BAPYr BbIpBano? - yamsuacsa Topak. - Hey>xenu s cben naoxom
rpn6?»

HeT, HN4ero noxo>xero Ha oTpaBsieHne rpubamm oH He YyBCTBOBAJ1. DTO SABHO ObISIO
4yTO-TO Apyroe. OH BeCb B3MOK, ero 6mun 0o3Hob, 1 TOWHOTa BCe HE NPOXOAna, XOTH B
XXenyake y Hero Tenepb onsTb 6b1J10 COBCEM MNYCTO.

N BOpyr B AyLIYy eMy 3aKpasloCb y>KacHoe nogo3peHune. OH CHSAJT NOBA3KY C PaHEHO
PYKW, U CMepPTeJsIbHbIN CTPaxX XO0JIOAHLIMWU NasibLi@MK NOMOA3 No cruHe. PaHa CUIbHO



pacnyxJsa; BOKpYr Hee Bce BblsI0 ApKO-KPaCHbIM, N NaxJlo OT Hee N1oxo. I aake Ha
PacCTOSAHNM YYBCTBOBAJICSA UCXOAALWLNA OT Hee xap. OH Cerka KOCHYJICA PyKW, 1 ero
npaMo-Taku 06oxxrno 6onbto.

PblnaHne BbIpBasoCh Yy Hero us rpyaun. OH 6b1a1 U3My4eH, ronogeH, ucrnyraH, n emy
oT4YasiHHO Heobxoanmo 6bI10 NpUCYTCTBUE OTLA. Beab Tenepb y Hero nossuics
HOBbIV CTpaLUHbIN Bpar: Anxopaaka.

[(naBa 4

TopaKky NpocTo HeobXoaAnmMo ObI1I0 pa3Kedb KocTep. MIHaye eMy HUM 3@ YTO He
nobeanTb B CPaXKeHUM C NNXOPaLAKON, a Beb Ha KOH MOCTaBJ/IEHA CaMa ero XXU3Hb.

OH BbIHYJ1 TPYTHULLY, HO PYKW TPSICSINCb, OH TO U €10 POHST KPEMHU U HUKAK He MOr
BbiC€Y4b UCKPY. OH YyTb JIN He pbl4asl OT OropYeHus, Korga eMy HakoHeL, yas10Cb BCe-
TaKN NMoA)Ke4b KPOLLUEYHYIO FOPCTKY NPUNaceHHoro TpyTa n3 bepecTsi.

Korga KocTep pa3ropescs Kak cnegyeT, Topaka OXBaTu/ Takon 03HOD, 4To Kapa
OMHA OH NOYTU He YyBCTBOBaJ. /1 3BYKN BOKPYr CTasn BAPYr KaKUMU-TO
HeeCcTeCTBEHHO FPOMKMMMU: XYPUYaHNE pPeYKU, yXaHbe COBbI, FOJI0AHOE NOBU3rMBaHme
3TOro HagoenMBOro Bosi4oHKa. MHTepecHo, Nno4YeMy OH HUKaK He yxoaunT? OcTasun
Obl HaKoOHeL, ero B nokoe!

CnoTblkasicb, Topak nobpen K peke: eMy XoTeslocb NUTb. K CH4aCcTblo, OH BOBPEMS
BCMOMHWU NMpeaocTepeXXeHne oTua: HUKOr 4a He HaKJIOHANCA Hal BOOOW CJINLLKOM
HM3Ko! A Korga 60seH, HUKOr 4a He CMOTPU Ha OTpa’keHne B BOOEe CBOEN TesleCHOM
nywn. Ecnu Tel ero yeuanllb, y Tebs Tak CUIbHO 3aKPYXKUTCS FoJ1oBa, YTO Thl
HenpeMeHHO ynajellb B BOAY U YTOHELb.

OH BBOJIO HAaNWJCS, He OTKPbIBas rnas, C TPYAOM MOAHSANCSA U MOTALWMUACA Ha3ad, K
cBoeMy ybexuuty. OH NpsIMO-Taky Nafan oT yCTasIoCTU, HO MOHMMaN: NMpeXxae 4Yem
NIOXKUTbCA CMaTb, HY>KHO MOCMOTPETb, YTO TaM C PYKOW, MHa4e BPsO 1M OH OO0XXUBET



L0 yTpa.

N3 Mewoyka c uenebHbiMM TpaBaMn N KOpeHbAMKN Topak U3BJIEK KYCOYEK CYyXOW
NBOBOW KOPbl U CTapaTesIbHO ero pa3>keBaJsl, 4aBsCb FOPbKUM COKOM. Mony4mBLIytOCS
Kallnuy pa3Ma3sas Mo paHe 1 CHOBa YJIOXKWI pyKy B bepecTaHon nybok. bonbHO 6bino
TakK, YTO OH YyTb He NMoTepsas co3HaHue. Cua XBaTUJI0 TOJIbLKO Ha To, 4T0obbl cOpoCcnTb
6aluMaKku 1 3anoN3TU B CNaJibHbIN MELIOK. BONYOHOK nonbITancs ToxXe Tyaa
3abpaTbCs, HO Topak ero NporHarn.

N, cTy4a 3ybamu B 03Hobe, CTan Tyno CMOTPETb, Kak BOJIYHOHOK crepBa rnogbexxan K
KOCTPY, C NI0OOMNbLITCTBOM 1145 Ha OrOHb, MOTOM MPOTAHYJ LUMPOKYIO CEPYIO Nanky,
OCTOPOXXHO MOTPOraa nMaamMs U TyT XKe C BO3MYLLEHHbIM BU3rOM OTCKOYUJI.

- Huyero, 310 Tebe ypok, - npobopmoTan Topak.

BONYOHOK C HErogoBaHMEM OTPAXHYJICA U yWen KyAa-To BO TbMy.

Topak cBepHyJica B KNybok, batokas paHEeHY PYKYy U C ropeybto AymMasi 0 TOM, Kak
OTBpaTUTENbLHO BCE CKaAblBaeTCs.

B Jlecy oHU XWnn c oTLUOM Bceraa. YcTpanBanu rae-Hnbyab CTOSIHKY, HOYEBaIM Tam
OOHY-ABE HOYM W OTMPABASINCE Aanblie. Topak XOpoLlo 3HaNA NMpaBuia XusHu B Jlecy.
Hukorpa He CKynuchk, ecnn cTponllb cebe xunnuuie. Hukorga He TpaTb 6onbLue cu,
yeM 3T0 Heobxoamumo, Korga aobbiBaewb Nuwy. HMKorga He oTKNaabiBa HagoNro
CTPOUTENIbCTBO XUTNLLA.

A BOT B NepBbIN e AeHb CBOEN CaMOCTOSTEsIbHOWM XXWU3HW OH HapyLLW/ BCe npaBuia
cpa3y! EMy cTano CcTpallHO - 3TO BCE PABHO Kak ecsn bbl OH BAPYT Pasyyvyuics XxoauThb.

310p0BOI pyKOi TOpak KOCHYJICS 3HAKOB CBOEro MJIeMEHU, BbITaTyMPOBaHHbIX Ha
CKYJIaX, OCTOPO>XHO NPOBeJI NasbLieM MO TOHKUM JIMHUAM. TaTYUPOBKY HaHeC eMy
oTel. Korga TopaKy UCMOSIHUIIOCh CEMb JIET, OTEL, HAaKOJI0J1 EMY Ha KOXKE PUCYHOK U
BTEP B HEr0 COK roslybmkn. «Tbl HE JOCTOUH 3TUX NJEMEHHbIX 3HAaKOB! - pyran cebs
Topak. - N cam 6ygewb BMHOBAT B cOBCTBEHHOW rmbenu, rayneu!s

N onsTb OWYTUN y>XKe 3HAKOMbI YKo B cepaue. Elle HUKoraa B XXU3HW OH He
HoYeBasN B oAnHo4YecTBe. Bcerna c oTuoM. Bnepsble oTel, He KOCHYJICSA ero nepeq



CHOM cBoen 3arpybenon, HO TaKOW HEXXHON PYKOW. BriepBble OH He YyBCTBOBaJ1 PALOM
3HAKOMOro 3anaxa Jleca, of1eHben KoOXn 1 noTa...

[(Nna3a Kak-To No403pUTEsNIbHO Wmnnano. Topak Kpernko 3a>XMypusica U caM He 3aMeTu,
KaK COCKOJIb3HYJ1 B 60ne3HEeHHbIN COH.

OH 6poann roe-To, NO KOJIEHO yToMNas BO MXY U MblTasiCb YNTK OT MeaBeas. B ywax
3ByYaJin NpeacMepTHble KPpUKK oTua. Ho Tenepb MeaBelb OXOTUICS y)Xe Ha Topaka.

Topak NbiTancsa 6exxaTb, HO MNLWb rNy6>Ke NpoBannBaacs B rycton Mox. Kazanocs,
3TOT MOX, TOYHO TPSICMHA, 3acacbiBaeT €ro... a oTel, BCe Kpuyarl...

MepnBeb Obl1 y)Xe pafoM; ero rnasa ropesin CMepTOHOCHbIM OrHeM - orHeM NHoro
Mupa, Mupa 31bIX oyxoB. [MogHABWMCE Ha AblObl, OH Ka3ancsa HeBoobpas3nmo
OFPOMHbIM N FPO3HbLIM. Pa3Bep3niacb CTpawHasa nacTb, U MeaBeib C HEHABUCTbIO
3apbldasn, obpaTuB MOPAY K JNIyHe...

Topak 3akpu4an v NPOCHYCA.

Mo Jlecy Bce eLlle pa3HOCMIOCh 3XO0 CTPALLUHOI0 MeABE)XXbero pblka. 3HA4YUT, 3TO ObI
He COoH! 3HayuT, MeaBenb OEeNCTBUTENbHO rae-To nobamnsocTun!

Topak 3aTann gbixaHune. CKBO3b KPbILLy CBOEro »KaJIkoro waJsawa oOH Buaen
ronyboBaTbI CBET JIYHbl U KOCTEp, KOTOPbIN No4Tu goropen. Cepaue beweHo
CTy4ano B rpyau.

W cHoBa Jlec cooporHynca. lepeBbs, Ka3anoCb, 3aCTbi/IN N HAaNPAXXeHHO
npucnywmeaoTca. Ho Ha 3TOT pa3 peB AOHOCWJICA U3fasieKa; A0 TeX MeCT, NPUKUHYN
Topak, HaBepHoe, He O4MH fOeHb NyTU. MeasneHHO, OCTOPOXXHO OH nepeBes AblXaHue.

Y BXxofa B Wanaw cnaen BoONTHYOHOK 1 CcMOTpes1 Ha Hero. Y3Kune rnasa BOJIYOHKaA
CBETUNIINCL CTPAHHbIM TEMHO-30JIOTUCTbIM CBETOM. «Kak AHTaApb>», - NoaymMall TopaK,
BCMOMHUB TOT MaJlIeHbKUIA aMyJieT B BUage TrJieHA, KOTOprIZ oTeuy HOCUJ1 Ha Llee.

Kak HU CTpaHHO, HO Npu BUAE 3TUX SSHTAPHbIX r1a3 oH npuoboapuncs. MNo KpanHen
Mepe, OH 6b1n1 B Jlecy He oauH.



Ho korga oH nepecTan C/bilaTb TOIbKO CTYK COBCTBEHHOr0 cepaua, 1mxopanka
CHOBa HaBaMaacCb Ha HeEro TAXXenon BONMHOW. EMy Ka3asloCb, 4TO KOXXa Y Hero ctana
JIOMKOW OT >Kapa, a 4epen BOT-BOT TpecHeT. Topak nonbiTasca 4oCTaTb U3 MELloYKa
elle Kyco4yek MBOBOW KOPbl, HO HEYASIHHO YPOHWJ1 MELLOYEK N HE CMOI OTbICKaTb €ro B
TeMHoTe. C TpyAoOM NOAHSABLUUCH, OH OTTALLMA K KOCTPY eLle 0A4HY BaJieXXUHy U CHOBa
ner, 3agbixascb oT cnabocTtwu.

B ywax no-npe>xHeMy 3By4asna XYTKUI peB. ['ae xe cenyvac 3ToT MmeaBenb? OTKyaa oH
Boobue aBuaca B ux Jlec? N kyoa HanpasnseTca? Ta nosasHa C MEPTBbIMU OJIEHSAMU
3HA4YNTENIbHO CEeBEPHEE pyybs, rae Mmeasenb Hanana Ha HUX 1 ybun oTua, HO Teneps,
rMoxoxke, 3Bepb yLlien fasblue Ha 3anapg. longet i OH B TOM XKe HanpasaeHun? Nnw,
y4ysaB 3anax Topaka, y>Xe rnoBepHy Ha3ag? CKOJIbKO BPEMEHN eMY HYXXHO, YTObbI
nobpaTbCAa clofga U HanTu ero - 6eCcNoMOLLHO BasIAOLLEr0CS Ha 3eMJ1e U COBEPLUEHHO
6osbHOr0?

N BOpYyr Takon 3HAKOMbI CMOKOWHbIN FOJs10C, CJIOBHO OTeL, CHOBa Obl/1 pAAOM C HUM,
wenHyn emy: «He 6oncsa. Ecnn measeab 4eNCTBUTENBbHO nogonaeT 6/11M3K0O, BOJTHOHOK
ycneeT npeaynpeantb Teba. 3anomMHM, Topak: HIOX Y BOJIKA TaKOW OCTPbIA, 4TO OH
MO>XEeT NOYYATb Aa)Ke ObIXaHne pblObl. A CAbILLXT OH TakK XOPOLIO, YTO PacCAbILLNT n
OBUXXeHne obnakoB».

«[a, - nogyman Topak, - BOJIHOHOK npenynpenonT MeHs. TO BCe-Taku y)xe Koe-4T1o. 4
X04y yMepeTb C OTKPbITbIMU FNa3aMy N BCTPETUTb CMePTb JINLOM K Inly, KakK
MY>X4MHa. Kak MO oTeLu».

oe-To o4eHb Aaneko pa3pgancsa nanm cobakn. He Bonka - cobaku!

Topak Haxmypuncsa. Cobakm 03Ha4Yanm NpucyTCcTBUE Nt0OEN, a B 3TOM YacTu Jleca
HUKaKnX nogen 6biTb HE OOJIKHO.

Benb He 0os1XXKHO, npasaa?

N TyT OH CHOBa NpoBannACA BO TbMY - MPAMO K MeBeal0 B KO TU.

naBa 5



Bavsunack Houb, Korga Topak HakoHel NpocHyAcs. OH Npocnan NoYTu Lesble CyTKM.

Ero ogonesana cTpalwHas cnabocTb, N Y>KAaCHO XOTeN0Chb MNTb. 3aTO PaHEHas pykKa
CTana ropasfo Xosio4Hee U y)Xe He TaK cuabHOo Bbonena. XKap Toxe cnarn.

Ho BO/TYOHOK ncyes.

Topak C N3yMsieHMeM 3aMeTus, 4To eMy 3TO Hebe3pa3IM4YHO, YTO OH, MOXKANYN, Aaxe
becnokounTcs, He CAYYNI0Ch JIN C BOJTYHOHKOM 4ero. «[la nagHo, - pewmnn oH. - YTo MHe
KaKOWN-TO BOJTYOHOK!»

MNMowaTbiBasACb, oH Aobpen 4o peKn n Hanuacsa, NOTOM CHOBa pa3ays KOCTep u
noabpocun B Hero Tonsamea. Ha 3To OH NOTpaTKA BCE CBOW CUJIbl, TaK YTO NPULLIJIOCH
nepefoxHyTb U CbeCTb NOC/AeAHUA 3eMAAHON KalwTaH, 3aKyCUB ero ropcTkoun
waseng. LLlaBenb 6b11 )KECTKUN N 04EHb KUCbIN, HO TOpakK NOYyBCTBOBAJ, YTO CUN Y
Hero npubaBnNOCh.

A BOJIYOHOK BCe He MosABNANICS.

Topak noayman fa<ke, He No3BaThb JIM 3BEpEHbIWa BOI4YbUM BoeM. Ho BeAb ec/in OH
OTKJ/IMKHETCSA U NPUAET, TO, KOHEYHO »Xe, Cpa3y NONpPoCUT ecTb. M, KpoMe Toro, Bow
MO>XET NMpuBAeYb BHUMaHe Measens. Tak 4TO BbiTb TOpakK He CTasl, @ HaTAHY
6alMaKky 1 nowen NPoBeEPUTb CBOU JIOBYLLKN.

3aKNHYTbIE UM JIECKUN C KptoYKaMun Bbian NyCThbl; NLWb Ha O4HOM Kptloyke bonTancs
Ha4YnCTO 0BrNoAaHHbLIN CKeNeT MasieHbKOro OKyHs. A BOT C CuJIKaMu TopaKy NoBe3Jo
fosible: B OAWMH U3 HMX Nonanacsa HebosbLonm rayxapb, KOTopbin ewe cnabo
Tpenbixanca. Msaco!

BopMoya cnoBa 61arogapHOCTN AyxXy HECHACTHOro rayxaps, Topak cBepHyn nTuue
LI€eto, BbIMOTPOLUWNIT €8 U MTHOBEHHO MPOrJIoTWU elle Ternsyto nevyeHky. lNeyeHka
OKa3aJsiaCcb A0BOJIbHO MPOTUBHOWN, TOPbKOW U CKOJIb3KOW, HO OH CJIMLLKOM
n3rononancs, 4Tobol obpallaTb BHUMAHNE Ha TakKMe Mesloyn.



NoyyBCcTBOBaB Ceb5 HECKO/IbKO YBEPEHHEE, OH NPUBA3a ryxapsa K nosicy 1 nowiesn
NPOBEPUTL JIOBYLLKY M3 NasioK N KaMHS.

OH ncnbiTan HeoXXnagaHHoe obneryeHne, Korga yBuaesn Bo4YOHKA. B noByLIKY TOT He
nomnasncs, a cuaen Bo3ne MepTBOM MaTepU, BPEMS OT BPEMEHU Tporasa ee nankon. Mpu
Buae Topaka BOJTHOHOK BpPOCUACS K HEMY, OFrNAAbIBasiCb HA MEPTBYH BOMYNULLY U
BO3MYLLIEHHO noBu3rneas. OH xoTen, 4Tobbl Topak 06bACHU eMy, B 4YeM Aeno.

Topak B340XHY. Pa3Be oH MOXXeT 06bACHUTb, OTYEro NpUxXoaAnT CMepTb, €C/IN U CaM
3TOro He NoHmmMaeT?

- Hy, nmownun, - ckasan OH, He NMoAyMaB, YTO FOBOPUT He MO-BOJIYbMW.

BO/TYOHOK HAaCTOPOXXWUA YW, MbITAACh NOHATH.

- TyT HaMm pgenaTb He4ero, - HeTeprnenueso nNpubasun Topak. - MNownu.

BepHYBLINCH K LWanally, OH owmunan rayxaps, Hagesna ero Ha naaky n npucTpoua Hag
KOCTPOM. BONIYOHOK TO 1 AeN0 NbiTancsa ero AocTaTb.

HakoHeL, TopaKy 3TO HaA0€es10; OH TKHYJ1 BOJITMOHKA HOCOM B 3eMJ10 1 NpopbIYa:

«He cmen! 310 moe!»

BO/N1YOHOK NMOKOPHO Nler BO3Jie Hero, Caierka rnoBuanBasi XBOCTOM, a Koraa Topak
OTMYCTUN ero Mmopay, NepeBepHyICA Ha CNUHY, NMoKa3biBas CBOe CBETJ/I0e NyLUNCToe
6ptoX0o 1 3anCKMBatoLLe yblbasicb - CJIOBHO NPOCU NPOLLEeHUS. NMOoTOM OH OTMOA3 Ha
H6e3onacHoe paccTosiHMe, U3 BEXXJINBOCTM NMpurndas ronoBy K 3eMe 1 BCe eLle BUss
XBOCTOM.

TopaK KMBHYN: OH Obls1 yAOBNETBOPEH NpenofaHHbIM YPOKOM. DTOT BOJIHOHOK A0JIKEH
YCBOUTb: BOXaK B CTae - OH, Topak, nHa4ve B byayuiem He obepelubcs
HEeNnpuUATHOCTEN.

«B kakoMm ewe byaywem?» - Bopyr cepamTo HaxMypuacs oH. B ero bygyiem
HMKaKOro BOMIYOHKaA BbITb HE A0/1)KHO!



Ho 3anax »apsLierocsi Msica 0OTOrHas rnpoyb BCE MbIC/IN. B KOCTep C lumnneHnem Kanarsn
XUnp. Topak CrnoTHyN ctoHy. OH BbICTPO OTOPBaN FyXapuUHY HOXKY, CYHYJ ee B
pa3BusKy bepesbl B Ka4yecTBe NOAHOLWIEHNSA XPAaHNTENIO CBOEro NJIEMEHN N MPUHANCSA
3a eny.

BKycHee OH HMYero B XXN3HU He NpoboBas. OH TLWATENbHO pPa3)KeBbliBasl KaXKabll
Kyco4ek Msaca, o6cacbiBal Ka)KAyr KOCTOYKY, XPYCTes NMoA»KapucTon Kopoykon. U
CTapasics He CMOTPETb B Ty CTOPOHY, OTKY/Zla 3@ KaXK[blM KYCOYKOM, NCYE3aBLLUUM Y
Hero Bo pTy, cneaunn asa 60sblIMX SHTAPHbIX r1asa.

HaeBlinck, Topak BbITEP POT ThiSIbHOW CTOPOHOM NafoHUN. BONYOHOK NO-NpeXXHeMy He
CBOAOWJ C HEro rnas.

Topak Ts)Keno B3AOXHYN N BYpKHYJ:

- Hy napHo, nagHo.

OTopBaB BTOPYIO M1yXapUHY0 HOTY, OH LUBBLIPHYJT €€ BOJTYOHKY.

Hoxxka ucyesna B 3y6acTol nacTn B MrFHOBEHME OKa, M BOJIYOHOK CHOBA C HaZeXaoun
nocMoTpes Ha Topaka.

- bonblwe y MeHa HeT, - CKa3as TOoT.

BONYOHOK HeTepnennBo B3BU3IHYJ1 U YCTaBUJICA Ha KOCTWU, KOTopble Topak aep>xan B
pyKax.

KocTun 6b111 NoYTnM go4ncTa obrioagaHbl, HO U3 HUX eLlle BNoJIHEe MOXXHO bb110
caenaTb, Hanpumep, Uribl N8 WNTbS UK PbiBONOBHBbIE KPIOYKU; U3 HUX MOXXHO ObINo
Obl na)ke cBapuTb NoxnebKy, XOTs y HEro Bellb BC€ PaBHO HET MOCyAbl OJ19 BapKW...

YyBCTBYS, 4YTO 3TO €My €elle, BO3MOXXHO, ayKHeTcs, TopakK 0T/IOMU MOSIOBUHY
06rn104aHHOro NTUYLEr0 CKENeTa U KNHYJT BOJTYHOHKY.

ToT 6bICTPO pa3npobun KOCTOYKN CBOMMU MOLLHBbIMU YeNICTAMM, NPOra0TUA UX 1,
CBEPHYBLINCH KJIYOKOM, TYyT XK€ YCHYJ, MPeBPaTUBLLNCL B YIOTHbIN MocanbiBaloWwmnin
KOMOK TernJsion cepon wepcTu.



TopaKy To)Xe 04E€Hb XOTENOCb CMaTb, HO OH MOHKMAJ1, 4TO 3TOro AenaThb HeJb3S.
Korga cnycTunacb HOYb, NPMHeCs ¢ cobon xonoa, OH cuaen, rnaasa B OroHb. Tenepsb,
Korga eMy yaanocb cOuTb )Kap 1 XOPOLLUEHbKO MNOECTb, HAKOHEL-TO MOXXHO 6bl/10 Kak
cnenyeT pacKMHYTb MO3raMu.

MNepepn rnasamu y Hero CTosisia NnosasiHa C MEPTBbLIMU OJIEHSIMU U CTPALUHbIE ra3a
MeaBens, O4EepP>XXMMOro 3/bIM AyxoM. [la, oTey Tak 1 cka3as: «B aToro mensens
BCENINJICA KaKOM-TO 3/10M AyX n3 NHoro Mupa; n3-3a Hero 3ToT 3Bepb CTaJl TaknUM
3106HbIM».

Ho 4To 3TO Takoe - 3101 ayx?

9Toro Topak He 3Has. OH A0BOJZIbHO MHOIO 3Has1 06 OXOTHMKAX N ANYUN: O PLICAX U
pocoMaxax, o 3ybpax un 06 oneHsax, HO C apyrumm obntatensamm Jleca 6bia1 NOYTU He
3HaAKOM.

OH 3HaN TOJNIbKO, YTO XpPaHUTENN Pa3HbIX MJEeMEH CTeperyT JIACKNE CTOSAHKW, a OyLWn
nonen, yrpatTmselune ceoe teno, obpeyvyeHbl CTOHaTb HEHACTHLIMN HOYaMKU cpeaun
BETBEWN N BEYHO UCKaTb CBOE MJems, C KOTOpPbIM paccTanncb HaBcerga. OH 3Han, 4To
3/1ble AYX HEHABUOAT BCE XXMUBOE N NOPON, KOrga UM ygaeTcs BolpBaTbCA U3 NHOro
Munpa 1 NOAHATLCA Ha 3eMJIel0, OHU MPUHOCAT B MUP XKUMBbIX BCKMe 6enbl n
bone3Hn. OH 3Has, 4TOo TanHbIN Hapoa XXUBET BHYTPU CKaJl U PEK TOYHO TakK Xe, Kak
rniaemMeHa stogen - B CBOUX XWInNLWax, n 4To npencrasutenn TanHoro Hapona
Ka)KyTCS MPeKpacHbIMM, NOKa He MOBEPHYTCA K Tebe cnnHON, n Torga CTaHOBUTCA
BUAHO, 4TO BHYTPW OHW MOJible, TOYHO CTBOJ1 FHUJIOIO AepeBa.

YTo e KacaeTcsa Benukoro [lyxa, npaBsWEro BCEM MUPOM, KOTOPbLIN NOCbIJIAeT U
DOXAb, U CHer, 1 0obbi4y, TO 0 HeM Topak 3Hal MeHbLUe BCero. A 00 CUX MOp OH fJaxke
n He ayman o HeM. OH Ka3aJiCca eMy CJIWIKOM AasIeKUM, 3TOT HEBEPOSATHO
MOryLeCTBeHHbIN [1yX, KOTOPOro HUKTO HUKOr 4a He Buaes, HO KOTOPbIW, FOBOPAT,
NleToM nosiBasieTcs Nopon B 06amndbe Yenoseka C 0JleHbUMU poraMmu, a 3MMou - B
006/1MYbe XKEeHLUWHbI, Yy KOTOPOW BMECTO BOJIOC Ha roJIOBE PacTyT roJible KpacHble
neoBble BeTKN. Kopoye, Bennknin BcemumpHbin [lyx npuHagaexasna K TeM BellaMm, B
KOTOpbIX TOpak coBepLleHHO He pa3bupancs.

OH YPOHW rosIOBY Ha KOJIEHW, BCMOMMHANA 0 KNATBE, AaHHOW oTLY; 3TO obewaHne
[ABUJIO Ha HEro TSAXKUM bpemeHeM.



CnasLwunn nooaasib BOTYOHOK BOPYIr BCKOYWJ1, HETPOMKO N HalrpAa>XxeHHO BOp4a.

Topak ToXe BCKO4Yu.

B3rnsa BoA4YOHKa 6bls1 yCTPEMJIEH KyAa-TO BO TbMY, YLLIN CTOSJIN TOPYKOM, LLIEPCTb Ha
3arpmBke B3ablbnnack. NMoTOM OH YMOJIK, NPbIFHY B CTOPOHY Jleca n ncyes.

Topak 3aMep, CKMMasa B pyKe O0TLOBCKU HOX. OH YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO AEPEBbS BOKPYT C
NHTepecoM HaboAaloT 3a HAM. BbIJIO C/LILIHO, KakK OHUM NepeLlenTbiBaloTCS.

[Oe-To Henogasieky 3aresia CBOK »KaJIobHY0 BEeYEpHIO NecH0 MaanHoBKa. U3
TEMHOTbl BHOBb BbIHbIPHYJ1 BOJIMOHOK - LUEPCTb Ha 3arpuBkKe yfernacb, Mopaa
CNOKONHas, ynblb4mnBas.

Topak 4yTb ocnabun XxBaTKy Ha PyKOSiTM HOXa. YTo Bbl TaM HU 6b1710, OHO 6O yLUNo,
nnbo bonee He NpeacTaBnseT A8 HUX yrpo3bl. Ecnv 6bl 3T0 6bI1 MeaBeab,
MaJINHOBKA, KOHEYHO, Mosi4ana 6bl. Y)X 3T0o-To Topak 3Han OT/INYHO.

[Mo4yyBCTBOBaB HEKOTOpOE obneryeHmne, oH CHOBa cen.

«Tbl OJKEH OTbICKaTb CBsALLEHHYO Fopy [0 cnefyloulero NojaHOMYHUsS», - CKa3aJsl OH
cebe. Tak Benen oTel. «Tbl )Xe 3Haellb: HOYM, KOr A KPacCHbI rna3 bbiBaeT B 3eHUTe,
CTpallHee BCEro... - FOBOPWUJ OH. - Torga 3nble Ayxum obpeTatoT HanbonbLUyO CUNy>».

«[la, 3TO 9 AeNCTBUTENbHO 3Hato, - NogyMan Topak. -  3Hatl0 0 KpacHOM rnase. A ero
BUOEN>.

Ka)xayto oceHb Bennknin 3ybp - cambiin MOryLLEeCTBEHHbIN 13 ayxoB IHoro Mupa -
BbIXOOWUT B Hall MUP 1 NogHMMaeTCs B HoYHoe Hebo. CriepBa rosioBa ero onyuieHa, oH
pOeT KOMbITOM 3eMJIt0, U Mbl MOXXEM pa3rfsafeTb JMWb 3Be3gH0Ee CUSAHNE ero nsieva.
Ho ¢ npnxonom 3umel Bennknim 3ybp nogHMMaeT rosioBy, CTAaHOBUTCS BCe CUJIbHEE, U
Torga y>e MOXXHO YBUAETb ero CBepKatulme pora v HaanTbIN KPOBbIO KPaCHbIN ras.

A B Mmecsy KpacHoin VBbl OH CTAHOBUTCSA COBCEM OFPOMHbLIM, U K 3TOMY BPEMEHN 3J10
obpeTtaeT HanbonbLwyto cnny. IMeHHO Torga B Hall MUP YCTPEMAIOTCA 3/1ble OyXN.
NWMeHHO Torga ToT MeaBenb Y CTAHET HeYyA3BUMbIM.



CKBO3b BETBM AepeBbeB Ha Topaka X0104HO CMOTPeNn Mmepuatume 3se3abl. Y
BOCTOYHOro Kpas Heba, NpsIMO Haf AasieKMM YepHbIM MaccuBoM Bbicokux Mop,
BUAHeNoCb oTanBarwLwee cepebpom nnevo Bennkoro 3ybpa.

Tenepb nogxonunn K KoHUY Mecsy PeBywinx OneHen. B cnepywowem mecsue, mecsue
TepHa, Ha Hebe byneT BUAEH N KPaCHbLIN I1a3; C 3TOro BpeMeHn cuia measeas
HaYHEeT HeYyMOJIMMO pacTu. A K KOHUY Mecsiua KpacHonm MBbl oH ByaeT cunibHee
BCero...

«CTynanm Ha ceBep, - Benes Topaky oTeu. - NoTn npnpoetca MHOro gHen».

TopaKy CcoBCeM He XO0TesIoCb UATW Ha CeBep. DTO O03HA4as0, 4TO NPUAETCH NMOKNHYTb
3HAaKOMYI0 YacTb Jleca, nepeceyb rpaHuLbl Hen3BedaHHbIX KpaeB. Ml Bce xe... oTey,
Bepwun, 4To Topak XoT4 Obl NOMNbITAaeTCS UCMOJIb30BaTb 3Ty nNocaneaH BO3MOXHOCTb
cnacTu Jlec n BCe XXnBoe B HEM, MHa4Ye He 3acTaBu bbl ero gaThb KNATBY.

Topak Naskowm nomMeLuan yram B KocTpe.

OH 3Han, 4To BbicOKMe MNopbl HAXOAATCA fasieKo Ha BOCTOKe, 3a TeMHOM Yaulen; 4To
OHW OrPOMHON OYron NPOTAHYJINCL C CEBEpPa Ha tor, BO3BbIWAACb Ha KpaeM Jleca
TOYHO XpebeT rmraHTCKoro Knta. FoBopAT, 4TOo Bennkunm [lyx obutaeT Ha camon
CeBepHON N3 3TUX BEPLUMH, B CaMOM KOHUe xXpebTa. HO HUKTO HMKOra K ToM BepLUnHe
naxke He npubnmxxancs: Benmkun [lyx He ntobuT, Korga BTOPratoTCsa B ero BlaaeHus,
N BCerna 3acTaB/IeT He3BaHbIX FOCTEN OTCTYNUTb, HAacCblJlasi Ha HUX CHEXXHble Bypu,
KamMHernagbl N JTABUHBbI.

Yberasa oT measens, Topak To)Xe ABUrasicad Ha ceBep, HO MoKa 4To eMy Bbl/10 ACHO
OLHO: OH BCEro NMLWb HaXoOUTCHA Ha OOHOW NMPSAMON C IOXKHON OKOHEYHOCTbIO BbICOKUMX
[op, 0O KOTOPbIX OTClOAA OTHIOAb He 6/1n3Ko. U Kak eMy npeofosieTb Takon fasibHU
NyTb B OAVWHOYKY, OH NOHATUA He umesn. OH BCe ewle YyBCTBOBas Cs1labocTb nocne
NpUCTyna MXopaaKM 1 Noka bbin ABHO HE FOTOB NyCKaTbCs B NnogobHoe
nyTewecTBue.

«Hy Tak 1 nogoXam HeMHoOro, - ckasan oH cebe. - He coBepLian BO BTOPOW pa3 Ty Xe
OWmnBbKY: He pacxonyn Cuibl 3PS U3-3a TOro, 4TO N0 COBCTBEHHON FNYyNoOCTW BMan B
naHuUKy. CNOKOMHO NPOXXMBW 34eCb AeHb Uan ABa. Habepucb cun, a y>X NOTOM BbIXO4U
B NyTb».



MpunHAB peweHne, Topak NO4yBCTBOBaN ceb HECKONLKO yBepeHHee. OH eLle
noabpocun Tonanea B KOCTEP U, K CBOEMY YOUBJIEHNIO, 3aMeTWJ1, 4TO BOJTHOHOK
HabngaeT 3a HAM CMNOKOMHBLIMU U COBCEM HE AEeTCKUMU rnasamu. ['naszamm B3poCsioro
BOJIKA.

N cHoBa Topak C/I0OBHO yCAbIlWas rosioc oTua: «lna3a BoJIKa He MOX0XXW Ha rnasa
OPYrnx 3Bepen; ckopee OHU NMOX0XXWN Ha YyenoBevyeckme. Bonkun - Hawm banxxanwiuve
bpaTbs, Topak, 3TO 3aMEeTHO U MO UX r1a3aMm, TONbKO Y HUX F1a3a 30/10TUCTbIE, a Y Hac
- cepble. HoO BOJIKM 3TOro He BUAAT, NOTOMY 4TO UX MUP HE MMeeT Kpacok. Tam Bce
cepebpucro-cepoe».

Topak Torga crnpocusa y oTua, oTKyga eMy 3TO U3BECTHO, HO OTeL, TOJIbKO yNblbHYyNCA
1, NoKa4vas ronoson, noobewan sce o6bACHUTL, KOorga Topak CTaHeT nocTapLule.
BoobLe oH o4eHb MHoroe cobupancsa o6bACHUTL eMy BMOCAeACTBUN, ia TOJIbKO
Tenepsb...

Topak HaXMypWUJICA U NOTEpP JINLO PyKaMMn.

Bos14OHOK Mo-npe)xHeMy He CBOAWI1 C Hero rnas.

B HeM y>xe NosABMIOCH YTO-TO OT KPacoThbl B3POCJIOr0 BOJIKA: Y3Kas CBET0-cepas
MoppAa, cTos4Yne cepebpucTble YW C YHePHbIMU KOHYNKaMUN, U3SALLHbBIN YepHbI 00040K
BOKPYr 601bLUNX MpeKpacHbIX rnas...

Ia, rnasay Hero oencTenTeNIbHO Bbl/IN NPEeKpPaCHbIE - ACHbIE, KaK COTHEYHbIN 3an4nK
B BOLE POOHMKaA...

N Bopyr y Topaka BO3HUKIO CTPaHHOE YyBCTBO, OyA4TO BOJTYOHOK 3HAET, O YEM OH,
Topak, oymaeTt!

«bonee Bcex Npo4Ynx NeCHbIX OXOTHUKOB, - BHOBb YCJbILLAN OH TUXWUI FOJsI0C OTua, -
BOJIKN MOXOXXWN Ha Hac. OHM To)Ke 0XOTATCA cTaen. OHM Toxxe NtobAT NoroBOpuTbL U
nourpaTb Apyr c apyrom. OHu npepgaHHo nobaT cBonx noapyr n ageten. N kaxkabin
BOJIK N30 BCEX CUN TPYAUTCS BO 6/1aro cBoOen ctam».

OT BOJIHEHUS TOpaK cen NpsiMo, FOTOBbLIN B J1I0OYI0 MUHYTY BCKOYUTbL. IHTEpPECHO, Y4To
oTeLl, NbITaNCca CKa3aTb eMy?



«Tebe NoOMOXKeT... NPOBOXATbIN>.

Hey>Xenn aTOoT BOJTYHOHOK U €CTb TOT CaMbl MPOBOXATbIN?

Topak pewunn 3To npoBepuTb. OH OTKALLNANCA N BCTasl HA YeTBepeHbKN. OH He 3Han,
KaK CKa3aTb MO-BOJIYbU «IFOpa», N pemna NoCTyNnnUTb TakK: NMoKa3aTb 3TO ABUXKEHUEM
rOMI0Bbl U MOMNbLITAaTbCA CAPOCUTL C MOMOLLbI HU3KOIr0 HAaCTOMYMBOIO BOSA U
NOTSABKMBaHUSA, NOO KOPOTKUW slal - 3TO TOXKE YacCTb BOJIYbEW peyn, 3HaeT /n
BOJIMOHOK gopory K CesaweHHown [ope.

BOMYOHOK HAaCTOPOXXWA YLIW, BHAMATENIbHO NMOCMOTPEN Ha Topaka 1 BEXIMBO OTBEN
rnasa, Beb eC/n BOJIK, pa3roBapmas Cc To6on, CAULWKOM NPUCTasbHO CMOTPUT Tebe B
rnasa, 3To o3HayvaeT yrpo3y. MoToM BCTas, MOTSAHYICSA U NEHUBO BUJIbHYJ1 XBOCTOM.

Hun 04HO 13 3TUX OBUXXKEHUIN HE CBUAETEeNIbCTBOBAJIO O TOM, YTO BOJIYOHOK MOHSAN
Bonpoc Topaka. [la n BbIrnagen oH onsaTb Kak caMbll OObIKHOBEHHbIN OETEHbILL.

A 4TO, ec/in OH BCe-Taku noHsan?

Benb He noMepeLmncsa xxe Topaky TOT ero BHUMaTe bHbIN, «B3POC/bIA» B3rnaa?

[(naBa 6

CBeT y)Xe MHOro pa3 cMeHu/a TbMy C Tex Nop, Kak y BOJIHOHKa NosiBucs bosbLuon
BecxBocTbIn Bpar.

CnepBa becxBOCTbIN TOJILKO U Aenas, YTo cnaJsl, HO Ternepb CTAaHOBWJICS BCe Bonblue
NoxX0>X Ha 0b6bl4YHOro Bosika. Koraa emy 6b1s10 rpyCTHO, OH MonYan. U pblyan, Kkorga
cepanncs. A ewe oH o4eHb OOBMN UrpaTh C NPUBSI3AHHBLIM K NJIETEHOMY LUHYPKY
KYCOYKOM KOXXW, N, €CNN BOTHOHOK Bpocancst Ha 3TOT KJI0HOK KOXXW, BecxBocTbil
KaTaJica Mo 3emJie, Kak-To CTPaHHO Ablwan, 6yaTo eMy He xBaTaso Bo3Ayxa, U
nonuckueas. «HaBepHoe, - yMas BOSIHOHOK, - 3TO OH TaK BeCenmTcs».



NHorpa BecxBoCTbI 1 BOJIHOHOK BMECTE Bbl/IX, U3/IMBasA B 3TOW necHe CBoto N060Bb K
Jlecy. Bon y becxBocToro 6bin1 rpyboBaThil, HE C/INMLKOM MY3blKaJibHbIl, HO MOJIHbIN
4yBCTBa.

[la n roBopuJ1 OH MPUMEPHO TakK Xe: rpybo, HO BbipasnTesbHO. XBOCTa Yy HEro He
6b1710, TAaK YTO C €ro NMOMOLLbI0 OH CBOM YyBCTBa BbiPakaTb HE MOI; HE YMEJT OH TakXe
HM CTaBUTb YLUN TOPYKOM, HK B34bI6/IMBATb LWEPCTb Ha 3arpueke, HM 6paTb 0CoBeHHOo
BbICOKME HOTbl BONTYbEN NecHU. Ho B LLeIoM NOHATb ero peyb 6bl10 MOXXHO.

Kopoye, BO MHOIMX OTHOLLEHUAX OH Ben cebs Kak camMbll 0ObIKHOBEHHbI BOJIK.

N BCe-Takn 4TO-TO B HEM ObI10 He TO. begHAra becxBoCTbIN NOYTU HUYEro He 4yss, Aa
N CNbllWan TOXKe COBCEM MJI0X0, a Korga rnpuxoauna TeMa, OH 04eHb tobun cupgeTb v
CMOTpEeTb Ha Toro Apkoro 3Beps, KoTopbln bonbHO KycaeTcd. A MHoraa oH
CBEPACBIBAJT 3apHue nanol! N oanH pa3s - BOT y>Kac-To! - cHAN ¢ cebs BCIO LWKYpPY
uenmkom! Ho camoe cTpaHHoOe - OH NpsAMOo-Taky 6e3 KoHua cnan! OH, Nnoxoxe,
MOHATUA HE MMEeJT O TOM, YTO BOJIKY MNoJlaraeTcsd crnaTb YpblBKaMu, BCe BpemMs
NpocbiNascCb, pa3MmMHasa MyCcKyJbl U NornagbiBas no cCTopoHaM, 4Tobbl ObITb FOTOBbLIM K
Ntobon HeOXKNOAaHHOCTH.

Bo/1YOHOK MblTanca Hay4dnTb bosblioro becxBoCcToro NpochinaTbCA ropasfo valie u
6yawnn ero, TosIKasg HOCOM M NOKYCbIiBas 3a ywun. Ho ToT BMecTo 61arogapHoCcTun
Ha4YMHaN y>KacHo 3/INTbCA. B KOHUE KOHL0B BOJIYOHOK peLlns OCTaBUTb ero B nokoe.
B c/liegyowmi pas, korga CeeT B odepenHon pas cMeHun TbMy, BecxBocTbIv, Npocnas
BCE, YTO MOXXHO, BCTaJl B UCKIOYUTESIbHO OYPHOM HACTpoeHnn. Hy a 4yero xe oH
xoTen? OH BeAb He MO3BOJIN CBOEMY MeHbLLOMY BpaTy pa3byanTb ero BoBpeMs,
BEpHO?

XOoTAa BOT ceroHs, HanpuMmep, becxBoCTbIN NPOCHYJCA elle A0 paccBeTa, U
HacTpoeHune y Hero 6b110 CoBCEM MHOE. BONYOHOK OT/INYHO YyBCTBOBAJ1, Kak
Hanps>xeH ero bonbwown bpar.

OH ¢ nobonbITCTBOM CMOTpeES, Kak becxBoCTbIM naeT rno Tpone, rNPoJsIo>KeHHOW
BONI4YbEN CTaen, K boicTpon Booe. Hukak Ha oxoTy cobpanca?

Bon4oHOK nowen 66110 38 becxBOCTbIM, HO MOTOM, TUXOHbKO B3BU3IrHYB, MOMNPOCUII
€ro oCTaHoBUTbLCA. [NOTOMY 4TO 3TO ABHO BblNla He oxoTa. I BecxBOCThIN Wen COBCEM



He Tyda, Kyda HY>XHO.

[eno ga>xe He B TOM, 4TO OH nowen BAosb bbicTpon Boabl, KOTOPYIO BOTHOHOK
Tenepb HeHaBmaen n 6oancsa 6osnblle Bcero Ha ceeTe. HeT, oH NpocTo BbIbpan He TO
HanpasneHune. NMpaBuibHbIM A9 Hero 6b110 HanpaBsieHNE B CTOPOHY X0JIMa U
hasnblle, 3a Hero, BCe gasblue u ganblue, noka CBeT MHOro-MHOro pa3 He CMeHUT
TbMmy.

BON4YOHOK He MoHMMas, 0TKyda eMy 3TO U3BECTHO, HO OH HYTPOM YyBCTBOBAJl, 4TO
npas: 3TO 6bIJI0 KaKoe-TO HeyoBUMoe rybuHHOe Y4yBCTBO, MOX0XKee Ha 30B Jlorosa.
Koraa BOJIYOHOK yX0OWa CINWKOM Aasieko OT poaHoro JloroBa, OH BCerga 4yBCTBOBaJ
ero TAry. BoT 1 celyac BO3HMKJI0 HEYTO NoaobHoe, ToNbKo cnabee, CNIOBHO TO, YTO
BbI3bIBAJIO 3TY TAry, HAXOAMUTCS rAe-To AasIeKo-AaneKo.

A becxBoCTbIW, ynasa snepen, HM 0 4eMm gake He nogospesasn!

Bon4oHOK TuUxo npepynpexpatowe PblpKHYI: «YPpP!» - B TOYHOCTN KaK MaTb, Koraa
xoTena, 4Tobbl OHN HeMesIeHHO BepHYINCh K JIorosy.

BecxBOCTbI pe3ko 06epHYICS U YTO-TO CAPOCUI HA CBOEM S3blKe. 3BY4Yasio 3TO
npuMepHo Tak: «<Byuempen?»

«Ypd!» - CHOBa cepanTO PbIPKHYN BOTHOHOK. U, nogbe)xas K MOAHOXWNIO XONIMa, CTan
CMOTpEeTb B NMpaBuibHOM HarnpassieHun. «Cioga. He Tyna, a cropgal»

BecxBoCTbIN HETEPNENNBO MOBTOPU CBOW BONPOC. 1 BOSTYHOHOK peLwinna noaoxaaTb:
nycTb bonbwon bpaT cam goragaeTcs.

N nencTemMTeNbHO: BECXBOCTLINM NOCTOSA, NOYecan B 3aThlJIKe, elle YTO-TO CKa3asl Ha
CBOEM HEMOHATHOM si3blKe, MOTOM Pa3BEpPHYJICS U NoLwen TyAa, Kyaa yKa3biBan
BOJIYOHOK.

Topak BHMMaTeNIbHO c/eamnn 3a CBoMM Bosikom.

Ywun 3BepeHbia bbln Hanps>XeHbl, YePHbIA HOC LLEBENWIICS, KaK XXNBOW. Topak
npocnenun 3a ero B3rasa4oM, HO HAYEro He CMOr pa3rnaaeThb 3a CyTaHHbIMK
BETKaMM OpeLLUHMKa 1 3apocnsimun kunpesi. OQHAKO OH 3HaJl, 4TO OJIeHb TaM, - MOTOMY



4YTO 3TO 3Ha/ BosiK, a Topak y>Xe Hay4usica eMy OOBEpPATh.

BosiK rnaHyN Ha Topaka, HO INLb MEJSIbKOM; SSHTapHbIe r1a3a BeXXJ/IMBO CKOJIb3HYJIN MO
NINLY ManbynKa U TYT XKe ONsATb BEPHYJINCh K co3epuaHuto Jleca.

Topak MOJ14a OT/IOMUJT BEPXYLLKY OTLBETLUIEro Kkunpes n Horrem 60sbLIOro naabua
PacrnoTPOLLNA CyXne CoLBeTUS, BbiMyCKasd ceMeHa Ha BoJto. Cpa3y CTaso ACHO, YTO
BeTep No-Npe>XHemy AyeT B UX CTOPOHY M OJIeHb UX He y4yyeT. Hy n ectecTBeHHO,
Topak, oTNpaBAsSaACb Ha OXOTY, HAaTep KOXY APeBECHON 30J101.

OH 6ecluyMHO U3BNIEK N3 KOJSTHaHa CTpeny n BNoxXun ee B nyk. CobCcTBeHHO, 3T0 bbin
Ja>ke He HACTOoSAWMWA ON1eHb, @ BCEro NLLb CaMel, KOCYJIn, XXNBOTHoe HebonbLuoe,
O[HAKO, ecsin ero Bce Xe yaacTca youTb, ansa Topaka 3To byaeT nepBas B XXU3HU
camocTosiTesnibHasa nobbivya. EMy o4eHb Hy>XHa bblna efla, a ANYb, KaK HU CTPaHHO,
rnonaganacb 3Ha4YUTESIbHO pexxe, 4eM LO0JIKHO Ob1n1o 6bl 6bITb B 3TO BpeMs roga.

BOMYOHOK OMyCTW/ FOJIOBY M NPUXKaICS K 3eMrie.

Topak ToXxe.

N oba ooHOoBpEMEHHO MOonoJsi3jin Briepen.

3TOro 0JIeHs OHW BbICNIEXMBANN BeCb AeHb. BeCb AeHb TopaK 3amMedan ero cnepbl -
OTJIOMaHHbI€ NN OTKYCaHHblE BETOYKWN, OTNeYaTK KOMbIT - N BCe MNbITaJICA yraaaTb,
4YTO HyBCTBYET €ro XXepTtBa, 4TO OHa COeJIaeT B CJ'Ie,D,y}OLLI,I/IIZ MOMEHT.

«YT0b6bI BICIEONTL 3BEPS, - FOBOPWUJT EMY OTELL, - HY>KHO CNEepPBa Hay4YUTbCS
MOHUMATb €ero Tak, Kak ecnm 6bl oH 6b11 TBOUM BpaToOM. HYy>KHO 3HATb, 4TO OH €CT U
Korjna; Kakoe MecTo BbibupaeT ansa oTabixa; 6bICTPO K nepensuraeTcs no Jlecy».
YpoKkun 0TUa He NMpoLan AapoM. Topak XOpoLLo yMen BbicNiexunBaTb 3Beps. OH 3Han,
YTO HY>KHO YaCTO OCTaHABMBATLCA N C/yLIaTb, OTKPbIBAS AyLlYy TOMY, YTO FrOBOPUT
Tebe Jlec...

N Tenepb Topak OT/IMYHO MOHWMAJI, 4TO CaMel, KOCYJIM Ha4YMHAeT yCcTaBaTb. Ecnmn B
Havasie OHSA OTrNeYaTKM ero KonbIT 6bian rnyboKMMKM 1 4yTb CKOLWEHHbIMU, KakK Obl
BbIBEPHYTbLIMU HAPYXXY, @ 3HA4YUT, OH BCe BpeMs Bexxasn rasonom, To TeNepb ero
cnefbl CTanm MmeHee rnybokKMMnM N pacCcTosSHNSA MeXAY HUMN YMEHbLUWIINCL: OJIEHb,



MO>XHO CKa3aTb, Nnepetuesi Ha Lar.

N no4yTm HaBepHsaKa cTpafas OT rosofa U XXakabl - BeAb BpeMeHN nonacTuUCb y Hero
He 6b110; N OH Be3onacHOCTK padn BCe BpeEMA CKPbIBaAJZICA B 'YCTbIX 3apoCydaX, roe HeET
BO3MO>XXHOCTWU HallNTbCA.

Topak ornsanencs B nomckax pydbs. K 3anagy CKBO3b 3apOC/av OpeLUHMKA, MPUMEPHO
larax B TPUALATW OT TPOMbl, OH NMPUMETUJI HECKOJIbKO 0/1IbXOBUH. ONibXa pacTeT
TONIbKO PSAOM C BOAOW. 3HAYUT, UMEHHO TyZla U HarnpaB/seTCs OJE€Hb.

OHM C BONTHOHKOM HEC/bILHO NMpobrpannck CKBO3b rycToln rnogsiecok. Bckope,
MNPUNOXKUB K YXY COrHYTYIO NafloHb, TOpak yJ0BU/ €ABa C/bILIHOE XXYpYaHNe BOAbl.

A BoJIK BAPYr 3aMep: YLIN TOPYKOM, OJHA NepeaHAasa fana NnpurnoaHaTa 1 3acThila B
BO34yXe.

Ha. TaM. 3a onbxoBrHaMnN. ONleHb OCTAaHOBWJICA, CKJIOHUJICA K BOAE U MbeT.

TopaK OCTOPOXXHO NpuLennncs.

OneHb pe3Ko BCKUHYJ FOJIOBY; C MOpPAbl Y HEro Kanasa BoAa.

Topak Bnaen, Kak OH BCTPEBOXXEHHO NOTAHYJ1 HOCOM BO34YyX; CBeTJlad LWepCTb Y Hero
Ha 3arpuBkKe BCTaJla AblboM. Eule MrHoBeHMe, 1 OH CHOBA UCYE3HET B Yaule. U Topak
BbICTpe .

CTpena BOH3U1aCb 0JIEHIO YyTb NOHMXKe rnsieda. OH COOAPOrHyJICs BCEM TEJIOM, KOJIEHW
NOAOMHYJINCb, U OH PYXHYJ1 Ha 3eMJIi0.

Topak nu3gan TOP>XXEeCTBYOLLWIA BOMJIb U PUHYCS K NOACTPESIEHHOMY O/EHI0.
BO/1YOHOK BpOCUIICA C HUM HaneperoHKn 1 nerko ero oborHasna, Ho NOTOM 3aMeanun
cBoli 6er, naBas Topaky BO3MOXXHOCTb C HMM MOPaBHATLCS: BOJTHOHOK YHYUCS
yBaXKaTb TOro, KTo 6blJ1 FNaBHbLIM B UX CTae.

3aabixasack, Topak HakoHel ocTaHoBuACA. Pebpa oneHs Bce ewe cnabo B34bIMaNUCh,
HO cMepTb ero bbina y)xe 6am3Ka, n Tpy ero Aywmn roToBUANChb MOKNHYTb BpeHHoe
Teno.



Topak crnoTHy. Tenepb OH A0/HKEH Obl caenaTh TO, YTO Y HEro Ha rnasax
beccyeTHoe MHOXXEeCTBO pa3 Aenan ero oteu. Ho ans Hero 3To 6yaeT BNepBble, U OH
npocTo 0b6si3aH caenaTb BCE NPaBUJILHO.

OnyCTMBLUNCL BO3J1e YMUPAIOLLErO XXNBOTHOIMO Ha KOJIEHW, OH HEXXHO Norjaana ero no
ropsi4en, NoKPbITON XKECTKON WepcTbio mopae. OneHb fiexxas CoOBEPLUEHHO CMOKOMHO.

- Tbl 340POBO CpaXkascs, - CKka3an emy Topak. [[0210C ero 3By4asl HeyBepeHHO, CJI0OBHO
€My HeJsIoBKO 6b1J1I0 MPOM3HOCUTbL 3TU CNOBa. - Thl MPOABUA YM K XpabpoCTb 1 3a BeCb
OEHb MoYTK He ocTaHaBAuBasicsa. Obewaro, 4TO HUYEM HEe HapyLly Hally
OOrOBOPEHHOCTL C Benukum Llyxom. MNMpumm moe rnyboyvaniiee ysaxkeHune. am ¢
MUPOM.

HekoTopoe BpeMsa OH CMOTpEes, Kak CMepTHada neneHa 3aTarneaeT 6bonbLwion
bnecTawmMM rnas osieHs.

NMoTOM NOBEPHYNCHA K BONHOHKY U1, CKJIOHUB rosioBy Habok, BeCcesio HaMopLLKa HOC U
ockanwun 3ybbl B Bon4ben ynbibke: «OTAn4YHO nopaboTan, cnacmnbo tebe!»

BO/IYOHOK pafoCTHO B3BU3THY W NPbIrHYJ1 Ha Topaka, 4yTb He cbMB ero ¢ Hor. Topak
3aCMesICs N NPOTSAHYN €MY FOPCTb YEPHUKW, AOCTAB €e U3 CBOEro MeLloYka C
npunacamu. Bosik MFHOBEHHO MPOr0TUA YroLLEHME.

MpoLno y>xe ceMb AHEN C TEX NOP, KaK OHW YLUIN OT PEKK, HO MOKa YTO He BCTPEeTUNN
HN Manenwmnx cnegoB Toro MeaBens, He BUAENN AaXKe KPOLUEYHOro KJio4ka bypon
LepCcTun, 3auenmnBLLerocs 3a BeTKn. 1 Toro peea, oT KOTOPOro, Ka3aJloCb, COAPOrascs
Becb Jlec, oHW 6osiblle He Cribllann.

N Bce-Taku B Jlecy 4TO-TO BbISI0 HE TaK. 2To bbin Mecsay PeBywinx OneHen - B 3T0
BpeMsa y 6/1aropoHbiX 0JIEHEN NPOUCXOAAT OCEHHME NMOeanHKM 1 cBaabbbl, MoBCOOY
C/IbILUMTCH UX PEB N FPOXOT CKPELLEHHbIX B CXBAaTKe POros, Korga oHn 6bt0TCS 3a
osieHnxy. Ho BoKpyr uapwuia TuwnHa. Kasanoco, Jlec nocTteneHHo nycTeeT; 3Bepbe
C/oBHO pa3beranocb nepen AMUOM HEBUOUMON YrPO3bl.

3a MUHYBLUME CEMb OHEN eQNHCTBEHHbIMU, KOro B M306MMn BCTpedann Topak u
BoJiK, ObIIN NTULLI U MbILLN-NONIEBKN. A 0fHa)XXAbl TOpaK 3aMeTu - NPUYEM OHU
NOSABUINCb TaK HEOXXMUAAHHO, YTO Yy HEero cepaue 4yTb HE OCTaHOBUJIOCh, - LeNyto



rpynmny OXOTHUKOB: TPOUX MY>XX4MH, ABYX XXEHLWWNH 1 cobaky. K c4acTbto, UM C Bosikom
yaAanoCb He3aMevyeHHbIMU YCKOb3HYTb NPoYb. «Jep>XXncb OT NoAen noganslie, -
npenynpexagan ero oteu. - ECAn oHW y3HaOT, Ha 4TO Thbl CNOCOBEH...»

TopaK He MoHuMaJsl, 4TO O3Ha4YaeT 3TO NpefocTepexeHre, HO 3HaJl, YTOo oTeL, Npas.
Bnpo4yeM, OH BbIpOC BAAIN OT JIIOAEN U HE XKeflasl UMeTb C HAMN Hu4ero obuiero.
Kpome Toro, Tenepb y Hero 611 Bosik. M1 ¢ KaXkablM HEM OHUK C BosiKOM BCe nyylie
rnoHUManu gpyr gpyra.

Topak y>xe goragancs, 4To A3blK BOJIKOB - 3TO CJIOXKHAsA COBOKYMHOCTb XKEeCTOB,
B3rn1s40B, 3aMax0B N 3BYKOB. XXeCTbl BK/IOYAOT B cebs1 ABUXKXEHNA MOPAbI, yLen, nan,
XBOCTa, MNJiey, WepcTn Uan gake Bcero Tesa. MHorme n3 HUX egBa 3aMeTHbI:
cnabeniee nokadmBaHne nam nogeprmuBaHne. bonbllas 4acTb XKXECTOB He
conpoBoXaaeTcs 3BykamMn. Tenepb Topak NOHUMaN AOBOJSIbHO MHOIO TakKUX XKeCTOB,
XOTS YYUTb NX €MY HE NMPULLINIOCH - CKOPEeEe, OH UX NMOCTENEHHO BCMOMMHA; BO BCAKOM
cnydae, y Hero 6b1J10 UMEHHO TaKoe OLLyLIEHME.

/N BCe e bblNla ogHa Bellb, KOTOPOW, Kak OH 3HaJl, OH HUKOr Aa OBMaeTb HE CyMeeT,
MOTOMY 4YTO OH - He BOJIK. OH Ha3blBaJl 3TO NPO cebsa «BONMYbUM YyTbeM»: Aap Bonka
6e30wnboyvHo ynasnmBaTh Nt0bble MbIC/IM U HAacTpoeHns Topaka.

Y Boska, BNpo4eM, Toxke Obiim CBOM HAaCcTpoeHuns. NHoraa oH CTaHOBUJICS HAaCTOALLUM
OeTeHbIWeM CO LeHAYben toboBblo K ArogaM M NoaHOM HECNOCOBHOCTLIO XOTSA bbl
MUHYTY NOCMOEeTb CMOKONHO. Hanpumep, B TOT pa3s, korga Topak nposoauna obpsa
Hape4eHusa ero nmeHem Bonk, oH 6e3 KoHUa geprancs, BCKakuMBaJs, a NoOTOM B3s1 ga U
C/in3asn BeCb KPacCHbIN 0J1IbXOBbIN COK, KOTOPbIM Topak HaMa3as eMy nanbl. A B UHbIX
C/lydasax OH gencTBuTenbHO bbbl ansa Topaka NpoBoXKaTbiM: Bosk 3arago4yHbiM
06pa3omM CoBEpPLUEHHO TOYHO 3HaN, Kyfda UM HY>XHO naTun. Ho ecnm Topak nbiTancs
CNpoOCnTb ero 06 3TOM, OH OTBEYasl BCEro /nLb: «f NPoCTO 3HalO».

A B 3TV MUHYTbI BosK He Obin npoBo>xaTbIiM. OH Obls1 BONYOHKOM. U MoOpda Y Hero BC4d
Obina nepernadykaHa ‘-IepHVIKOI‘/'I, n OH, NMOBU3rmBagd, NpPocums eLle.

Topak 3acMefanca u OTTOJIKHYN ero:

- bonbwe He nony4ynwsb! MHe oeno Hy>KHO aenaThb.



BOSIK OTPSAXHYNCS, YNbIOHYNCA €My 1 OTOLLEeN B CTOPOHKY, cobrpascb HEMHOro
B3APEMHYTb.

Lenbix oBa AHA Yy Topaka ywJso Ha TO, 4TOObl O4UCTUTb CKeneT osieHs oT Msaca. OH
Belb Aan obewaHne n oba3aH caepxaTb CBOE CJIOBO - HN KPOLUKWN HE OOJIKHO
nponacTb 3ps. 9Toro TpeboBan CTapMHHbLIA OOrOBOP, 3aKJIIOYEHHbLIN MeXay
OXOTHUKaMn 1 Benukum [lyxom. EC/in OXOTHUK Bepe)XHO OTHOCUICA K yOuTomy
XXNBOTHOMY, Benuknin [lyx nocbinan emy HoByto 006bI4y.

Ho no 4ero e 3Ta paboTa oka3anacb Taxenomn! Yrobbl 6GbICTPO N NpaBUIIbHO
0OCBEXeBaTb TYLUY M CHATb MACO C KOCTEN, HY>KHa foaras npakTuka. Y Topaka faneko
He BCe MoJly4aloCb Kak Hafo, HO OH OYeHb CTapaJsics.

CnepBa OH BCMOPOJ1 0JIEHIO BPIOX0 1M OTpe3as KYCoK NeyYeHn ANa XpaHUTenNsa niemMeHu.
OcTaNbHY NevYeHb OH Hape3as NoJIOCKaMUN 1 NOJIOXKNA BANUTbCS. MNokonebaBLwmnCh
HEMHOTr 0, KUHYJ1 He6O0/bLLIOM KYCOK BOMKY, U TOT MOMEHTasIbHO CrIOTHYJ1 MoAaukKy.

3aTeM Topak ocBeXXeBas TyLly, aKKypaTHO U YACTO OTAENMB LLUKYPY OT MsAca C
nomMoLLblo ckpebka, caenaHHOro N3 oslieHbLero pora. LLKypy oH npoMbin B BOAE,
rnocbinan ee TonyeHom aybosonm Kopon, 4Tobbl NOTOM ferye 6bIJI0 coapaTh WEPCThb, U
PacTSHYN WWKYPY MeXAy OBYMS MOJIOAbIMU OepeBLaMun - NOBbILIE U NMoaablue oT
>Xa[HOIr0 BOJ1YbEro fA3blka. BbICOXLIYIO U pacnyLLIMBLUYIOCA LWEPCTb OH COCKpeb, no
HEeyYMEeHUI0 HECKOJIbKO pa3 NpPOoAbIPABMB LLUKYPY, N NPUHANCA pa3MAardyaTb KOXY,
BTUPAs B HEE KalUMLY N3 0JIEHbUX MO3roB. 3aTEM OH eLle pa3 BbIMOYMI KOXXY B BOAE,
BbICYLUWI €€ 1N NOJIyYn BMNOJIHE MPUANYHLIA MaTepuan oas NnaeTeHns BEPEBOK U
NecoK.

Moka wKypa coxsa, Topak Hape3as MACO TOHKUMUW MOJIOCKaMW 1 NoABECK Haf
KOCTpOM 13 6epe30BbIX APOB, AAOLWMX MHOro AbiMa. Korga nosiocku Msica cnerka
NoABS/ININCE, OH CTapaTesibHO OTOUN NX ABYMS KaMHSIMU, AeNlas KaK MOXXHO TOHbLLUeE,
N CKaTan ux B HebonblUME, HO OYEeHb MIOTHbIE KNYH6KK. Msaco 6bin1o oTanyHoe. OgHa
TaKas MoJIoCcKa - U MOXXHO 3arpoCcTo NMPoAep>KaTbCSA NOSOHS.

BHyTpeHHOCTU TopakK BbIMblJ1, BbINMCTU U TOXXE MOBECKJ BAJINTLCA Hal KOCTPOM. U3
>Xenyaka BblnAeT OT/INYHbIA BypAtoK A5 BOAbl; U3 MOYEBOro Ny3bipsi - 3anacHas
TPYTHULA; B KULWKaX Xopowo byneT xpaHUTb opexn. Jlerkne noctaHyTcsa Bonky.
BonbLyo nx YacTb Topak BbICYLINA U OTJI0XKW Ha MOTOM - NPUAETCA CriepBa CaMOMy
>KeBaTb X BO BpeMs OHEBHOW 1 Be4YepHEN Tpanesbl, a MOTOM BbIMJIEBLIBATbL U



OTHaBaTb BOJIYOHKY, B€b BOJSYATA €8T TOJIbKO OTPLIFHYTYIO MULLY; BINPOYEM, OH U
cenyac gasn BOMYOHKY MPUJINYHBIA KYCOK, 4TODObI TOT nMourpas ¢ McoM. A NMOCKOJIbKY Y
Hero He 6bIJ10 HM OIHOM MOCYAWHbI A1 TOTOBKW N He B YeM ObIJI0 CBApUTb KJEei, eMy
NMPULLIOCH U OJIEHbW KOMbITa OTAATb B MNOJIHOE Paclopsi>XeHne BOSTHOHKA, N TOT
HEYTOMUMO IpbI3 X, MOKa HE Pa3rpbi3 HA MEJIKNE KYCOYKW.

3aTeM TopakK NPOMbIA AJIMHHbIE CAMHHbBIE XWJbl, KOTOPbIE OTJ/I0XKW B CTOPOHKY eLle
BO BpeMs pa3fesiku Ty, XOPOLWEHbKO OTOMA nx KaMHAMU, cAesiaB COBCEM
NJOCKUMU, @ NOTOM NPUHSAJICA PACYNEHATb UX Ha OTAe/IbHble BOJIOKHA. DTU BOJIOKHA
NCMONb30BaJINCb B Ka4eCTBE HUTOK AN WNTbA oaexabl 1 06yBu. Topak BbICYLLNA UX
N HaTep XXNPOM, 4TOObl OHM CTann 3nacTUYHee. HUTU, KOHEYHO, NOJYYNINCE AaNeKo
HE TaKMMMN POBHbLIMU U FaAKMMUN, KaK Te, KOTOopble Aenan otey, HO Topak peLwns, 4To
N Takne conpyT. Bo BCAKOM cniyydae, OHM OblaIM 4OCTAaTOYHO MPOYHBLIMU N YK TOYHO
nepexxunnn 6ol by ogexay, KOTOpy OH pewmns Bbl CLUMTb C NX MOMOLLBIO.

N HakoHeL, OH goo4ncTa BbICer6 pora n camMmble oNNHHLIE U3 KOCTEeN 1 cBs3asa UX B
OTAeNbHbIN NMy4yokK, HaMepeBaAaACb 3aTEM pacCLLEerninTb NX N NpeBpaTnTb B pr6OJ'IOBHbIe
KPHOYKN N HAKOHEYHUNKWN ANna CTpe.

PaboTy Topak 3aKOH4YMJ1 TOJIbKO Ha BTOPOW AeHb K Beyepy. OH cuaen y KocTpa,
4YyBCTBYS B XKeJlyAKe NMPUATHYIO TSXKECTb OT CbeAEHHOr0 MsiCa U HETOPOMJINBO
Bblpe3asi HOXXOM CBUCTOK U3 MTyXapUHON KOCTOYKU. Hy>KHO e BblNo Kak-To
noA3biBaTb BOJIYOHKA, KOTOPLIA MOCTOAHHO yb6eras C/IMWKOM AasieKo, B 0ANHOYKY
LWHbIPASA 1o Jlecy. Ho BoNYMIA BOW TYT HE roaucs: oH Obl1 C/IMLLIKOM FPOMOK. Te
OXOTHUKUN, KOTOPbIX BUaen Topak, BINOJHE BO3MOXXHO, NO-NpeXxHeMy 6bsn rae-1o
Hernoaaseky, Tak YTO PUCKOBATb HE XOTENOCh.

3aKOH4YMB Bbipe€3aTb CBUCTOK, OH peLinn ero onpoboBaThb 1 6blN CTPALLHO
pa3o4apoBaH: U3 CBUCTKa He yaaBasloCb U3BJ1IeYb HU 3BYKa. Topak Bbipyrancs. OTeu,
nenan gns Hero 6ecyncineHHoe MHOXXEeCTBO Taknx CBUCTKOB, N OHW BCerga nigaBanu
YUCTbIN CBUCT, O4EHb MOXOXXWUA Ha NTUYNA. [TloYeMy XKe 3TOT MONYNUT?

B oTyasiHum Topak peLwnn B nocsiegHuin pas nonpoboBaTb CBUCTHYTb 1 NOAYN B
CBUCTOK 130 BCEX CWUJI, HO CBUCTA HEe MNOJTy4naI0Chb. TakK YTO OH OY4E€Hb YAMUBWICS, KOraa
BosiK BAPYI BCKOYMJI, TOYHO €ro y>Xajni WwepLeHb, U BOMPOCUTENbHO MOCMOTpPEs Ha
Hero.



TopaK TO>XXe BOMnpocnTesibHO CMOTpeJ1 TO Ha BCKOYMBLLUEro BoJIHOHKa, TO Ha
3J'IOI'IOJ'Iy‘-IHbIVI CBUCTOK. A NOTOM CHOBa MOMbITasnCA CBUCTHYTb.

N cHoBa 3ByKa He nocsieaoBano. Ho Ha 3TOT pa3 BosK KOPOTKO 3apbivasl, NOTOM
3aCKyJIn, CJIOBHO MoOKa3biBas, 4TO eMy 3TO He HPABUTCS, HO OH BCE Xe He YNaeT,
4yT0bbLI HE 0bMAaeTb Topaka.

TopaK B nopAanokKe MaBnHeHMA 1aCKOBO Nno4vyecasi BOJIYOHKa rnona HUXKHEWN 4entoCTbio. ToT
B3OOXHYJ1 N MJIIOXHYJICA Ha 3€MJIIO C TaKNM Bblpa>XeHneM, CJIOBHO XOTeJ1 CKa3aTb.
Hevero 6b1s10 1 3BaTb, ecnn Tebe OT MeHst HUYero He Hy)KHO!

3aps Ha cneayowuin geHb 6bi1a 0cobeHHO SCHOW, U, KOTrAa OHW CHOBA BbILLN B Ny Thb,
HacTpoeHue y Topaka 6b1s1I0 NPUNMOAHATLIM.

MpoLwno y>xe ABeHaauaTb AHEN C Tex Nop, Kak Measenb ybun ero otua. 3a 3To BpeMs
TopaKy A0BeNoCb Cpa3uTbCs € rononom, nobeanTb NUXopanky, HanTm Bonka n youtbe
CBOIO MepBylo HacToAwyto Aobbivy. OH, NpaBAa, coBepLwna n Hemasno owmnbok, Ho BCe
»Xe 6b1s1 XX1B 1 300pOB.

NHorpa Topak gyman o TOM, Kak oTel nyTewecTtsyeT no CTpaHe MepTBbIX - B 3TOM
CTpaHe CKOJIbKO X0o4Yellb CTpes N 0XoTa Bcerpa boiBaeT yaayHou. «B KOHLEe KOHLO0B, -
ayman Topak, - 1yK y oTua ¢ cobon, Aa 1 HOXX MO eMy NpuroanTca. N Bce Hawm
3anachbl BAJIEHOr0 Msica OH ToXe € cobon NpuxeaTui». 3TN MbIC/IN BHYLIANIN €My
HageXay M HeCKOJIbKO NpUTynAasaam 60nb yTpaThl.

Brnpoyem, Topak NoOHMMan, 4TO A0 KOHUA 3Ty 601b HNYTO YTULWLNTb HE CMOXET, OHa
BCHO XXU3Hb 6yneT TS)KesNbIM KaMHEeM 0aBUTb eMy Ha cepgue. Ho aTuMm yTpom
«KaMeHb>» yTpaTbl HE Ka3aJ/iCAaA eMYy ocobeHHO TsaxenbiM. OH BCe-Taku cymMmen BbIXKUTb,
n oTeu BrosHe Mor 6bl M roponTbCA.

Topak 4yBcTBOBaJ1 cebs NoYTU CHacTAMBbLIM, NpobmnpasCb CKBO3b NYCTOMN NOAJIECOK MO
OJlIeHbeN Tpore, Ha KOTOPOW APOXKan NATHbLILWKK COJIHEYHbIX 3aW4YMKOB. Hal ronosou
Beceno webetana napa 4po340B. TONCTbIM AOBOJIbHbLIA BOJTYOHOK CTapasicsa He
OTCTaBaTb OT Hero n 6exxan psanoM, BbICOKO 3a4paB CBOW MyLWINCTbIN cepebpucTbin
XBOCT.

ToncTbiA, cHaCTAMBbLIA N 6e33ab0THbLIN.



Topak ycnen ewle yc/biXaTb LWeNecT BETOK 3@ CMUHOW, U B Ty XKe CEKYHAY YbSA-TO
OrpoMHas pykKa, CXBaTMB €ro 3a LUMBOPOT, BbICOKO NOAHSAA B BO3AYX.
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Tpoe OXOTHUKOB. TP CMEePTOHOCHbLIX KpeMHEeBbIX OCTPUSA, HaLeneHHbIX Ha Topaka.

MbIC/IN BUXPEM MPOHOCUNNCL Y HEero B rosioBe. OH CTapancs NoYTn He AblwaTb. U He
MOl HW MOLLUEBENNUTbLCSA, HU NOCMOTpPEeTh, rae Bosik.

TOT 4YenoBek, YTO KPENKO Aep>Kaj ero 3a WNBOPOT, OKa3aJCqd HaCTOAWMM BEJIMKAHOM.
Ero cnyTaHHas pbikaa 6opoda HarnoMMHana HEOMPATHOE NTUYbE FHEe340; O4HAa LUeKa
6blna Kak 6bl OTTAHYTa KHU3Y YPOAMBBLIM LLPAMOM; MOX0XKEe, TOT, KTO OCTaBWU/1 eMy Ha
NaMsATb 3TOT LWpPaM, JINWWUI ero u 0JHOro yxa. B ceoboHoOM pyke BesiMKaH CxMman
OCTpPbI KPEMHEBbIN HOXX, MPUCTABMB €ro NPsIMo K ropJly BUCSLWEro B Bo3ayxe Topaka.

PanoMm c pb>xebopoabiM CTOSNN BbICOKUIA IOHOWA U AEBOYKA NMPUMEPHO OOAHUX NeT C
TopakoM. Y 060ounx Bbiai TEMHO-pPbIXKUE BONIOCHI U Fagkue, Kakne-to 6e3xanocTHble
NNUA; U CTpesibl UX C KpEMHEBBLIMU HAaKOHEYHUKM Bbln HaueneHbl Topaky npsMo B
cepaue.

TopakK CyLOPOXHO Cr/I0OTHY. OH 04YeHb HaZesNncs, YTo BbIrNALUT HE CJZINLLKOM
ncnyraHHbIM, XoTd Ha CaMOM pgeJsie eMy OblNo 04eHb CTpallHo.

- OTNyCcTUTE MEHS, - 3aAblXasCb, MOMPOCK OH U, Ka4YHYBLLUUCb B CTOPOHY BEJINKAHa,
nonpoboBan ero NArHyTb, HO MPOMaXHYJCS.

BennkaH nNpoBopYai:

- Hy, BOT 1 Haw BopuLlKa! - xBaTas Topaka 3a ropsio U YyTb HE 3a4YyLUNB ero.



- {1 He... Bop! - 3aKawnanca Topak.

- HeT, Bop! - cepanTo BbIKpUKHYJ1a AEeBYOHKaA.

- HO KakK... 1 MOr... 4YTO-TO YKpacCTb Y Bac? { Befb Oa>kKe He 3Halo, KTO Bbl Takune!

- OH nKeT, - X0N104HO CKa3an Houwa.

A neB4YoOHKa, He obpallas Ha Hero BHMMaHUS, NpoaosKana:

- Tbl nepexBaTui Hawy kocynw! - N 3ameTumna, obpawasack K pe>xebopogomy
BeNIMKaHy: - OTnycTtu ero, Ocnak, He TO yayLnLLb.

Ocnak noctaBun Topaka Ha 3eMJ10, HO Aep ka1l ero no-rnpe>xHeMy Kperko n HoX oT
ropsa Toxe He ybpan.

A [eBOYKa aKKypaTHO CyHYyJia CTpPenly B KOJ4aH U 3aKUHYNa JiyK U KOJM14aH 3a naeYo.
3aTo oHoWa cTpeny ybupaTb n He nogyman. Cyaa no ToMy, Kak biiectenu ero rnasa,
BCE 3TO OOCTaBASAN0 eMy yOoBOAbCTBUE. U BbiCTpennn Bbl OH, SIBHO He 3a4yMbIBasACh.

TopaK OTKaWwJiancqd, notep ropJsio n nonbiTaJicd He3aMeTHO OO0TAHYTbCA OO0 HOXKa.

- He TpoHb! Jly4ylwle 9 cam ero Bo3bMmy.

Ocnak, He ocnabnsaa xeaTku, cesoboaHom pyK0|7| JIOBKO CHAJ1 C MaJib4UKa HOX N JTYK U
LWBbLIPHY1 K HOraM aeBo4kun. N1 oHa, C NobonbITCTBOM OCMOTpEB €ro HoX, cripocuna:

- A 3TO Thbl TOXe yKpan?

- HeT! - BO3MyTunca Topak. - 3TO... 3TOT HOXX MNMpUHaLsiexasa MoeMy oTuy.

KoHe4yHOo Xe, OHM eMy He noepuan!

OH mocMoTpen Ha AeBOYKY:

- Tbl CKa3asia, 4YTo g nepexBaTwn/ Ballero oJjieHd. Kak 3To oH Mor ObITb BaWINM?



- 3TO Hawa 4acTb Jleca, - HaAMEHHO 3asBMJ1 IOHOLLA.

Topak 6bl1 03aaaveH.

- Kak 3To - «Balla 4YacTb Jleca»? JleC HUKOMY He NPUHALNIEXUT...

- Tenepb NPUHAONIEXUT, - Npe3puTesibHo obopBas ero HoLwa. - 3To 6bIS10 peLleHo
Ha CoBeTe nsiemeH. NoToMy 4To... - OH He OroBOPUS U HaxMypuscsa. - Ho 3To He
Ba>XHO. [0pa340 Ba)KHee TO, YTO Thbl NepexBaTua Hally A06bivy. A Mo 3aKOHY 3@ Takou
NOCTYMOK nosilaraeTcs cMepTb. N He npuTBopsincs, 6yaTo Tbl 3TOro He 3Hai.

Topak nokpsbica xonogHbiM notoM. CMEPTb? Kak 3T0? Hey>XXenn 3a KaKyto-TO KOCYJIH0
yesioBeka MOryT youTb?

Bo pTy y Hero tak nepecoxso, 4TO OH efBa CMOrl MOLUEeBEeSINTb A3bIKOM.

- Ho ecnu... ecnm 3TO TOT CaMblli OJIEHb, KOTOPOro Bbl NpecsiegoBanu, TO BO3bMUTE
€ro n oTNycTuTe MeHsA. MACco y MeHs B 3amnjie4yHom Kop3nHe. CbecTb s yCren COBCEM
HEMHOro.

Ocnak n geB4oHKa neperssHy/nCb, HO IOHOLIA CYPOBO NoKa4arl roJI0BOV N 3a8BUJI:

- Bce He Tak npocTo. Tenepb Tbl - MO MEHHUK. OCnak, CBSXXU eMy PYKU, N OTBEOEM
ero K ®nH-KegnHHy.

- Arpge aTo? - c Tpesoroun cripocun Topak.

- ®MH-KeguHH - 3TO He Ha3BaHMe MecCTa, - YcMexHysca Ocnak, - a UMs 4YesioBeKa.

- [a Tbl XOTb 4TO-HUOYAb 3HaELWb? - PbIPKHYIA OEBYOHKA.

- ®nH-KegunHH - Mo asas, - ckasan toHoLa, ropao BbIMPSMUBLLUUCL, - U BOXKb
Hawero nnemeHun. A moe nmsa - Xopa, mon oteu, 6611 6paTomM OUH-KeanHHa.

- A 4TO 3TO 3a nNnemaA? 1 kyna Bbl MeEHA BefeTe?



Ho Ha Bomnpochkl Topaka HUKTO He oTBeTWI, a OCnak Tak ero NoATONIKHYJ1, YTO OH ynan
Ha KosieHW. MNblITassiCb BCTaTb, OH O ISAHYJICSA Yepe3 MNJievyo 1, K CBOeMy yxkacy, yBuaen,
4TO BONIK BEPHYNCS, IBHO »KeJslas OTbiCKaTb €ro, U CTOUT OT HMUX Warax B ABaauaTw,
HeyBepeHHO NornsiabiBasi Ha HE3HAKOMLLEB U NMPUHIOXNBAACH.

Te rnoka 4To BOJIYOHKA He 3aMe4anun. A 4To, ecsin 3aMeTAT? BO3MOXHO, OHU TOXe
yBa)KaloT CTapUHHbLIA 3aKOH Jleca, 3anpeLuatowmin OXoTHUKY ybmsaTb Opyroro
OXOTHUKa. Ho 4TO, ec/nim nMm 3axo4yeTcs oTOrHaTb Bonka npoyb? Topak cpasy
npenctasun cebe, kak 6e33aWNTHLIN BONHOHOK 6poanT no Jlecy n BoeT oT rosoaa...

YT106bI NPenynpeAnTb CBOEro MaseHbKOoro Apyra v 3aCTaBuUTb €ro ocTaBaTbCA Ha
MecTe, OH AepHY/ roJloBOWM N HEFPOMKO, HO HAaCTOMYMBO cKa3sas: «Ydpd!», 4To no-
BOJ14bM O3Ha4asno: «OnacHoCTb!»

Ocnak oT yYOUBJIEHNA OaXXe CrNOTKHYJICA N YYTb He YIaJl Ha HEero:

- Y10 Tl CKA3an?

- Ypp! - rpomko nosTopua Topak.

N c oTyaaHnem yBuaen, 4To Bosnk n He gymaeT oTcTynaTb. Hao60opoT, npuxaB yLuu,
oH Bbpocuncs npsamMo K Topaky...

- A 3To ewle 410 Takoe? - npobopmoTan Ocnak.

He Bbinyckas Topaka 13 cBoOen pyyunLLmn, oH 6bICTPO HAKJIOHMICA U CXBAaTWJ1 BOJTHOHKA
3a LWKUPKY.

ToT U3BMBaJICA N OrpbI3anCs, HO BbIrNa4eN XaJlkKUM U MaJZIeHbKUM, CBUCAA U3
OrpoMHON KpacHoun nanuwun Ocnaka.

- Cenyac e otnycTun ero! - KpukHyn Topak, N30 BCexX CUJI1 CTapasChb BbIPBaTbCH. -
OTnycTn, He TO A Tebs ybbio!

Ocnak n geB4oHKa TakK U NOKaTUINUCbL CO CMeXYy.



- OTnycTun ero! - y)>xe COBCEM NUHbIM TOHOM B3MOUJICA Topak. - OH e Tebe Hn4yero He
cpenan!

- JlagHO, OTrOHW ero nogasblue, N NMoLwan, - pa3gpa>KeHHo npukasan Xopa.

- HeT! - 41O ecTb cmnbl 3aBonun Topak. - 3To Mo npo... HeT!

[leBoYKa rAsiHys1la Ha Hero c NoAo3peHneMm:

- TBOW - KTO?

- Hy, npocTo oH Mo, - npobopmoTan Topak.

OH MOHKMan, YTO He A0JIKEH HUKOMY OTKPbIBATb HM CBOEro HaMepeHUs OThbICKaTb
CBsiLLleHHYto [opy, HXN CBOEro yMeHusl pa3roBapuBaTh C Bonkom.

«[lepXXuncob ot mogen noganbwie. ECnv oHKU Y3HalOT, Ha 4YTO Tbl cnocobeH...»

- Mownwu, PeHH, - cepanTo BypkHyN Xopa. - Mbl 3ps TepseM BpeMs.

Ho PeHH BCe elle c cOMHeHneM pa3rnganbiBasa Topaka. [NoToMm nosepHynack K Ocnaky
n Benena:

- aBan ero ctoga. - OHa CyHyJla BOJIYHOHKA B MELLUOK U3 OJIEHbEN LWWKYPbl U KPENKO
3aTsHY1a FrOPJibILLKO MJETEHOWN TECEMKON. 3aKNHYB 3a CMHY N3BUBAOLLNINCSA BOOLWNN
MELUOK, OHa CKa3ana Topaky: - A Tbl ny4dlle Bean cebs CMUPHO, HE TO 51 BO3bMY Aa U
pa3o6bbio emy ballKy 0 AepeBo.

Topak MEeTHY/1 Ha Hee rHeBHbIN B3rnan. Bpaa nvu aeB4oHKa NposSiBUT TaKylo
YKECTOKOCTb, 0AHAKO el Kyaa bbicTpee yaanocb CMUPUTL ero, 4em Ocniaky uan
Xopay.

Oc/lak CHOBa C CUJIOM NMOATONKHYJ1 €ro C3a4u, U OHU ABUHYNCH MO MPOTOMNTaHHOW
OJIEHAMU TpOMe Ky[la-TO Ha ceBepo-3anaf.



Bckope y Topaka Ha4va/n HblTb CBA3aHHbIE KUCTU pPYK. «JlagHO, NYCTb HOKOT», - AyMall
OH 3106H0. OH 6bIN CTpalIHO 301 Ha cebsa. «Bceraa cnepBa NOCMOTPU, 4TO Y Tebs
c3agun». OTewl CTONILKO pa3 noBTopAa 3To emy! A oH He nocMmoTpen. N BOT Tenepb 3a
3TO pacnjavynBaeTCs, a BMecTe C HUM 1 Bonk. N3 mellKka, BuceBLwero y 4eB40HKMN 3a
CNMHON, BosbLle He CAbIWaNoCh HU PblYaHUSA, HU NPpUAYLLIEeHHbIX Bonjen. «Heyxxenu
OH 3aAblxaeTca? A BAPYr OH y)Xe yMep?» - B y>Kace nogyman Topak.

N cTtan ynpawmBaTb PEHH XOTb HEMHOIO NMPUOTKPbLITb MELLOK U AaTb BOMYOHKY
rNOTHYTb BO34yXa.

- He Hy>XHO, - 3asBW1a OHa, OaXe He O6epHyBLLII/ICb, - 4 XXeé YyBCTBYHO, KaK OH TaM
OpblraeTcs.

N Topak, cTUcHyB 3ybbl, nowen ganblie, NOHUMas, 4YTO NPOCTO Heob6xoAMMO Nockopee
4YTO-TO NPUAYMaTb OJ19 UX CrAaCeHU4.

Ocnak HeOTCTYMHO cnefoBas 3a HAUM, a Xop4 NOCTOSAHHO Masynn Bnepeaun Bcex. Ha
BuAa XopAay 6b1510 neT geBsaTHaAUaTb. ODTOT KPACUBbIA U XOPOLLO C/IOXKEHHbIN IOHOLA
BbIr1S4es1 OAHOBPEMEHHO M YepecHyp CaMOYBEPEHHbLIM, N KAKUM-TO HECMOKOWHbIM:
NoXo>e, eMy 0THYasiHHO XO0TeNoCb BbITb BO BCEM MEPBbLIM, HO OH - U, BUANUMO, He 6e3
OCHOBaHMM - 6osnCA, 4TO BCeraa v Bo BceM ByaeT B NyyLLIEM CJ/lyHae TOJIbKO BTOPbIM.
JlTagHO clunTasa ogexaa ero oTJn4yanacb akKypaTHOCTbIO, Aa U UBeTa B Hell Hbin
300pOBO NOAO0OpPaHbI: KYpTKa U WTaHbl MPOLWNTbI XXWUJaMU, CNJIETEHHBIMU B KOCUYKY U
OKpaLLUEHHbIMU KPaCHOW KPacKon, a No Kpak oTAeslaHbl ele KaKUMU-TO NTU4YbUMN
nepbAMKU C 3e1eHOBaTbIMUN NATHbIWKaMK. Ha rpyam y XopAaa KpacoBasoCb
noTpscatoLee oxepesnbe U3 3ybos 61aropoaHoOro oseHs.

Topak 6bl1 03a4a4€eH. 3a4eM OXOTHUKY Takasa sipkas uBeTHas ogexaa? A 3To
oxxepesbe elle n bpskaeT Npu KakaoM ABUMXKEHUN, 4TO yXK BoobLle HUKyaa He
roguTcs.

PeHH nnuoM noxoaunna Ha Xopaa, v Topak goragascsl, YTo OHW, HaBepHoe, bpaT n
cecTpa, ToNIbKO PeHH roa Ha YyeTbipe MoJioXe. Ha ee cBeT/ion Koxxe Obisla 0THETIMBO
BUIHA NJjieMeHHas TaTyUPOBKa - MO TPU TOHKME TEMHO-CUHME MOJIOCKU HA KaXKaoMn
CKyne, - NnpuaaBaBLlas ee 06/IMKY HECKOIbKO U3JTINLLHIOW PEe3KOCTb M Bbi3biBaBLUAs
HepoBepue. «Bpan nn, - agyman Topak, - 1 Korga-Hubyab CTaHy NPoCUTb ee 0
MOMOLL».



KypTKa ” WTaHbl PEHH, CLUMTbIE U3 OJIEHbEWN LLUKYPbl U AOBOJILHO MPs3HbLIE U NOTEPThLIE,
He OT/INYaINCb N3bICKAHHOCTbLIO, 3aTO €e JIyK N KOJ14aH Co cTpenamMu Bbisin NpocTo
BEJINKOJIEMNHbI; CTpenbl 6blIN NCKYCHO OoNepeHbl NepbsaMU COBbI U NeTenu, BUAnMo,
coBepLlleHHo becwyMHo. Ha 60nblLIOM 1 YKa3aTe/ibHOM NasbLe NeBoN pykKn PeHH
HOCWK/1a KOXXaHble NepcTHU-obepern, a Ha NpaBoOM 3aN4aCTbe ele oauH obeper -
OpacneT n3 3en1eHOro NoJIMPOBAHHOIO CslaHua. Topak goragancs, 4To Takme
BpacneTbl HOCAT Te, YTO XUBYT, C/Iy>Xa APYrvM, 3a CHET CBOEro YMeHUs OT/INYHO
CTpensaTb U3 NyKa. «Tak BOT B 4eM geno! - oyman oH. - BoT noyemy oHa, B oT/in4umne oT
Xopha, Tak CKpOMHO ogeTal»

Ho n3 kakoro ke oHa nsiemeHn? Cneea K KypTKe y Hee Obl1 NpuwmnT - Kak 1y Ocnaka
n XopZa - CUMBOJ UX pofa: Ny4oK 6secTawmx YepHblX NepbLeB, ABHO
NnpUHaasieXxaBwmx ToTeMy nsieMmeHu. Ho komy nmeHHo? Jlebeniwo? Opny? Topak HUKaK
He Mor yragaTb.

OHW Wn BCe YyTPO, HE OCTaHaB/IMBASACh HN MOECTb, HN HanNUTbCA. OHN Nepecekanu
6010TNCTbIE AO/INHBI, CMOLLb 3apPOCLUME OJIbXOMN M BEYHO YTO-TO LLUENYYLMMN
OCUMHKaMu, B36Mpanncb Ha X0IMbl, TEMHbIE OT LWYMAMBbIX BE&CCOHHLIX coceH. Koraa
Topak Npoxoann Nog HUMU, 3TN OepeBbsa NeYvYasibHO B3AblXa M, CJIOBHO OMJIakMuBas ero
cKopylto rnbeneb.

Heb0 3aTAHYIN Ty4u, CONHLUE CKPbIIOCh, U Topak pacTepsincs, He NMOoHMMas, B KAaKOM
HanpaBJIEHUN OHW ABUXXYTCS. HakoHeLl MM nonancs XoaMm, NoAHOXXNE KOTOPOro
NOKPbIBa/IM MHOFOYUCSIEHHbIE BLICOKME, MO MOSAC, MypPaBENHUKN. A MOCKONbKY MypaBby
CTPOSIT CBOU [IOMA TOJILKO C I0)XKHOW CTOPOHbI AepeBbeB, Topak Aoragancs, 4To nayTt
OHW NPMMEPHO Ha 3anag.

Yepe3 HEKOTOpPOE BPeEMS OHM NOAOLIN K HEBONbLLOMY pyyelKy, 1 XopA NO3BOJIAI
BCEM HaNMUTbCSA, HO YrpoXKaloLLe npopbiyan:

- Mbl CIMLLKOM MeaJsieHHO naem! Ham elle yepes BCO OOJIMHY TOMaTb HYXKHO, MOKa Mbl
no N3sunucton peku gobepemcs.

Topak HAaCTOPOXXWJICS, HafesACh, YTO yAacTCca NoACAYyLaTh YTO-HUOYAb NONE3HOe...

Ho PeHH TyT XXe 3amMeTunna, 4To OH NoAC/yLLUMBaeT.



- N3BUAncTas peka, - MefJIeHHO MOsICHWJIa OHa, Pa3roBapuBas C HUM, Kak C
MJaZleHLIeM, - HAXOAUTCSA ellle Aafblie K 3anagy, B cocefHeln AonHe. TaM Mbl
0OCeHblo BCerga ycTpanBaem CTOAHKY. A B ABYX OHAX X04bbbl 0OTClofa Ha ceBep
packuHynacek LUnpokas Boaa, rae Mbl 06bI4HO CTOUM N1eTOM. Mbl JIOBUM TaMm J1I0COCH.
Jlococb - 3T0 pbiba Takas, eCv Thbl HE 3Haelllb.

Topak YyBCTBOBaJI, KAk THEBHO MbINAKT Y HEro weku. YTo »x, Nno KpanHen mepe,
Tenepb OH 3HaJ, KyAa OHW HanpaB/ISOTCA: HA OCEHHIOK CTOSAHKY €ro njieHnTenen.
970 nnoxo. CTosAHKa - 3Ha4YUT OYE€Hb MHOIO JIIOAEN N OYEeHb MaJo LWAHCOB Ha
cnaceHue.

OHW BCE WM 1 WK, @ COJIHLE CMYCKAJI0Cb BCE HMXXEe, N NaeHuTenn Topaka cTtanu
BeCcTn cebss HACTOPO)KEHHO, YaCTO OCTaHaBAMBAINCL, MPUCAYLIMBAINCL, 03UPASTUCH.
OH poragbiBasiCcsa: OHU TOXe 3HalT 0 TOM MeaBene. Bo3MO)XHO, UMEHHO MO3TOMY OHU
N BBENN HeC/bIXaHHbIN 0bbl4al 3apaHee «BnageTb» Aobblyen, KoTopyto ele n ybuTtb
He ycnenun. Buaumo, nobbivya ctaHoBmnack Bce 6onee peakon, nbo measenb pacnyran
BCeXx 3Bepen. Topak cTapaicsa He AyMaTb O MeaBede, HO 3TO eMy yAaBaJioCb MJ0Xo.

OHM cnycTunnce B 6onbLWyo A0NHY, FAe pocaun Aybbl, ACEHN N COCHbI, N BCKOpPE
OOCTUr NN WWINPOKOWN cepebpuctonm pekn. 3T1o, HaBepHoe, 1 bblna M3Bnnnctas peka.

N Bopyr Topak novyss 3anax ApeBeCcHOro aAbiMa. OHM NMpubnm»xanncb K CTOSHKE.
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Korna oHn B4eTBEPOM MNepebunpanncb Yepes peky no AepeBssHHOMY MOCTY, Topak
HEeOTPbLIBHO CMOTpPEJST BHU3, HA CKOJIb3SLLME BOJIHbI, N AiyMasl, @ HE MPbIrHYTb /1N B
BoAy. K COXKaneHuto, pykn y Hero bbiam cBS3aHbl, TaK YTO OH HaBEPHSAKA YTOHY Obl.
Ia n Bonka 6pocnTb OH HUKaK He MOr.

Ha Tom 6epery oHM NpOoLLN BHU3 MO TEYEHUIO LWAroB AeCATb, N OepeBbs BAPYT
PaCcCTyNUINCh, OTKPbIBas LUNPOKYHO MOAsiHY. Topak cpa3y rno4vyss 3anax COCHOBbIX



APOB 1 CBEXEWN KPOBU 1 YBMAEN YeTbipe 60/bLLINX XKXUANULLA, KPbIThIX LUKYpaMun
CeBepHbIX oneHen. TakMx 4OMOB OH HUKOrAa paHblle He Buaen. Bokpyr 66110 NoaHO
noaen, Ho Bce OHKM 6binn 3aHATHI paboTonm 1 Topaka NMokKa 4YTo He 3aMeYdasnn. A OH C
KaKOWN-TO yAVNBUTENbHON, MOPOXXAEHHON CTPAXOM ACHOCTbIO BOCMPUHMMAN Ka)Kayto
feTanb HOBOro ons Hero 6biTa.

Ha bepery pekn nBoe My>X4uH CBe)XeBasin Tywy KabaHa, noaBeLlleHHYI0 K BeTKe
nepesa. OHM y)Ke BbIMOTPOLLNAN 3BEPSA U Tenepb, ydpaB HOXXN B HOXKHbI, akKKypaTHO
CANpPanInN C Hero WwKypy, 4Tobbl HN B KOEM CJly4ae He NoBpeaAuTb ee N He NPOTKHYThb.
Oba 6b1s1n 06HaXkeHbl Mo NoAC, HO B AJIMHHbLIX (hapTyKaX, CLUNTbIX U3 PbibbUX LLKYPOK.
OTuK N aun rnokasannce Topaky nyratoue MoOry4mMmn; Ha ux MyCKyJIMCTbIX pyKax
oyrpunuce ypoanmseble 3ursaroobpasHblie wpambl. C Tywn kabaHa MegneHHO
coyunsiacb KpoBb, NMajas B NoACTaB/IeHHOe KopbiTue 13 bepecThl.

Ha menkoBogbe ABe OEBYLWKN B KOPOTKNX pybaxax U3 ofieHben KOXXN, XNXMNKas,
npoMbiBasn KabaHbM BHYTPEHHOCTU, a PAAO0M Tpoe MaJsibiWen cCTapaTesibHO nenuau us
MOKPOro necka KyJIM4MKn 1 yKpawaam nx BeTo4ykaMu CMKoOMopsbl. [1Be nerkue rnagkue
JIOL0YKU, KpbITbIE LLUKYpaMu, fiexxanu Ha bepery Heflasieko OT BOAbl. 3eMJi1si BOKPYT
noAokK BcsA bnectena oT pblbben Yewyn. e cobakm [OBOJSILHO CBMPENOro BUAa,
noABbiBas, BbiMpaluMBasan NOLAYKY.

B ueHTpe nonsHbl Bo3ne 60abLLOro KOCTpa N3 COCHOBbIX APOB Ha LMHOBKAX,
CMJIeTEHHbIX N3 MBOBbIX BETOK, CUAENN XKEHLUWHbI N, TUXO NeperoBapuBasCh, JyLLNIN
NecHble opexun nnm nepebupann n ckaaabiBajam B KOP3NHY Arogbl MOXX>XKeBesibHUKaA.
HWKTO U3 HNX BHeLWHe He noxoaun HNU Ha Xopha, HXW Ha PeHH; TopaKy oake Ha
MWHYTKY MPULLJIO B FOJIOBY, 4TO BpaT C CECTPON - TOXKE CMPOThI, KaK U OH.

YyTb B CTOPOHE OT XXEHLIMNH KaKas-To CTapyxa U3roToBasa CTpesbl: BCTaBNAa
TOHKWNE, KaK UTJibl, OCKOJIKW KPEMHS B Npope3b Ha ApPEBKE, a 3aTEM NPOYHO
3aKpenJssia Ux C NOMOLLbIO KJiest U3 COCHOBOW CMOJIbl U NYENIMHOI0 BOCKa. K KypTke
ee crnepeamn 6b11 NPUWNT KPYTrJ/bi KOCTSHOM aMyleT C Bblpe3aHHOW Ha HeM
cnupanbto, n Topak goranasnacs, YTo CTapyxa 3Ta, A0JIKHO bbITh, KonayHbs. OTel
MHOI0 paccka3biBasl eMy 0 KOJIAYHaX: OHM YMenn ncuenatb 60n1e3Hn, npeackasbiBaTh,
roe ecTb ANYb U Kakaa byneT noroga. Ho 3Ta cTapas XeHWuHa Bbirisgena Tak,
C/IOBHO MOrfna genathb 1 Kyaa 6osee onacHble BewWm, YeM NMpeackasbiBaTb noroay.

Y KOCTpa XopolleHbKasa AeBYyLIKa NpUriasabiBana 3a BapeBOM, rOTOBSLIMMCS B
obMasaHHOM ranHon bypatoke. MNap oT BapeBa NOAHMMANCSH TAaKOW ryCcTOW, 4TO Y
JEeBYLLKN LUEBENNINCh BOJIOChI, KO la OHa MaJIOYKOM-POryibKOW BblHMMaa U3 KOCTpPa



pacKaJieHHble OOKpacHa KaMHK 1 Bbpocana ux B bypatok. NMNoxnebka pacnpocTpaHana
TakKoW anneTUTHbIN MACHON AYyX, 4TO y Topaka NoTeKN CIIIOHKMU.

PA4OM C eBYLLIKON HEMOJIOA0M MY>XYMHA, CTOSA Ha KOJNIEHAX, HaJeBaJsl Ha BepTen
TYLWKW 3anueB. Y Hero 6bin Takne xxe TEMHO-PbIXXME BOJIOChI, Kak 1y Xopaa, n
KOopoTKas pbikas 6opoaka, HO Ha 3TOM BCE ero CXoACTBO C XOpAOM M 3aKaH4YMBaNOCh.
JInLo My>X4MHbI NOpakasio CBOUM CMOKONCTBMEM N CUIION; TOopaKy faxke rnoka3asnoch,
4YTO OHO BbIpe3aHO M3 Nec4aHuka. OH Tak 3aCMOTpesICA Ha ero Heobbl4YHOE NNLLO, H4TO
naxke no3abbin 0 AUBHOM apoMaTe MACHOW noxsaebkn. N 6e3 cnos 6b1s10 ACHO, 4TO 3TOT
yenosek obnafaeT 34eCb OrPOMHON BNACTbIO.

Ocnak pa3Bsizan Topaky PyKW 1 NOATOJSIKHY €ro K LeHTPY nossiHbl. Cobaku TyT Xe
BCKOYUIIN U SPOCTHO 3anasinu. CTapyxa caenasna Pyko Kakoe-To MUMOJIeTHoE
ABUXKEeHMe, 1 cobakn CMOSIKNKW, NPOA0/IKas INWb TUXO pbl4aTb. Bce cpa3y nepectanu
3aHUMaTbCs CBOUMU AenaMn U yCTaBUAUCh Ha Topaka. Ul ToNbKO TOT My>X4YMHa Y
KOCTpa NpoAoJixKaa CNOKOMHO HacaXXnBaTb 3aliLeB Ha BepTes. HakoHel, MOKOHYMB C
3TMM, OH HETOPOMIMBO BbITEP PYKM O 3€MJII0, MOAHSICSA U CTasl MOJIYa XOATb, KOraa
Topaka noasenyT K HeMy nobnmxe.

XopolleHbKas AeBYyLUKa, BapuBLIas Cyrn, MeIbKOM IsiHyla Ha XopAa W, 3aCTeHYMBO
eMy ynblbHYBLUNCb, CKa3ana:

KoHel, 03HaKOMUTENbLHOro pparMeHTa.
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