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MeppuvH, B OT/IMYME OT CTapLlen cecTpbl negn O>KoaHHbl [paHT, N3BECTHON
CBETCKUMW npmemMamu, BbIrNAaAUT CUHUM YYJIKOM, CKpbIBas, 4TO NOA BUAVNMOCTbIO
3aypagHoOn XU3HW OHa paboTaeT Ha YaCTHOro ChiWwmKa. MeppuH XaxxaeT OTOMCTUTb
Fappuky, HoBoucnevyeHHoMY repuory ®apHy, ybuswiemy ee 6pata. Ho BO Bpems
NMMBHOIO HaBOAHEHUA MosioAble NIIAN OKa3blBaloTCA nepen AMLoM CMepTHn, U
HEerNMpuaA3Hb U HEHABUCTb APYr K APYry rnepepoxaaTcsa B 6e3yMHyto cTpacTb. Ho
BO3MO>XHO J1IN COXPaHUTb TperneTHoe 4YyBCTBO MOCJIe TOro, Kak y>acCbl HAaBOOHEHUNS
OCTaHyTCAa no3agu?..

KopHunk Hnkona

NMonHo4YHas noboBHULA

Moen maTepu Cnnbsun

Korga K »Xn3Hu ntoboBb MeHs B MUp Npu3Bana,

MHe ypoku nobBum oHa cpa3y fana,

Kntoy BonwebHbI CKOBasla U3 cepala YacTuyek
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- Mbl He XXAanu Bac, Balla CBETJI0CTb, - MpounsHec NMonHTep.

Manbubl Nappuka HopTekca, repuora dapHa, paccrtermeatoLwime nyrosubl
LUEPCTSAHOro NasibTo OT/INYHOIO KayecTBa, 3aMepsn. Ero nneum bbinnm ycesHbl
AOXKAEBbIMN KanJsiMn - B TYCKJIOM CBETe CBeYen oHU nobneckmeanm, Kak
MPUNOPOLLUEHHbIE MblJIbIO AparoueHHbie KaMHW, N CKaTbIBaJINCb HA KaMeHHbIe MINTbI
nona, obpasys nyxxuuy.

- 4 Toxxe pap Tebs BuaeTb, [MonHTep, - OTBETU OH.

Ha nuue nBopeukoro He APOrHyJ1 HA OAUH MYCKYJI.

Fappuk Nogyman, 4To, BUANUMO, €ro NOKOMHbIN OTEeL, HUKOrAa He WYTWa C NpUCayron.
MOKOMHbLINA repuor caaBuacsa MHOMrMMW Ka4eCTBaMu, HO OTHIOAb HE YYBCTBOM IOMOpa.

- Y Hac He 6b1J10 BpEMEHM NOATOTOBUTL A1 BaC NMOKOMW, Balla CBETJIOCTb, -
nponosixan MonHTep, - U B AOME HET HUKaKOoW eabl. 9 nosy4ymnn Bawle coobuieHne
BCEro HeCKOJIbKO 4YaCOB Ha3ah M eLle He yCnena HUKOro HaHATb. - OH )KeCTOM NoKa3aJl
Ha 3a4exJiIeHHYyl0 Mebenb 1 NblsibHble 3epKaa. - [Jom 6bia 3aKpbIT. Y Hac He 6b1n10
BO3MOXXHOCTM NpoBecTn y6opKy.

CoMHeBaTbCH B 3TOM He npuxoamnnocb. C NOCTPbl B LLEHTPE NMPOCTOPHOro X0J1/1a
CBMUCana OJINHHAs NayTuHa. 3adyexseHHas mebenb 1 cTaTymn, oTbpackiBatoLlme
OJINHHbIE TEHW, TOJNIbKO YCUIMBAIN OLWYLLLEHNE MPAYHOW TauHCTBEHHOCTW. U 3p0ech
6b1J10 X0N04HO, O4YEHb X0I04HO. FAappPUK NoXKasen, YTo pacCTerHyna nanabTo.



- MHe He TpebyeTcs cerogHs HUKaKUX U3bICKOB, cnacnbo, - NMporoBopu oH. - TONIbKO
cBeYa, 4Tobbl fobpaTbCa A0 MOCTENN, U HEMHOIO ropsiyen Boabl.

- Y Bac HeT c cobon 6araxka, Balla CBET/OCTb? - A/INHHLIAN HOC [MonHTepa, Tak
noaoxoaswmn K ero uMeHun[2 - Pointer - ykasblBatoWwnn, ykasaTtenb (aHrn.)],
HeonobpUTENbHO OEPHYICS.

- OH eneT cnepoMm, - KpaTko oTBeTun Nappuk. Hn oaHa KapeTa He cMora 6ol
YyrHaTbCA 3a ero 4epTOBCKM BbICTpON e340M.

- A Ball KamepguHep?

- N Tenpg>x Toxe.

FappuK BbIHYJ1 OAHY CBEYY M3 NOACBEYHUKA Ha cTeHe. OH YyBCTBOBaa cebsa y)KacHO
yCTanbIM, Mocsie Lenoro AHs CKayku BCe Teso Hbl1o oT Tynon 6onun. MaTb gHen Ha3an
OH MOXOPOHWJ OTLa - Ternepb TOT MOKOWUJICA B ceMelHoM cknene ®apHKopTa, Ha
3anagHoM nobepexse MpnaHaun. Hevero 661710 1 COMHEBATLCS, YTO CTapbI AbSBON
no>xenaeT 6blTb MOXOPOHEHHbLIM Ha UPJIAHACKUX 3eMJISIX CO BCEN BO3MOXKHOW
NMOMME3HOCTbIO N Pa3MaxoM N MaKCMMaJibHbIM Hey4o6CTBOM A1 pOACTBEHHUKOB. Mpun
>KMN3HW MOKOWHbIN repuor HUKoraa He npmBeYvan ®apHKOPT, CYMTas ero npaaHackKyto
KPacoTy rpyboi, a MeCTHbIX XXUTenemn - A3bl4HHUKamMu. Hn4yero yanBuTENIbHOro, 4TO Ha
€ro NMOXOPOHbI, KPOME YJIEHOB CEMbU, MPULLIIO BCEIr0 HECKOJILKO YEeI0BEK - U Te,
HaBEpPHOe, ANa TOro, YTobbl CaMOSIMYHO YOeanTbCs, 4TO OH AEACTBUTENIbHO yMep.

Tenepb Mappuk ctan repuorom apHOM, Uy HEro HeT CbiHa, KOTOPbIA MOr Obl
yHacnegoBaTh ero TUTYJ.

N HaBepHOe, HUKOrAa He byaer.

MNMepBbi Opak cTan ana Hero Tpareaven. U Fappunky He XoTesioCb NOBTOPSATL
MonbITKY.

OH oCcTaHOBWCS NMepepn NoJsoron NecTHULEN, 4YTO BeNa Ha BTOPOW 3Tax. [lepeBsAHHblIe
CTYMEHWN CO CJIOXKHbIM Y30POM MOKpPbIBaA TOJNCTbLIAN CNOK rpasun. N3sawHble n3rnbeol
KOBaHbIX Nepun ykpalwlana ryctasa 6enas naytmHa. 9ToT 4OM HanoMuHan mormny. Kak
emy 1 nogobano.



OTeu Nappuka, BoceMHaguaTbin repuor ®apH, 6€3yMHO 3/1MCS, 4TO YMUpPAET Tak
paHO, HEe ycneB yA0BAETBOPUTbL CBOU aMbunummn. OH NpoTecToBas NPOTUB CBOEN
cMepTesibHOW 60Ne3Hn, TeM CaMbiM, BEPOATHO, NPNBAN3NB CBOKO KOHYMHY. U BOT
Tenepb MNappuUK cTan X039MHOM 3TOro MaB30siea 1 euwle ABaaLaTW WeCTU OMOB B
DeCcsaTn CTpaHax, He roBops y>Ke 0 HEeNPUINYHO OrPOMHOM COCTOSAHUU. 3HAYUTENIbHO
bonbwemMm, 4em BripaBe UMEeTb OAUH YEJI0BEK.

FappuK notuen no 6ecKkoHeYHOMY KOPUAOopPY, APYroil KOHEL, KOTOPOro TEPSICS BO
TbMe. 1o NPUBbLIYKE OH TOJIKHYJ LLECTYO ABEPb MO JIEBOW CTOPOHE, rae
pacnosiarasncb cnanbHble MOKOW. B Tex peakunx cinyyasix, Korga oH ocTaHaBJIMBAJICA B
JlIoHOoHe B AoMe oTLa, 3TOo Bceraa 6bisia ero cnanbHA. MeHblle, YeM X035CKas, HO
HUYYTb He bonee yoTHas. lom ®apHOB cTpouan, 4Tobbl yCTpallaTbh U NOAABAATL, a
OTHIOAb HEe AN TOro, YTobbl roBOPUTL «A06PO NoXKasnoBaTb». B 3anyTaHHbIX
Kopuaopax Morjia HeCKOJIbKO AHEN nayTaTbh Hebonblas apMnsa. KaMUHHbBIN o4ar 6bin
NycT, @ KOMHaTa Bbirnaaena Xos04HOW U HEMPUBETIMBOMA, HECMOTPSA Ha CTPaHHbIN
3anax AbIMKa B BO34yXe, Kak OyaTo 340eCb TOJ/IbKO YTO XXMM CBeYn. Ha mony Bansinocb
n3pgaHue «MaHchung-napka». Fappuk paccesaHHO NOAHSAN KHUTY N MOJIOXWI Ha CTO.

B ABepb NocTy4anu: npuwia ropHUYHasa ¢ ropsaven sonon. Noxoxxe, NMonHTepy
y0asnocb NMpuM3BaTb Ha NMOMOLLb MO KpanHen Mmepe ogHY C/y>XaHKy. [leByLika
OCTOPOXXHO MNoCTaBWIa KyBLMH Ha Kpan CTONa U UCNyraHHo npucesna B pesepaHce. Ee
LUMPOKO pacrnaxHyTble rnasa CKOJIb3HYJIM NO ero Auuy, Korga oH noBepHycs
nobnarofapuTb ee, N OHa TYT XXe oTBesia B3rnag. BepoaTHo, bosnacb, 4TO OH Takom
XXe, KaK 1 ero otel,. MoJsiBa 0 MOKOMHOM repLore HaBepHsKa goLwsia 40 KaXX4oro
JNIOHAOHCKOro areHTCTBa no HamMmy npucayru. OTeu Nappuka cymTan, 4To HacuoBaTh
C/Iy>KaHOK - 3TO ero rnpuBusierns, a He oTBpaTUTENIbHOE NpecTynJeHune.
BoceMHaauaTbin repuor ®apH 6un cnyr n nuHan cobak n HaobopoT. Mpwu
BOCMNOMUHaHMUKM 06 3ToM y NappunKa CBEO XXUBOT OT OTBPaLLEHUS.

Kak TO/IbKO 3a CNy>KaHKOM 3aKpblslacb ABEPb, OH CKUHYJ carnorn n nigan B340X
obneryeHuns. Ero nopagoBano OTCYyTCTBME KaMepanHepa. FappukKy HpaBUAIMUCL Canorun
N3 TOHKOW KOXXMN, HO OH He XeJslasl CHUMaTb UX UCKTIOYUTESIbHO C MPUMEHEHNEM
rpybon cunbl. To )xe caMoe Kacanocb ClopTyKa. Nappuk aake NnoCTUr NCKYCCTBO
CaMOCTOSATesIbHO MOBsA3bIBaTb rajiCTykK, MOJIOAOMY Fepuory Bcerfa Ka3asocb B
BbICLUEN CTENEHN HEMPAKTUYHbLIM O4EBaTbCA UM pa34eBaTbCA C MOCTOPOHHEN
nomMoulbio. Kpome Toro, OH MHOrMe rogbl XXWJ 1 nyTewwecTBoBal B TaKNX MecTax,
Kyha 6bl C HUM He noexas Aake caMbll BEPHbIN Cayra.



fopsaYas Boga CMblla OPOXKHYIO FPs3b, U repLory BHe3arnHo 3axXoTesioCb NPUHATb
BaHHY, 4TObOblI yCNOKOMTb Hotouwlee Teno. Ho BpeMsa 6b1s10 y)xe no3gHee, N OH He
cobunpancsa cHoBa 6ecrnokonTb cnyr. 3aBTpa eMy NPeaAcToOUT YTOMUTENbHOE
3HAaKOMCTBO C gesiaMn oTua. 9To ero 0643aHHOCTb. bbiTb repLorom - NpMBUIErns, Bo
BCSAKOM CJly4ae, Tak BHyLIaan eMy C CaMOro paHHero getcrtBa. XKaJib, 4TO No3>e OH
MOHSAJ, KaKoe 3TOo YynoBuuHoe bpemMs. Ho Bce paBHO He YKJIOHUACSA OT Hero. OH B
MOJIHON Mepe NMOHUMan CBOW AO0NAr N 0653aHHOCTU, HO Cenyac XoTeN TOJSIbKO CnaThb.

3amMeTuB Ha Komoae rpacduH c bpeHan, Nappuk pewnn, 4To HanbeT cebe nopumnto. OH
HagesACcs, 4To CMUPTHOE XOTb HEMHOIO ero corpeet. Ho 6peHan caenano He TOJIbKO
3TO, OHO 060Xr/10 eMy BHYTPEHHOCTU, HAaMOMHUB, YTO OH BECb AEHb HUYEro He efn. He
Ba)xHO. OH cHoBa HanoaHuN 6okan n BbiNW. 1 noBTOpUA Npoueanypy ewe pas. OT
YCTalIoOCTM N KPEMNKOr0 asIkoross 3aKpy>Xusaacb rosioBa, HO Tenepb OH XOTS Obl
CMOXXeT 3aCHYTb.

FappuK gymars, 4TO NPOCTbiHM ByaAyT BNa>XHbIMWU, HO, K €ro YANUBAEHUIO, NpOXaagHo-
rnagkKas NocTesb OKa3aslacb COBepLUeHHO cyxon. Co B3g0XoM obnervyeHums oH
CKOJIb3HY1 N0 NPOCTbLIHW W OMYCTWA FOJIOBY Ha MArYanwyto n3 nogywek. N Tyt xe
OLLYTWUN CNaAKWUi, eaBa yJI0BUMbIA apoOMaT JIETHEro cafa € HOTKaMM XXUMOJI0OCTU U
KOJIOKOJIbYMKOB. OH 3amnoJIHW/T BCe ero YyBCTBa M COrpen ayuwy, npobyxaas »kenaHus,
KOTOpble OH OTHIOOb He NpMBETCTBOBAJ1. [IPUKOCHOBEHME LLENKOBOW MPOCTbIHN K
roJIoN rpyan BHE3anHo rnokasaslacb eMy slackon NioboBHMUbLIL. FappuK ncnbitan
NCKYLLEeHne, CNnagocTpacTHOe, NopoYyHoe, cobnasHnTenbHoe. Teno Hanpsaraocb oT
BO3Oy>XOeHus.

OH rpe3uT. Ero 3axsatunnu paHTasunn.

FappuK CO CTOHOM NepeBepHYJICa Ha apyron 6ok, xenaa obysnaTb CBOE HEMOKOPHOE
Teno. Pasym gosikeH Bo3o6naaaTh Had NAoThio. 9TO HeTpyAHOo. OH genan 3To yxe
TbiCAYY pa3. Ho cenyac »xenaHne oKasasioCb CJINLLKOM CUJIbHbIM, OHO HAaKaTWJ10 Ha
Hero MOLHO 1N BbLICTPO U MPOHUKANO BHYTPb, MOKa OH He oKa3ascsa 6ecnomolleH
nepepn ero 4Yapamu. Fappuk ner Ha CnuHy n rnyboko B3A0XHYJ, HAaMoJHUB NIerkme
LLBETOYHbLIM apoMaToM. He Byab 3TO TaK HEBEPOATHO, OH MOKAANCSA Bbl, 4TO KTO-TO
CMUT Yy HEero Nof KpPoBaTbilO, KAKOW-TO AYX UM NPpU3paK, OKa3biBalOLWMWA Ha HEro
BJZINAHME CBOUM MPUCYTCTBUEM.

Ho 3To 6bin1a ToNbKO nrpa 4yBcTB. OH C/IMLLKOM yCTajl U MHOIO BbIMNWJI, Uy HEro AaBHO
He 6b110 XXEHLWNHbI, BOT TeJI0 " 6yHTOBaJ'IO, HarnoMnHagd, OT 4ero oOH OTKa3blBaeTCH.



o 6paka oH Bbla1 NOBECOM M MOC/e CMEPTU XKEHbI HA KaKoe-TO BPeEMS BEPHYJICH K
pa3ryabHOM XXN3HW. OH MbiTasICs PaCcTBOPUTbL CBOE rope 1 YyBCTBO BUHbI B
pacnyTcTBe. HO y Hero HM4yero He BbILWO. Tenepb OH XXWJ1 Kak MOHaXx, N MOTOMY
HEKOTOpble HEMPUATHbIE OLLyLLeHNS Bbinn Hen3bexxHbl. Bo BCAKOM cnyvae, OH Tak
cebe rosopwun.

O6buw,ecTBO pacnyckano o0 HeEM cnfaeTHU. MHoro neT noapsaa. EMy 6b1s10 3TO n3BeCTHO.
N oH He obpawan Ha HUX HUKAKOIr0 BHUMaHUS.

Fappuk PapH - YenoBeK, KOTOPbIN YOun nyylero gpyra, CnaBLIEro C ero XXeHoMn.

C Tex Mop NpoLsIo ABEHAaAUATb JIeT, HO AaXKe cenyac npu BoCNOMMHaHUM 06 3ToM y
Hero 3amMmpano cepaue n oywy Tep3asio 3Hakomoe 6bpems BUHbI U rops. Tak 1 JOSIKHO
ObITb. ENNTMBbA He ObiBaeT Nerkou.

OH noBepHyncs, 4Tobbl 3aQyTb CBEYY, U Ha rla3a eMy CHOBa nonasaacb KHUra. ToMuk
B TEMHO-KpaCHOW 06510)kKe ¢ YepHbIMM BykBamMu. MNog Hen Ha Tymbo4vke nexxanum
HebonbLne o4kKN. Mappuk nogHaN 6poBu. NMonHTEp NOJSIbL30BaICA ero cnajibHen, 4Tobbl
noYynTaTb? Bpsaa nun. BblLLKONEHHbIA OBOPELIKUA He CTaHeT Tak 6ecuepeMoHHOo
obpallaTbCsa C repuorckon cnajsbHen, ga v Bps4 M oH onobpseT yteHme nogobHom
benneTpucTukn.

FappuK B3s1 KHUTY U OTKpbIJ. Ha hop3aue cTosna gapcTBeHHas HagNUCb, MHULWAbI
B BMAeE nepeneTeHHbiXx M n ®, a CTpaHUubl UICTOYaN BCe TOT XKe efBa YJI0BUMbIN
LLBETOYHbIN apoMaT. FappuK NOMOXKWUA KHUFY Ha NOKPbIBaIO N pacCesaHHO nogymarl, He
CTOUT NX 3arfISHYTb No4 KPOBaTb UAKN B WKag B Nonckax 611M30pyKoro B3sIOMLLIMKA,
NaxHyLlero Kosokosb4mkamm. Ho oH Tak ycTan. 3aBTpa... 3aBTpa OH BCe 34eCb
obbILWeT, a cenyac eMy xoTenocb cOpoCnTbL CO CBOUX ney Bce 06A3aHHOCTM repuora,
3abbITb 0 Mpa4YHOM Hacneguu oTua U NPOBaNNTLCS B rNyOOKNIA COH.

OH Kak pa3 cobupancs yCHyTb, KOraa ABepb CnasibHU BAPYF HEOXXNAAHHO 1 6e3 cTyka
OTKpblacb. B npoeme nosiBunacb Kpacasuua. OHa BCS - OT 3J/IeFaHTHbIX TEMHbIX
JIOKOHOB 10 PO30BbIX aT/IACHbIX Tydenek - n3ny4vyana aypy U3biICKaHHOCTU 1
HENPUKPbLITON CEKCYaNbHOCTU. FappuUK BbITAHYCS B CTPYHKY.

- FappueT? YT0, 4epT BO3bMU... - OH OTYETNIMBO OLLYLas, KaK CUbHO BO36yaucs.
XOpOoLLO elle, YTO He ycnes CHATb 6plokn. - YTo, 4epT BO3bMU, Thl 34€Ch AeNaellb? -
TpeboBaTesbHO cnpocua oH. Hago 6b1s10 3anepeTh ABEPb, NMpULLJa 3ano3aanas



MbICJ1b. I'IpaBu,a, 3TO €ro gom, n OH He oXXnaasn, 4HTo KTO-TO NpuMOeT ero cobna3HATh.

NMocnenHun pas oH Bugencsa c NappmeT Hant Ha NoxopoHax oTua. Torga oHa C rosiosbl
[0 Hor Bblna 3akyTaHa B YepHoe. Cenyac e Hapsagunacb B 6negHo-po3oBoe
BO34YyLLUHOE oflesiHUe, KOTOpoe MoYTU HMUYEero He CKpbiBaso. A OH-TO AyMall, 4To
onepennn oCcTasbHbIX POACTBEHHUKOB CBOMM CKOPbIM BO3BpaLleHnem B JIOHOOH.
Buaumo, MNappueTt - nogonevyHas ero noKoOMHOro oTua - noexasna Bcaend 3a HUM. U
cenyac BO MJI0TW CTOSAN1a nepen HUM BO BCEN CBOEN BEJIMKOJIENHON HaAroTe: neHbtoap
CnyLweH ¢ 6enbix OKPYrabiX Naey v NnoJIHOW rpyan U HaBMCaeT Hag NblWHbIMUA
benpamun. Y Mappuka 3akpy>xuaacb ronoBa. OH 3Han, 4To MappumeT pacnyTHULA, HO He
AyMan, 4To OHa gonpeT o Takoro beccTbiacTaa.

- MNappuk, goporou. - Ero oMbin ee XpunioBaTbi, YYBCTBEHHbIV ronoc. - 4 npuexana,
4TOObI NONPUBETCTBOBATb HOBOUCIMEYEHHOI O repLora B ero HOBOM... KayecTBe.

FappueT OaBHO XOTeNa CTaTkb c/ieayouen repuormHen ®apH. OHa HUKOr4a 3TOro He
ckpbiBana. MpocTo paHblue He Npuberana K TaKo OTKPOBEHHOM TaKTUKE.

OHa caenana HeCKOJIbKO LWaroB U OCTaHOBMUAACh Y NocTenun. Fappuk 4yTb He
3ax1ebHyNCa OT MOLHOW BOJIHbLI €e AyX0B, 3arfywmnsellen kyna 6onee Markmim m
CNTaiKMM apoMaT KOJI0OKOJIbY4MKOB. OH 6yKBasIbHO yrnasa Ha No4YyLIKN.

- N NonHTep Tebs BnycTnn? - BO3MyTUNCA OH. - B 3TO Bpema cyTok? U B TakoM Bnae?

Fnynble Bonpocbkl. ObHa)keHHas MappueT cManT Ha Kpak NOCTEeNIN COBCEM PSAAOM, a OH
roBopuT 06 3TnkeTe? OH sIBHO He B cebe, NbsAH 1 paccTpoeH. Mpyab MNappuert
KOCHYJ1laCb €ro pykKu, U OH B34POrHyJsi. Tenepb OH y>Xe HU4ero He noHuman. la, oH
O4YeHb yCTan, BbIOUT U3 KOSIEU N OTHAAHHO XOYET XXEHLWHY, HO He 3Ty, a Ty, 4To bbina
NNLWb NMPU3paKkoM, ero cHoenageHuneMm. A segb NappueT bosiee 4eM peasibHa, N y Hee
Takas BesIMKoJienHasa rpyab...

OOHaKOo Yy Hee eCTb OFPOMHOE XKeJlaHue CTaTb FrepuornHen, n oH cenyac B 6o0nbLLION
ornacHocTwu. Nappuk OTOABUHYJICA OT Hee. NappueT YyBCTBEHHO NOTAHYNACh.

- [0e TBOSA KOMNaHbOHKAa? - 3abIXasACb, NONHTEpeCcoBasiCA OH. - He MoxeT ObIThb,
4yT06bI MUCCKC Poy4 ogobpuna...



- { nownto 3a Hen, ecsin Thbl XO4YeLb BTPOEM. - Y3KKMe 3eneHble rnasa MNappuer
nobneckmBanu, Kak y nymbl. - Fappuk, 4oporow, gasan otTnpasgHyem!

- CMepTb Moero oTuUa eaBa M NoBoA AN Npa3fgHUKa, - BoO3pasui oH. B ronose y Hero
MYTWUNOCh. - FappueT, He Hafo...

- HanpoTus. - OHa 3aKWHYJla Ha Hero Hory, NpUreoXxaas K MecTty. Ee Bna>kHoe
ropsyee Teno 06)xMrano fa)ke CKBO3b NPOCTbIHU. - Mbl BCE 04EHb CHACTJ/IMBbI, YTO OH
yMep, - 3asBuS1a oHa. - K yemMy nputBopsATbCA? U Tenepb Mbl MOXXKEM 3TO
OTNpa3fAHoOBaTb - B Y3KOM KPYry, TO/IbKO Thl U 5. - OHa CKOJIb3HYJ1a PYKOW NojA of4esno
N Hallynana ero Bo3by>XAeHHbI YneH. - O, OTJINYHO, Thbl Y)KE€ OTMETWJ1 HavaJlo.

N3rnbascb BCceM TenoMm, oHa NOAMOMI3/a K HeEMY eLle bavke, NpMHUKNA rnoueslyem K
ero rybam.

- bpeHaun, - npomMypabiKkana oHa. - BocxuturtensHo.

OQHaKo OHa CaMa Ha BKYC Oblsla HECKOJIbKO KUCJIOBaTa.

FappuvK NcnNbiTan Takoe YyBCTBO, ByATO ero AywaT AMBAaHHOM noayLKkon. OH
NpoTecTyloLle 3acToHaN. FappueT e ABHO pacLieHnNa 3TO Kak NPU3HaK 3HTy3na3Mma.
OHa nackana ero, CTpacTHO LienoBasa 1 Yepes ofeasno cxumana beapamu. Eule
MIrHOBEHWE, N OHa CKOJIb3HET BHYTPb, B3bepeTcs Ha Mappuka n 3aTem...

3aTeM Cy4YnuTCAa rpaHamo3HbIn ckaHaan. MNappueT HanT cTaHeT repuoruHen ®apH, a
€ero »Xu3Hb CHOBa byneT pa3pyLueHa.

OLOHY HEBEPHYIO XKEHY eLle MOXXHO CHUTaTb Heygaden. Ho noayynTb BTOPYHO TaKyto
»Xe - 3TO fa)ke He 6e30TBeTCTBEHHOCTb. OH He xoTesn 6paTb B XXeHbl 0Ccoby
cBob6oaHbIX HpaBoB. OH BOOBLLE HE XOTEN XXEHUTLCH.

BHe3anHo y NappuKa NpoAcHMNOCHL B roJ1oBe, U OH nMpoTpe3sesn. Mo)XeT, ero Tesio u
xenaet NappueT, HO BOT pa3yM - ornpenesieHHo HeT.

- HeT, NappueT. - OH CXBaTu €e 3a PYKY U HE CJINLLKOM U3SALWLHO OTAMNXHY OT cebs.

FappueT OepHynacb U, BCKPUKHYB, CBasInach C KPOBATW.



- Tbl OKa3blBaellb MHe C/INLIKOM 60JbLLUYIO YeCTb, - BEXJ/IMBO CKa3asn Fappuk, BCTaBas
C KpoBaTV 1 NOAHMMAsN C NoJla ee NeHbloap. - 9 NoOHMMal, Thl HY)KAAEellbCs B
yTELUEHNN - TONIbKO YTO YMep TBOW OMNeKyH. 9 He 3aCny>Xu NpuBuaerun B3aTb
npensaraemyto 1060 4E€BCTBEHHOCTb... I3BUHW, HO S HE MOTY MPUHATL OT Tebs
TaKyto XXepTBY. Thbl CEAYAC B PAaCCTPOEHHbIX YyBCTBaX.

OH rpy6o 3aBepHyNn NappueT B Npo3payHblil NEHbOAP U NOATONIKHY K ABEPW.

- A BCe paccKaxxy Muccuc Poyud, - cepanTo 3as8BU1a OHa. - A BCe CKaXXy TBoeu
MaTywke. 51 CKaxKy, 4TO Tbl MeHs cobnasHun.

FappuK Nokavas rosioBon:

- CoMHeBatoCb, 4TO Y Tebs noJsly4nTCsa, MOos foporasd. - B ero rosioce 3assy4asa CTtallb.

fappueT C MUHYTY CMOTpeEJia Ha Hero B yrnop, U OH noaymalsl, 4To XXe OHa BUOUT B ero
rnasax. bbisia 1M 3TO XONOAHOCTb MY>XYUHbI, KOTOPbIM AaBHO 3abbl1 0 HEXXHbIX
YyyBCTBax?

Ee nnuo nckaswuna 3n06a.

- YepT Tebsa nogepun, PapH! - Bbipyranacb oHa.

FappuyK NoxXkan nnevyamu:

- Kak no)xenaeuwlsb.

FappueT pa3BepHynacb Ha Kabsykax n Bbila, XJI0NHYB ABEepblo. B KOMHaTe
HacTynuaa TULIWHA.

N nMeHHO B 3TOT MOMEHT [NappuK ycCabllas, Kak KTO-TO YNXHY 1.

Moa 6onbLuon KpOBaTbto C bangaxmHomMm, npu>XasLWNCb JINLIOM K lMblJIbHbIM MOJIOBULGM,

npATanacbk negn MeppunH ®eHHep. OHa OKa3aslaCb TaM B JIOBYLLKE OKOJ10 NoJly4aca
Ha3afd. 3a CBOI KOPOTKYIO, HO BeCbMa pa3Hoobpa3Hyto cnyxby - a paboTana oHa Ha



Toma bpaalwoy - MeppuH HUKOrga ele He okasbiBaJlacb B Takon cutyauun. OHa
HUWKOrfa paHblle He nonaganacsk.

Moka repuor ®apH Wen K cBoen cnasbHe, MeppuH YnTana. OHa ycnena cnpsaTaTbCs
BCEro 3a napy CekyHz Ao ero npuxoaa. Ml Hagesinack cbexxaTb, Korga oH ycHeT. Ho
NOTOM MOSIBUMACH Ta XXEHLLUMHA. MeppurH ychbilana ee 060/1bCTUTENbHbIN, C
XpPUMOTLON, roIoC, yBUAENa, YTo Ha Mo ynasn neHbloap, MoYyBCTBOBasla, Kak
NMPOrHyslacb KPOBaThb, M MOHS/A, YTO CKOPO MHOIO Y3HaeT 0 NpeaMeTe, KOTOpPbI
paHee HMKOrga He usy4ana.

OHa nepeBepHYyJlaCb Ha XMBOT, MPUXKanacb JINLOM K MOJY, 3a)XXMypuiach, 3aTKHya
najbLlaMu ywm n ctajla MoanTbCs, 4Tobbl SHTY3na3M Nappuka PapHa rnockopee
NCCAK, 4TOObI NIOOOBHUKM BBICTPEHLKO APYr Apyra yTOMUAM 1 BNaau B
yOoBJsieTBOpeHHoe oueneHeHne. OTropoanTbCA NOJIHOCTbLIO OT NMPOUCXOOALEro
HaBepxy OHa He MorJja, a OT JOHOCMBLUMXCSA 3BYKOB el CTaHOBUI0Cb 6ecnokonHo. Ee
Teno Kak byaTo pacnpoCTPaHAaao )ap. 9TO He TOJIbKO cMyLano MeppuH, HO n
NPUBOAMNIIO B 3aMellaTeNnbCTBO. Ogexaa Bopyr NokKa3asacb er CJIUWKOM Y3KOW U
TECHOW, U OHa MCNbITasla XXeflaHue ABUraTbCA, n3rmbatocs Bcem TenoMm. 1 31o bbi1o
O4YeHb CTPaHHo.

A MOTOM OHa B3[10XHYJ1a N BTAHY/1a HOCOM nayTuHy. N yem B6onblie ycnnum MeppuH
npunarana, 4Tobbl HEe YNXHYTb, TEM CUJIbHEE LWEKOTAas0 Y Hee B HOCY, U B KOHLLE
KOHLLOB OHa rpoMoOrJlacHO YMxHyna.

O 6oxxe. Tenepb e TOYHO HE CNACTUCL. Takoe ycbllwanm bbl Aa)kKe CaMble CTPAaCTHbIe
NOOOBHUKMN.

N nencrtenTenbHO, Yepes CeKyHOY KTO-TO HarHyJsiCcs, CXBaTWU/ €e 3a PYKY U BbliTalln
n3-noa KposaTw. MNMocne yero rpybo noctasua Ha Horu. MNnasa y AeBYLIKN CNe3NINCL, B
HOCY OMATb 3aWeKoTano. MeppuH BbiNpAMUIAch BO BECb CBOW MATUQYTOBLIN POCT[3 -
OkKos0 152 caHTUMeTpOB.].

N 41O e ckazaTb? HeT, MeppuH, 3abyab Nnpo o6bACHEeHUs, CKa3asna oHa cebe.
Moaymanm nyydwe, Kak cbexaTtb?

- DTUM Be4YyepoM B MOel craJsibHe NPoCTOo CTOJINOTBOPEHNE, - NPOTAHYJ1 CTOSABLUNN
nepen Hem My>X4umHa.



Fappuk ®apH, nyydywun apyr ee bpaTta CtueeHa. M ero ybunua...

MeppuH coaporHynacek. NMpnckopbHo, HO KOrga-To AaBHO, eule AEeBOYKON-
noapocTkoM, oHa bbina BnobneHa B Nappuka. OH Kasanca en 6orom, BbICLLUUM
CyLLeCcTBOM M3 Apyroro Mupa. B To BpeMss MeppuH € cecTpamu Xusa CKy4HOMU,
npeackasyemom XM3Hblo. Y4yniacb OHa AoMa, N ee obLleHne orpaHm4nBeanach
nepeBHen PeHpNOXK 1 XMBYLLMMN NO COCEeACTBY ApYy3bAMU poauTenen. M ewe 6bin
CTMBEH CO CBOUMU NPUATENIAMU - K KOUM OTHOCUJICA U Tappuk, Monoable nogn
yy4nnucb B OKcopae, npoMmaTbiBanu B JIoHOOHE poAuTesibCKUE AeHbIv U, No CJyXam,
npefasanucb JIOO60BHbIM poMaHaM, BUHY U NopokaMm. O, Kak XXe OHa yrnueasiaCb TeMU
CkaHpanamun. TpuHaguaTuieTHen AeBo4YKe BCe 3TO Ka3asioCb 3axBaTbiBalOLWMM, Beb
OHa HUKOrga He nyTewecTBOBasla fasblie cOOCTBEHHON OepeBHN.

[appuK, pa3ymeeTcs, ee He 3amedasn. C Kakoun ctaTn? Y MeppuH nmMmenucb Kpacasuubl-
cecTpbl, KOTOpble NpuUTAruBann K cebe Bce B3rnsanbl, BCe BHUMaHMe, BCe
KOMNAUMeHTbl. Kpome Toro, MNappuk ewe ¢ konbibenu 611 nomonsneH ¢ Kuttm CKoTT,
[04€epblo MOIMTUYECKOro COpaTHMKaA ero oTua; nog BonpocoM Oblla TONbLKO AaTa, HO
He cama cBagbba. Kuttum ToxKe bbl1a o4eHb kpacua. CoBCEM HEYOUBUTENbHO, YTO
CTnBeH ToOXe B Hee Bobuncs...

MeppuH CNOBHO yaapuia MOJIHUA, ee 3aTPAC/IO KakK B nnxopanke. Nappuk ®apH. Ero
UMS CTasio B €e ceMbe 0JINLEeTBOPEHMEM AbsABOA, YOUNLbI, YenoBeKa, KOTOPbIN
pa3pyLmnna XXu3sHb MeppuH, XU3Hb ee oTua 1 cectep. Noka MNappuk Obin 3a rpaHULER,
MO>XHO 6b1J10 HE AyMaTb O HEM N caenaTb BUA, YTO €ro He CyWeCcTBYET, eC/IN YXK He
yaaeTcs 3abbiTb ero HaBcerga. 3abbiTb 0 COObLITMAX TOFO AaBHEro Xapkoro aeTa. Ho
4yyTb BoNbLIe rofga Ha3apj - NATHagUaTb MecsaueB, ecam 6biTb TOYHOM - OH BEPHYJICA.
N obwiecTBO, BMECTOo Toro 4tobbl oCy>xaaTh 3a YOMINCTBO, NPUHSAN0 ero C
pacrnpocTepTbiM1 OOBATUSAMM KaK repos; ero CHoBa BOCXBasisi/iM Kak CaMoro
KpacuBoro, boratoro v pogoBMUTOro apucTokpaTa U3 BbICLLIEro ceeTa.

Y MeppuH Co30a/10Cb BNevyaT/eHne, 4To 0 ee BpaTe y)Ke HUKTO He MOMHUT. Mpo Hero
BCe 3abbinn, Nnpenas 3abBeHU0. A y HUX CAaMUX HUYEro He 0CTaJIoCb B NaMATb O
CTuBeHe, BCe LieHHble BEeLLM, BK0Yas KAapPTUHBbI, YL Ha NoralleHne AoJaros oTua,
OTKPbIBLUMXCS NMocse ero cmeptun. Pog deHHEPOB BbIMUpPAET, CEMENHbIE BNladeHMUS
noTtepsiHbl, a Nappuk ®apH - 6oraT, N3BECTEH U, 4TO CaMOe rlaBHOE, XXUBET U
3apaBcTByeT. Ero Bo3BpallieHne B AHIINIO YTO-TO BOCMJIaMeHWI0 B Ayle MeppuH,
npobyanno HeBbIHOCMMbIe BOCMOMUHAHMSA O TOM BpeMeHu, korga nornd CtmnseH.
Mpolwnoe BOpPYr NpeacTaso COBCEM peasibHbIM, a 60/1b 1 YyBCTBa Npuobpenn ocTpoTy,
CJIOBHO BCE C/Iy4UJI0Cb COBCEM HEOaBHO.



MeppwvH BbiTEpsa Cae3dwWmecs rnal3a n orisaHynacb B nonckax ntoboBHMUbI Mappuka,
YKEHLWHbI C XpMUnaoBaTbIM rosocoM, 6oraTeiM Boobpa>keHrneM n clumbarowmm ¢ Hor
napcgomMmoM. Ho, moxoxxe, oHu Bbin ogHN.

- O! - HeBONIbHO BOCKJIMKHY 1A MeppuH. - OHa ywna!

FappuK NOAHAN YepHYto BpoBb:

- Pa3Be Bbl HE C/ibllLIaAN, KakK S ee BbITOJIKaN?

- { 3aTKHy”Na ywu, - oTBeTuNa MeppuH. - 4 He Kenasa HU4Yero caywaTb, BOT YXK
cnacmbo. MHe xBaTwu10 NoAnNpbIrMBatoLLEN KpOBAaTU, KOTOPas rpo3njia MeHs
pa3naBuUThb.

- 9 coxxaneto, - BEXX/IMBO 0TBETUN appuK. - 3Ha A, 4TO Bbl TaM, BbirHaN Obl ee
3Ha4YNTEeNbHO bbicTpee. - OH BHMMATE/IbHO OCMOTpPEs AEBYLUKY, 3a4ep>KaBLUNCb
B3r/1540M Ha MayTUHE Ha Hee nunue.

- Y Bac no4 KpPoBaTbio 04eHb FPA3HO, - OnpaBAblBasaChb, CKa3ana MeppuH.

FappuK C MPOHMEN OTBECU NOKJIOH:

- N cHoBa npouwy npouieHns. NapaHTUpyto, 4TO B CeayoLwmnn pa3, Koraa Bam npunaetT
B r0JIOBY BOCMOJIb30BaTbCSA MOEN CrnajibHen Kak ybexkunuiem, B Hen byaeT CoBepLUEHHO
4yunucTo.

- byay BaM o4eHb Npu3HaTesibHa, - NapupoBasia MeppuH.

«3a4yeM Mbl 06 3TOM roBopuM, - NogymMasia oHa. - 9TO COBEPLUEHHO HEeyMeCTHO». OHa
COBCEM He Tak npenctasnsana cebe pasrosop ¢ PapHOM.

MeppuH nocMoTpena Ha Hero. Ha camoM gene oHa BoobLle He NpeacTaBnsia cebe,
Kak byaeT c HAM pa3roBapuBaTb. Bo BCAKOM ciydae, B CUTyaLMn, Korna oHa
4yyBCTBOBaJIa ceba HAaCTONbLKO pacTepPSHHON. MeppuH paccyYnTbiBana, 4To Fappuk
ocTaHeTcs B UpnaHaum ewe Kak MUHUMYM Ha Hegento. OH Beflb CYUTaHbIe OHU Ha3ag
MOXOPOHWJT O0TLA. /I OHa COBEpLLUEHHO pa3yMHO NPeanosioxXuia, 4To AoM NnepBoe



Bpemsa byneT nycToBaTh.

FappuK CTOSAN Yy Hee Ha NyTu, Neperopa>knsas 3aBeTHYI0 ABepb B kopnaop. OH
nokKasaJsics en y>KacHo OorpoMHbIM. OT4acTn n3-3a ee cobcTBeHHOro HebobLIOro
pocTa. Ho kpome Toro, AencTBUTesIbHO Bbls1 04EeHb BLICOKOrO POCTAa, BbiLle WeCTu
yTOB, N O4EHb MOLLHOIO TEJI0C/I0XKEHUSA - OHa OTYET/INBO 3TO BUAesa, NOCKOJIbKY OH
cTOoAN Nepepn Hew nonyoneTbiM. LUnpokas obHa>keHHasa rpyab, OprokKu naoTHO
OXBaTbIBalOT MYCKynncTble begpa. «Cnasa 6ory, Ha HeMm BploKK», - nogymana
MeppuH.

Oco3HaB 3170, MeppuH B3a0XHYya ¢ obneryeHneM. OT BOJIHEHUSA Y HEE 3aKPYXMIacCb
rososa. [locne pa3birpaBLIencs CUeHbl C ero AioboBHULIEN OHa AyMana, 4TOo OH byaeT
MOJIHOCTbO OOHAXXEHHbIM...

- C BaMu BCe B nopsagke?

Ero ronoc paspyLwmnn npeacTaBMBLUYIOCS el KapTUHY C 06Ha)keHHbIM FapprKoM
dapHoM. MeppuH pacnaxHyna rnasa u BCTpeTuaacb C ero UPOHUYHbLIM B3rnsa40M.

- [la, Bce xopoLuo, 6naron,apro BacC, - OTBETWJ1a OHa.

TeMHble rnasa un npsMble YepHble 6poBun. BbICOKME CKYbl N pelunTeNbHbIN
noaboponok. Cyposoe nmuo, nogymana MeppuH. XonogHoe n otcTtpaHeHHoe. OgHaKo
TesiI0 ero Ka3asioCb 30/I0TUCTbIM - rNafKasa 3aropenas Koxxa, B3bepoLleHHble TEMHO-
pbI>XMe BOJIOCbl Ha rOJI0BE U MHTPUMYIOLLLAA NOPOCIb XXECTKUX APKO-PbIXXNX BOJIOCKOB
Ha rpyaun, CNyCKaBLUASACA K XXNBOTY. MeppuH o0CO3Hana, 4TO HENMpPUJNYHO ycTaBuiach
Ha Nappuka PapHa. OHa HUKOr4a B XXU3HWN He BUesia pasfetoro My>X4nHy. En Tak
CWUJIbHO 3aX0TeJI0Cb €ro KOCHYTbLCS, YTO OHa NPOTSAHYJ/1a PYKY, He yCneB 0CO3HaTb, YTO
nenaeT. [leBylKa BCMbIXHY/1a N NOHageanachb, 4TO ee CMyLlleHne He byaeT 3aMeTHO.
N B TOT >)Xxe Mur BCNoMHuMNa, 4TO HeEHaBuaANT PapHa.

OHa B34porHyna.

- NITak, a9 XAy, 4To Bbl 06bSACHNTE MHe CcBoe NMPUCYyTCTBUE.

OT pe3koro ToHa MeppuH gepHyJfachk, Kak oT yaapa nnetbto. Hafno bbicTpee
BblIbMpaTbCAa oTC0Aa, pewnsia oHa. He oO6bACHATL Xe e, 4TO oHa obbiCKMBana ero



OOM. Bpsaa nn MOXXHO CKa3aTb: «Tpu Hegenn Hasapg A y3Hasa, 4To Bbl Cosiranm ob
obcToaTenbCcTBax cMepTn Moero 6bpaTta. Mano Toro 4To Bbl Younm ero - n s
BO3HEHaBMAeNa Bac 3a 3TO, - TENEPb MHE U3BECTHO, 4YTO Bbl €LE U CKPbIIX NpaBay, w
1 X04y, 4TOObl CBEPLUMIIOCH NMpaBocyaune. A xo4y, 4Tobbl Bbl OKa3a/IUCb Ha
BUCenmue...»

HeT yX. Nlappuk ®apH He A0J/1KeH HN4Yero 3anoao3puThb.

- YMonsto, NpocTuUTe, - Npon3Hecsa OHa. - 9 He MOoHsANa, YTO Bbl XXAETE MOMX
06BbACHEeHUN.

Fy6bl Fappuka CNoXXunnce B cobnasHuTensHyto ynbibky. Mo Teny MeppuH npobexana
IPOXb. «2TO OTBpPALLLeHMe, - MogyMaa oHa. - BoT Kak oH Ha MeHs AencTeyeT. A
4yBCTBYIO HEHaBUCTb. W oTBpalleHue...»

- Mapam, nobon pasymHbln Yenosek notpeboBan 6bl y BaC 06bACHEHUI. - TappuK
nomosiydan. - Unu MHe criegyeT Ha3biBaTb Bac lOHas fen? Bbol He Ka)keTeCb MHE TaKoW
Y>X B3pOCJsION... - I npexxae 4eM OHa cyMesia OTCTPAHUTLCSA, OH MOAHSA PYKY U
OCTOPOXXHO CHAJ C ee WeKN NayTUHYy.

MeppvH CHOBa 3agpoykasa u nonatmnach.

- MHe gBaguaTh NMSATb NIET, - C AOCTOMHCTBOM OTBETWUJ/IA OHa M NMoAyMasa: «3a4eM 5
coobuwato emy 06 3ToM? 3ayem BoobLle C HUM pa3roBapuBato?» - 9 He OHaa negu.

YnbibKa ero ctana eue apye. OHa TpeBOXXWa OyLUY U Bbi3blBasla TENECHbIN Xap, TOT
CaMbIl XXap, KOTOPbIA el XO0TesIoCb MPUNUCaTb HEHABUCTN.

«CocpenoTtoybcsi, MeppuH. Tbl A0/XKHa BbibpaTbCs oTCloaa», - NpuKkasana cebe
JNeBYLLKa.

- HaBepHoe, BaM NoKa3aJloCb CTPaHHbLIM TO, YTO Bbl OOHAPY>XNJIN MEHSI B CBOEN
cnasibHe, - TOPOMJIMBO 3aroBopunsia OHa.

- BepHo. - Nappuk He cBoaumn rnas c ee nua. - byay cH4acT/iMB yCnbiWwaTh OT Bac, Kak
MMEHHO Bbl 30eCb OKa3aJINChb.



- Hy, 5... - Kak Ha3/10, Ha yM He NpMxoAunJo H14ero nogxoasero. MeppuH soobuie
He yMesa BbIKPY4YMBaATbCA. B 3TOM, Kak npaBuso, He 6b1J10 HY>XXabl. HUKTO HMUYero He
3aMeyall, MOCKOJIbKY OHa 130 BCEX CWUJT CTapasaCb Ka3aTbCsA MaJIeHbKOW, HEKPACBOW,
HeB3payHon. Ha Hee NpocTo He obpallann BHUMaHUS. - 9 gymana, AOM NycTyeT, -
HaKOHeL, 3aroBopusa oHa. - MHe Hy>XHO 6blJ10 MecTo ANa Ho4vnera.

OT4acTun 3To 6bis1a NpaBaa. MeppurH NpoBesia HECKOIbKO HoYel B fome dapHa, noka
HeToponaneo obbiCKMBaNa nomeweHns. OHa Uckana 4YTo-To, cnocobHoe NPonnTb CBET
Ha ob6CcTOosITEeNbCTBA CMepPTK ee GpaTa. B nepBbI pa3 3TO NOJIyYMI0Ch Cy4anHo.
JleByLLKa O4eHb yCTajla 1 3acHya B Kpecyie B bubnunoTteke. MpocHyBLUKCL Yepe3
HECKOJIbKO 4acoB, OHa, K CBOEMY YAMBJIEHNIO N BOCTOPTY, NOHSMNA, YTO €e HUKTO He
3aMeTun. OHa 3Hana, 4TO B AOME MOYTU HEeT CJyr, TOJIbKO CaMble Heobxoanmele, U ee
HUKTO He MOTPEBOXWJ1. HNKTO Aake He 3aMeTun ee NpucyTCcTBUSA. [1oM 6bin
OrPOMHbBIM U Y>Ke MHOIro MecsLeB CTosN NycTbiM. C TeX caMbIX NOP, KakK MOKONHbIN
repuor oTnpaBuCS [OXXMBaTb nocnenHne aHu B Mpnanauto. Bot MeppuH 1 npuwna B
rosIoBy naes noXuTb 3[eCb, MOKA OHAa OXOTUTCS 3a KOMNPoMaToM Ha Mappuka PapHa.
CTpaHHbIM 06pa3oM, 3T HOYEBKW CJIOBHO NMpubnmxanu ee K HeMy. OHU NMUTann ee
HEHaBUCTb U YKPEMNAAIN PELLMMOCTb OTbICKaTb NpaBay.

dapH rpo3HO HaxMypwuscs.

- Bac npueena ciopa 6eaHOCTL? - CNpocun oH. - Bbl 6be3gomHan?

- [a. - MeppuH pewnna, 4To 3Ta BEPCUA Ka)keTca npasgonogaobHon. B JIoHaoHe 6bisio
NOJIHO NOJypa3pyLUEHHbIX N 3abpoLlleHHbIX 30aHNN. Bce, KTO He MMen KpbIlWun Hag
rOJI0OBOW, 3HaAIN, 4TO MOXKHO HAaNTM NPUIOT B «DAUT-MapKeTe» Uan B 3abpolieHHOM
paboTHOM gome Ha [eT-cTpuT. Ho cpean HULWKMX BblIN N CMeNbYakKn, KOTopble
3as1e3a2m nepeHo4YeBaTb B AOMa apUCTOKpPaToB. MHOrme goMa No4YTU He
NCNO0JIb30BaINCb WU MOAOTY CTOSJIN 3aKPbITbIMU, MOKA X035€B He OblN0 B ropoae.

Ho Mappuka, noxoxe, 3To obbsAcHeHne He ybeanno. OH npmnbaunsnnca nobnvxe n
NonoXXunn pyky MeppuH Ha nae4vo. OHa B3APOrHyJa, HO ero MHTEPEeCcoBaso TOJIbKO ee
nnaTbe.

OH noTporan TOHKWNIA WepPCcTAHON MaTepuan. K Hec4yacTblo, NblJIb HE MOr/1a CKPbITh
€ro OTJINYHOro KayecTBa.



- XopoLwasi ynoBKa, - NponsHec Nappuk ¢ MpavHbiM yaneneHnem. - OaHakKo Balla
odexxaa C/INWKOM Xopolla Anis Tex, KoMy He NoBe30 C PMHAHCaMM.

- A ykpana ee. - HavyaB nratb, MeppuH obHapy>xuna, 4To y Hee ropa3no 6onbLue
BoObOpar)keHuns, 4eM OHa paHblle aymana. - OHa CcoxJia Ha yauue.

®apH 3a4yMUYMBO KUBHY:

- Bbl oT/INYHAA JIrYHbA.

MpoknAaTbe. OH HM Ha CeKyHAY en He nosepus. Ho, Mo KpanHen Mmepe, NnepecTan
nperpakaaTb NyTb K ABEPSAM.

- KT0 Bbl? - nonHTepecoBanca PapH. - 3a4eM Bbl NpULLANT

- 1 He Mory OTBETUTb, - HA Cel pa3 YeCcTHO Npu3Hasiacb MeppuH.

- Bbl MeeTe B BUAy, 4TO HE XOTUTEe CKa3aTb NMpaBay. - FappuK CKJIOHW rOJIOBY K
naevy, Npoaosikas NPpoHMULUaTEeNbHO pa3rnAabiBaTb AEBYLWKY. MeppuH owyTuna
Nnerkoe ronoBokpy>xeHue. PasobnaveHue npnbnmx<xanoco.

CocpepnoToybca. 1o oBepu BCero Tpu wara...

- BepHo, - cornacunacb oHa. - 4 BoobLle He X04y C BaMW pa3roBapnmBaThb.

- O4HaKOo Bbl HE B TOM MOJIOXXEHUWN, 4HTOObI OTKa3aTbCA.

- DTO CMNOpPHbIN BOMpOC.

dapH 3acMmedanca:

- XOTUTEe NOoCrnopunTh?

- HeT, - oTBeTunna MeppuH. - {1 xo4y yntu.

®apH Nokayas ros0BoO:



- 9 Mory caaTh Bac 3a B3JIOM Ha boy-cTpuT.

- B 3TOM Ccny4dae Bbl y>Ke HUKOrga He noJsiy4nte oT MeHs 06bsACHeHUS.

- 3TO BepHO. - PapH noXkasa WNPOKUMU nsievyamu. - Torga MHe He OCTaeTCs HMYero
ApYyroro, KpomMme Kak ynep>XmBatTb BaC 34€Cb, NOKa Bbl HE CKa>XeTe rnpasay.

MeppuH ornsgenacb. OH Xo4eT Aep>aTb ee NnJjaeHHUUen B cBoen crnasabHe? OrpoMHas
KpoBaTb, Takas WMPOKad, Takaa MaHsaWwaa. OHa BCNOMHWAA rnaakyo npoxnaany
MPOCTbIHEN N MOAAT/IMBYIO MAMKOCTb MaTpaua. Ha Mur en npencraBusioChb, Kak
obHa>XeHHbIN [appuK yKIaAblBaeT €e B 3TN MArkue LwesikoBble 06bATUSA, NpuKacaeTcs
K ee obHa)KeHHOW Ko)Xe, nackaeT... OHa nepesena B3rna4 ¢ noctenu Ha Nappuka. OH
noaHsn 6posun, N MeppuH 3anmniacbk Kpackon. EN nokasanock, Y4TO Mbl1aloT HE TOJIbKO
LLEeKN, HO 1N BCe ee Teno.

- Bbl MOrnm 6bl CKOpoTaTb BpeMS 3a CBOEW KHUIMOW, - MATKO NMPOU3HEC OH U MPOTAHY
en «MaHchung-napk».

- Cnacubo.

[eByllKa B3si1a KHUTY, HO Fappuk He oTaan ee. MeppuH OepHya 3a Hee, Ho,
MOCKOJIbKY OH Aep>kaj ee Kpernko, caMa nogJietesa K Hemy. X nanbubl, CKUMaBLLNE
0610>XKKY, MOYTU CONPUKACANNCL - ee TOHKNE 1 benble, ero CUbHbIE 1 3aropesble.
OHa BCNOMHMIIA, KaK OH KacaJiCsl ee WeKW, U 3aKpblaia rnasa, no4yyBCTBOBaB
npobe)xaBwunii No Tesy o3HOO.

FappuK caenan war, U OHW 0Ka3ananucb COBCEM 61M3KO, MOYTY BMJIOTHYO APYT K
apyry. Fappuk Haxmypun 6poBu, ero rnasa NosbIXHYN U3-Nof YepHbIX bposent. OH
HAKJIOHUJICS K HEN U OCTOPOXKHO MPUHIOXAJICS, CZIOBHO K LIBETKY.

- Konokonb4mkun, - npobopmoTa oH. NoToM nokayva rosioBoi, ewe pas BTSHY1 HOCOM
BO34YX M HEOBEpPYMBO NOCMOTpPEeN Ha Hee. Ero rnasa cy3mancb n noTeMHenn. - Bol
cnanu Ha Moen KpoBaTu? - TpeboBaTeNIbHO CNPOCUJT OH.

- 4... - Y MeppuH nepecoxsio BO pTy, B rosioBe obpasoBasiacb COBEPLIEHHAsA NyCcTOTa. -
Ha, y meH4... - OHa o6nnsHyna rybbl n no4yBCTBOBAJ1a NMPUBKYC MblIN.



dapH onycTwun B3rnag K ee rybam n 3actoin. Ero rnasa notemHenw.

- Kakasa Heobbl4anHasa 61M30CTb, - NpobopmoTan OH.

MeppuH HUKOrAa He LienoBanun, HO rae-To B rnybuHe ayLimn oHa 3Hana, YTo B
cnepytollee MrHoeseHne Mappuk ®apH ee nouenyeT. OHa BMAena B ero rnaasax
Heyadep>XMMbli OFOHb U He Moria oTBecTu B3rnsaga. Cepaue ee 6UN0Ch Kak MOJIOT.

FappuK Npeoaonen ocTaBLeecs pacCTossHNE U KOCHYICA rybamum ee ryb. Marko-
MSArKO, NOYTN HEBECOMO, HO O4eHb HEXHO, Npoby>Xaas B HEN HENCTOBLIN Xap. Y Hee
3aKpy>xunacb ronosa. OHa BAOXHYJIa €ro My>)>XCKOM 3anax n egBa ycTossla Ha Horax. Y
Hee TPAC/INCb KOJIEHKW, BCEe TeJ1I0 Fopesio OT Oy EeHUN, KOTOPbIX paHbLUe OHa
HUKOrga He NcnbliTbiBana. MeppuH TUXO axHyna.

fappuK owesioMsIeHHO OTNPsAHYJ, @ MeppuH BOCMoJib30BasiaCb MOMeHTOM. OHa
BbIXBaTua y Hero «MaHchunna-napk» 1 CTyKHysa KHUrow ro rosose. MNMepennet
TPEeCHY, CTpaHuLubl NoJsieTesin BO BCe CTOPOHbLI. Ha MrHoBeHue MNappuk nortepan
opueHTauuio, a MeppuH ToNIbKO 3TOro 1 xpaasa. OHa puUHynacb K ABEpU U B
MFHOBEHMe OKa OKa3ajlaCb B Kopuaope. YBMAeB TOpYaLLn CHapy»X1 B 3aMKe KJIoM,
noBepHya ero.

A 3aTeM COo BCeX HOI KMHYJlaCb MpoYb.

(naBa 2

- NounHTep, - NpousHec Nappuk cneaytrowmm ytTpom. OH cnpen 3a NMMCbMEHHbIM CTOJIOM
oTua. - Kak Tbl AyMaellb, B 3TOT 4OM MO>XHO B/IOMUTLCA? HAaCKONIbKO OH yS3BUM OJ15
rpaburtenen?

- B yem peno, Bawa cBeT/NOCTb? - B rosioce ABOPELKOro MoC/bILLIaNoCh Ierkoe
6ecnokKoncTBo.

- Byepa BevyepoM s 06HapyXmna B CBOEN CrajibHe 0OHY CTPaHHYI 0Coby, - MOACHUA
FappuK.



- NNean FappueT... - Ha4yan 6bIJI0 OBOPELKUA.

- AX Ooa, - BCnoMHun npo Hee Nappuk. OH oTtocnan NappueTt BMecTe C ee
KOMMaHbOHKON K CBOEW MaTyLUKe B 3aropoaHoe noMecTbe. Y4nTbiBas, 4To
BAOBCTBYIOLWAA repuornHsa B bnmxanwee spemsa bynet npebbiBaTb B r1yHboKOM
Tpaype, 3TO NOKa3asloCb eMy AOCTAaTOYHbIM HaKa3aHMeM A5 CToNb Hepa3bopumeon
pacnyTHUUbI, Kak negun NappueT. - NMonHTep, ymonsto, 6osbLlue He NoOANYCKan KO MHe
neawn FappuveT, - Nnpeaynpeann oH. - H1M npu Kaknx obctoaTenbCcTBax.

- KOHe4YHo, Bala CBeT/I0CTb. - [1BOpEeLKNIN BbIrnagen pacCTPOeHHbIM. - A nbiTancs
OCTaHOBWUTb sieaun, HO oHa bblsla NoAOoMeYHOW Ballero NOKOMHOro oTua U HacTameasla
Ha CBOEM.

- [la, 3TO TOYHO, - oTo3Basca MNappuk. - Jlean NappueT MoxXeT ObITb O4eHb
HacTon4mBown. Ho 5 rOBOPIO O OPYrON XXeHLLNHE...

OH ocTaHoOBUNCA. YTO OH MOTI CKa3aTb?

«9 Haweny cebs Noa KPOBaTbIO XXEHLWWHY. ManeHbKyo, CMHEerna3ylo, ee riasa CUsaiT
KakK candupsbl, a BONOChI LBeTa 6enoro 3050Ta, rnagkme Kak wenk. OT Hee naxno
KOJIOKOJIbYMKaMUN. A nouenoBasn ee, owyTUB 3anax NbliM U HEBUHHOCTb, WU BO3>XKenasn,
KaK HMKOrga B CBOEN XXU3HWU...»

HeT, oH pewmnTenbHO He Mor BbiCKa3aTb MNONMHTepy CBON UCTUHHLIE MbICN. Moa06HbIM
haHTa3nsAM HeT MecCTa B XXWU3HW repuora, CKOBaHHOro no pykam n Horam
obs3aHHOCTAMU. OgHaKo MNappuK HEBOJIbBHO B34POrHYJ1, BCMOMHUB, KakK NpuKacasacs K
rybam OeBYLUKM M KaK OHa TUXOHbKO axHyJsa npu nouesye. Kak oH BHe3anHoO 0CO3Harn,
YTO €My X04YeTCs CXBaTUTb ee B 00bATUSA, YIOXKUTb Ha MOCTeNlb U HacNa)X4aTbCs ee
Tenom. EMy xoTenocb cHoa nonpoboBaTb Ha BKYC ee cobnasHUTEsIbHbIN POTUK U
3auenoBaTb A0 6ecyyBCTBUA. [appmnK NOYYBCTBOBAJI, 4TO CHOBa BO30Oy)xaaeTcs npu
OOHON MbICAN 06 3TOM...

Obason!

MonHTep oTKaLAsANCS, U Fappuk B3APOrHy.

- Bawa cBeTnocCThb...



- la, MNMonHTep?

- Bo3amoXxHO, 3T0 6bin1a 0gHa 13 CNy>XaHOK, Ballla CBETJIOCTb, - C JIYKaBblM BUOOM
npeanonoXxumn IJJ,BOpeLI,KI/II‘/'I. - 4l nepenamM 3KOHOMKe, 4TObbI OHa npukKasaJia "M bonble
BaC HE TPEBOXWNTb.

- byny o4yeHb NpusHaTeneH, - KUBHy Nappuk.

OH 3HaJl, 4TO €ro «rocTbs» - He cny>kaHka. OHa roBopwusia C BHyTPeHHeNn
YBEPEHHOCTbIO, MPUCYLLEN fiegn, 4To Obl OHA TaM HU COYMHSAA NPO YINYHYIO
6poasikky. CerogHs yTpoM OH Halles B CrajibHe elle 04HO CBUAETENLCTBO ee
npucyTcTBusa. ObyrneHHble 0OCTaTKM NMCbMa Ha pelleTke KaMuHa. W ewe nepeHew Ha
nasioyke Ha KoMoze. A Ha NnoJike NJaTSaHOro wkadga oH obHapy>Xna akKypaTHO
CBEPHYTOE XKeHcKoe benbe. 3TO 3aCTaBU/I0 ero 3ayMaThCsl, CKOJIbKO XKe BpeMEeHMU
OHa TakK 6ecLiepeMOHHO XWJla B ero AoMe 1 cnasjia Ha ero KpoBaTW.

NMonHTep BbXMaatoLe cMoTpes Ha Hero. Nappuk B3JOXHY.

- Bo3Bpallalock K NepBoHa4yaibHOMY BONpocy. 3TOT AoM H6e3onaceH?

- 4l npoBeplo, Balla CBET/IOCTb. - [IOMHTEp ynpsaMo oTpuLan NnpeanosioxXeHmne, 4To oH
MOr He no3aboTuTbCsa o0 ero 6e3onacHOCTU. - Ecnv 3To BCe, TO A, C Ballero
Mno3B0OJ1IEHNA, I'IOIZD,y, Ballla CBETJIOCTb...

FappuK NOHMMaN, 4TO OBOPELKUN cMepTesibHO ockopbusca. 3a cerogHsLwHee yTpo
OHU yXXe ycnenu nocnoputb. Cpa3y nocne 3aBTpaka NovHTep npennoxunn emy
CXOAUTb B @areHTCTBO U HaHATb bonbwe cnyr, 4Tobbl 3aHOBO OTKPbLITL A0M. Kora
FappuK OTBETWI, 4TO He cobmpaeTcs UCMosib30BaTb 3TOT AOM KakK CBOW JIOHOOHCKUIA,
NonHTep BykBasibHO B30PBaJICA OT BO3MYLLEHUS.

- Ho, Balwla cBeTNOCTb... - [IBOpeuKun 3abblsicsi HACTOIbKO, YTO CTajl NepeynTb. - [1om
®apHOB 3T0... BeHel, Bawero tutyna! lNepo Ha Bawen wnsane, CMMBOJ Ballero
MOJIOXKEHMUSA...

- oM ®apHOB ypoo/iMB U CTap, B HEM MYNAI0T CKBO3HAKW, U €ro Joporo coaep>aTb, -
oTpe3an Nappuk. - MeHs OH He nHTepecyeT. 1 He cobnpatoCb pa3BsiekaTbCA, Ny MEHS
HeT »XeHbl, KoTopon noTpeboBanocb bbl cBeTCKOe 06LecTBO. 1 BEpHYCb B CBOW A0M



Ha Yap/ab3-CTPUT, Kak TONIbLKO NpMBeAYy B MOPSAAOK Aena oTua.

- Yapnb3-cTput! - ECAm cyanTb N0 MHTOHauwun NMounHTepa, Nappuk cobnpancsa Xmntb B
bopnoene. - Bo3aM0O>XXHO, OH NoAX0AM BaM, Korga Bbl Obi1n Mapkm3om HopTekcowm,
Ballla CBETJIOCTb, HO Ternepb Bbl - repLor. Y BaC TUTYJ1, KOTOPOMY HY>XHO
COOTBETCTBOBaTL. Baw oTeu... - [JBOpeUKUN YMOK, NOCKOJIbKY appuk npureosgnn
€ro K MecTy TSA>XeJsibiM B3r15940M.

- 41 - He mou oTeu, NonHTEpP, - HANOMHW OH.

I'I0|/|HTep yOaJnincad, sceMm CBoMM BUOOM MNMOKa3blBad, KaK OH BO3MYLLEH.

Koraa AaBsepb 3a HUM 3akpblnack, Fappuk BepHyacsa K bymaram otua. OH METOANYHO
pa3bupan nx, oTMeYvas, 4To Haao caenaTb N C KeEM HeobxoamMMo cBA3aThbCs. Kak bbl
HenpPUA3HEHHO OH HU OTHOCWUJICS K OTLY - CKopee, CTouN0 Bbl CKa3aTb, Kak Obl OH ero
HW HEHaBUAen, - OH He MOIr HE OTMETUTb, 4To ByMarm NOKOMHOro repuora 6N B
MOJIHOM NopsiAKe, A4OX04 OT MOMeCTU NOCTynaa cBoeBpeMeHHO. Bce paboTano, Kak
XOPOLO CMa3aHHasa MawmnHa - bnarogaps alMHOCTU repuora, KOTOpbIA LLIENKO Aep>Ka
Ka)k4oe NeHHW, KOTopoe eMy TOJIbKO yAaBasioCb ypBaTh.

Yacbl Ha KaMuHe Npobunum nongeHb. Fappuk BHe3anHO NOYyBCTBOBas H&€CNOKONCTBO.
OH BCTan 1 NoAaoLwen K AaBHO HE MbITOMY OKHY C 3arnblJ1I€EHHbIMU NopTbepamu. Ero
MaTb MOrsa 6bl OTAIMYHO YNPaBUTbLCA C 3TUM LOMOM, HO OHa He npuesxkana B JIOHAOH
y>Xe€ MHOro sieT. YCTaB OT ne4vasibHO N3BECTHbIX MOXOXXAEHUN ero oTua, oHa
yhanunacb B CacceKkc 1 Xuja TaM, Kak BAOBa MNpu XXNBOM MyxXe. Nappuk paccesaHHO
nogyMmas, Kak-TO OHa OTHeceTCAa K noaBseHunto cymacbponHom MNappuet y cebsa Ha
nopore. HaBepHaKa npuaeT B y>Kac U ynageT B 06MoOpoK. 9To ee obbl4Has peakums Ha
nobble BO3HMKaoLWme npobnemsi.

Bblf1 ACHBIN N NOFOXXUN TUMUYHbBIN HOABPLCKNIN MONAEHb, C KOCbIMU COJTHEYHbIMU
ny4amum n 6bicTpbiMu Benbimn obnakamun. Nappuk 4yBcTBoBaa cebs Kak B JIOBYLUKE B
3TOM 3apocLlleM NayTUHOW MaB3osiee. EMy XO0TesnoCb BCKOYUTb Ha KOHA M MYCTUTbLCSH
BCKayb, HO He B Mapke, a rae-HMbyab B AMKOM U NMYCTbIHHOM MecCTe, rae MOXHO Obls1o
O0TObpPOCUTbL BCAKYIO CAEPXKAHHOCTb. OH MHOIO JIET XMW 3a rpaHuuen n nonwbunn
OFpPOMHbIE NYCTOLWN N ropsavyee cuHee Hebo MopTyranum n cnaHuu. N1 XoTs oH
BepHyncsa B JIOHAOH y>xe 6onblue rofa Hasafg, ropod BCe PaBHO Ka3aiCAd eMy TeCHbIM,
XONOAHbIM U CTPAHHO YrHETAOLWMNM.



Ob6s3aTenbCcTBa 3Basin ero 06paTHO K NblIbHLIM ByMaram. Tenepb oH repuor dapH,
Kak B6bl eMy HM NpeTuia posb XpaHnTens paMmabHOro Hacneams, oH He Mor
YKJIOHUTbLCA OT BbINOJIHEHUSA CBOMX 06A3aHHOCTeN. 3T0O BOMAM B €ro CO3HaHMe elle B
neTcTee. [appuK BepHyCA K cTony. Y ceba foMa Ha HYapsib3-CTPUT €ro Toxxe xhana
paboTa, n HeManas - Hay4Hoe nccnefoBaHme, KacaBweecs aCTPOHOMUN NPOLLIOro
CTONeTUNA, U AOKYMEHTbI, KOTOpblE Hag1exXxao nepesectun Ana BoeHHoro
MUHUCTepPCTBa. XXMBA 3a rpaHuuen, oH paboTtan Ha BeaoMCTBO rpaga batepcTa,
rocylapCTBEHHOro cekpeTaps No BOEHHbIM AgesiaM N KOJIOHUSM. KpoMe Toro, oH
paboTan n Ha NpaBUTENbCTBO, NOAyoULMaNbHO 3aHUMAaACh APYrnMun, ocobbiMu
aenamun. 210 6b1710 O4HOW U3 NPUYNH, NOYEMY OTeL, TaK ONMOSYNIICA Ha HEero, CBoOero
HacnegHuka. Cny>a poguHe, Nappuk NOCTOAHHO UCKasl CMepPTU, HO He Haxoaun ee. A
4YTO eMy 0CTaBaJloCb AenaTb? Y)XKe MHOIro JIeT Ha HEM JieXXalo bpeMs BUHbI - OH OTHSAN
YYXXYI XXWU3Hb - XXN3Hb CTBeHa PeHHepa. OH NbiTanca oTAaTb 3a 3TO CBOKO, HO
focnofnb, MOXOXe, He MPUHUMaN ero XXepTay.

Fappuk noaHan 6b110 pyyKy. N cHoBa NosaoXxun Ha cTosl. OH 0CO3Ha, 4TOo eMy
X04eTCHa y3HaTb UMSA BYepallHen He3HaKoOMKU. To caMour, YTO NPOHUKJSIA B €ro AOM.
Ero NnosIHOYHOM roCTbU C XXUBbIMU BAaCUIbKOBbLIMU M1azamMum 1 hapdpoposo-besnon
KoXen, KoTopas cbexana oT Hero, Kak 30/yLlKa B CKa3ke.

Fappuk MeaneHHo nogowen K Ay6oBbIM WKagaM, 4TO TAHYUCb BAONb ABYX CTEH
kKabuHeTa. OCTaHOBMACSA PAAOM U UCMbITan CTPpaHHoOe owylleHne. KTo-To ocMaTpuBan
3TW MOJIKK, N COBCEM HEeOaBHO. B Nblnn oCcTannch cneabl, CJIOBHO KTO-TO OCTOPOXXHO
BbITaCKMBa KHUTM 1 BO3Bpalliana nx obpaTHo.

FappuK BepHYCA K cTosy. MIHTepecHO, oHa 1 bymarun npocmaTpueana? YT1o xe oHa
nckana? - nogymasn oOH.

Pa3zapa>keHHO rnokayaB rosioBon, Nappuk BHOBb NPMHAACA 3a paboTy. OH B3an
cnenyoLwyto nayvyky éymar n passsa3as KpacHYO NEHTY.

3aKOHHOE NpaBo CO6CTBEHHOCTM Ha NoMecTbe ®eHHepoB B rpadcTee JlopceT...

Fappuk owyTnn 03HO6. o NO3BOHOYHUKY NPOKaTUAACh easaHasa CTpyS
BOCMNOMUHaHMN. OH MOHATUA HE NMes, 4TO oTel Kynua noMmecTbe deHHepoB. Mappuk
copBan fIeHTy u ctan nepebupatb bymarn. OTey, noxoxxe, npuobpen He TONbLKO A0M
deHHepoB, HO N X 3eMAun, N NpaBa Ha Aobbivy yrasa. OH CKynana ux Bce nocrnegHune
[eCcsATb NIeT, Korga nomMecTbe NpuLLIo B YNaAoK rnocsie cCMepTu nocsegHero rpaga.



YroJsibHble WaXTbl OKa3aancb NpubbIIbHLIMAU; OHWN LaBasin 40X04 MOYTU B CTO ThiCAY
PYHTOB.

Xonopn rnocennnacs y Hero B Aiyllie BCepbe3 1 Hagosro. Ero otew HaXKUACs Ha CMepTy
CTtnBeHa ®eHHepa 1 nocseaytolemM ynaake rpadctsa. Noka oH MblTancs UCKYNUTb
CMepTb Mosiogoro ®eHHepa, ero oTew, UCMosb30Bas ee, 4Tobbl 3apaboTaTh. Kak xe
Obln1a TUNWYHa ANA Hero noJobHas Mep3kas alYHOCTb. FappuKa 3aTOWHWUIIO OT
oTBpaLleHnsa. HeBbIHOCMMO Hac/e0BaTh COCTOAHNE, NONyYeHHOe Yepes Hacuane u
KPOBb, 0COBEHHO €CNK OH CaM ee Nposna. B npunnee BHE3aMNHOM APOCTM OH OTHpOCU
6ymaru, n oHu pa3neTenncb no nosy.

FappuK NJOXHYNCA B KPecso 1 nonbiTancsa cobpaTtbcs ¢ mbicnamu. OH Bpallancsa B
AHMIMNCKOM BbICLEM obLecTBe y)Xe NAaTHajuaTb MecaueB U 3Hasl, 4To cTapLias us
nodepen rpagpa PeHHepa, 3HaMeHUTas CBOUMU NpuemMamMun [1>KOaHHa, Bbilsa 3aMy>XX
3a He MeHee 3HaMeHUTOoro nccneposatensa ApkTukun Anekca NpaHTa. CpegHsasa O04b,
Tepe3a [OapeHT, Oblna NevyanbHO N3BECTHOW BOOBOW, CXOPOHMBLLEN Y>XKe YeTblipex
My>XeW. FappuK HUKOrga He CTasIKMBasiCA HU C neaun NpaHT, HXU ¢ neaun [apeHT, 4To
OblNO BMOJIHE €CTEeCTBEHHO; OHW BpAL /N CTanun Obl NnpurnawaTb Ha cBou banbl 1
payTbl YenoBeKa, KOTopbi younn Ha aysnm nx bpata. CBeTckoe obuecTBo nopon
NposBAAN0 Heobbl4anHyo N’MOKOCTb, HO BCe-Takn He HacTOIbKO. OH BCMOMHWII, YTO
Oblfla N Mnagwasa 4o4Yb, HO O HEW OH NMOYTU HMUYero He 3Han. OHa ocTaBanach
He3aMy>XXHeu, nMesia penyTaunio CMHEero YyJsika v XXusa noyTn 3aTBOpHULLEN, eCn
BEPUTb CliyxaM.

FappuK CHOBa NOTSAHYJCA 33 PYYKOM U HaYvYan NMcaTb. 3aKOHYMB MNUCbMO, OH
3ane4yaTan ero n Hagnucan agpec. Notom cobpan B cTonky bymarun, kacatowmecs
COCTOAHUA PeHHEepPOB, HO, C MUHYTY NoMeasnB, MNO3BOJIN/ UM CHOBA BbICbINMATbLCS Ha
MUCbMEHHbIN CTO.

CtneeH ®eHHep, ero nyywun apyr B UtoHe n Okcgopae. OH OT/IMHHO yMen NpaBuTb
has3ToHOM, BbI1 TPOKOM K NOBeCOW. KpacoTa v WwapM CAy>XUanm eMy nNpornyckom B
HeCKOH4YaeMylo Yyepeny cnaseH n bygyapos. ImeTb gpyrom CTMBEHa 3HA4YN10 BAUTLCSA
B becwabaliHyo ToNNy HENPeCTaHHO pa3BseKatouwenca monogexu. Nappuka
npuTArvBasia 3Ta BeJINKOCBETCKasa Muwypa. lNepen HUM OTKpbIBaslaCb XXU3Hb, COBCEM
Hernoxo)Xas Ha Ty, K KOTOPOW ero Bce AeTCTBO N IOHOCTb rotoBusin. Ho notom CtmneeH
Bbibpan 06bEKTOM CBOEro HOBOIro 3aBOEBaHMA MooAyto XKeHy Mappuka, n gpyxba
obpaTunacb B npenatenbLCTBO 1 NO30p...



B aBepb nocTyYann. Nappuk npennosoXus, 41o 370 MNMonHTep. JOoMKHO BbiTh, OH yXe
YCMOKOWJICA 1 BEPHYJICS K CBOUM 06A3aHHOCTSAM.

- 91 obHapy>xunn pa3butoe OKHO B BOCTOYHOM Kpblfle, - CKa3as ABOPELKUN,
HeonobpuTenbHO rNAasa Ha pa3bpocaHHblie No ctony bymarn. - BeposTHO, B 4OM
MOTJIN MPOHNKHYTb Yepe3 Hero.

- 3Ha4YnT, OHa BNE3/a Yepe3 OKHO, - NnporoBopwua Nappuk. - 4 noHan. Cnacubo,
MonHTep.

- A npocnexy, 4Tobbl gom 6biN B NoNHOW 6e3onacHOCTK, Balla CBETNOCTb, -
TOP>XeCTBEHHO 3aKOH4YMJ1 OBOPELKUA. - BaM 6osiblLe He HY>KHO HU O YEM
becnokonTbCH.

- {1 BBepAlo ero B TBOW pyku, NonHTep, - ckasan Nappuk n NpoTaHyN OBOPELKOMY
3aneYyaTaHHbI KOHBEPT. - byab Tak nobeseH, npocnenmn, 4Tobbl ero 4OCTaBUAN B
a0BOKATCKYO KOHTOpPY «Yep4yBapa n Yepysapn» B XonbypHe.

- KoHe4Ho, Ballla CBET/IOCTb, - MOMHTEP CKJIOHMJICA B U3SILLHOM MOKJIOHE U NMPOTAHY
Fappuky cepebpsHbii MoAHOC, 4TOObl TOT MO MOJSIOXUTL NOCNAHME.

- A 3aTeM, - Npoao/HKUN FappuK, - 1 Xo4y, 4TOObl Thbl Hallen o1 MeHS YaCTHOro
NeTeKTBa.

NMoNHTEP AEpPHYJ1 HOCOM OT TAKOIro LLUOKMPYIOLLLErO NPensioxXeHns.

- YacTHOro neTtekTumBa, Balla CBETJZIOCTb? - MOBTOPWJ1 OH, CJIOBHO I'IpOCb6a Mappuka
Oblna Tak BO3MYTUTEJIbHA, YTO OH fa)Ke He 3HaeT, Kak Ha Hee OTBeTUTb. - Baw
YBa)KaEMbIVI oTel, - HaKOHeL, BbIroBOpwWJ ,EI,BOpeLI,KVII7I, - HUKorga 6bl He cTan nckaTb
rnonobHoro 4yenoBeka, Balla CBETNOCTb.

- 4 3Hato, - ycmexHyncsa MNappuk. - botocb, Tebe NpnaeTcs NPUBLIKHYTb K HEKOTOPbLIM
n3meHeHunsaMm, MNMonHtep. byay Tebe o4eHb NprU3HaTENEH, €CAN Thl YCKOPULLb MOUCKMW, -
no6aBnn OH. - MHe He06X0AMMO CPOYHO HAaWTK OLHOrO YesioBEKa.



N Korga OH HangeT CBOK MOJNIYHOYHYO NObUTEeNnbHULY KHUF, OH TOYHO BbIACHUT, 4TO
ee C HUM cBa3biBaeT. W Ha cen pa3 y>xe He N03BONUT el cbexxaTb.

- Cnacmbo 3a 10, 4TO 06bpaTmnucek Ko MHe, nopa Cendpunax. 9 6bin cHacTAMB
npeaocTaBUTb BaM BCO HEO6X0aAMMYIO NHOpMaLKIo.

MeppuH NpUcTpousiacb B TEMHOM YroJsike NpueMHon, noka ee naptHep Tom bpaaLoy
MpPOBOXXaJ1 N3pa KOpoJsIeBCTBa A0 sieCTHUUbL. Cendpuna)x easa in 3aMeTun ee
MPUCYTCTBUE N Y>XK TOYHO He y3Hal. MeppunH o4eHb Bbl yamBunack, ecan 6ol 6b1s10 No-
Apyromy. B cBoen KaKaoaHEBHOW XN3HU, Byayy4n CUHUM YyJIKOM U CECTPON
bnncTatenbHon neamn FpaHT, MeppuH Bbina NoyYTn HeBnammMmkon. OHa peako noceuasna
6anbl U NpnemMsbl, 0b0>KaeMble ee ceCTpaMm, a KOra BCe e Ha HUX NpUCyTCTBOBana,
TO NOYTU He TaHueBaNa. Monogble Nan, pPUCKHYBLUVE BOBJIEYb €€ B pa3roBop,
MOTOM, KaK npasusio, 06 3ToM coxkasienun, NOCKOJIbKY OHa NHTepecoBaacb
NCKIOYNTESIbHO Hay4YHbIMM TEMAMN N HE XKeNajla BeCTU CBeTCKyto beceny. [leByLlKa
BbI3blBaJsia y MY>X4YUMH MOPON CTpax, MOPON CKYKY, a MOpPOnN N TO N ApYyroe BMecTe.
3HaTHbIe AaMbl 3a rla3a 3BaJin ee «MPOCTYLIKOW BbiCLLIEro obuecTtea» n ceToBaan Ha
OTCYTCTBME Yy HEee CBETCKOIro JIOCKa U NMPUCKOPOHYIO YBIEYEHHOCTb HayKaMMu.

Takoe He3aMeTHOoe cyllecTBoBaHue obneryano en x}mnsHb. OHa 3aHMMaNlaCb MUMEHHO
TEeM, YeM X0TenNa, - n3y4dasla akageMnyeckme Haykm n ogHoBpeMeHHo paboTana Ha
Toma. Y3Han cecTpsbl, 4TO OHa paboTaeT paan geHer, oHM 6bl TOYHO ynanm B 06MOpPOK.
A y3Hal OHW, 4TO OHa 3aHUMAETCs CbICKOM, Aa>ke CaMas CUbHAA HIOXaTeNnbHas CoJlb
He cMorfa 6bl NpuBecTn ux B YyBCTBO. 1 ecnn 6 OHKM elle y3Hanu, 4TO MHOr4a OHa He
HO4YyeT AoMa N NpuayMbiBaeT cebe hanblUMBbIX APYy3en AN MPUKPbITUSA... HO OHK
HUKOrga 3TOro He y3HatoT, noayMana MeppuH. OHM ee He 3anoao03pPAT, Takoe UM
Aa)ke B roJioBy He npuaer.

XOTA... XOTS BYEpa HOYbIO OHa coBepwmnia owmnbky. N Takyto, KoTopas Morna
NMPUBECTU K PACKPbLITUIO ee «TalHOMN XWU3HW», KaK OHa C Y4OBOJIbCTBMEM ee Ha3blBasla.
MeppuH coBepLUnia HENPOCTUTEIbHbIN Fpex - OHa rnonanack. N1 He koMy-HUbyY b, a
npamo B nanel Fappuky ®apHy. Ecnn roe v Hago 66110 NpUHMMaTL BCe Mepbl
NnpPeaoCTOPOXXHOCTU, Tak 3TO cobupasn cBegeHUs 0 YesoBeke, KOTopbln yonn ee 6paTta
1 paspyLwwmnn cemMblo. Ho Tenepb y)xe canwkom nosgHo. ®apH snaen ee. PapH ee
uesnoBasn. Mo NO3BOHOYHUKY AEBYLIKW NpOKaTuUAacCb BOJIHa BeCNoKONCTBa U eLle Yero-
To rnybuHHO-TpeBoOXaLLero.



- 3anjewb, UIn 34eCb NOroBOpPUM?

ToM npuaep>xnean ABEPb; FOJI0OBa €ro BONPOCUTENIbHO HAaK/IOHEHA K MJevy, rnasa
6nectaT, Ha rybax nrpaet ynbibka. OH 6bl1 HarAbIM TUNOM, HO MeppuH 3TO Kak pa3 B
HeM N HpaBunocb. CbiH cTnemnaopal4 - CtmBmaop - Ha4YaJabHUK HaZ NOPTOBbLIMU
rpy34mMKamMu, pyKoBoauUT Nog4YMHEHHBLIMU N BCen norpy3kon.], paboTaslwero Ha Temse,
OH 1 Cenyac aep>kasl CBO KOHTOPY Ha camom bepery. OAVH 13 CaMbIX YCNELIHbIX
YaCTHbIX 0eTeKTMBOB B JIOHOOHE, OH MOI HAaWTN KOro yroAHO - OT MPonaBLUnNX
Hac/eaHMKOB A0 CAyr, NpuUXBaTUBLLNX CTosl0oBoe cepebpo. OHa paboTana ¢ HUM BOK O
6oK nocnegHue napy ner.

MeppuH noaHsaNack U npocsenosasia 3a TOMOM B KOHTOPY. TaM CTOSAN CTYJ1, HO OHa no
ONbITY 3HaNa, KaKon OH HeyoOHbIN, U OCTasNlaCb CTOATbL. TOM Npucen Ha Kpawm Ceoero
cTona.

- Hy, Tak Kak? Hawna 4To-HMbyab KacatoLwieecs 3Ton Ay31m? - NMOMHTEpeCcoBasiCs
OH. - MoXeT, CBUOEeTEeNbCTBO, YTO OT CAYr OTKynaancb? Kakoe-HMbyab CKpbiTOE
AoKa3aTenbCcTBo? Mam BoobLe XoTb 4TO-TO NOAO3pUTESIbHOE?

- Y MeHs Bce B nopsagke, Tom. Cnacubo, 4To cnpocun, - eaKo napuposana MeppuH. - A
Kak y Tebsa gena?

Tom ocknabuncs, 6necHynm ocnenutensHo-b6enbie 3ybbl.

- Tbl Be4b 3Haellb, YTO Y MeHs MNJoxme MaHepbl.

- 9TO 04eBUAHO, - CKa3aJJla MeppuH 1N NocMoTpesia Ha Hero.

Toma bpaalwoy HMKOraa He NPUMYT 3a apUCTOKPaTa. XOPOLUO CLUMNTLINA KOCTIOM He
CKpoeT BHYyTpeHHen rpybocTn. OH TakKon, KaKon eCcTb, - CbiH paboyero, KOTOpPbIA «CaM
cebsa coenan».

- HeT, - oTBeTMNa OHa Ha 3a4aHHbIN paHee BOMPOC N OTBEPHYACh. - 9 HUYEro He
Haluna.

Tpu Hegenu Ha3zaa ToM NpuLLEN K HEn C MHOoPMaLMen, KoTopas, Mo ero MHEHUIO,
MOrJla ee 3aMHTepecoBaTb. Korna MeppuH 03HaKoMMMach C HEN, ee OXBAaTWUJIN Y>KacC U



rHeB. 9TO0 bblla KpoLeYHas 3aMeTKa B HUKOMY He N3BeCTHOW rasete [lopceTa. Tom
CKasaJl, 4To csiyqarHo obHapyXun ee, Korga 3aHMMancsa apyrmm genom. Maseta 6bina
OBeHaguaTuneTHen 0aBHOCTU, U B HEW, MeXXAY 3aMeTKaMN O KpaKe CBUHEN U
KapMaHHUKaMW Ha OepeBeHCKon apMapke, bblsla BTUCHYTa CTaTelnka o
paccnenosaHun cMepTtu CtnBeHa deHHepa.

MeppuH 3HaNa ee Han3yCTb. Bpag v oHa kKorga-Hnbyab 06 3Tom 3abyper.

«KopoHep, paccrenywolnini cMepTb BUKOHTa ®PeHHepa, nepenaeT, YTo B Tese XXepTBbl
obHapy>XeHbl ABe Nynu: ogHa B nJjeye, gpyrasa B CnuHe... - N 4yTb Huxe: - [IsHumen
Ckpor, erepb nomectbss CTapKpocc, 3asBISET, YTO CAbllan nepebpaHky, 3a KOTOPOW
nocnenoBasn Tpu BbiICTpena...»

MeppuvH NepenepHysio, oHa BCNOMHMA, KakK NMpu NepBoM NpoyTeHun ee bykBaibHO
NPUrBO34MUJI0 K MECTY, a F1a3a BMNUINCh B KPOLUEYHYO MHopMaLIULo,
NPOTUBOPEYMBLLYIO BCEM OpULINANIBHBIM coobLieHusaM. Mpexae yem cbexxaTb 13
CTpPaHbl N TEM CaMbIM YKJIOHUTbLCS OT paccnenoBaHus, Fappuk ®apH cocTaBu
noapobHoe onucaHne aysnn. Akobbl BCe NPOU30LLIIO WU3-3a TOro, YTO €ro Nyylnin apyr
CTtnBeH ®eHHep NbiTancs cbexxaTb C ero MosIoaon XXeHo Kuttn. dapH KAsSACs, 4To
Bcero 661710 ABa BbICTPESa U 4TO OH CaM OCMATpPMBaJ NUCTONETLI: U TOT, 4TO
npuHagnexxan npoMmaxHyslemycsa CTUBEHY, U CBOW, N3 KOTOPOIro OH NPOuN3Ben
CMepTeNbHbI BbiICTpen. [IOKTOp U ABOE CEKYHAAHTOB NOATBEPANIN ero 3asiBNeHUe.
CekyHOaHT ®apHa faxke yTBep)xaas, 4To ®eHHep BbICTPENN paHbLUe, YeMm
nocsienoBan CUrHaM, U TEM CaMbIiM o4epHU nma CTueeHa.

[lo cyna neno Tak u He oo, a obuiecTtBeHHOE MHEeHMe O0THeC/10Cb K PapHy O4YeHb
COYYBCTBEHHO. OHU C KnTTN 6bInIn )XeHaTbl Bcero mecsu. A CtuseH obMaHyn CcBoero
nyywero apyra, cobnasHun ero XeHy 1 noitanca cbexaTtb ¢ Her. [la ewe n
BbICTpenna A0 TOro, kak bblnla gaHa oTMawka. Mo BceobLemMy MHEeHUI0, NOCTYNOK
Mappuka ®apHa 6bin npuckopbeH, HO BNoJIHE 0OBACHUM 1 onpaBaaH.

Ona MeppuH 3To caMo no cebe 6bI10 y>KacHO, HEMPOCTUTESIbHO, MEP3KO, HO, Y3HaB,
4TO ObIJIO TPY NYAN N ABE U3 HUX Haxoamnuch B Tene CTnBeHa, oHa NpPencrnosiHnNach
rHeBa. Nappuk ®apH conran. 31o bbila He Ay3Jb, @ Ka3Hb, U €ro A0JIKHbl NOBECUTb
3a ybuincrteo. PaHblie OHa HeHaBuaena Nappuka. HeHaBuaena 3a COTBOPEHHOE UM
310, 3@ TO, YTO OH MPUHEC B ee CeMblo HecYacTbe 1 rope. Ho Tenepb ee rHes
nepepogunnca. Ecnm ®apH noxopoHun npasay, oHa ee packonaeT. OHa NMokKa>keT Mupy,
4yTO MAappUK JIFYH N MPECTYNHUK, OHa JINLLIUT ero no4vyecten u yesa>keHnsa. OHa oTbILeT
00Ka3aTeNbCTBO, YHTO OH He 3aC/ly)KMBaEeT rnpasa Ha XXMU3Hb.



MeppuH, Kak be3yMHas, nckana 4To-To NofobHoe TON CTaTbe - UCTUHHbIA OTYET O
paccnenoBaHuu, ynankn npoTtms Nappuka ®PapHa, cogep xalimecs Bo BpayebHOM
3aKJII04EHNN, NOKA3aHUA CEKYHOAHTOB, KOTOPble MPearnosIoXNTENIbHO
NPUCYTCTBOBAsIN Npu 3Ton AKOObI Ay3nun. Ho oHa noTepnesa Heyaady. bymaru
ncyesnun. CempgeTtenn Kak B BOAY KaHy/M. MeppuH UcnbiTbiBasia pa3oYyapoBaHue, HO
noHMMana, 4T1o y ®apHoB JOCTAaTOYHO AeHer M BAacTu, 4Tobbl 3anaaTuTb BCEM N He
AOoNyCTUTb CKaHJana. OgQHakKo OHa He MOXKeT caaTbCA. Ec/im eCcTb XO0Tb Masnenwmn
LWaHC AoKa3aTb, 4To MNappuk ®apH x1agHOKPOBHO youn ee 6paTa, oHa OTbILWET ero.
OHa Xxenana, 4Tobbl OH NOTepsAN BCe, YTO Bbirafas Ha cBoeun /KN, Beab oHa noTepsania
BCe, Korga oH youn CtuseHa. MeppuH xoTena, 4Tobbl FappuK NOHSAJ, KAKOBO 3TO -
OKa3aTbCH Ha ee MecTe.

- Tbl HUYero He Hawna, - NnoBTopwua ToM. OH Bbipa3na Takoe Hey40BOJIbCTBUE, YTO
MeppuvH fa>ke NpULWJIO B FOJIOBY, HET I Y HEro TalHOIro KJMEeHTa B 3TOM fene.
ManoBeposATHO, HO HE HEBO3MOXXHO. - Tbl Be3e NCKana? - HagaBu OH.

MeppuH HaxMypunach:

- KoHeyvHo Be3ge. A npodeccmnoHan. 4 cmotpena B kabuHeTe, B bubnnorteke, B
crnasibHAX...

- B cnanbHax?

- 4 nogymana, 4TO 6yMar|/| MOIr /1N CrnpAaTaTb Cpeant KHUT.

ToM HacMeLwNnMBO NMOCMOTPES Ha Hee.

- 9 NOBTOPSAO: «B CMANIbHAX»?

- Jlioon XXe 4nTaloT B NOCTeNNn, - c/ierka oweTtuHmnnacb MeppuH.

- MpaBpna? - yansuncs Tom. - A - HUKOrga. Y MeHs eCcTb Aesla MOUHTEepPEeCcHen, 4em
BaNATbCA B MOCTENN C KHUXKKOWN.

MeppvH 3aKaTuna rnasa:



- Tbl He oanHOK. Y Nappuka ®apHa ToXe eCTb Takue aena.

Tom noaHan 6poBb:

- YT0?

- {1 nexxana y repuora nof KpoBaTbio, KOrga eMy HaHec/ I BU3UT, - NOSACHUA
MeppuH. - HyBCTBEHHadA N HeTepnenneasa neamn no uMmeHn Nappuer.

ToM BbITSAHYN rybbl B TPYOOUYKY 1 TUXO MPUCBUCTHYJI.

- FappueT HanT, nogone4yHas ero NoKOMHoOro otua?

- MoHATMA He nmeto, - oTo3Basnacb MeppuH. BHYTpu y Hee eBesibHY/10Cb HENPUATHOE
4yBCTBO, MOXOXXEEe Ha... PEBHOCTb. - IM He 6bIN10 HY>XAbl Ha3blBaTb APYr Apyra
MOJIHbIM MMeHeM, - efiko fobaBuna oHa.

- begHsaXKa, - cka3an ToM. - HeT HMYero xy>xe Byamepusma.

- 91 3aN0OMHI0, KaK Tbl 3TO Ha3blBaelwb, - noobewana MeppuH. - Ho, K c4acTbto, OH
BbIFrHa/1 ee 00 TOro, Kak OHU MeHA COBCEM CMYTUJIN.

Tom 3acmMesancs.

- ®apH BbIKMHY HETepnenmsy cobnasHUTENbHNLY U3 CBOEN CNalbHU? - YOANBUCSA
OH. - 3HAY1T, OH AEeNCTBUTEsNIbHO n3MeHwusncs. lNMonarato, Tol Bbibpanacb, korga oH
3acHyn?

- HeT, - oTBeTuNna MeppuH 1 3amMos4ana.

Bpsn i ctonno pacckasbiBaTb TOMY 0 CBOeln «BCTpeyde» ¢ NappukoM. OH byneT B
APOCTW, €C/IN y3HaeT, 4TO OHa NocTaBwua Noj yrpo3y He TOJIbKO CBO 6e30nacHOCTb,
HO 1 €ro areHTCTBO. Ecnu Nappuk Kakmm-1o obpasoM y3HaeT, KTO OHa, U HaYHeT
3a4aBaTb BOMPOCHI, OH BbIACHUT, 4TO OHa paboTaeT Ha Toma, a Takoun
MOryLLEeCTBEHHbIVN Bpar MOXeT ObITb 04eHb ornaceH. K ToMy e oHa He bblsia yBepeHa,
YTO XOYeT BCMOMUHATb UX Pa3roBop. Ty HEOXKXMAAHHYIO 61130CTb C Fappukom,
yO0BOJIbCTBME OT nepenasknm C HUM, BHE3AMHO HaxXJIbIHYBLUYIO C/1af0CTb, KOraa oH



6eCKOHEYHO HEeXHO KOCHYJICca ee rybamu... OHa He oxXKupgana, YTo UCMbITAeT BCE 3TU
4yyBCTBa. HM 0HO 13 HUX. OHa He AoJ1KHa OblNa UX UCMbITaTb.

BHMUMaTeNbHO HabnogaBlwnin 3a Hel ToM cpa3y 3aMeTWsl, YTO OHa KonebneTcs.

- Hy?..

- K HecyacTbio, s YAXHYNA, - NpPU3HaNacb MeppuH, - U OH BbITALLWIT MEHS N3-NoA
KpOoBaTW.

ToM oTpearnpoBas TOYHO TakK, KakK OHa U Npeanonarana. Mocne cekyHOAHOro
MOJTHaHUSA OH B30PBaCs:

- YepT nogepun, MeppuH!..

- 41 3Hato, - TOPONJMBO NpepBasa OHa ero. - Ho A He coobLmna emy, KTO 9 N 4eM
3aHMMatocb. Tebe He cTouT BosIHOBaTbCA. OH He 3HaeT, 4To 4 paboTato Ha Tebs.
HWKTO He 3HaeT.

TOM CTUCHYN KyNaKW.

- MeppuH, - npoueaun oH, - TBosi paboTa, Kak npegnosaraeTcs, TanHas. ObpaTu
BHMMaHMe Ha nocsiegHee CJI0BO.

- KoHe4Ho, - 6bICTpo 3aBepusa ero MeppuH. - MHe o4YeHb »Kasb, NpaBsaa...

Tom Cc BMANMBIM ycunmnem B35 cebs B pyku n notep no6.

- A npepynpexpgan, 4To Tyga naTm onacHo, - HaNnoMHMA OH. - A npocnn Tebs bbITb
OCTOPO>XXHOMN.

- A n 6blN1a OCTOPOXKHOW, - 3aWLNLLAACL, CKa3asa MeppuH. - MHe NpPOCTO He NOBE3J10.

ToM B3O0XHY:



- Hy, cyasa no Tomy, 4To Tebs He NpuBOIOKAN Ha boy-cTpuT, Tebe yaanocb yUTu oT
dapHa, - HEMHOIro CMArYMBLLNCL, MPOM3HEC OH. M faxke BblaaBua cnabyto ynbibky. -
Tbl MHYa@ ero no Anuam 1 cMblslacb?

- YT0-TO BpOAe 3TOro, - ckazana MeppuH. OHa nogymana, 4To obuwasce c bpaguioy,
TPYAHOBATO COXPAaHUTb HEBMHHOCTb. M0 MeHbLUEN Mepe, ee CJIOBAPHbIN 3anac
3HaYUTENIbHO PaCLUNPUICS.

MeppuH camMa He NoHUMana, Kak MM ¢ TOMOM yAanocb Tak cOnmM3nTbcs. OHM BbIIN Kak
6paT 1 cecTpa. Bnepsble OHa C HUM BCTPETMNACh OKOJIO Tpex NeT Ha3ad. OH Bne3 B
[lOM, Fle OHa B TO BpeMSs »una. MeppuH 3acTana ero 3a 06bICKOM X03AMNCKOro
KabuHeTa 1, CHSAB CO CTEHbI CPeAHEBEKOBOW Masall, He BbiMycKasa ero, noka oH He
OTKPbI/ €14, 4TO ero He3aKOHHOE BTOPXXEHNE NMEET Liesibio BEPHYThb NPAaBUTESIbCTBY
KOe-KaKune BOEHHble OKYMEHTbl 04€Hb [e/IMKAaTHOro CBONCTBa. OHa O4YeHb
3aMHTepecoBasacb npodeccuen bpaawoy 1 pewnna, 41o nogobHas paboTa e
naeanbHO NOAXOAUT, TaK KakK CTPACTHO »XeJlasla BEPLWNTb NpaBocyane, y Hee 6bis10
MaJio AEeHEr 1 MHOFO BPEMEHW N OTCYTCTBOBAJIN fa)Ke HaMeKn Ha Kakoe-Hubynb
3aHaTuMe. [lebioTupoBaTb Ha 6anax HbI10 04EHb YTOMUTENBHO; K TOMY XKe BCe
MY>XYMHbI NPeAnoYnTaan NoKopHyo, obpasLoByto XXeHy. MeppuH xe BooblLe He
X0TesNa BbIXoAUTb 3aMy>X. OHa elle He BCTpeYasia My>X4MHY, KOTOPOro Morna Obl
npennoYyecTb CBOUM NOOUMbIM KHUMaM,

Korga oHa npuwnia Kk ToMy B KOHTOPY M NMPeaJsioxunsaa CBOU yCayrn, ToT Hag Hel
cnepBa nocMesncs. Ho NoTomM BCNOMHWA Npo Nanawl. MeppuH Tak>Ke HarnomMHuna emy
0 CBOMX CBSA3AX B BbiCLIEM obLlecTBe 1 yKa3asla Ha TO, 4TO OHa BXO)Xa B Te AoMa, B
KOTOpble eMy 0ObIYHO NPUXOANTCS NPOHUKATb HE3aKOHHbIM 06pa3oM. OHa MoXXeT
nocewaTtb 6anbl U payTbl U pa3roBapmMBaTb C TEMU NIIOAbMU, K KOTOPbIM OH Ja)ke He
cMoXXeT NpnbnnsnTbcs. C TOro BpEMEHN OHU N CTann 6IN3KUMN ApYy3bsSMU.

ToM nogoLen K XXypHasibHOMY CTOJINKY, TAe CTOS MNbl/IbHbIA XPYCTabHbIN
rPaPUHYMK C TAKUMN )Xe CTaKaHaMu, U XXECTOM MpeasioXua ein BoinuTb. MeppuH
oTpUUATENbHO NoKaYvasa rososon. OHa TOYHO He 3HaJsla, YTo B rpaduHYnKe, HO
noao3peBasia, YTO TaM MEP3KOro BKyca xepec. Tom Hanun cebe nopuunio, caenan
rNOTOK W CHOBA NOCMOTpPEN Ha Hee.

- MoxerT, Tebe ctonT BoobLIEe BPOCUTL 3TO AEN0, - Pe3KO CKa3asl OH. - Korga s Hawen
Ty CTaTblo, 1 NOAYMaJ1, YTO Thl MMeellb NPaBo 3HATb NpaBAy, HO cenyac... - OH
HENOBKO MoXkasn naedvyamun. - 4 Ha4nmHato AyMaTb, YTO Thl MOXELLIb HaM 060uM
NPUYNHUTb HENPUATHOCTN.



- HeT! - MeppunH No4yyBCTBOBaJIa, Kak el oBJlageBaeT naHukKa. - Tom, 31o bbina
Cy4YamHoCTb. A byay BecTn cebs ocTopoxxHee, s obeluato.

Tom oTBeTUN He cpa3y. OH ceJl, aKKYPaTHO MOCTaBWJ1 CTakaH Ha CTOJ U NMoAascs
BRepes.

- TBoe HenokonebnMoe xenaHue y3HaTb NpaBay 3acTasnseT Tebs naTm Ha puck,
KOTOPbIN Mbl HE MOXXeM cebe Mo3BoINTb. Thbl MPOCTO OOEPXKMMA MbIC/IbIO BbIBECTU Ha
4YUCTYyto BoAOy Nappuka PapHa, - CKa3as OH. - DTO He TOJIbKO OnacHo. - ToM
B34OXHYJl. - DTO eLle N HeeCTeCTBEeHHO. Tbl OJIKHA OTNYCTUTb CUTYyauuio.

MeppuH obHsna cebsa 3a nnaeun. Ee 6un 03HOO, MyTNNO, K rOpay NogKaTbiBana
TowWHOTa. Tak Bceraa 6biBano, Korga oHa BCNOMMUHaa 0 bpaTe 1 ero CMepPTU OT PYKHU
Fappuka ®apHa. 3Ta cMepTb oTbpacbkiBana TEHb Ha €e XXU3Hb y)Xe Bosiblle OecaTun
net. En 6bino TpuHaguaTb, Korga ymep CTUBEH, N C HAM, Ka3aJioCb, CJIOBHO 3alU1o
conHue. Nocne ero cMepTn BCE U3MEHWJIOCH, a C MPOAA>KeNn NOMeCTbs OHa JINLWIKNAACh
BCEX BELLEN, KOTOPbIe OCTaIMCb NOC/E HEro Ha NamMATb. Bce HUTOYKKM NpepBannCh.
CTuMBEH OCBeLlasn ee XN3Hb, Kak ocnienuTesibHas 3Be3aa, W, koraa Nappuk ®apH
rnoracus ee, BCA XXNU3Hb MeppuH Norpysnsiacb BO TbMy.

- [leno He Tonbko B cMepTn CTUBEHA, - CKa3aJla OHa 1 ynepsiacb PyKol B OKOHHOE
cTekno. OHO X0n0AnN0 Nanblbl. B nepeynke BHM3Y urpanm c obpyyem geoe
060pBaHHbIX AeTuLleK. - Mbl NOTepPSNAM 1 OTLA, U CBON AOM. Y HAaC HUYEro He
ocTasiock. [MoTeps HacnegHWKa cnoMuna nany, u OH yMep.

- OH Mor 6bl 605bLIE LEHNTbL CBOUX A0Yepen, - MpadHo cKkasan Tom. - EMy nosesno,
4YTO Yy Hero oCTaJiInCb Jpyrme oeTun, XoTb OH 3TOro He NoHMUMaJs. - TOM MocMoTpen Ha
MeppuH. - XO0TS 9 MHOrga COMHeBatoCb, - 406aBU OH, - HACKOJILKO Ha TBOWU
BOCMOMWHAHMA MOXKHO nonaratbCs. Tol Beab bbina ewe pebeHkKoM...

- MHe 6bI10 TPpMHaAUaTh, - OTBETUJIA OHA, YYBCTBYS, KAk 3aC0OCasio Noj JIOXKEYKON. -
[locTaTo4yHO, 4TOObI BCE XOPOLUO MOMHUTb.

MeppuH OTBEpPHYacb, 4Tob6bl TOM He Mor yBMAeTb ee smua. [leByuka TOYHO 3Hana,
4TO NPOMCXOANIIO MeXay ee BpaToM N HEOQABHO BbileAwen 3aMy>X Kuttu ®apH. OHa
JINYHO HOCWKJIa UM TalHble 3anNnUCKN. ITo oHa npuBena CTUBEHa Ha OOPOXXKY cMepTu. B
Hel LWeBesIbHYN0Ch AaBHee YyBCTBO BMHbI, U MeppnH NocTapasiacb CTPSAXHYTb C cebsa



6ose3HeHHble BOCMOMUHaHMA. OHa BeAb He npeanosiaraia, 4To BCe MOXXET KOHYNTbCS
ybunncTteoM. B KOHLE KOHLOB, 3TO HE OHa Ha)kajla Ha CMYCKOBOW KPKOYOK 1 3abpana
XU3Hb CTuBEHa.

- Tbl roBOpULLb BUHOBATbLIM TOHOM, - HaxMypuncsa Tom. - lNovyemy 3T0...

- YBOJIb MEHS OT CBOUX YMO3aKJ/Il04eHUN, - pe3ko obopsana ero MeppuH. OHa
pa303auMmnaacb, 4TO OH OKa3aJiCA TaKMM NpPoHMLATESIbHbLIM. - 51 HE YyBCTBYIO 3a cobon
BUHbI. C Kakon cTaTu? 370 ®apH ybun CTueeHa, a He 4. 1 ecnim OH caenan 3TO He Ha
Ay311, a KakK XJlJaAHOKPOBHbIN ybuinua, oH ewe becyecTHee, 4eM 9 aymana, u
3acny>xusn, 4Tobbl Bce 06 3TOM y3Hann. 9TO He MeCTb, TOM. DTo npaBocyaue... - OHa
OCTaHOBMACb, MOTOMY YTO Y HEE KOHYMCSA BO3OYX.

B ManeHbKOnW KOMHaTKe HaCTynmiao MoJiHaHwne.

- MHe Xanb, - nporosopun ToM. - 4 cornaceH, 41o Nappuk apH CINLWKOM fasieKo
3awen. - B ero ronoce 3a3By4asn HOTKU HeTeprneHns. OH NOAOABUHY N K cebe cTyn. -
Ho s BCe paBHO cYMTalo, YTO Thl CJIMLKOM nMogfaelwbcs 4yscTteaM, MeppuH. - OH
NOTPAC rosIOBON. - A He 3Halo... HO BPA4 M A CMOry 3anpeTuTb Tebe npecnenoBaTb
dapHa, ecnu Thl 3TOro 3axo4yellb. OTO BeAb HeoduumalbHoe paccsaiefoBaHue.

- ymalo, He cMoXellb, - cornacmnacb MeppuH. - Ho 4 c4uTalo, 4TO y HAaC B 3TOM aene
obwmin nHTepec. 9 c caMmoro Havyasna Tak gyMmato.

Ee cnosa noTpacnm Toma.

- lMo4emy Tbl Tak rosopuLlb?

- MoTomy 4TO 4 3Hato Tebs, - ckaszana MeppuH. - He nbiTancs ysnnmeaTb, ToM. Y Tebs
eCTb KJIMeHT?

Tom yCTaBW/iCA Ha Hee, NMOTOM MoKa4dal ros10BOMN.

- 51 He mory Hun4yero Tebe paccka3biBaTb, - 3a89BWJ1 OH. - [apaHTUn
KOHQUOEHUNANBbHOCTU...

MeppuH cepanTo PbipKHYNA:



- Tom!

- Hy napgHo, - coascsa TOT U NMOUCKaa YTOo-TO rnasamMu cpeamn bymar Ha ctone. - Koe-
KTO OeNCTBUTEeNbHO nHTepecoBasca. OanH n3 6patbes PapHa. HeXkHble YyBCTBa TaM,
Noxo)xe, He HoYeBaWu.

- PogHom 6paT xo4eT BUAETb ero Ha sucenmue? - ytodyHmna MeppuH. OHa 3Hana, 4To
fappuK C ceMben faBHO He obuaeTcH, HO BCe paBHO CsioBa ToMa ee wokumposanu. - C
KakKown cTaTtu?..

Tom noXxan njaevyamu:

- 9 He 3a4aloCb TakMMKU BonpocaMu. 9 NpocTo bepy C KINEHTOB AeHbru. Ho
NoHUMaeLlb... - OH caenan naysy v NOCMOTPEN Ha AEBYLUKY. - 3TO elle ofgHa
NPUYNHA, NOYEMY Mbl HE MOXKEM [0MYCTUTb, YTOObLI DapH BCe y3Ha.

- 4l noHMMalo, - ckasana MeppuH.

Tom npoBes pyKon no BoJsioCaM.

- O4eHb Xasnb, 4To PapH Tebsa Buaen. Tenepb OH MOXXET HavyaTb 3a4aBaTb
LLIEKOTIMBbIE BOMPOCHI. I OH onacHbI YenoBek. Jlyylle He BCTaBaTb Y HErO Ha NyTw.
OH paboTan Ha BoeHHOoe MUHUCTEPCTBO, KOrAa »W 33 FPaHnLLEN.

- NepeBoo4YnNKOM, - NpeHebpeXxuTenbHO bIpKHY1a MeppuH. - OTHIOAb He Ha
rnepenoson.

- Ecnn Tbl nepeBogniub neperoBopbl 6pUTaHLEB C UCMNAHCKMMW NOBCTaHLaMK, TO 3TO
WMEHHO nepeaoBas, - Cyxo Bo3pasua ToM. - C TeM XKe yCrexoM MOXKHO XXUTb Ha
nopoxoBon 6oyke. A PapH elle N 3HaMEHUTLIN PexToBaNbLLUMK, CTPENAET CHaNMNepCKu
n... - OH obopBan gpasy. - U3BNHK, 3TO 6€CTaKTHO C MOEN CTOPOHHbI.

OH OTKPbIJ1 CTOJ1 N BbiIHYJ1 N3 ALLLNKa Mariky.

- 51 ele Koe-4To BbIACHWJI, - CO0bLWNA OH. - Pa3y3Han Npo CEKyHAAHTOB Ha TakK
Ha3biBaeMon ayanun. Co cTopoHbl PapHa BbICTyMNas 4esnoBek no nmeHn Mabpuanb



®uHY. OH cTan MuccmoHepoM n yexan B ABcTpanuto. Ceinyac oH BUKapun. A co
CTOPOHbI TBoero 6pata 6bin Hydhdn BeNAMHITOH, N Mbl BCE 3HAEM, YTO C HUM
CNYy4YnNOoCh.

- OH ponuncsa Ao cMepTu, - CKaszasa MeppuH. - 4 nomHio HYyddu. OH Bbin y)>KaCHbIM
NbAHULERN.

- [lymato, oT Hero 6bI110 Ierko OTKYMNUTbCA, - 3a8BU TOM. - YTO KacaeTcsa OOKTopa, TO
OH CMAVWT B TIOpbMe 3a [0JIru. MOXKHO HAaHeCTU eMy HerlaCHbI BU3UT.

- 91 cxoXy, - BbI3Baslacb MeppuH. - Co MHOW OH CKopee byaeT pa3roBapuBaTb, YEM C
To6OMN.

- MoxeT, Oa, a MOXEeT, HeT, - Bo3pa3nn ToM. - Bapyr oH Tebs y3HaeT. - ToM
aKKYpaTHO 3aKpblj nanky. - [lo/hkeH npu3HaTbh, 4To gnsa ®apHa BCe BbIFNAANT O4EHb
HenmuenpuaTHoO. Tpu BbICTpesa, o4Ha U3 ABYX NyJib B cNnHe CTuBeHa... CKOMKaHHbIe
n «0bHOBJIEHHbIE» OTYETbLI B Npecce, NCYE3HYBLUME CBUOETENN, KOTOpbIM, 6e3
COMHeHus, 3annatunn... N nober 3a rpaHnuy. A noka ero He 6bIN10, repuor Bce
ynanun c Bnactamu. Ml cnycta pgecatb neT PapH BepHYJICA OMON, KOrga BCe yKe
npoLLeHo n 3abbiTo... - TOM NOKavan rosIoBON U HEHAZOro 3aMOJIK. - BeposiTHO, HaMm
CTOWUT 3aHOBO PacCMOTpPETb BCE 3a N NPOTUB. Mbl MOXKEM BbI3BaTb bosbLUME
npobsaembl. 3Ty NCTOPUO MOXOPOHUIN MHOIO SieT Ha3aAd. JIlo4AsM He NOHPaBUTCA, 4TO
€ee CHOBa BbITallnIn Ha NOBEPXHOCTb.

MeppuH coaporHynack. Mo NO3BOHOYHUKY MPOKATUIAChk BOJIHA OXXKWUAAHUSA U
npenyyBCcTBUS.

- 1 He caamcs, - Npou3Hecaa OHa. - 1 Xo4y 3HaTb NpaBay U xo4y, 4Tobbl PapH
npencran nepen npasocyamemM. Ho ecnm oH y3HaerT...

Ecnn ®apH BCce 06Hapy>XMUT, OH 3aCTaBUT ee 3anJlaTUTb YePTOBCKWN BbICOKYIO LIEHY...

OHa BCnoMHMANA, 4TO, eaBa yemnaes Nappuka PapHa, No4yBCTBOBasJsia B HEM
XKECTOKOCTb. TOM NpaB: OH OTHIOAb HE KAKOW-TO TaM MArKOTeNbIN N'YMaHUTapun, oH
4yesioBEK C OMaCHbIM NPOLWJIbIM.

Tom Habnwgan 3a ee AMLUOM.



- Tbl AOJIXKHA NMPOCeanTb, HTOOblI OH HMYEero He y3Hals, - Npeaynpenuns oH, - HoO ecnu
Tbl C/IMLLIKOM HanyraHa...

Ero ToH cTan Kak pas TeM CTUMYJIOM, KOTOPOro Tak HegocTaBasio MeppuH.

- HeT, - oTBeTWNa OHa. - HeT, 9 06 3TOM I'IO3a6OLlbe. C npeBennKnUM yn0BOJIbCTBUEM.

naBa 3

- 4l Hawen onAa Bac eTeKTMBa, Balla CBeT/NI0CTb. Ero 3oByT XaMMOHA,

MNooepruBatoWmMncs Hoc NMonHTepa SICHO yKa3biBaJsl, 4TO ABOPELKUA HE MOXXET
NOBEPUTb, Kak HU3KO OH Nan. OgHaKo OH BCE XXe NMOCTOPOHWUCS U NPOMYCTUA CbILWNKa
B 6M61nmoTeKky. 3a OKHOM y)Ke CNYyCTUANCb NOYTU 3UMHNE CYMEPKN, OHN HaKpbIBaIn
JIOHOOHCKME YNnUbl U NPOHUKanu B Aoma. MNMocnegHne 4yeTbipe Yaca MapprMK HEOXOTHO
3aHMMancs bymaramm ceMenHbiX MOMECTUN. BbIACHAN, KTO XKUBET Ha NMornevyeHumn ero
repuorcTtBa n KOMy niaaTSAT MEeHCUN: BCEBO3MOXXHbIM CUPOTaM 1 BAOBaM, CJ/lyram,
paboTHMKAM NOMECTUN 1 LeNIoN apMUKN TeX, KTO 3alluLlan ero BOTYMHy. Ero
Y>XaCHYJ10, CKOJIbKO JI0AEN OT HEro 3aBUCKUT.

HecmoTpsa Ha KaHaensabp co cBe4amun, B KOMHaTe OblJ10 MpaYyHO 1 NycTo. Fappuk BCTan
N NOTAHYJICA, TOJIbKO Ternepb 0CO3HAB, KaK CUJIbHO 3aTeKJ/I PYKU N HOrK nocrie
MHOro4acoBon paboTbl Hag KHUramMn. OH NOXKas roCTIO PYKY U XXeCTOM MoKa3asl Ha
cTyn. OHKM 06a, roCTb N X038NH, OTPA3UINCL B LULMPOKOM HAaCTEHHOM 3epKarse.
NMoHATHO, NnovyeMmy MonHTep He oa4obpun 3TOro Yesnoseka, nogyman MNappuk.
[BopeukKunin cpasy onpenenn, 4To TOT He NMPUHALANEXUT K KaTeropuu
O>KeHTNbMeHoB. OT cbilWnKa HencTpebumo Besno beaHoCcTbo. Ka3anocb, oHa
MPOMUTbIBAET €ro LUesiInkKoM: OT ObIPSABON 04eXXObl M MOHOLIEHHON WAANbLI B pyKe A0
BCEJIEHCKOW YCTaNoCTN B rNyBOKO MOCa’KeHHbIX CepbiX rnasax. Flappuk MHOro pas
BCTpeYasn noaobHbix emy B ICMaHMn - MacTep Ha BCE PYKU, MPUPOXKAEHHbIN npodu,
3Hatowmnn cebe ueHy. UMeHHO TOT, KTO HYy>XeH [FappuKy.

- 3ApaBCTBYNTE, MUCTEP XaMMOHA,.

- Bawa cBeTnoCTb.



My>X4MHa He MOKAOHUACS. DTO 6osibLUe MOXOAMNIIO Ha BCTPEeYY paBHbIX. [leTekTuB
3Has, 4TO repuor Hy>KAaeTCsA B ero ycsyrax, M He cHMTan Hy>XHbIM Bblpa>kaTb
NOYTUTENIbHOCTb.

- BoinbeTe 4TO-HNOYAL? - Npeanoxun Fappuk. - bpeHan?

- bnarogapto Bac, Balla CBETNOCTb. A He Nblo Ha paboTe.

3T0 3asBsieHMe cBUAeTenbCTBOBaM0 006 onpefgeneHHoOn ANCUNMINHUPOBAHHOCTM.
fappUK KNBHYN:

- Torpa s Hanbto cebe, ecnm Nno3BoauUTe.

XaMMoOHA yNbIOHYNCS B 3HAK TOr0, YTO CYMTAET 3Ty ppa3y NLLb AaHbIO BEXIMBOCTM.
OH ycerncs B 60/bLLIOE KPecsio C NOAr0/I0BHUKOM, YTO CTOS/10 Nepen KaMUHOM,
NOJIOXKWJI LWSAINY Ha KOJIEHO N Ae/IMKATHO 3aMep, 0XKKUAas, Koraa emy n3JsioxaT CyTh
nena. Fappuk Hanun cebe 6peHaun, He npuberas kK noMmollm NMonHTEpa, N cen
HaANpPOTMB, 3aKNHYB HOI'Yy Ha Hory. Muctep XamMMOH[ BONPOCUTESIbHO NOAHSN 6POBb.
FappuK nomMenanna U, oCTOPOXXHO noabupas crioBa, NPoOU3HecC:

- MHe HY>XHO, 4TO6bI Bbl HAWAN AN MEHS o4HY negu, Muctep XaMMoHA,.

XaMMOH/[, C TAaKOW CKOPOCTbIO pacnaxHys 6JI0KHOT, YTo FappuK B3APOrHy .

- OHa npomnana, Balla CBETJIOCTb?

- HeT, - Bo3pa3una Nappuk. - 9 HETOYHO Bbipa3nacsa. MHe Hy>XHO, 4TOObl Bbl Y3HaN
nMAa ogHOM negun.

- 4 noHan, - ckaszan XaMMoHA.

- 9 BUAencsa c Hen, HO He 3Halo ee NMeHN. MHe HY>XHO, 4TOObI Bbl HaLLN €e n
coobLmnm MHe, KTO OHa TakKas, - Npoao/Kna Fappuk, NPOHNKaACb K CTapuky
cuMnaTuen.

XaMMOH KUBHY .



- Kak oHa BbIrnaanT?

- ManeHbKOro pocTa, CBeTJIble BOJIOChI, CUHME ra3a... - FappuKy cTomnno 6onbLumx
TPYZAOB HE NPOAO/HKNTL: MUHUATIOPHAas BOrMHSA ¢ NpeKpacHbIMU popMaMn, MSArkas
rnagkKasi Koxa, spkue rnasa, BoJIoCbl Kak 30/10Tas NleHuua...

«Bo3bmMun cebs B pyku, PapH», - NpuKasan oH.

- Bo3pacT? - XaMMOH[, He MUras CMOTpPE Ha Hero NPOH3NTeNbHbIM B3r1940M.

- [IBaguaTb NATb NIeT, - oTBeTUN [[appuK. - Bo BCAKOM Cc/ly4ae, OHa Tak CKa3aha.

XaMMOHO KUBHY .

- M BbI BCTpeTunu ee...

- Mpsamo 3peck, - nossicHuN MNappuk. - Byepa Be4epom OHa Bsie3na B Mo aom. Unn,
BEpHee, - NOoMnpaBuJCs OH, - 1 AyMatlo, 4TO OHa »XXWJla B HEM KakKoe-TO BpeMs. He o4yeHb
bonbLioe.

- Jlepn MeppuH deHHep, - cpa3y cka3an XaMMOHA.

FappuK pacTepsiHHO MOPrHY:

- [powy npoweHunna?

- Jlean MeppuH ®eHHep, - NoBTOpUa AeTekTus. - CecTpa [)KoaHHbI, nean 'paHT, n
Tepesbl, negn OapeHT. [Lo4b NOKOMHOro rpaga ®eHHepa, Balla CBET/OCTb.

Jlegn MeppuH ®eHHep.

fappuKy NOKa3asioCb, 4TO KTO-TO BbICbIMNas eMy 3a WWMBOPOT BeApO Nbaa. XXeHLnHa,
KOTOPYIO OH >XeJslasl C TaKOW CTPacTblO N KOTOpPasa Tak NMPOYHO rnocenmniachb B ero
MbIC/ISX, OKa3anacb Mnagwen cectpon CtueeHa. lNepepn rnasamm BHe3arnHO BO3HUKIIO
n3gaHne «MaHchunng-napka» n BbiNMCaHHbIe Ha dop3aue bykebl M 1 ®. OH BCMOMHUA
ee rsasa n ysmaen B HUX ApKo-CuHUe rna3a CTuBeHa.



- BoT obsaBon, - MeasieHHO NMPOTAHYJ OH. - Kak Bbl y3Hain? B JIoHOoOHe HaBepHsAKa
COTHA MaNleHbKNX CBETJIOBOJIOChIX N1IeAn ABaALaTU NMATU NIeT oT poay. [lBe COTHMW.
Thicava.

XaMMOH[ rno3Bosana cebe HeBecenyto yNbibKy, B KOTOPOW, 0IHAKO, YyBCTBOBANOCh
yAOBNEeTBOPEHMNE CBOMMU NPOdheCcCnOoHaNIbHbIMU CNOCOBHOCTSAMN.

- Bce BepHO, Bawa cBeTN0CTb. OBbIYHO 3TO Yy MEHA 3aHUMaeT... - OH caenan naysy, -
HY, MO MeHbLUen Mepe AeHb, 4TOObl MONYYNTb TaKy MHGopMauuto. Ho nean MeppuH
deHHep paboTaeT Ha ToMa bpaaLwoy, 1 Mbl NPUrNSAbIBAEM 33 €ro KOHTOpPONn. - ChILWKWK
nogoxxaan, Ho Fappuk HUKaK He oTpearmpoBa Ha 3TO coobuleHne, N OH NOSACHUA: -
Bpa4woy - YaCcTHbIN OeTeKTUB, Balla CBeT/IOCTb. OH Hall KOHKYpPeHT. - Ha mur
fappuKy NOKa3asioCb, YTO XaMMOH/ CIMJIIOHET, HO Y TOr0 XBaTWJ/1I0 yMa He rnaykaTb Mo
repuorckon 6mbnnoTekn. - OH HanbIWEHHbIN TUM, 3TOT bpaaLwwoy, - NpoaosKan
XaMMOHA. - [TafKo CcTesieT, Aa XKeCTKO CrnaTb. XOPOLUOo, YTO Bbl HE MPULLJIA K HEMY CO
CBOUM 3anpocoM, ¢3p. OH ToJIbKO B35 Bbl C BAaC AeHbrM 1 Hanaen ¢ Tpyu Kopoba.

FappuK HaxMypwuics. i3BecTne o TOM, 4TO ero NoJyHO4YHas roctbsa paboTaeT Ha
XKYJINKOBATOro eTeKTnea, NogencTBOBasO HA HEero CTpaHHbIM obpa3om - emy
3aX0TenNochb 3aWmnTUTbL ee. MeppuH PeHHep Bbirnagena CJAMWKOM YeCTHON n
HEBUHHOWN, 4TOObI ObITb 3aMelaHHON B TEMHbIX Aenax. Ho ®apH NoHuMan, 4To ero
YyBCTBaA K HEN HEe MO3BONIANN eMy BbiTb 00bEKTUBHLIM. [leBYLUKa 3a/1€3/1a K HEMY B
OoM, Oa euwe n obbiCcKana ero KabmnHeTt, bubnnoTteky, cnanbHio. OHa SABHO He
3abnyaumBwasnca gebiotaHTka. OHa - B3QlOMLLMLA N, CKOpee BCero, BOPOBKaA.

- 3Ha4uT, Bbl cCneannn 3a negn ®eHHep, U BaM 6bI10 M3BECTHO, YTO OHa HaxoAnnach
MPOLLUJION HOYbIO B MOEM AioMe? - MealJIEHHO Nporosopun Mappuk.

- [a, 9 nony4ynn Takyto MHpOPMaLNO OT 04HOI0 N3 MOUX COTPYAHWUKOB, - MOATBEPANI
XaMMoHA. - MocnegHmne NATb AHEN OHa MPOBOAMIIA 30eCb Ka)KAYH0 HOYb.

MATb AHEen OHa crnana B ero nocTesnu.

FappuK BCNOMHWJ, Kak, CKOJIb3HYB MO 04es/10, OH OLYTWUJ1, Kak ero obsBonakmneaeT
apoMaT MeppuH. MArkun, 4yBCTBEHHbIN, CO6/Ta3HUTENIbHbIN.

MNaTb AHen oHa pblnack B ero bymarax.



Hy n HepBbl y Hee. OH oTAaBan en Jo/kKHoe. MHTepecHOo, Ha 4To e nean deHHep
oxoTunack B foMe ®apHOB. BbiBog HanpalwwmBancsa caMm cobon. CBA3YOLW MM 3BEHOM
MeXAy Her 1 3TuM goMoM bbin ee 6paT. OHa UCKala HeYTOo, CBA3aHHOE CO CMepThbio
CTunBeHa.

FappuyK pe3Ko MoAHSAACS Ha HOMW U LWArHy s K orHto. NomMelwan aposa, 1 niams C
LUNTMEHNEM Pa3ropesiocs.

IlBeHaauaTb neT oH 60aaca 3Toro MomeHTa. OTewl roBopul, 4TO BCE YJIa)KEHO:
cBMUAETENN NOJYHNIIN OTKYMHbIE, YJIMKN YHUYTOXEHbI - C/IOBOM, OH 060 BCEM
no3abotumnca. OHu BTpoeM - repuor ®apH, rpacd ®eHHep n oTeu Kuttu nopa CKoOTT -
MOXOPOHUAN BCe TaK rnyboko, 4To 6bIIM yBEPEHbLI: 3TO OEJ10 Y>XKE HUKTO HUKOrga He
packonaeT. Ho o4eBMAHO, OHW owmnbanncek. Koe-KTo NbiTaeTcsa pasbepeonTb 3Ty paHy.
Bo3M0O>XHO, 3TO n caMma MeppuH. O)XeCcTo4YnBLLNCL Nocne cMepTn bpaTa, OHa,
BEPOATHO, UCNbITbiBana K Mappuky BnosHe 06bsacHMMYO BpaxaebHoCcTb. A MoXeT
ObiTb, 3TO U KTO-TO APYFrON - BO3MOXXHO, YesI0BEK, KOTOPbIN MeppuH NOBKO
MaHunynupyeT. Fappuk 4yBCTBOBAJ, 4TO 0643aH BCe 3TO BbIACHUTL. Pagn Bcex Tex,
KTO HaXO4MUTCH Ha ero norne4vyeHun.

OH noBepHyNCcsa K XaMMoHAY. TOT MoJ14a 1 Cepbe3HO CMOTpes Ha repuora.

- 2710T bpaaLoy, - nponsHec Nappuk. - YTo Bbl 0 HEM eLle 3HaeTe?

XaMMOH/[, 3acMedasica:

- OH - MOLWEeHHUK. BbipocC Ha ynuue, 3HaeT TpyLobbl Kak CBOU MATb NMajbLEB.
CKOJIOTWUJ1 HEMHOI O AeHer - fiyylle He cnpawmBanTe, Kakum obpa3om - n ocHoBan
CBOIO KOHTOPY. He cauwkom pa3bopyms, ecnn nnata nogxogsawas. - OH noxkan
nnevyamu. - Fpybbin, KEeCTOKUMN...

- N BOOWTb C HAM 3HAKOMCTBO Hebe3onacHo? - C UPoHUelr NouHTepecoBasics Fappuk.

- be3 coMHeHNnd, Balla CBET/NOCTb.

Fappuk nomopumncs. NMoxoxxe, HeT 0COObIX MPUYNH, MO KOTOPbIM ToM bpaawwoy cTan
Obl NHTEpecoBaTbLCA AY3/bl0 ABEeHaAUaTUNETHEN AAaBHOCTMU, TakK YTO, CKOpee BCero,
BOOXHOBUTEJIbHULLEN paccnenoBaHnsa bbina oencrTemtensHo MeppuH ®eHHep.



- 5l X044y 3HaTb, Kakue y negn MeppuH naaHbl Ha 3aBTpPa, - MOACHWU OH. XaMMOH[,
KMBHYN, U Fappuk npogosmxunn: - N ewe a xody 3HaTb 6onblie o Tome bpaalioy. Bce,
YTO Bbl COMTETE NOJIe3HbIM.

- [la, Balla CBeT/1I0CTb.

- bnarogapto, XammMoHA, - cka3an Mappuk. - Bawmn ycnyrm nonctmHe 6ecueHHs.l.

XaMMOH[ YXMbIIbHYJICS.

- bpaawoy c4ynTaeT ceba nyywmnm, - yooBNE€TBOPEHHO 3aMeTUJ CbilWK. - HO OH
nepeoueHnBaeT CBON BO3MOXHOCTMW.

- MNoka Bbl cnegnTe 3a bpaawoy, oH, 6€3ycfIoBHO, C/IeaAnT 3a BaMu, - HEFPOMKO
3aMeTun FappuK. - A 3TO 3HAYUT, YTO €My BCE U3BECTHO O Hallleil BCTpeye.

Bcem cBouM BMAOM noka3biBasd HeogobpeHune, NonHTep NpoBOAW AETEKTUBA K
BbIXxoAy, a MappuvK BEPHYJCH K CTOJ1Y, BblTalln AOKYMEHTbI, KacaloLwmecs noMmecTbe
deHHepoB, 1 B3BeCUJ1 X Ha pyke. MeppunH ®eHHep HaBepHAKa 3HaeT, YTO ero ortey,
Ha)kusacsa Ha cmepTu ee bpaTa, Kynue 3a 6ecueHOK pofoBoe nMeHue. Ewe ogHa
npuynHa HeHaBULETb BCE, YTO CBA3AHO C UMeHeM PapHOB.

«3aBTpa g oTbiWy MeppuH, - nogyman OH, - U Y3Halo, 4TO el N3BECTHO N 4TO OHa
HaMepeBaeTCa NpeanpuHATL». FappuK HErpoMKo Bbipyrasca. MeppuH ®eHHep TaKas
pewnTenbHas, CTpacTHas N - OH MOr Obl B 3TOM NOKNACTbCS - COBEPLLUEHHO
HencKyweHHasa geBylwKa. Korga KTo-To xo4eT pacKpbiTb NpaBay, HeT 6bonee onacHom
KOMBUHaLuMKM, 4eM 4eCTHOCTb U cTpacTb. W OH caenaeT Bce, 4TOoObI NpaBAa Tak
HUKorga un He Oblfla packpbITa.

MeppuvH npurnaguaa CBOK NPOCTEHbKYHIO WYDOKY U Kpenye cxasa KOXKaHY pyyKy
cyMmo4kun. CerogHsa Be4epoM oHa byaeT nsobparkaTb NPUBLIYHOMO NEPCOHaXKa - AaMmy,
CTPACTHO UHTEPECYIOLLYOCA NNTepaTypon, 3TaKOro KHMXHoro 4epss. OHa
norosopuniachk, 4Tobbl en pa3peLlunnm NpoCcMOTPETb NOALLNBKY ra3eT B KOPOSEBCKOM
bnbnmnoTteke. Ero Bennyectro Neopr Il nmen obBLLUNMPHYIO KONAEKLNIO KNACCUKN -
AHMIMNCKON N UTanbAHCKONW, HO NnoabopKa NoALnBOK Nepuoankm B ero bubnmoteke
Oblsla Kyga MeHee BHywunTenbHa. MeppuH Hagesnacb HanTuM XO0Tb KakKyo-HMby b



3aMeTKy 0 cMepTu bpaTa, 6onee nogpobHyto, 4EM Ta, KOTOPYIO Hawes Tom. ABTOpbI
60/IbLUMHCTBA CTaTeN O AY3/I1 NPUAEPXKMBAINCL OPULNANBHON BEPCUUN, HO KaKasa-To
raseTa Morja u HanucaTb NpaBAy - A0 TOro, Kak cemMmbst apH Hasl0XKK/a BETO Ha
nybnmkaumm, B KOTOPbIX Bbl1 0OTParKeH NCTUHHBIN X04 cobbITU, N 3anaaTuia BCEM,
KTO Mor npobonTtaTbCs.

- MoxxanywncTa, cloga, MagaMm. - Knepk ¢ no4TeHneM rnokasasa en Hanpaso. - Cap
dpenepuk CKoOpo npuaeT.

BocbMUyronbHOE NoMeLleHne BbirNsaeno BesnmkoaenHo. CBeT NpoHUKan yepes
NOTONOK, NPencTaBnABLWMA cobon 6enblin BbICOKNIA KynoJi. Bce BoceEMb CTEH 3aHUMaNu
KHV>XKHbIE NOJIKN. OHW NPOCTUPAaINCh Had rosloBol 3a 6aNKOHYMKAMUN C KOBAHbIMU
nepunamu B ABa pana. MeppuH HUKOrga elle He BUaena CToJb BNeYyaTnaoLlen
6nbnnoTekn. 1 XoTb OHa MHOIo UX NMNOBMAaNa 3a Npollealne roabl, oHa 3Hana, 4To
HUKOrga MMM He NPecbITUTCS.

Nossunca cap Ppenepuk bapHapa, KoponeBckuin bubnnotekapb. OH NoXKana en pyKy n
npoBes 3a LUeHTpasibHbin cTONMK. Cap Ppenepunk o6bACHNA, KaK UMEHHO
CrpynnmMpoBaHbl MOALNBKN, U OCTaBW ee ogHYy. B KoMHaTe 6b1s10 04eHb CMOKOMHO,
Kak OblBaeT ToJIbKO B bubnmnotekax. TULLIMHY NpepbiBaa AULWb WeecT CTPaHuL, 1
MPUIrAYLWEHHbIN CTYK Waroe, korga cap ®penepuk nnm Kakonm-Hmbyob ero Knepk
npoxoaunm oT O4HON MOJIKU K APYron.

OAOHaKO CNyCcTS AeCATb MUHYT KaKOW-TO AXKEHTJ/IbMEH Cesl 3a CTOJIMK HAanNpoTuB
MeppuH. BbICOKMIA, LUMPOKOMAEYNIA, OTHIOOb HE AeHAWN, Ha HeM Bbls1 MPOCTON CIOPTYK K
OpnOXKn N3 0NeHbEN KOXXWN. Pbi>Kmne Bon0Cbl HEOObIYHO TEMHOIMO OTTEHKA pacTpenaHsbl,
N OH X NPUrNaAna y Hee Ha rnasax. [ToTOM OH MoAHSAN roJIOBY N BCTPETWJICS C HEN
B3rnsagoM. OHM OKa3anCb KapuMmM N HACTOJIbKO TEMHbIMU, YTO B HUX HEBO3MOXXHO
OblN1I0 HNYEro NPo4ecTb.

Fappuk ®apH, y3Hana MeppuH. Nepuor ®apH 6bia1 30eCb, B KOposieBCckon bubnnoTteke.

Cepaue ee Ha MrHoBeHue 3aMepsio u beweHo 3abunock. OHa onycTuaa roaoBy, YTobbI
CKPbITb JINLO 3a MOoAsSMU WAANKK. Ee oxBaTun »xap, a najbubl 3anegeHenn. Pyka y
Hee OPOrHyna, n AparoueHHble JOKYMEHTbI PpacCbiNasncb No nosy. K Hel TyT )Ke TUXo
NOACKOYMI KNEPK 1 rnomor Bce cobpaTb. MeppuH npobopMoTana nssmHeHus. Hago
B35Tb Cebs B pyKWU. MNyno Tak HEPBHMYATbL NMPOCTO MOTOMY, YTO HAaNPOTMB CUONT
Fappuk ®apH. OH He Mor y3HaTb, 4TO ABa AHA Ha3ahd TOW )XXEHLMHOWN B €ro cnasbHe



6blna oHa, nogyMana MeppuH. OHa »xe BCs 6blna B Mbliv U NayTuHe. OH fa)ke He Mor
onpenennTb ee Bo3pacT. B 3Tom n 6Gbina npenecTb ee HeB3payHoOro obnmka. Ee HUKTO
HMKOr4a He 3anoMuHan.

Ho Bce paBHO MeppuH HepBHMYana. B nepBbin pa3 3a BCe BpeMsA ee Mornm
pa3obnavynTb. Ee nanbubl CKONb3MAK No bymare, 1 oHa NOHANA, YHTO en TPYOHO
cocpenoTo4nTbCs. KOHEeYHO, OHa MOXKeT NpPoCTOo YNTU. MOXXHO BCTaTb, COC/ATbCA
neped 6ubnmnotekapem Ha MUrpeHb N YNTK, NoobellaB BEPHYTLCA B APYron pas.
MNpaBna, oHa Npobbina B bubnmoteke BCcero NTb MUHYT, U 3TO ByaeT BbIrNageTb
CTpaHHO. [la K TOMYy e 3TO MajnogyLine, a oHa He pobkoro gecatka. MeppuH ®eHHep
He BONUTCS HUKOIro U HUYero. [)KeHT/IbMeHbl U3 CBETCKOro obuiecTBa ee He
npuBaeKanun, HO N He NPeACTaBAAIN 19 Hee ONacHOCTU. N OHM HUKOr ga ee He
TPEBOXWN. TONILKO 3TOT MY>X4YMHA C MPOHMLLATENbHbLIM B3rna40M, BeCb 061K
KOTOPOro Abllwan BAAaCTHOCTbIO, CMOI 3a4eTb ee Aayuwy. Ho navwb NoToMy, 4TO
nocrnegHve ABeHaauUaTb JIeT ero TeHb NOCTOAHHO NPUCYTCTBOBAsa B €e MbICNAX.
Tenepb OHa 3HafNa, YTO OH CoJiran o cMepTu ee b6paTa, U XoTena ANWNTb ero BCero -
apy3en, penyTtaunm, yBa>KeHus.

MeppwvH nonbiTanacb He CMOTPETb Ha NappuKa, HO MOHAMA, YTO 3TO TPYAHEE, YEM
KaxeTcs. OTKyaa OH y3HaJl, 4TO ceronHsa oHa byneT B KoposieBckon bubnmnorteke? 3710
He Mo)XeT ObITb NPOCTbIM COBNaAeHMeM, noaymana oHa. OH y>Ke Ha Lar Bnepeamn Hee.
BHe3anHo en B rosIoBy npuilia NOUCTUHE y)Xacatwasa MbiCib. HaBepHoe, MNappuk
HaHA YaCTHOroO AEeTeKTMBa - Takoro, Kak ToM, - 1 y3Han ee nMA. MeppuH He NuTana
WNO3NIA, OHa 3Hasa, 4TOo NoA0OHY MHMOPMALMIO MOXKHO KYNNTb - WA NnpuobpecTu
noa OaBJIeHUEM - Npu AOCTaTOYHOM Konn4decTBe geHer. OHa He pa3 b6biBasia TOMy
cBuaeTenem.

HeBywkKa B3rnsHyna Ha Mappuka ns-noa Wiasanku. M Tyt ke noxxanena o6 aTom. OH He
yuTan. KHura 6bina otbpolweHa B CTOPOHY, NMepo BansaaoCb Ha CToe.

A OH cam Habnfan 3a Hen.

Ero B3rnaa measieHHO CKOb3WJ1 MO ee fnLy, BoJsoCaM, BbIrNsAblBaloWmMM U3-rnog,
noMaTon ronybon WNAnkuy, wekam, rybam. Nybam oH ygenmn HenponopLumoHasbHO
60o/ibLLIOE KONNYECTBO BpeMeHU, 1 MeppuH owyTunna ctecHeHne B rpyamn. Koxxa ctana
O4YeHb YYBCTBUTEJNIbHOMN, €e NOoLWMNbIBaa0 0T 6M3KOro NnpucyTcTBua repuora dapHa.
970 obecrnokonno. [leBylliKa yCTaBuaaCb Ha Niexxallyto nepen Henm CTpaHuuy, XoTS
OYyKBbl CKakaan y Hee nepep rnasamMmm U CMbIC/la OHa COBEPLUEHHO He NoHMMana. flaxxe
He rnaas Ha MNappuka, OHa YyBCTBOBAJ1a €ro B3rasa4, NoxoXXmim Ha NPUKOCHOBEHME.



Kak 6yaTo oH rnagun ee weky, o6soann rnagkyto nmHuo noaboponka n npmkacancs
K rybam. MocnengHee HaNoOMUHaMO NOLENYNA.

Mpw 3TOW MbIC/IN OHa Pe3Ko BTAHYJ1a BO34AYX, YYBCTBYA, HTO HE MOXET MNMPOTUBOCTOATb
€ro HeBblCKa3aHHOW, HO HACTON4YNBOW I'IpOCb6e, n nogHAMNa Ha Hero rJjia3a.

Mepuor BoobLle Ha Hee He CMOTPEN N COCPeaOoTOYEHHO YTO-TO 3anncbiBan. MeppuH
4yTb HAaXMypWiacb U OTKMHYNACb Ha CMMHKY CTyfa, BCe TeNo Y Hee rynesno oT
BUTAOLLLEr0 B BO3AyXe Hanps>XXeHus. FappuK nogHsaA rosioBy, NoMan ee B3rnsg u
HaCMeLLNMBO NoaHsN 6poBb - MeppuH MOraa pacUueHUTb 3TO TOJ/IbKO Kak 3HaK
BblcCOKOMepus. Ha rybax ero 3aurpana cnabas ynbibka, B KOTOPOM 6bI10 CTOSIBKO
OTKPOBEHHOI0 MY>XCKOI0 CaMO0BOJIbCTBA, YTO Yy AEBYLUKN PYKWN 3a4ecainCb AaTb
€My MoLLeYMHY.

C nblnaoLWwmM AnMLoM OHa CHoBa cropbunack Hag NoAWMBKaMKU. [lopYecTepCcKui
«PeknamuncTt», 60pHMYTCKNIA «TalHbIN COBETHUK»... | HN OQHON CTPOYKN O CMEpPTH
CtumBeHa. Ka3anocb, ero nMs BbiMapam NosIHOCTbIO, CJ/IOBHO OH HUKOr 4a He
cylwecTBoBaJl. MeppuH no4yBCTBOBaNa, Kak B HeN NogHMMaeTcs ApocTb. En 30ech
bonblle Hevyero fenaThb.

N TyT ee BHe3anHO oceHwnNa naesd. MeppuH BepHysacb K JJIOHOOHCKMM rasetam 3a
nonb 1802 roga v ctana nckaTtb 00bABNEHMSA O NpMeMax, payTax n Tomy nogobHom. B
HUX NeYyaTannucb CMUCKK rocTen. 3To bbin nocnenHmne 6anbl ce3oHa, NOTOM FropoA
nycten. MeppuH HakoHeL ynblbHyNnack yaada. NMpocMaTpmBas CNCKU
NPUCYTCTBOBAaBLUMX Ha NpuemMe 4YeTbl [leHMaH Bevyepom 25 unions, oHa obHapyxunia
Tam Yyddwn BennuHrrtoHa, apyra CTueeHa, YenoBeka, KOTOPbIN, Kak Npeanoiarasnaocs,
OblN ero CeKyHaHTOM, HO B TaKOM CJly4ae OH HMKaK He MOr NpuUCyTCTBOBATb Ha
Ay3nun oHem B JlopceTe, a BE4epoOM TOro e OHA NOABUTLCA Ha 3BaHOM YyXXUHE B
JIoHOOHe...

Y MeppuH Tak apoxkana pyka, Korga oHa 3anucbiBasa 3Tu nogpobHOCTH, 4TO ee
noYepK NOYTU HEBO3MOXKHO HBb1/10 NpoynMTaTh. OHa OCTOPOXKHO 3aKpblsla NOALWIMNBKY
raseT n NnogHsaaacb Ha Horn. [leBywka 4yBCcTBOBas1la cebsa coBepLUeHHO
OMNyCTOLIEHHON, ee roJsioBa packasbiBasacb. 9TO Obl/1 MWL KPOLLUEYHbIN KYyCO4YeK
YJIMKN, HO OYeHb LeHHbIN. O4epenHoOn hparMeHT MO3anKN, KOTOPbLIN NO3BOJIAN
YBUOETb COBCEM UHYIO KAPTUHY TOro, 4TO NPOMN30LLJIO B AeHb cMepTn CTuBEHa.



MeppuH cobpana Bce Gymaru B CTOMKY U CyHyJla B KapMaH AparoueHHbI JIMCTOK CO
CBOMMM 3aMnNCSaMM.

- Mpowy npouwieHuns, - cKkasana OHa KNepKy, 4To Masyun nobamsoctu. - botocsb,
CeroiHa MHe He CoCpenoTo4YNThCA. { elle pa3 3alay 1 A0roBOPKCh Ha ApPYyroe Bpems.
Hobporo aHsA, n cnacnbo BamM 3a NOMOLLLb.

[leBylliKa NoBepHyNachk, 4Tobbl YUTU. FappuK He LIEeBEsIbHYJICSA, HN € AUHBIM MYCKYJIOM
He OTpearnpoBaB Ha TO, 4TO 3aMeTWU/ ee OTCTynJsieHne. MeppunH pe3kKnM ABUXKEHNEM
nepenioXuia nepyaTkn B APYryto pPyKy 1 3allarana K Beixony. En ctonno 6onblioro
Tpyha He 06epHYTbCA, XOTb OHa U He COMHeBalacb, 4TO MNappuk 3a Hen HabnwpaeT.
OHa 3aTbIJIKOM YyBCTBOBAJ1a €ro B3rssg 1 BCSA NMOKPbI1aCb MypallKaMu.

Korga oo ABepun oCcTaBasloCb OKOJ10 Tpex hyToB, n3-3a bamxxanwero KHUXHOro
WwKadpa nosasuncsa Nappuk 1, He CKpPbIBasACb, NMoLlen 3a Her cnenom.

Tenepb, korga nean MeppunH PeHHep ocBeLllan AHEBHOW CBeT, [appuK 0CO3Ha, 4TO
OHa OEeNCTBUTENbLHO TakKas, Kakor oH Boobpa3una ee npoLuon Ho4vblo. MNMpekpacHas
MUHUATIOPHAA XXeHLWMHa ¢ 6enoKypbIMU BoSIOCaMU. N caMbiMN APKO-CUHUMUN FNa3amu,
Kakue OH TOJIbKO BuUAeN. B HUX CBETUNNCH BbI30OB N PELUNTE/IbHOCTb, CTPaHHbIM
obpa3omM He coyeTaBLUNECS C MOHOLEHHOW 04eXA0MN «a-/11 CUHUN YYJ1I0K». YHbI0€e
ronyboe nnatbe, NOMATasA WAAMNKA, CKPOMHbIE NEPYaTKN N CYMOYKa Ka3ancb
HEeCOBMeCTUMbIMUN C ee CUIon BosIM 1 Ayxa. C nx noMoLbio OHa NPOCTO C/AnBasach C
OKpy>kawuen obCcTaHOBKOW, MackMpoBasiach nof Hee. Fappuk cpasy MOHSAJ, 4TO OHa
He NpocTas MUCC N3 CBEeTCKOoro obuiecTsa.

MpoLwnon Ho4Ybto MeppuH CKasana, 4To en AsBaguaTb NATb. OTO yamBuio ero. OHa
rnoka3saJslaCb eMy MOJIOXKEe. XopoLlasa akTpuca, noayman Nappuk. Tom HOYbIO B CNasibHe
OHa BbIrNsgena ManeHbKom 1 6e33alWmnTHON, KaK yan4Hasa 6poaskka, Koen OHa u
npeacTasuaack. M oH 4yTb ObIN10 HE NOBEPWII, YTO €l [ENCTBUTENIbHO HY>XKEH MPUIOT.
Ecnu 66l He ee foporoe niaTbe U peYvb BbICOKOPOAHOW AaMbl, OH MOr Bbl KynnUTbCA Ha
3Ty N0XXb. FOpKasa n NoaBM>XXHAA Kak pTyTb, OHa ByKBaJibHO BbiCKasib3bliBasia U3
nanbues. B npegbiaywimnm pa3 oHa oT Hero cbexkana. Ho Ha 3TOT pa3 el 3TO yXXe He
yhacTcs.

Fappuk BUAEN, 4TO AEBYLUIKaA He XXenaeT C HUM pa3roBapuBaTb. Ee Hanpsi»xeHHas
no3a n CKpbITble B3rnsaabl, KOTopble oHa 6pocana Ha 6anXKanwyto ABEPb K BbIXxoay,



MoAcCKa3blBaJin, 4TO ee eAUHCTBEHHOE XeNlaHue cenyac - cbexaTtb 6e3 ornaaku. 4To
HeyaMnBUTENbHO. BeninyecTBEHHbIN 3271 KOPOJIEBCKON BUBANOTEKWN, FAe KOPOJIEBCKUN
bnbnmoTekapb N €ro NOMOLLHUNKN C MHTEPECOM HabNaaloT 3a YnTaTenaMm ns-3a
KHWXHbIX MOJIOK, — IBHO He Jlyyllee MecTo, 4ToObl BCTyNaTb B OTKPbITOE
npoTmBOCTOSAHNE. HOo TeM xy»xe. OH He Mor AonyCTUTb, 4TOObl MeppuH CHOBa OT Hero
cbexana.

FappuKa CHOBa OKyTaJl apoMaT C e4Ba YJIOBMMbIM 3aMax0OM KOJIOKOJIbYMNUKOB, U BCE €ro
Tesno cpasy Xe Hanpsaraocb oT xxenaHusa. OH noayMan, 4To gaxke 6e3 nHpopmauyum
XaMMoHAa OH 6bl MOHSA, YTO MMEHHO OHa Oblfla TOW XXEHLWWHOW B ero cnasjibHe.
>KeHLwmnHon, cnaBLwien B ero noctenu. Nepuor npeactasnan cebe, Kak MasieHbKas
n3awHaa MeppuH NeXXuT Ha ero rnocTesnn, obHa>KeHHast KoXXa Ha XPYCTSALLMX
MPOCTbIHAX, BOJIOCbl pacChbiMaancb No noaywke. Ka3anocb, 4TO OHa OCTaBWJla Ha HEM
4acTun4Ky cebs, n oH He MOXXeT OoT Hee ocBoboanTBLCS.

Celivyac MeppuH cMOTpesia Ha Hero Npe3puTesibHO N HeTepnesanBo, CJI0BHO Mappuk
6b1J1 HA30MIMBBLIM YXa>XePOM UM KaKUM-TO NAPLLUNBbLIM CTUXOMJIETOM.

- 4 xoTen NnpuHeCTn U3BNHEHUS, - 6e33ab0THO 3a9BWJ1 OH, - Ha cnyqa|7|, ecJin 3TO N3-3a
MeHA Bbl HE CMOIJ1in cerogHAa cocpenoTo4nTbCA.

OH 3aMeTWJ, Kak OHa npuKycuna ryby, n NoHsM, 4TO AEBYLUKA pPa3pbliBaeTCsa Mexay
CUIbHENLWNM XeNnaHneM gaTb eMy 0TNoBeAb 3a NoaobHoe NpeanosioXXKeHne n He
MeHee CUJIbHbIM - MPOUrHOPMPOBaTbL ero csaoBa n cbexaTtb. [locneaHee B utore
npeobnagano.

- 91 coXaneto, - 0OTBETUJIa OHA, - HO A HE MOr'y C BaMW pa3roBapuBaTbk. Hac ¢ BaMu
ApYyr Opyry He npeactasnasnu. NssmHuTe.

MeppuvH NonbiTanacb NPOLMbIFHYTb MUMO, HO FappurK MON0XKKA el Ha naevyo pyky. OH
MOHW3UA FOJI0C N TUXO CKa3an en Ha yxo:

- Koe-kTo mor 6bl CKa3aTb, 4TO Hallero HeoMUManbHOro NnpeacTaB/eHns - B Moen
ClMaJibHE ABE HOYN Ha3ad - BlMOoJIHE AOCTAaTO4YHO AJid NepBOro 3HaKOMCTBa.

fappuK 3aMeTWuJ, 4TO ee WOoKupoBana NnogobHaa npsmMmoTa. be3 coMHeHuns, MeppuH He
oXunpgana, 4To OH TakK NpocTo 06 3ToM 3aroBopuT. [)KEeHTNbMeHbl 0O6bIYHO He
pa3rosBapuvBaloT C ean CToJIb OTKpoBeHHO. OHa HanpsArsaacbk. [appuk ysungen



CNOXXeHHble BAaHTUKOM rybbl, U eMy TYT XK€ 3aX0TeNoCb nouesoBaTb UX. Flopsyee
>XenaHue onageno nm. Nopsvyas BosHa NOOHSAMACh K FOJIOBE U CMYCTUIACb HUXKE.

Buanmo, 3To oTpa3nnoch y Hero Ha nuue. Ha MrHoBeHue OoH yBUAesN, Kak CMHUe rnasa
MeppuvH BCNbIXHYIM CTPACTbIO, CZIOBHO OTBEe4Yas Ha ero xenaHue. OHa 6e33By4HO
axHyna. FappuK WarHyna K HeEM N oKa3asica NoYTu BNIOTHYO. Ho MeppuH yxe
NATUAACb, TUXOHBKO OTCTYNas Ha3agd, ropa4nm 6a1eck Bo B3rnsae CMeHUICs
XOJI0OAHbLIM Mpe3peHnem.

- YMon510, NpOCTUTE, - CKa3aJsia OHa, - HO MHE Ka>XeTCs, Bbl MPUHANIN MeHS 3a
COBepLUeHHO Apyryto negn. - Ha npegnocnenHeM CJioBe OHa chenasia egBa 3aMeTHoe
yoapeHue. - 4 He NpuHagnexxy K XXeHLWnHaM, KOTopble XOOAT MO MYXXCKUM CMNasibHAM.

MeppuH CHOBa NoBepHyJacb K ABepu, HO MNappuK yrnepcs pykon B KOCAK, nperpaxgas
en nNyThb.

- B npolunbin pa3 Bbl OT MeHs cbexkanu, - MponsHec oH. - Ha 3TOoT pas yXe He
NoNy4YnTCS.

Ee cMHMe rnasa CcBepKHy/IM X0N04HbIM bneckom.

- Bbl He MOXXeTe MHe NpuKa3aTb, Balla CBET/IOCTb.

- 3Ha4YnNT, BaM BCe-TakKN U3BECTHO, KTO 5, - MArKO CKa3al FappMK. - [loMHUNTCA, Bbl
yTBep>Xaajin, 4HTo Mbl C BaMN HNKOT la He BCTpe'-IaJ'II/ICb?

OHa pa303/1Mnachk, YTO OH MOKMaJl ee Ha C/oBe.

- 9 cablwana, Kak cap dpenepuk ynoMsiHyn Balle UMsl, BOT U BCe.

FappuvK ynbibHyNCS.

- Kakoe pa3ovapoBaHue ChablwaTh, YTO Bbl HE CTPEMUSINCL Y3HaTb, KTO 4, -
npobopmoTan OH.

MeppuH 06anna ero BeX/IMBbIM NpPe3peHneM:



- YBepeHa, 4TO CaMOHaAesHHOCTb Balleln CBETJ/IOCTU NEepPEeXUBET 3TOT yaap.

- MHe To>XXe U3BeCTHO Balle uMm4g, - npounsHec Nappuk. - Bbl nean MeppuH ®eHHep.

Ha ee nuue sIBCTBEHHO NpoMesibKHY1a TpeBora. OHa 3aMepsia U CepanTo CXKasa rybbl.
MoTom B3aepHya noabopoaok 1 MOCMOTpPEsia eMy NpPsIMO B rfasa.

- a, - cornacmnackb oHa. - 4 negn MeppuH ®eHHep.

FappuK BOCXUTUJICS €e YMOM 1 NMPsIMOTON. Bcero 3a cekyHay oHa NMPUKUHYNa, 4To pas
OH 3HaEeT, KTO OHa Takas, TO OT OTPULLAHNSA O4EBUAHOIO OHAa HNYEero He BbiragaerT.
MNpaBOa, OH COMHEBAJICS, BbIUTPaa JIM OH CaM OT 3TOr0 XOTb YTO-TO, TaK Kak Ha4yMHan
nono3peBaTb, YHTO MeppUH - CUNbHbLIA NPOTUBHUK.

HacTynuio mon4yaHue, XOTA Ka3anloCb, AeBYLLUKa XAET, 4TO appuK 4TO-TO CKaKeT.
NHTepecHO, 4TO MMeHHO? YTO OH Nepen Hen U3BUHNTCA? OH Kakabl 60X OeHb
coxanen o cmepTn CtuBeHa ®eHHepa, HO Ntobble CNoBa Ka3aJIMCb eMY B JIy4LUEM
c/ly4qae nycTbiMuU, a B Xyguwem - nmueMmepHbiMU. K TOMYy »Ke repuor CUibHO
COMHEeBaJICA, YTO, Bblpa3nB COXKaJieHNe, CMOXKET XOTb KaK-TO MOBJIMATbL Ha YyBCTBa
MeppuH. OH ybun CTneeHa. I oHa HeEHaBNOUT ero 3a 3To0. [appuK TOYHO 3Han 3T0. OH
4yBCTBOBaJ1 B HEN HEHABUCTb - CTPACTHYIO TEMHYIO CUY.

- Y10 Bbl Aesiann B MOEM filOMe? - CNPOCUS OH. - DTO NpaBa, YTO BaM Herge XuTb?
YTo Bbl Cnasn Ha yanue? YT1o nckanm noboe MecTo, rae MoXXHO YKPbITbCA?

Ha MrHoBeHmne emMy nNpencTaBusioCb, Kakue JINLWLEHNA MO TeprneTb BCe 3TN roabl
cecTpbl PeHHep 13-3a ero NoCcTynka. FappuK 3Hasn, 4TO UX OoTeL NPOXXua He bosblue
roga nocne rubenun coeiHa. Ho 4To CTano c cecTpammn, oH He 3Hasn. OH Xunn 3a
rpaHuLen, NbiITanaca CMUPUTBLCA C TEM, YTO eMy TakK U He yaanocb cnactn KutTtu ot ee
OEMOHOB M CTpagaHun, N NCKasna cMepTun BO Bs1aro CBoOen CTpaHbl, 4TOObI COXpPaHUTb
XOTb HEMHOI0 haMUIbHOW YeCcTu.

MeppuH ®PeHHep obpaTmna Ha Hero B3rnsa4 CBOUX CUHUX rnas.

- [la, Mbl C cecTpaMu NOTEPSA/IN Halle COCTOAHME NocJie CMepTun oTLa, - CKa3aJsa OHa,
n FappvkKa BHOBb 0XBaTWJI0 YyBCTBO BUHbI, HEOTCTYMHO C/QlefoBaBLUEee 3a HUM BCe 3T
rogbl. - Ho 4 He No3TOMY... MO3aMMCTBOBaJsa... Bally KpoBaTb, - 4OroBOpuMIa OHa.



MeppuH 4yTb OTBEPHYNACh, B35J1a U3 CTOMKWN HA CTOJIE KaKYH-TO KHUIY N PaCcCeSHHO
nposesia NasbLeM Mo KOPeLLKY.

- 91 NpoCcTOo Tak pewwnna. - [leBylKa NCKOCa FsiHY1a Ha Hero n3-nopg pecHuu. - lom
dapHoB coBceM 6e3 3aWnTbl, Balla CBET/IOCTb, B HEIO 04EHb JIerko npobpaTtbes, -
CMOKOMHO NporoBopwusia oHa. byab Ha MecTe MNappuka gpyrom 4enosek, oH 6bl pewinn,
4YTO OHa BedeT cBeTckytl beceny. Ho korga MeppuH nocMoTpena Ha Hero, OH yBuaen,
KaKOW XXeCTKUIN y Hee B3rnag. - Bam cneposano 6bl TwaTesibHEE OXPaHATb... BalLW
cekpeTbl. OHU CANLWKOM Ys3BMMbI, - A4obaBunia oHa.

FappuvK BbIMPSAMUA CMUHY U Npuypuncs. VX pasroBop pa3BopaymBasica Heobbl4aliHO
cTpeMuTenbHo. Jleam ®eHHep 3ps BpeMeHu He Tepsana. U Bena cebs oTKpbITO
Bpa)kaebHo. BepossTHO, MO NMpUYMHE 04YEeHb CUJIbHbIX 3MOLMIA, NoayMan oH. OH yXe
CTaNKUBaNCa C NOAbMU, KOTOpble Benn cebsi Tak OTKPOBEHHO, HO Cpean HUX PenKo
nomnafanncb XXeHLWmnHbl. A y HUX ¢ MeppuH 6bIJ10 1 eLlie 4TO-TO, KaKoe-To CUJIbHOe
4yBCTBO, UX CBsi3blBatoLlee. HECOMHEHHOE XOTS 1 HeoXXnagaHHoe. MoxxeT bbiTb, ero
Pa30>XrJla HEHAaBUCTb, @ MOXXET, N HET, HO 3TO YYBCTBO FOPEJIO B HEW, KaK XONI0[HOE
niaams.

- Bbl MHe yrpoxkaeTe, niegn MeppuH? - MegJ1IeHHO NPOroBOpuJI OH.

- 9 HMKorpga 6bl He onycTuUach A0 TaKOW BYJIbFrApPHOCTU, Kak yrpo3bl. - Ha 3ToT pa3
neByLIKa yNnblbHynacb. Ee rnasa 3axrnmcb ynblbkonm n Tenepb NpUTArneain ewe
CunbHee. - 91 NPOCTO Npeaynpexxnato, 4To Te Aena, KOTopble Bbl CYNTANN OABHO
NOXOPOHEHHbIMU, CKOPO BbINAYT Ha cBeT 60XKuin, 1 Toraa... - OHa Noxkana njaevyamu. -
B obuwiem, 5 nonarato, 4TO Bbl PUCKYETE NOTEPSATb MHOIOE U3 TOro, YTO TaK LieHuTe.

- N 41O XKe 1, No BalleMy MHEHUIO, TaK CUJIbHO LIeH? - cnpocun Mappuk.

KpoweyHasa MopLmMHKa npovepTuria 106 MeppuH, Korga oHa NoHsMAa, 4TO Ha CaMOM
Aene He 3HaeT 3TOro.

- Baw TnTyn? Balwe CoCTOAHME? - BbiCKa3aJia OHa NpeanosioXXeHune. - Bawly XU3Hb?

- TuTyn, COCTOAHUE, XXWN3Hb...



FappuKa He 3ab0TWN0 ero repuorcTBo, €C/IM He CYMTaTb OTBETCTBEHHOCTU Nepen
NIOAbMU, KOTOPbIE eMY CNYXWUIN. EMYy He eAUHOXX bl XOTeN0Cb 0TKa3aTbCA OT TUTYNa
- OH nMpeanosaran, 4To KTo-HUbyab n3 ero mnagwmnx 6bpateeB Hacna>kgancsa 6ol 3Ton
pObl0 HaMHOro 6osnblwe. 3acenan 6ol B NasnaTte NOPAOB U YNUBAJICS CBOUM BEINYNEM.
YTo KacaeTcs COCTOAHUSA, TO OHO MO3BOJIANIO eMY AeflaTb TO, 4TO OH XOTes, N C ero
CTOPOHbI Bb1710 661 OrpoMHON HEGNArofapHOCTLIO HE LEHNTL 3TOro. [IeHbrn Takxe
MO3BOJIANIMN €My 3allMLLaTb TeX, KTO B HEM HYXAaNCA. A XU3Hb... OH UPOHUYHO
ynblbHyncs. Nocne rmbenn CTtmeBeHa OH CYMTAN, 4TO €ro XXNU3Hb HUYEro He CTOUT, U He
pa3 nbiTancsa ee oTAaTb. HO y Hero HM4yero He Bbixoanno. iHorga Nappuk gaxe
AyMai, He HakKa3aHue Jin 3TO CBbIWe - CKONIbKO Obl OH HM CTapasiCca UCKYMUTb rpex,
CKOJIbKO Bbl YCUINI HN NMPUKNaAbIBas, Y HEFr0 HNYEro He noJly4asoch.

- N Bbl XOTUTE BCe 3TO 3abpaTb y MEHA? - CMPOCU OH. - Bbl XOTUTE Moen cMepTun?
NMoTomy 4TO A ybun Bawero 6pata v pas3pyLuina BaM XN3Hb?

MeppwvH He ApOrHysaa nog ero HaMepeHHO XXeCTOKNMU CNoBaMN U aKKypaTHO
MONOXKWJ1a KHUTy O6paTHO Ha CTOTIKY.

- [a, - oTBeTuna OHa. - A nobuna ceoero bpaTa n cyuTato, 41O ero ybmnncteo
3acny>XKunBaeT npaBocyaus. - Ha MrHoseHune Mappuk yBuaen, Kak ee negsHas
X0N0OHOCTb pa3bunacbk Ha ThbICAYY OCKOJIKOB AyLlleBHOM 6onn. - 4 xo4dy 3abpaTb y Bac
BCe, Balla CBETJIOCTb, - CKa3asia MeppuH. - Mbl BCe NOTepsAnn U3-3a Bac. Bbl J0JIXKHbI
y3HaTb, KAKOBO 3TO.

FappVK HEOTPLIBHO CMOTpPEN el B N1LO.

- W 4To Bbl HAaMepeBaeTech caenaTb? - CNPOCUI OH.

OHa nogHsana 6posu:

- 51 HaMepeBaloCb y3HaTb NpaBay. A 3Hato, 4TO He 6bII0 HUKAKOoM Ay3nu. 4 3Hato, 4TOo
Bbl XJ1aAHOKPOBHO 3acTpennnm CTneeHa. A y3Hato, 4TO Npon30OLLIJIO Ha caMOM fere, a
rnoToM... - [leByulka ocTaHoBMAaCh, U Nappuk nogymMan, XBaTUT JIN Yy Hee CMesloCTu
[OBeCTN eNlo A0 KOHLUA, MOCMOTpeTb, Kak ero nosecAT. OH yBuAesn, 4To OHa
3a4poxKasia n TAXKeno CrioTHyNa.

- A noToM Bbl NepegaanTe BNacTaM YNk 1 bynete cMoTpeTb, Kak a1 6onTatochb Ha
BUCENNLE Ha LUEJIKOBON BEPEBKE, - CKa3asl OH.



OHa BCKNHYJ1a Ha HEro rJjia3a:

-4...

MeppuH MoprHyna. Ix B3rnagbl BCTPETUAUCL. B ee rnasax nieckanacb
pacTepsAHHOCTb. OHa Ka3aslaCb 04EHb IOHOW, MOYTN AEBOYKON. FappuK UCMbITbIBAN K
Hen OrpoMHoe cocTpagaHumne. MeppuH ®eHHep bbina xpabpon, HecTHOM N xoTena,
4yT06bI CBEPWINAOCH NpaBocyame. OH BOCXMLWANCHA 3TUMM ee YepTamMn. Ho oH Takxe
3HaJ, 4TO, eCc/in NpaBAa BbINAET HapyXy, AeBYLIKA UCMbITAaeT XXecTo4anwee
KpylleHune nnnosunin. NMamate o0 bpaTe byneT 3andaTHaHa, U ee XXN3Hb CHOBA
paspywmnTcsa. He roBops y>xe 0 ToM, 410 Bbiin n gpyrve aioaun, He 3aciy>XmBasLume
HakKa3aHus. Te, KOro OH NOKNAICS 3alUMLLATL B TOT Y>KaCHbIN AeHb, Korga ymep
CtumBeH. Nappuk He Mor AoNyCcTUTb, YTOObI OHa Npenasia X MMeHa orsacke, BoobaBok
KO BCEMY TOMY y>XacCy, KOTOPbIN NnpuHecno 6bl pacKpbiTUe NpaBabl.

- Bbl He HangeTe AO0Ka3aTeNbCTB, - CKa3as Fappuk U yBUAEN, KaK B €€ MATKOM
B3rnsae NosiBUI0OCb TOPXXECTBO.

- CAvwKoM no3gHo, - 3assuia MeppuH. Ee pyka Ha MrHoBeHMe npefaTtesibCKu
CKOJIb3HYJ1a K KapMaHy. - Y MeHA y)xe eCTb Koe-Kakue yninku, a bypet ewe 6onbLue.
MoxeTe ObITb YBEPEHDI.

Fappuvk OblN1 yBEPEH TOJILKO B OAHOM - OH AOJI)KEH BbISCHUTb, 4YTO OHa obHapy»xuna, un
OCTaHOBUTbL ee. K cHaCTblo, OH eLle He pacTepss NPUBbLIYKK NoBeckl. be3o Bcsikoro
npenynpeXxaeHus noTsHYB JIeHTbI ee WISNKN 1 CABUHYB ee MeppuH Ha 3aTbIJIOK, OH
NOJIOXKWUN el PYKU Ha TaJno U CTan uenoBaTb. [leByllKa axHysa U NpuoTKpbIJia poT
nopn ero rybamu. Peakums geByLIKW, KOTOPYO HUKOrAa paHblUe He LenoBaan. 3Ha4uT,
ero nepsoe cyxaeHue 6b1710 BEpHbIM, nogyMan Fappuk, HECMOTPS HA HECKOJIbKO
3KCTpaBaraHTHbIA 0bpa3 xn3HuU, MeppuH PeHHep bblna HeBMHHA. OCo3HaB 3TO, OH
NCNbiTan NPUINB BOXOENIEHUS.

FappuK He CTan AenaTb CKUAKY Ha HEONbITHOCTL MeppuH 1 nouenosan ee rayboko,
HaCTOM4YMBO, COBCTBEHHMYECKN. OH NPOCKO/Ib3HY 1 A3bIKOM €/ B POT U MO4yBCTBOBAJT,
KaK OHa n3gasna TUXUIA CTOH. FappuK olyLlan ee CTpacTb, YyBCTBOBAJ1, Kak OHa
OTBEYaeT eMy, N Ha MFTHOBEHMNEe NOoTepsa roaoBy. HacToNbKo, 4TO YyTb He 3abbiN 0
cBoen uenn. Becb ero mmp cy3smncs 4o ooHOn-e AMHCTBEHHOW »XEHLMHbI B €ro
06bATMAX, A0 ee BKyCa 1 3anaxa. NoTpebHOCTb B3ATb €e 1 yA0BIeTBOPUTbL CBOU
HM3MEHHbIE XXeNaHnA YyTb He pa3pyLlunia ero camoobnagaHume.



Ho OH 0CTOPOXXHO BbINyCTUA MeppuH. [leByllKa OTKpbiaa rnasa. Barnag ee 6bin
NOTEMHEBLUUM 1 3aTyMaHeHHbIM. OHa npuxana pyky K rybam, aSpkum n 4yTb
NpuNyxwmMm oT ero nouenyes. Teno Nappuka Hanpsaraoch ewe 6onbwe. B aToMm
CMbICJsie nouesiyin sIBHO Bbls1 He CaMbiM MypPbIM peLleHneM, NOCKOJIbKY eLle CujibHee
noforpesn ero pacnaneHHoe xxenaHve. C opyrov CTOPOHbl, OH 40bUCS MMEHHO Toro,
4yTO XOoTe.

Ka3anocb, MeppuH efgBa CTOUT Ha Horax. [locTeneHHo oHa npuliia B cebs U SPOCTHO
B3r1iHYJ1a Ha Hero.

- MeH$ HUKOr ia paHbLLEe He LiesIoBasin, - Pe3KO CKa3asla oHa. - N 1 6e3ycnoBHO He
»Kenana, 4Tobbl Bbl CTa/IN MEPBbIM.

- A npuHec 6bl BaM CBOW U3BUHEHUSA, - CKa3as NappuK, - HO 3TO BbIJ1I0 6bl HEYECTHO C
MO€eN CTOPOHbI.

MeppuH 6pocnna Ha Hero ncnenenstoLlle-npe3puTesbHbI B3rnsa, noToM
NOBEpPHYAaCb 1 3allarasa npo4b, APOCTHO Tonasi Mo MpaMopHoMy noJy. OHa BbilLA
Ha YJIMLY N CO CTYKOM 3aKpbisia 3a cobon aBepb. FappuK nepecek KOMHaTy u
noAoLllen K OkHy. [leByllKa y>Xe nosiBuiacb BO BHyTPEHHEM ABOPUKE 1 BbICTPbIM
larom yaansnacb oT 6ubnnotekn. OHa He BepHyJla Ha MecTo LUAAMNKY, U OCEHHUE
JlyYn COMHUA@ OCBeLLLasin ee BOIOChI LiBeTa Nno30JlodeHHoro cepebpa, npespallas nx B
OCNenUTENbHO iPKNe HUTU. MeppuH NoTepsia BUCKK, C/IOBHO Yy Hee Bbonena ronosa. OT
3Toro »ecTta Nappuk No4eMy-To UCMbITan K HEN COvyBCTBMUE. Takaa MaseHbKas, HO
Takas ropaas, pewnTtenbHas, xpabpas.

fappuK He OTpbIBasiCb CMOTpPEeN en Bcaen. B Kakon-To MOMeHT OHa obepHyfnach Yyepes
nJjeyo, 3aMeTusla ero y OKkHa 1 pe3ko oCTaHOBWU/IaCb. Ha Kakoe-To MrHOBEHME NX
rna3a BCTPETUINCb, MOTOM OHa BCKUHYJa rosioBy, ObICTPO pa3BepHysacb Ha Kabnykax
N CKpblJlaCb 3a Yr/I0M.

- Bawa cBeTnoCTb. - BapHapA KOCHYJICA ero pyku, Bo3Bpallas K 4eNCTBUTESIbHOCTN.
bubnnotekapb BbIrnaaen pacTepsaHHbIM U B3BOJIHOBAHHbIM, KaK YeJlOBeK, B
NPUCYTCTBUM KOTOPOro repuor 6bi1 CTOJIb HEBEXJINB, YTO NoLesioBan gegn NnpsaMo B
KoponieBCcKkon bubnmnorteke. - Bawa CBeTNOCTb, - MOBTOPWUJ OH, KpacHes U
3anuHancb. - Bce B nopagke?



- Moun n3enHeHunda, bapHapa, - poBHO npousHec appuk. - {1 He xoTen HapylaTb
CMOKONCTBME.

ToT noka4van ronosoi. Fappuk Buaen, 4To bapHapa pa3pbiBaeTCa MeXy XKeJlaHuem
chenaTb eMy BbIFrOBOP 3a HEZ0CTONHOE MoBeAeHne N CTPAaxoM PacCcepamnTb CaMoro
N3pa KOpPoJIeBCTBa.

- He nmeeT 3HavyeHuns, Balla CBET/IOCTb, - BbIFOBOPWJ1 OH B KOHLLE KOHL,OB. - 1
nosiarato, C TOM IOHOW fleaAn HeT HUKakux npobnem? S NnpaBUbLHO MOHSA, YTO OHa -
nean? Y Hee 6binm 6e3ynpeyHblie pekoMeHgaumnm, n a1 He Konebnacbk NpUHAN ee
npocbOy NpPoCMOTPETh U3AAaHMS.

FappuK 4yTb He paccMessica. bapHapZ o4eHb BOJIHyeTCs, 4TO MOr OoLWNBO4YHO
OONYCTUTb B KOPOJIEBCKY OUBINOTEKY XEHLWNHY C NJOXON penyTauunen.

- lean MeppuH n3BeCTHa CBOMM UHTEPECOM K HayKaM, N OHa onpefeneHHo feau, -
cka3an Mappuk. - OgnH NPUCKOPOHBIN Cy4Yan... - OH KaWAHY, - HE AAeT OCHOBaHUN
COMHEeBaTbCs B ee MOpaJibHbIX YCTOAX U B ee Npase OblTb AOMNyLWeHHOW B bubnnoTeky
ero BesinyecTsa. botock... - Mappuk nocTapancsa n3obpasnTb NCKPEHHee pacKasiHue, -
A1 Obl1 C/INWKOM BOCXULLEH negn MeppuH U Ha KAKON-TO MOMEHT noTeps ronoBy. 3TO
LeJIMKOM 1 MNOJIHOCTbIO MOS BUHA.

- Y710 X, - Npon3Hec cap Ppenepuk, - HaAeCb, Balla CBET/IOCTb, 4TO Bosiblue
nogobHoro He NponsongeT. 3To BbINO NPOCTO BO3MYTUTESIbHO!

- be3ycnoBHO, He Npon3onaeT, - cornacuncs Fappuk. - Eule pas nssuHuTe.

YcnokomBwunck, bubnnotekapb BepHynica K cebe, a Nappuk BoiIbpan TUXUIA YroOSOK U
cen 3a ctos. OH BbIHY1 INCTOK ByMarun, KoTopbi 3abpan y MeppuH n3 KapMaHa, noka
OHM LEeNoBaNCb, U pa3BEepPHYJ ero.

970 6biNa 3amMeTKa U3 «JIOHOOH KPOHUKII» OT 26 MIONS, BbllUedLero Ha caenyowmni
AeHb nocne cmeptn CTnBeHa. B Hen Bbi1 CMUCOK rocTen Ha 3BaHOM YXKUHE Y YeTbl
[eHMaH, KOTOpbIN OHW AaBasiM HaKaHyHe. NappuKk TyT e yBuaen B Hem umsa Yy opwu
BensMHrToHa 1 NOHAM, 4TO 3TO O3Ha4YaeT. MeppuH ToXKe NOoHsAA, OH B OTOM He
COMHeBaJIcA.



Ero Hexopolwmne npeayvyBCcTBUSA YCUNUAUCL. [appuK 3Has, 4TO, €C/IM OH CNPOCUT CIpa
dOpenepuka bapHapga, TOT No4TBEPAUT, 4To MeppuH NpocMaTpuBana raseThbl U
XXYpHasbl, OTHOCSALWMECHA K TOMY BpeMeHu, Korga nornb ee 6bpat. IHTepecHO, Hawwia
JIN OHa 4YTO-TO ewe. appuK cHYMUTas, 4TO BCe CTaTbW O TOM CKaHgane cogep>xaT oaHy
N Ty Xe nHhpopmauunto. Kak oH noHsan, ero oteu, rpad deHHep n nopa CKoTT 06 3TOM
no3aboTmance. HoO OHM MOrAM 4TO-TO MPOCMOTPETL, KaKne-To AeTasin BCe XKe MOrJin
MpPOCoYNTLCA. JloCTaTO4YHO ObI10, 4TOBbLI HEKTO, XKeNatL i CBepLINTb NpaBocyane -
HeKTO Bpoae MeppuH, - Kak cnegyeT nokonasnacs n obHapy»Xnua HeECOOTBETCTBMUSA B
3amMeTKax. 1 Torga BeCb KapTO4YHbIN LOMUK HAaYHET CbiNaTbCA.

Fappuk npencTasnsan, 4To byneT, ecnm TwaTesibHO NpoAyMaHHbIe naaHbl MeppuH
HaYHYT MPEeTBOPATHLCA B XWU3Hb. JIIOAW, KOTOPbIX OH 3alluLLaeT, OKaXKyTCs BOBJIeYEHb!
B FPAaHAMNO3HbIN CKaHaan. MoXXHO N gosepuTb npasay MeppuH ®eHHep? ITa MbIC/b
Ka3anacCb €My OOBOJIbHO NpuBeKaTenbHOn, 160 OH MHTYNTUBHO YYBCTBOBAJ, 4TO
MeppuvH 4YecTHa, N eMy XOTeJIoCb OTBETUTL el TeM XKe. C HEOXOTOW, HO BCE e OH
OoTKasascs oT aTon ngen. lopepsate MeppuH - ynctoe besymue, y4nTbiBas, 4TO OHa He
CKpbIBAeT CBOEro XeJslaHUsa paspyLwnTb eMy XXWU3Hb U OTNPaBUTb Ha BUCENULY.
EonHcTBEeHHOE, 4TO Nappuk Mor caenaTb, - 3TO NPOLOJIXKAaTb 3allMLLaTh TeX, KTO B
HeM Hy)XJaeTCs, U NocTapaTbCd Y3HaTb, 4TO MeppuH N3BECTHO, 3aCTaBMB ee 3aTeM
rnpeKkpaTuTb paccnenoBaHue. BHYTpU y HEro Bce CKaJloCb OT HEXOPOLLUUX
npenyyBCcTBUN.

FappuK CyHYN INCTOK B KapMaH U1 Bbilwen n3 6ubnmortekn. Y Hero B ywax Ao cCux nop
pa3faBasncb obBUHSAKOLWME cnoBa MeppuH, XOTb U CKa3aHbl OHU BbI/IN CNOKOWHbLIM
TOHOM.

Mbl BCe nmoTepann ns-3a Bac...

OH He cTan 3awnwaTbcs nepen Hen. OH NPOCTO He cMor. Tak UM nHave, Ho 3To bbina
npasnaa.

(naBa 4

MeppuH oTnpaBunacbk B 6ubnnoteky, a ToM Ha4vyan HEPBHMYATb, OH NPOCTO He
Haxoawun cebe mecTa. HeCKO/IbKO 4YacoB OH 3aHMMancsa 6ymarkHom paboTton, Ho B
KOHLLe KOHLIOB OTJIOXKWJ1 OKYMEHTbl B CTOPOHY, NOAOLWeEN K OKHY U MIsiHY/1 Ha BOCTOK



noBepx BeTXxux Kpbiw. ConHue y>Xe 3awwno, Hebo CTasno XKeMYY)KHO-CepbIM, a YnLbI
Ka3asMCb CKONb3KUMU OT O0XAA. Peka Bbirnaaena TeMHon u MmpadHon. Mpubnunxxancs
Beyep. CTos y okHa, TOM OTYET/IMBO NOHMMaJs, KTO OH 1 0OTKyAa. CToOuN0 TONIbKO
nocMoTpeTb Ha nNupc CBATOro [)kuavca, npullBapTOBaHHbIE Cyaa, oxxuaawume
pa3rpysku, N 3anyTaHHbIN NabUPUHT Y3KUX YI04EK 1 MPOX0OL0B, KOTOpble Bbin ona
Hero Korga-To poAHbliM goMoM. OH npowen OJANHHBIA NYyTb; pe3Bbi HabnaaTesbHbIN
MaJlbyMK, NCNOJIb30BaBLUMA CBOM CMOCOBHOCTU, 4TOObI 064MLLaTb Yy>KMe KapMaHbl U
npuaaBkKu, NpeBpaTU/ICA B YeNI0BEKa, KOTOPbIN ULLET JIIoAeN U He TONbKO UX.
BpakoHbep npeBpaTuaca B ereps. Ho emy Hpasuiocb paboTtaTb Ha camoMm bepery
TeM3bl. 3TO HarNOMMHasNO, Kak BbICOKO OH MOOHSAJICA - U CKOJIbKO eLle nNpencTosso
KapabkaTbcs.

Pa3pancs CTyK B ABePb, U BXOAHAs ABEPb Mo BAACTHOW PYKOM Cpasy xe
pacnaxHynack. TOM MOBEPHYJICS N OKa3asiCcs JINLOM K JINLY C MOJIOAOWN XXEHLWMNHON neT
nBaauaTtun ¢ HebonblwnM. O4YeHb KPaCUBOW XKEHLLNHOW, BLICOKOMN U CTAaTHOW. OH Mor
6bl Ha3BaTb €€ aMa30HKOW - ecnn Obl OblJ1 HAYMTaH XOTA 6bl HA YeTBEPTb TakK XOPOLLO,
Kak MeppuH. Ho NoCKO/IbKY Ha4YNTaHHbLIM OH He 6bin, @ Bbl1 NPOCTO MY>XXYUHON,
KOTOPbIN LLEHUT KPACUBLIX XXEHLLUMH, TO OTPEAarnpoBas OH CKopee TeioM, YeM
pa3yMoM.

- Muctep bpaawoy? - BONPOCUTESIbHO MPOU3HECa XXEHLWMHA. Y Hee bbin
XpUNJaoBaTbIN ron0c, MoJIHbIN MHOroobellatowero CeKCyaabHOro yaoBonbCcTems. Nnu,
paccedaHHo nogymMas ToMm, eMy NPOCTO HPABUTCA TakK AYyMaTb.

MKeHLWnHa nNpoLsia Yepe3 KOMHaTy U NPOTSAHYNa eMy pyKy. bpaawoy okyTan apomaT
AYyXOB, 1 FOJZIOBa MoLwuia Kpyrom. XXeHuwurHa bbi1a oaeTa AOpPOro 1 WMKaApHO, HO YTO-TO
B CTUJ1€ ee 04eXAbl FOBOPUJIO HE B MN0JIb3y CKPOMHOCTU. KOBKN CAULLKOM TECHO
npuaeranm K Horam n cobnasHnTenbHo wenectenu. MNnatbe 66110 € FrNy6oKUM
Bblpe3oM, 1, nogvyepkmaas ero V-obpasHyo opmy, MeX XOJIMUKOB Fpyan
nobneckmneana 6punnnaHToBas 6powka. ToM CKa3an NepBoe, 4TO NPMULLSIO EMY B
roJloBy:

- BaM He cTOUT HOCUTbL AparoueHHOCTN B HaweM panoHe, ocobeHHOo nocne
HacTynneHnsa TEMHOTbI. Bbl NpAMO HanpawmBaeTecb Ha orpabnexHne.

XeHwmHa 3acMesanacs.



- XOpoLUnin COBET, - CKa3aJia OHa U HaKJIOHWMACk K HeMy nNobanxe. ToM gake owyTu
Tenno ee KOXW. - Bce Mo AparoueHHOCTN - MPOCTO CTEKALWKM, - NpoLllenTana
OHa. - HacToswwe A npodasna HECKOIbKO NeT Ha3aj,.

«HeHacTosAWan nean Bo BCex CMbICax», - nogyman ToMm. OH OTCTYNnuUa Ha wWar um
nonbiTaJZICA COCPenoOTOHNTbCHA.

- Yem A Mory BaM rnomoyb, M3M? - CIPOCUJT OH.

E noHpaBunacb ero nobe3HocTb. Ha rybax 3anrpana cnabas ynoibka.

- 4 cnbiwana, 4To Bbl J'Iy‘-ILIJI/IVI CbILLUUNK, - CKa3aJla OHa.

ToMm ToxKe ynblbHyNCS.

- 9TO 3@aBUCUT OT TOro, 4Yero Bbl XOTUTE.

JXeHlWMWHa orsiaaena ero C roJjioBbl 40 HOIM, ABHbIM o6pa30M MOKa3biBasd CBOW XXeJlaHWnA.

- 41 elle He BCTpeYvasa 4YesioBeka, KOTOpbI Bbl He yTBep>KAas, YTo OH JIy4LW Nt BO
BCEM, - MPOMYpJiblKasia OHa.

- 9 cKopee cneL, B 04HOM, YeM MacTep HU B YeM, - cKa3aa ToM. OH NMpeasioxun en
CeCcTb 1 BepHyJcs obpaTHO 3a cTo. - [To-MoeMy, Bbl HE NMpeACcTaBUAUCL, - 0OaBU
OH.

Ee rnasa BcnbixHyNn.

-4 npegrnoyvynTato 3TOro He geJsiaThb.

ToMm noxkan naevyamu. OH y>xe 3HaJl, K KaKoW KaTeropuu oHa NpuHagnexuT.
NcnopyeHHas 6orayka, BO3MOXKHO Aaxke TUTyJioBaHHas. Ei Bcerna notakannm - Uin He
obpallany BHUMaAHUS Ha ee HeJoCTaTKU, - U B pe3ysibTaTe oHa oTbumnack oT pyk. OHa
NpUBbIKJIA NOJlyYaTb TO, YEro XoTena, U, ckopee Bcero, 6bis1a He CTOJ1b UCKYLUEHHOWM,
KakK npuTBopsnack. IHTepecHo, 0 4eM AyManu ee poanuTesnn UanN ornekyHbl, Koraa
npenocTaBNsAN el CToNbKo cBoboabl. OAHAKO Celyac OHa y)ke He pebeHoK, U He ero
J1e/10 HAaCTaBNATb BbICOKOPOAHLIX MOJIOAbIX JIeAN HA NYyTb UCTUHHBIN.



- Tak 4eM 5 MOry BamMm NoMo4b? - MOBTOPWJI OH.

JXeHLWKHa nckoca NocMoTpesia Ha Hero CBOMMM KoLlavybMUN rnasamMu.

- §l... MHe HY>XXHO, 4TObbl Bbl KOE-KOIr0 HaLLIN AN MEeHS.

- MY>XYUHY NN XKEHLLNHY?

OHa npukycuna ryby.

- PebeHka.

- Bawero? - nonHTepecoBascsa Tom.

XeHwmnHa npe3pmntesyibHO ryfidHyJjia Ha Hero.

- Pagn 6ora! 9 He HacTo/IbKO HebpeXxHa.

ToM He cAnwKoM-To en nosepun. OH nerko mor cebe nNpeacTaBuUTb, 4TO OHa eLle
neso4ykon cbunacb C NyTU UCTUHHOro. Ee mornm otocnaTb U3 AoMa, 4Tobbl CKPbITh
bepeMeHHOCTb, pebeHKa NOTOM OTAaNM, a Aesio 3aMaan. TOM LOBOJIbHO 4acCcTo
CTaNIKMBAJICA C TAKUMMN NCTOPUSAMUN. TalHbl N N10XXb - 3TO ero xaeb ¢ Macaom.

- YT0o X, 04eHb XOpOLLUO, - CKa3aj OH. - Toraga 4Ybero pebeHkKa HY>XHO HAaNTN, eCn He
BaLlero?

- ['epuora ®apHa.

TOM 4yTb He cJioMas nepo.

- Mpowy npouweHna?

XXeHLWmnHa HaxMypuiach.

- 9 xo4y, 4TObObI Bbl HawK pebeHka Nappuka PapHa.



- Y Nappuka ®apHa HeT geten, - Bo3pasns ToMm.

- CoBeplUueHHO BepHO. - OHa CKJIOHW1a FOJIOBY K MJievyy M NoCMOTpeNna Ha Hero. - 4
rmoJsilarana, 4To Bbl He B Kypce. A bbisia He npaBa?

- JlagHO, - cka3an ToM. - 3Ha4unT, Bbl yTBepxaaeTe, 4To y appuka PapHa eCTb
BHebpayHbIn pebeHoK, CyLecTBOBaHNE KOTOPOIr0 OH CKPbIBAET - MO Kakon 6bl TO HIK
Obl/10 NpUYnHE. U Bbl XOTUTE O HEM WX O HEW Y3HaTb, BKJOYAass MECTOHaxoXaeHune?

JXeHLWmnHa KNBHyNa:

- Bce BepHoO.

- 3a4eM? - nouHTepecoBanca Tom.

XXeHLWmnHa HeTepnennBo nepenepHya nievyamu.

- He nymato, 4To o6s13aHa 06BbSACHATL BaM NMpUYMHY. S npeanosiarana, 4To MHE HY>XHO
TONIbKO MPeanoXXnTb Bam paboTy. Ml 3annaTtuTs.

CTporo roeops, oHa npasa, nogyman Tom. OH MHOXXeCTBO pa3 6pasics 3a paboTy paau
JleHer n He 3ajaBaj BOMpPocoB. Ho B JaHHOM cJly4ae eMy 6bi10 /1tlobonbITHO.

- [lpocBeTnTE MeHs, - CKa3an OH.

XXeHLmnHa nocMoTpena Ha Hero 1 B34OoXHYy/la.

- CnywanTe, MeHs 30BYT MappueT HanT, n 4... 4 6bbl21a NoAoNe4YHON NOKOMHOI O
repuyora ®apHa.

3Ha4YnT, 3TO Ta caMas XXeHLWMnHa, KOTopYyto, No cnosaM MeppuH, Nappuk ®apH
BbICTaBWJ1 U3 CBOEWN CNajibHWU. TOM OKWUHYJ B3rnsaa0M ob6TSAHYTOE LWEeNIKOBbIM MaaTbeM
LWIMKapHOEe Teslo N NogMeTua NpUsbiBHLIN Bneck B rnasax. [oxoxe, npasay roBopsAT,
4yTo PapH NOXOPOHWU CBOE CepALe BMecCTe C XXeHoW, 3apeKkcsa oT becwabaluHbiX yTex
IOHOCTU U XXUBET Kak MOoHaXx. Ha MNappueT HanT cpearunpyeT nobon My>XK4nHa, ecan
TOJIbKO OH He caesiaH N3 KaMHA.



- 3a4eM Bbl XOTUTe HanTu Nnpubnyabiwa PapHa? - NpsMo cnpocua ToMm.

FappueT rasiHyla Ha Hero yroJsikoMm rasa:

- MoxeT, 4yT0obbl 0 HEM 3ab0TUTLCA?

Tenepb HacTaNla o4yepenb ToMa yaAUBAATLCA.

- 9 Bac ymondw! Pa3Be A NOX0X Ha YesloBeKa, KOTOPbLIN KYNUTCSA Ha Takoe?

FappveT MeasieHHO pacTsaHya rybol B ynbibke:

- NagHo. NpaBaa B ToM... - OHa caenana nay3sy. - Npasaa B TOM, 4TO MHe N1060MNbITHO.
A cnblWwana MHOro BCero - 1 o ero ¢ea3su, n o pebeHke. Korga xxeHa Nappuka ymepna,
A OblNa ewWwe AeBOYKOWN, HO 04YeHb itobo3HaTeNnbHON AeBo4Ykon. N oboxkana
noacnywmnBaTb. A CiblWana, Kak repuor - Mo oneKkyH - roopus o pebeHke, Kak
NCcKan ong Hero pecnektabenbHy0 CeMbiO, Kak NaaTua en geHbru... 1 boina ewe
NOAPOCTKOM, HO OTJIMYHO 3HanNa, 4To Nappuk - y>XacHbln rnoseca. - Ee rnasa
3acBepkann. - CkasaTb N0 npaBAe, 3TO-TO KakK pa3 MeHs B HeM U npussieKkano. - nasa
FappueT noracsm, oHa nompayHena. - BoT A 1 pewwuna y3HaTb, 4TO 6b1JI0 C 3TUM
pebeHKOM fanblue. - XXeHLWmnHa OTKNUHYaCb Ha CMINHKY CTyNa U C Hagexa0n
rnocmoTpena Ha Toma.

- Ho novyemMy nmeHHo cenyac? - HacTamBas TOT. - [TovyeMy Bbl XXOaM Tak 4OrO,
npexxae 4YeM HayaTb 3a[aBaTb BOMPOCHI?

fappuneT noXKana naevyamu.

- 4 X04y y3HaTb, NOTOMY 4TO... - OHa 38T€p€6VIJ'Ia 3aMO4eK CYMOYKMN, n3berasa B3rnaga
CbllMKa.

- Bbl XOTWTE y3HATb, MOTOMY YTO 3TO AACT BaM CBOEro poAa BfacTb Hag dapHOM, -
cka3zan ToM. - Bbl N0 KaKMM-TO NPUYMHAM XOTUTE ero oCKopbuTs.

JInyo MNappueT BbITAHYNOCh.



- Hy, 370 y>x cianwkoMm. - OHa 3axJionana pecHuuamu. - 4 Xxo4y BbINTY 3aMyX 3a
Fappuka. OH oTBepr MeHsa 1 oTocNan n3 ropoga. OH gyMaeT, YTo s cevac Ha NyTu B
Caccekc, roe »xunBet ero MmaTb. - OHa yNblbHYNacbk. - 51 NOX0XXa Ha AEBYLLKY, KOTOPOW
3aX04eTCHA THUTb B AepeBHE NoA4 NPMCMOTPOM BAOBCTBYOLLEN TETYLKN?

- Hn4yyTb, - cyxo oTtBeTuns1 TOM. - KakK HEXOPOLLO CO CTOPOHbI ®apHa BaC OTBEPrHyTb. -
Coilmk nogyman, 4to Nappuet Hant, o0/ HKHO 6bITh, Yy>)K€ 04eHb AAaBHO XO4eT
3anony4nTb Nappuka. Ckopee Bcero, oHa BabsieHa B Hero ewuie ¢ 4eTCKMX NeT.
HeyanBuTesbHO, 4TO OHa Tak neneet ceoto obuay. OH BCTan n obowen cTon. -
NMpuMuTe Mon coBeT, Mucc Hawut...

- Jlegn NappueT, - nonpasuia OHa ero.

ToM yCcMexHycA.

- MpumunTe Mon coseT, negun NappueT. PacnpocTpaHas pagn MecTun nHgpopmaumio o
BHebpayHoM pebeHke dapHa, Bbl HE NONIYYNTE XKENlaeMoro yaoBneTsopeHuns. 1 aTo He
ybeanT ®apHa Ha BaC XXEHUTbCS.

FappueT Hagynack.

- 3aTO MHe OT 3TOro CTaHeT nydlle, - cKa3aJsla oHa. - MHe HpaBUTCA MCTUTb.

- BcTaHbTe B o4epenb, - npobopmoTan Tom.

Ee 6o/iblUMe 3e/eHble r1a3a LWMPOKO PACKPbIIUCH.

- Mpowy npoweHna?

- HeT, Huyero, - cka3an ToMm 1 B340OXHYN. - Hauny4ywen mecTbio 6b1s10 6bl NOKa3aTb
dapHy, YTO UMEHHO OH noTepsn. Hanante cebe MNO3aHTHOIroO My>Xa, cbernTte c Kem-
HMOyOb, BMECTO TOr0 4TOObI INTb MO repLory cnesbl...

- Emy byneT BCce paBHO, - Mpa4Ho nosicHuMa NappueT. - EMy Boobuie Ha Bcex
HanneBaTb. S Xo4y, 4Tobbl OH 06paTna Ha MeHSA BHUMaHMeE.



- Hy, oH 6e3ycnoBHO BaC 3aMeTuT, eCaim n3-3a Bac ero byayTt obcyxaaTb B
obuwecTBe, - cyxo 3ameTun ToMm. OH NokKavan ronosoun: - Jlean NappueT, npowy Bac,
nogymamTe eLle...

OHa nokayvasa rosioBomu.

- Ecnuv Bbl MHE He NMOMOXKETeE, - 3asiBUJIa OHa, - 1 MPOCTO Halay Koro-HMbynb Apyroro.

«A BOT 3TOro He HY)XHO», - nogyMasn ToM. Ee ceBeneHns o4eHb nMHTepecHbl. OHU MOryT
OKa3aTbCs eMy rnonesHbl. C 4pyron CTOPOHbI, BTAHYBLUNCHL B 3TO AEJ10, MOXXHO
obpecTun cnoxxHocTun, 6e3 KoTopbiX OH NpekpacHo obonpetca. OgHako NappueT Hant -
KanpusHaa n ynpsmas XxeHwmHa. 1 oHa TepneTb He MOXXeT, 4ToObl el 0TKa3blBasIn.
Ecnv oH He BO3bMeTCA 3a ee feso, oHa HanpetT cebe opyroro coiWmKa, a Kak pas B
OAaHHbIN MOMEHT TOMY O4YeHb He XOTeslI0Cb, 4TOObl KTO-TO, KPOME Hero, pbiica B Aeslax
®apHa. OHM Morsim obHapPYXXNTb, 4eM 3aHMMaeTca MeppuH. I Mornm y3HaTb, 4TO Y
Hero eCTb B 3TOM feJie CBOW uHTepec. U Torna passep3HeTCs HaCTOALWMNA aa.

- X0opoLLo, - HEOXOTHO NMPoun3Hec oH. - 1 6epyck 3a Balle Aero.

FappueT Bo3Oy)XAeHHO 3aep3ana.

- ECTb TONbKO 0gHA MesioYb... - MPOMYpPJibiKasa OHa.

NoToMm BCTana, nogowsia K ToMy 1 npuxasna ero K CTosy, NPUCIOHNBLLUNCL K HEMY
cBoen 6oNbLOoN, MArKon, TENJION rpyablo.

- 9 He Mory 3aniaTuTb BaM, - NpobopmMoTana oHa.

ToM cTapasica He CMOTPETb Ha ee CeKCyaslbHYH JIOXKOUHKY.

- 9 yXe 1 Tak pacTpaTuia cBoe rnocnenHee nocobue. Tak 4To... - OHa Noraaguna ero
no rpyau, - HaM CTOMT AOrOBOPUTLCS O APYroM criocobe onnaThl.

- {l Tak oena He Bepy, - npoxpunen Tom.

- A KTO 34€ecb roBopuT 0 genax? - Pyka MNappueT ckonb3HyNa no ero beppy un
yXBaTw/a MPOMeXXHOCTb. - Kak Mnno. - OHa rops4o gblliana eMy rnpsamo B yxo0. - Thl



ofapeH He TOJIbKO XOpoLlen CMeKasikou.

 He ycnen oH BO3pasuTb, Kak OHa noLienoBasna ero. lep3kuii a3bl4oK cpasy NPOHUK
€My B POT, 1 BCE ero NnpoTecTbl TYT Xe YMepJin eCTECTBEHHOI cMepTbto. OHa
LLeNl0BaJsia ero XaAHo N CTPACTHO, ee PyKW CHOBa/IN Y HEro no rpyaun, 3asaesanm B
pyballKy N HbIPAIN NOoA Mosc.

A NOTOM BCE KOHYMJIOCb - BbICTPO 1 XXapkKo. OrnsagbiBascb Ha3ad, TomM Ha3Ban 6bl 3TO
rnoTpscaloLle HeBepoATHbLIM. [appueT TOJIKHYJ/1Ia ero Ha CTyJ1 1 YMeJsio pacCcTerHyna
ero wTaHbl. 3aTeM ycenacb CBepxy un ocegsiana Toma. ToM 3aCToHan Tak, 4To
3a4poXKasnin CTeKsa, a C KpbIWW C CEPANTLIMU KPpUKaMK B3s1eTenn 4Yanku. OH NoHaAN,
4yTO Ha NappueT BoobLle HET HMXKXHEro 6enbs. OH CTAHY C Hee NnaTbe, U
BeJINKOJIEMHbIE FPpyan Ternepb KOJbIXaJIMCb Y HEro rnepen HOCoOM Mpu Ka>kaom ee
OBV>XeHun. Ho MNappuneT BHe3amnHo CrpbIrHysia Ha rnoJi, OCTaBMB €ro 3aAbiXaTbCsa OT
HeyToJIeHHOro xenaHusa. OQHaKo cpa3y ONATb BepHYJlaCb U HAaKJIOHWACb 4Yepes CTOoJ,
6e33By4HO Npurnawasn ero Kk cebe. ToMm He 3aMegnnn NPUHATbL 3TO NpegnoxeHune. OH
npuTanyn FappueT K cebe 3a wenkosble 6kM 1 rnyboko Bowen B Hee. CTon
3aKayvaJsics, nepbs, HEPHWIbHULA N Ky4a ManoK CoO BCEMN CeEKpeTaMun NocCbinasancb Ha
rnoJi.

YyTb no3>xe MNappueT co cnabon ynbibkon nocmoTpena Ha Toma.

- MepBbIM y MeHSA Obl1 KaMepaAMHEP MOEro ornekyHa, MHe Toraa 6bi10 WwecTHaauaTb. -
Ee rna3sa 3abnectenun. - bowocCb, C TeX MOP Y MeHS NOABUIOCL MPUCTPACTME K HU3LWNM
cnhosam obLiecTsa.

«OHa COoBEepLUEHHO YeTKO YKa3blBaeT MHE Ha Moe MeCcTo», - noaymas Tom.

OHa TOMUTENIbHO MeaJIEHHO MnouesioBasia ero u yLlisia.

ToMy noHanobmnocb HeMano BpemMmeHu, 4Tobbl BepHYTb cebe cnocobHOCTb
coobpaxkaTb, 1 ewe H6onbLle, 4TOObI NPUBECTM KOHTOPY B NOPSAOK U BbITEPETb
nponuTble YepHunia. Korga oH HakKOHeL, CHOBA yCeJica 3a CTOJ1 U NMoAKpenuacs
CTakaHOM bpeHaun, ero MbICIM BEPHYIUCL K npeanosaraeMomy npunbnyabiwy appuka
®apHa. Ecnam MappueT 6blN1a NOAPOCTKOM, KOorga ymepsa Kuttm HopTekc, 3Ha4uT,
noAcNyLlaHHbIE el0 pa3roBopbl 0 pebeHke NpuUMepHO COBMNaaatoT No BpeMeHu C
ybnncteom CtmeeHa ®eHHepa. Y ToMa Obla1 OTAINYHbBINA HIOX HA TalHbl, N OH
WHTYUTUBHO YyBCTBOBaJ, 4TO 0ba cKaHAana ceA3aHbl Mexay cobon. Ecnn ceepneHuns



HacyeT pebeHKa NOXOPOHEHbI Tak e rnyboko, Kak ayanb ¢ PeHHepoM, ByaeT O4YeHb
TPYLAHO, XOTS N HE HEBO3MOXKHO, X pa3biCKaTb. FappueT He owmnbnack: oH
DENCTBUTENIbHO JyYLLWIA B CBOEM [OENe.

NHTepecHo, Korga oHa BepHEeTCs y3HaTb, eCTb JIN HOBOCTU B pacciiefoBaHUn. ToOM C
HeTepneHneMm »xaasl HoOBOW nopumn nnatbl. OH YyBCTBOBaJ1 cebsl 4epTOBCKMU
yAOBNETBOPEHHbIM, XOTS pa3yM NoACKa3blBaJl, YTO CMELWMBaTb Aena C
yA0BOIbCTBNEM, 0OCOBEHHO CBSI3aHHbLIM C HEHACbITHOW Neagn MappueT, o4YeHb
HEOCMOTPUTENbHO. HO CbILLKWK He Xanes, 4To corsacusics Ha 3To. MNpaBaa, oH
noHMMan, 4T1o, paccnenys aeno dapHa, Halo UMeTb SICHYIO ronoBy, HO MappueT
oKa3sanacb Yepecyyp cobnasHuTenbHon. OHa CBasMaCb €My Ha FOJIOBY Kak NMoaapok
cynbbbl BO BCEX CMbIC/Iax, @ TOM HUKOr ia He 0TKa3bIBaJICA OT BO3MOXXHOCTEN,
KOTOpble CaMW TaK U MAbIIN B PYKW.

TOM OTKWUHYNCSA Ha CAMHKY CTyJ1la U nocMoTpen Ha peky. OH He COMHeBasCA, 4TOo
CMpPaBUTCA C 3TON CUTYaLUMNeEN, Kakon Bbl CNOXKHOW OHa HK Bbina. MeppuH
paccnenoBasa ob6cToAaTeNbCTBA AY3/M, N €10 Sierko 6bi10 MaHUNYIMPOBaTb, MOTOMY
4TO OHa HeHaBupgena PapHa n xoTena BepwunTb Npasocyane. Cam Tom Obin He
C/INWIKOM B flafax C NocneaHnUM NoHATUEM, OH CHUTAsl ero CMEeXOTBOPHO
naoeanncTmnyHbiM. OgQHaKoO OHO NOMOrasio eMy MMeTb Ha CBOen CTOpOHe MeppuH.
Mexnay TeMm NappueT fana eMy AonNoSHUTENbHble cBegeHUA. OH U3YYUT UX K,
BO3MOXXHO, HangeT 4To-HMbyab ona ceba nonesHoe. A NOTOM... TOM NMPUNOMHWA CBOW
rpaHAMO3HbIN NAaH. Bo3MOXHO, OH NnowaHTakmnpyeTt ®apHa, ecnun 3710 byaeT
COOTBETCTBOBATb €ro uesisiM. A MOXET, Aa)Ke No3BoJUT MeppuH packpblTb 06uLLecTBy,
4TO repuor - ybunua. NMonyynTb TakKylo BNaCTb, Aep>XXaTb B pykKax cyabby repuorcrtaa
- oa, 3To BbyaeT OTAMYHbIA NoAapok. Bce, o 4em ToM Mor TosIbKO MeyTaTb. OH gonun
6penan. CerogHsa Ha peaKOCTb yAauHbIA OEHb.

MeppuH BbICTPbLIM LWAaroM yaansanacb OT KOPosieBCKON bubnmnotekun, cTyk Kabsiy4kos
Mo MOCTOBOW OTpaXkas ee BHyTpeHHee cmaTeHune. Kak Mappuk ®apH ocmennncs
rnouesoBaTb ee; Aa elle TakK BHe3arnHo, YTO COBEepLUEeHHO NMwna ee padyMa. OTOT
HaZMEeHHbIN VU Oep3KUN My>X4YMHa rnocnenoBan 3a Hen B bubnmnoTteky, pasobnavun ee n
Bpocunn BbIZOB ee NaaHaM. I HnH4eM He nokasaJs, 4To coxaseeT o cMepTn CTuBeEHa.
9Ta MbICNb NpUYNHUIA MeppuH HEBEPOATHYIO Bosb. Nappuk PapH COBEPLUEHHO HE
coxasneeT o0 Tpareauu. M y>xe 3a 04HO 3TO OH OOJIXKEH NMOHeCTN HaKa3aHue.

Tenepb y Hee eCTb Y/IMKa, eLle OAVNH MaJIeHbKUIA KyCO4YeK MO3anKu, KOTopas
CKNlaAblBa€TCS B KApPTUHY, OTJIMYHYIO OT ouumanbHON Bepcnn. MeppuH



Top>KecTBoBana. Fappuk MoXeT obecLeHnTb ee paccsieqoBaHne, MOXET
CaMOyBEpPEeHHO 3aABNATb, YTO OHA He HAaAeT A0Ka3aTesbCTB, YTOObl BbICTAaBUTL €ro
NPEeCTYMNHMKOM, HO OHA-TO 3HaEeT, YTO 3TO He TakK. [leBylIKa CyHYysa 06 TaHY Tyt
NepyYyaTKOW PyKYy B KapMaH LyOKU, MblTasCb HalllynaTb MaJIeHbKUI nucTovek bymaru ¢
BbIMNCAHHBLIMU U3 ra3eTbl CBEAEHUSMMU.

Ho TaM Hu4yero He 6bli0.

MeppWH 3acTblfla Kak BKOMaHHasA. Ha Hee TyT ke HaJleTesl oHbIN KNepK 13
IOPUANYECKON KOHTOPbI. OH OTCKOYM, U3BMHWUJICS N HAarpaawuna ee yauBaeHHbIM
B3rns40M. MeppurH He obpaTusia Ha Hero BHMMaHUsA, oHa O0TYasiHHO obbickMBana
KapMaHbl, 6yKBaJibHO BbiBOpa4mMBasi UX HansHaHkKy. Hudero. MycTbie KapMaHbl 6bian
KakK n30eBaTenbCTBO.

Mo>xeT, oHa rge-To BblpoHuna bymary, Ha ynuue nan B bubnmorteke... Y MeppuH
ynano cepgue. Heyxxenu ein Morsio Tak He nose3Tn? Ecnv oHa noTtepssia JIMCTOK B
bnbnnoTeke, eCTb BEPOATHOCTb, 4TO ero nogobpan dapH... leByllKa CHOBa 3acTblj1a
Ha MecTe.

- Hu3kasn, npe3peHHasi, KoBapHas, oTBpaTUTesbHas, FTHyCcHas »aba! - Bbipyranach
OHa.

MpoxoanBLlias MMMO pecnekTabenbHasa Napa B3rasiHyJla Ha Hee C HEKOTOPbIM
becnokoncTBoM. MeppuH TOMHYa HOFOW, Aa Tak, 4To en cTasno 6onbHO. Ho 6osb He
YyMEHbLUNA ee apoCcTu.

Tenepb OHa nNpecTassifna, Kak Bce npousowwio. MNnasa oboXXrnm cnessl rHesa u
pa3odvapoBaHuda. OHa npourpasa, nogymasa MeppuH, BCNOMHUB pPa3roBop C
fappuKoM.

Bbl He HangeTe OOKAa3aTesIbCTB...

Y MeHA y>Ke eCTb KOe-KaKne yJinmknu...

Kak repuor gorafancs, rae oHa npsayeT AMcTtok? OH elle B Gubnnoteke Buaesn, Kak
OHa onycTufa ero B KapMaH? Ho oHa ke bblnla Tak OCTOPOXXHA... MeppUH CyHyNa pyKu
B KapMaHbl U CHOBa ABUHYJaCb B NyTbk. NMOHUKLIAA, HeECYacTHasA. He Ba)XHO, Kak



[@appuWK 3TO BbIACHWA. [ TaBHOe, YTO Tenepb OH 3HaeT, YeM OHa 3aHMMaeTcd. Emy
N3BECTHO, YTO OHa CobupaeT YyINKKN, N OH B KypCce ee HaMepeHnn. Kak TONIbKO repuor
MOHSAJ, 4TO OHa AJ19 Hero ornacHa, oH cpa3y e Havasn genctesoBaTb. OH KOro-To
HaHAM, 4Tobbl y3HaTb O HEN, N NOTOM Npocaenna 3a Hen.

Tom 610 NpaB. Nappuk PapH - onacHbIN Yenosek... OHa ero HegooueHwna.

MeppuH NpuUKycunna HUXHoW ryby, Ao cux nop Howuwy nocne nouenys MNappuka. U
Ha MFHOBEHWE BCE ee TeJsi0 MPOH3UJI0 3X0 UCMbITaHHbIX €0 YYBCTB, KOXKY OMaanio
orHem 6e3bicxo4HOro Bo3by>xaeHusa n ropbkon obnabl. OHa HeHaBuaena PapHa, HO
Ha KakKylo-To Be3yMHYy0 MUHYTY HaMBHO Nogymasa, 4To OH, MOXXeT BbITb, NnouesnoBan
ee NpoCcTo NoTOMY, 4To xoTen 3Toro. OHa Hacna)kgasnacb nouenyem ropasgo 6onblue,
4yeMm OoJsKHa bblsia, N 3TO ee CaMy OYEeHb YAMBAAIO. A Tenepb OHa UCNbITbIBasIa
APOCTb M CTbiA. Beab ®apH 6biBLLUMIA pacnyTHUK. OH NCNosb30Basn BCe CBOe bbloe
obasHume, 4Tobbl 06MaHYTbL ee, obBecTn BOKpyr nasbua. OH nouenosan ee
HaMepeHHO, 4Tobbl 0OTB/IEeYb, MOKa Jie3 B €e KapMaH, a OHa, MaJlieHbKas HEBUHHAS
AypoyKa, pacTasasia oT O4HOro ero NPUKoCHOoBeHUA. I ga)ke He 3amMeTuna, 4To OH
coenan. OHa oTBeTU/1Ia Ha ero NcKycHoe cobnasHeHmne, a Korga yxoguna, y Hee
KPY>XWUacCb rojloBa 1 BCE MbICN ObINIM TONIbLKO 0 HEM. OH »Ke NoJlyYnJT1 UMEHHO TO, 4TO
xoTten. OH BblUrpan.

MeppuH BCKUHYa ronoBy. Hy, B cyieayowmi pas eMy yxe He yaacTCcs Tak JIerko ee
obnanownTb.

XonoAHbIN BETep HOPOBWJI COPBaATb C Hee LWANKY, Xanun weku. Xasb, 4TO OHa He
MOXKeT npefyragaTtb c/iefylwmin war Fappuka. B HEKOTOPOM CMbIC/1e OH ToXe Obln
«XaMmeneoHoM»; MeppuH 4yBCTBOBasa, 4TO Nopg seasaHon 060104KOM CAMOKOHTPOIA
CKpbIBaeTCs COBCEM APYromn YyesnoBek. Henpenckasyembli, 3arafgo4dHbin. U ewe B HEM
4yBCTBOBaJlaCb BJIaCTHas My>XeCTBEHHOCTb, KaKylo OHa Buaesa y HeMHorux. Ee
WwypuH Anekc Toxe obnagan e, HO MeppuH NPOCTO OTMeYasa 3TO - N BUAeNna, Kak
CUNbHO [1XKOoaHHY K HeMYy TaHeT. Kak 1 Bce ee HabnogeHus, 3To Toxe Ob1S10
coBepLUeHHO 06beKTUBHO, 6e30 BCAKNX aMmoumin. Ho B ciiyvae ¢ Nappukom... Mo Teny
OeBYLWKN NpokaTuacsa o3Hob. B cnyyae ¢ NappukoM rpyboBaTas My»ckas
npuBJ/iIeKaTe/IbHOCTb 3aTparveasna ee AM4Ho. OHa OCTPO YyBCTBOBaJsa ero
npucytcTemne. OHa YyBCcTBOBasa ceba o4eHb yAa3BMMON. I He Morna 3Toro o6bLACHUTL
NN Kak-To n306aBUTbLCA OT 3TOro YyBCTBa. MeppuH ckpunHyna 3ybamn. BoT novyemy
FappuK cMOr BOCMNOJ1b30BaTbCs CBOUM MPENMYLLECTBOM - N3-3a@ €e OTBETHOW peakuun.



[eBylliKa 3aBepHYya 3a yrona v Bbilia Ha TaBUCTOK-CTPUT. OHa Xunna y [>KoaHHbI 1
Anekca B ropoACKOM iOMe, KOTOPbIA Te CHUManu. 3gecb 6b1s10 TENNO, TUXO U YIOTHO.
Cnyruv BbINONHANN KaXK[4oe ee XenaHne. EQUHCTBEHHO, Yero en HefocTaBsaso, - Tak
3T0 cBo6OAbl. MEPPUH HE MPMBbLIKJIA OTYMUTbIBATLCA Nepes PpoaCTBEHHMKAMM 3a
Ka)XablW war. YacTu4HO No3TOMY OHa NpuayMbiBana cebe «gpysen», y KOTOPbIX
AKOObI OCTaBaslaCcb HoYeBaTb, Korga [»)koaHHbl He BbI10 B ropoge. CecTpa HMKorga ee
He paccnpawmBana. OHa He nogo3peBasa O ee ABONHOW XU3HU N paboTe Ha Toma
bp>aowoy. OHa nosepsana MeppuH. 1 0o HepaBHero spemMeHn MeppuH He 4yBCTBOBaJ1a
3a cobor HMKakom BUHbI. HO [)KOoaHHa y>Xe BepHysiacb B ropof, no3ToMy MeppuH
Ka)XAbI AeHb Npuxoannocb obMaHbIBaTbh CECTPY, U €e Havyasla My4YnTb COBECTb.

[deByuwkKa nogowna K 4oMy HOMep ABeHafuaTb. Jlaken C NOKJOHOM MponyCcTua ee
BHYTpb. K MeppuH pafoCTHO Bpocusics ManeHbKun 6enbin Tepbep, U oHa
HaKJIOHKNacb, 4Tobbl ero nonpuBeTCcTBOBaTb. CecTpbl MeppuH, O)xoaHHa 1 Tacc,
cupenn B roCTUHON N YNTaNN MOOHbIe XYpHasbl - «Jlegnc MarasmH» n «Jleguc
MOHT/IN MblO3EM», - UIN, TOYHEE, CMOTPENN KapTUHKN. B aome 6bina 6ubnmoTteka, HO,
KpoMe MeppuH, el NoJsib30BasiCA TOJIbKO ee WypuH Anekc. MeppuH nHorga
3a4yMbliBanack, 4To Anekc Hawen B [J)koaHHe. Vx 6pak 6bla1 yCTpoOeH, HO cenyac
CTasio 04EBUAHO, 4TO OHM NOBAT Apyr Apyra. MeppuH KasasnoCb HENOCTUXKUMBIM, YTO
Takon My>XX4MHa, Kak Anlekc, C ero pasHOCTOPOHHUMW Hay4YHbIMU UHTEepecaMn, OCTPbIM
YMOM U NMPOHULATENbHOCTbIO, MOl B/IIOONTBLCA B €e cecTpy, KOTopas nHTepecoBanachb
TO/IbKO MarasmHamu, a ym y Hee 6bis1 He ocTpee buckeuTa.

- MeppuH, goporas! - [I>KoaHHa OT/I0XKWUa XXYPHaa U pagocTHO yablibHyNnach
Mnagwen cectpe. - am ckopen K orHio. Tel )xe 0o KocTen npogporaal Yem Tol
cerogHs se4yepoM 3aHMMasnacb?

- 91 6bina B 6BubnnoTteke, - orBeTuna MeppuH, He BOaBasiCb B AeTasn.

- Kak munno, - ckasana [I>xoaHHa n gobasuna: - Xo4yelb Yalleyky 4asa?

NMpuHecnun ewe o4HY YalwkKy, U T3CC Hanuna en ropayero HannTka. MeppuH caoenana
rJI0TOK U HaYasa corpeBaThCs. [MpuATHLIN apoMaT B36oapun ee. Tacc n >KoaHHa
bonTanm o MoAHbIX 3UMHUX Hapsagax. OHN cnpgenn Ha ANBAHYNKE N, CKJIOHUB APYT K
APYry ronoBbl, NIUCTanAnN XXypHabl. X TeMHble BOIOCbI No6s1ieCcKkmBann B CBETE
KaMuHa. NamMaTb nepeHecsa MeppuH B faBHMe BpeMeHa. [IBe MafleHbKe OeBOYKMN,
XopouwleHbKne, Kak papopoBble KYKOJIKN, CUAAT B LETCKOW, N BCe MU
BocxuwatoTca. OHa e bbina nuwb 61iegHOM KonmMenm nx KpacoTbl. He roBops yxe o
TOM, 4YTO MOCTOSAHHO Nla3usia No AepeBbsaM, pBasia bkK n cbmBana KoneHku. N oHa



nobuna yntaTtb. 1o Mepe B3pocneHnsa [)koaHHa n Tacc Bce 6obLUe BpeMEHN
MPOBOANAN BOBOEM M NOYTU He obpallanm Ha Hee BHUMaHUSA. FTappuk ToXKe He
3aMeyvas ee - B Tex pefkKux crydasax, Korga oH rnpues)xan ns JIoHgoHa sMecTe Co
CtmBeHoM. C npne3nom 3Ton napoydkm obblgeHHas NoBCEAHEBHOCTb, Tak
onocTbiNeBLwwas MeppuH, pe3ko MeHsAMach B JIy4LW Y CTOPOHY - B JOMe BOLLAPSAINCH
CMeX, XUBOCTb U OTHETJIMBO YYBCTBOBAJIOCb MY)XCKoe npucyTtcTteme. OHa XopoLlo
MOMHW/IA, KAK OHN BBaJZIMBAJINCb LOMOW, BCE B FPSA3M MNOCsie BEPXOBOM MPOryJsiKu.
Pb>Kne BosOChl FappuKa B3/10XMaYvYeHbl BETPOM, 1nuLo 6poH30Boe OT 3arapa. MeppuH
MOMHMAA N UMMPOBU3NPOBAHHbLIN BOKCEPCKNIN MOEeNHOK, KOTOPbIN OHU cO CTUBEHOM
YCTPOWU/IN B 3aroHe; ryBepHaHTKa - MUCC bpayH - KBOXTasia Haj AeBOYKaMM KaK
Kypuua 1 cTapaiacb yBeCTU UX noganbslie. Ho oHM BCe e ycnenu yenaeTtb MNappuka
06Ha>KeHHbLIM MO NOSAC, MYCKYJIMCTOr0 N LWMPOKOMJIe4Yero, No4YTM TakKoro, Kaknum
MeppuH yBuaena ero Tom Ho4Yblo B CrasibHe... MeppuH 3aep3asia Ha CTyse n
CKJIOHMACb Ha YallKOW, YyBCTBYS, KaK Mb1AOT LWEKN.

B KoMHaTy Bowen Anekc n Tenso nonpueeTcTeoBas MeppuH. OHa cMOTpena, Kak OH
HaknoHAeTCcs, 4Tobbl nouenoBaTb [)KOaHHY, U Ha CEKYHAOY 3aMeTusna B ero
MOTEeMHEeBLUKMX r1a3ax Kakoe-TO CUJIbHOe YyBCTBO, KOTOPOE OHa BuAaesa BO B3rnsage
appuvKa, Korga ToT cMOTpes Ha Hee. BHe3anHO MeppuH BCA 3anbiiana, en ctano
TPYAHO AblwaThk. [J)KoaHHa TOXe packpacHenachb, ee WeKn Nopo30Beun, Kak y toHOW
[eBOYKN. Anekc ynblbHynca cBoen )eHe. ATMocdepa B KOMHaTe Hakaannacb. MeppuH
NcnblTbiBana KpanHee HeynobcTBoO, Kak pbiba, BblTalweHHasa n3 Boabl. MHOro sieT oHa
paccMaTpuBana NtoboBb Kak INTepaTypPHbIN heHOMEH, cHYUTasla ee BbIMbICIOM U
aHanusumposana, byaro ato bbiia gucumniavHa spoae punocopum nnm gunonormu. Ho
cenyac BHYTPU Hee 4YTO-TO OYHYJIOChb OT 3UMHEN CNSAYKU U He »eJslasio 3acbkinaThb
BHOBb. OHa Ha CeKyHAy NpuKpblfia rias3a v BHOBb NOYYBCTBOBaJia TBepAoe U
yBepeHHOoe NpUKoCHOBeHue Nappuka K ee weke. Ero poT - ronogHbIin N BNACTHLIN -
npywxmnmaeTcs K ee rybam.

KoHeL, 03HaKOMUTEJIbHOr0 (pparMeHTa.
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