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Onbra MeaHoBHa KopoTaeBa

HeT cTpaluHee YyesoBeKa, O4EepPXUMOro 3anpeTHown toboBbio. Takon NOAHUMET PYKY
Ha cobcTBeHHOro 6paTta, cnannT poaoBon 3aMoK, bpocuT B BonybeM necy pebeHka,
Nnuwb 6bl cTepeTb Ntoboe HanoMMHaHME O CONEPHUKE.

Ho ManeHbKasa AeBo4YKa BbXWJla, CTasla CBOEW B BOJIYbLEW CTae U npunHAJa ee
XKeCTOoKuMe 3aKoHbl. KoTa Bb|6pana nyTb KPOBUN N CHUTaAJla, HTO HNKOIAa HE OTKa>XeTC4d
OT MeCTH, NoKa He BCTpeTuJia MoJ1040oro KpacmMBoro Mara.

Onbra KopoTaesa

Ctad

(naBa 1

EnBa BuanmMasa TponMHKa TOHYJ1a B YEPHbIX NMpoOBaJsiax AepeBbeB HOYHOro neca. KycThl
ANKON MannHbl 6osbHO 6unn 6nectawme oT noTta 6oka rHenoro xxepebua, n 3710
MoAXNeCcTbiBaJlo ero He MeHblle, 4eMm becrnowaaHble WNopbl HaedgHuKa. Kont
Xpunen, 3aKyCcuB yausa, n CTPUr TEMHbIMU, KaK CMOJIb, ywWwamu. Jlec, n 6e3 Toro
MpayYHbIN, OKyTbiBana aTMocdepa, Kakasa bbiBaeT Ha ckoToboNHe - IoWwaan He 3HaloT,
4YTO NPOM3ONAET, HO 3aNax CMEPTU BUTAET B BO3AYXE, N XKMBOTHbIE LUKYPOM OLLYyLLAOT
OMNAaCHOCTb. Tak 1 34eCb: KOJloYNEe pacTeHUs, OCTaBASAOLIME KPOBaBbIe LlapanuHbl,
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rnyxuve HEBHSATHbIE 3BYKM, Aa €Lle U KNC/bIA 3anax BOJIKOB, MPOMUTbLIBAIOLLNN KaXKabl
KYCTUK, KaXXayto TpaBuHKy. OX, He HpaBWU/IOCb eMy 3TO nNyTewecTBue. 1 ecnm 6ol
Hae3aHWUK bbin gpyron, KonT obsa3aTtenbHo cbpocun 6bl ero ¢ ceba n ymyancs npoyb.
Ho »kecTokoCTb Xx035iMHa 1 abcontoTHOE ero paBHoayLne K Yben Bbl TO HU BbIIO
XKN3HU ycMupann n 6onee CTpoNTUBLIX CyLLECTB. KOAT OT BCen AyLUN HEHaBNAEN
BCafHUKa n 6esmepHo bosnca ero.

Bnepen! OnaTb 3TOT ynpsAMbIn Xxepebel, HOPOBUT CBEPHYTbL C NMyTWU. X0JIKa €ro
noaparvBaeT - YyeT BOJIKOB, rag... Ho emy, Anognopy, Kak pa3 6b1710 Heobxoammo
nonacTb B Bonynin nec. EMy Hy>KHO 6b1710 B JIOroBO, B CaMbll LLeHTpP, Aabbl nnaH
OCYyLLEeCTBUJICA HaBepHsKa. YooK He NpocTo 0b6s3aH ymepeTb, ero A0J/IKHbI
pa3opBaTb Ha YacTu, MPUYNHUNB KaK MOXHO Bonblie 6onn. N Tak xxanb, 4To Copmnany
He CY>XOEHO 3TOro yBnaeTb. 3T0 6b1s10 6bl CaMoO C/laAKon MeCcTbto. Ho niaHbl
Anopsiopa He gonyckasau CToJb MMKAHTHOrO Hacna>KaeHnda. 4YTo X, pagu uesam MoXXHo
MOCTYNNTbCA ManbiM. A 3aTeM obpecTun ropasno 6onbLue.

HeoxxnpaHHo xxepebeL, BbICKOYM Ha MPOCTOPHYO KPYTay NOSASHY, OKPY>XXEHHYIO CO
BCEX CTOPOH HernpoxoanmMoun Yawen. BcagHnk pe3ko HaTaHy N yanna. KonT, owyTus
pe3kyto 60sb, 3arapuesan Ha MecTe. B Mepuatouwem ceeTe siyHbl Afloasniop pasrnsnen
TOYHO rnocepennHe LWMPOKNIN NNOCKUA KaMeHb, MOKPbITbIM UCMTAapUHOW 3eMnu, OT
KOTOPOW TOT TaUHCTBEHHO B1iecTen 1 Kasancsa 4YepHee, YeM caMm nec.

XKeCcTKO yCMexXHYBLLUWCb, OH CMYCTWUJICSA Ha 3eMJI0, KPEMNKO Aeprka yauna. dTa
CTPOMTMBAsA CKOTUHA MIHOBEHHO YAEPET, KaK TOJIbKO OLLYTUT XOTb HaMeK Ha
csobony. [lakxe caM OH owLyLulasn BOAYUNA AYX, UCXOL4AWMNA OT 3TOro MecTa. To, 4To
HY>XHO. /I nMNpoBM3MpOBaHHbINM anTapb nMeeTcs. BoT oHa, Mos xepTBa Tebe, Boaoa[l
- Boon - 6or »xun3Hu, boratcTBa, UCNONHEHUSA XenaHun. YTobbl CHUCKATb
61aroCKNIOHHOCTL Bora, nan NPUHOCUAN eMY KPOBaBYIO XXepTBY.], 3a NCNosHeHne
MEYTbl O XXN3HW, MOJIHON PafoCTn, pa3BaedyeHnin n nobsu.

My>XUYMHa OTKUHY TSXKENbIA OT CbIPOCTY Nall, M aKKypaTHO JIEBOW PYKOW BbIHYJT U3-
3a Na3yxu MaJieHbKUIA CBEPTOK. YAMBUTENbHO, HO pebeHoK cnan. [Ja)ke ANKas CKayka
no MpayHou Yawobe He HapyLInaa NMOKON MasieHbKOoro cyuiectsa. Ha 6nengHom
TOYEHOM NNLE MY>XYMHbI 3aX0OA4UN XenBakn. HeT, oH He coMmHeBascs. MpocTo Tak
BENIMKO ObIJI0 XKeNaHne CaMoMy OTOPBaTb 3Ty MaJIeHbKYIO rosIoBKY. HO OH gosixkeH
6bITb YNCT, MOCKOJIbKY B pa3rap Kakon-Hnbyab NbSAHKM 3aNpOCTO MOI NMOXBacTaTbCS



TeM, 4TO cOBCTBEHHOPYYHO OTBEPHY ronosy ybnoaky. N nyTb K nto68u 6611 6bl
3aKpbIT HAaBEYHO. DTOro Anogiop He Mor AONyCTUTb.

CnJIlOHYB B CTOPOHY, OH AE€PHYN KOHS 3a Y3/Lbl U, CTapasiCb NepellarnBaTh BbICOKYIO,
y>Ke MOKPYIO OT paHHel pockl TpaBy, HaNpaBuCs K YepHOMY KaMHio. CKOpo
paccBeTEeT, HY>XKHO CNelnTb.

- MpocTu, TBapb, - XMbIKHYJ1 My>X4MHA, aKKYpPaTHO BOAPY>Kasi CBEPTOK Ha MOKPbIW
KaMeHb. - [powaHue byaeT CKOpbIM, MHE elle Hado 3aKOHYNUTb Aesia C TBOUM
nano4ykon!

Ewe pa3 cnioHyB, OH BCKOYWJ1 B CE€AJ10 N BOH3WJI LUNOPLI B U TaK U3PaHEHHbIe boka
KonTa. )Kepe6eu, 3ap>KalJi, BCTalJl Ha Abibbl 1, 4y A 6J'II/I3Kle OMacHOCTb, N30 BCEX CBONX
OCTaBLUIUNXCA CLJ1 METHYJICA B CTOPOHY AOMa.

Ewe nonyaca 6ewweHon ckaykn. Noxoxxe, KOHb MPOAEPXKMUTCA HEQONTr0, HO ANoAop
He waaun ero, 6e3 KoHUa BCakmBas Wwnopbl. Hu4ero, ckopo y Hero bynet TabyH
TaKUX KpacaBLEB, N KaXAbl AeHb OH OyaeT pewaTb, KOro U3 HUX 0CHaCT/IMBUTb
4yecTblo 6bITb NOA €ero ceanoM.

Kak My>XX4MHa 1 oxxunan, xepebel o4eHb CKOPO PyXHyn HazeMb. CTpax n beleHas
CKayka caenanu ceoe aeno. CrpbirHyB B MNOC/AeAHUA MOMEHT nepen TeM, Kak TyLla
KOHS KOCHeTCA 3eMau, ANoanop JIOBKO NPM3eMINCSA U BbICTPO OTKATUIICA B CTOPOHY.
BcTaB 1 OTPSAXHYBLUUCH, OH YBUAES, YHTO HaX0QUTCSA Kak pa3 Ha bepery Opu. Ton
MaJIEHbKOW peyvyLlKK, YTO NpoTeKaeT OKOJI0 3aMKa ero bpaTa. A 3Ha4YMT TalHbIN Xo[4 B
KPernoCcTHOW CTeHe, FAe OH YCJIOBUJICS O BCTPeYe C BEPHbIMU eMy NoAbMU, FAe-To
Helaneko. BcagHWK XXeCTKO yCMexHyJics. 3aMedaTesibHO, CKOTMHA Npoaep Kasnach
BMOJIHE AOCTAaTO4YHO. A fanblue MOXXHO U 6e3 KOoHS...

KonT xpunen, rpyab ero B3AbiManacb pbiBKamMmu. Hago 6bl MPUKOHYMTL ero, 4Tob He
My4YUnACS, HO ANOAIOP HE MOI MOTEepPATb HU CeKyHAbI. MnaH 6bln1 NpocynTaH 4o
MesioYen, N KOHIO NpUAEeTCsa CA0OXHYTb caMomy, 6e3 noMoLm Xo3amHa.

My>X4YMHa OTCTErHyN y>Ke HaCKBO3b MPOMOKLLWIA NaaLl. TOT BoAOMNaAoM 06pyLLINACS Ha
3eMJII0 PSAO0M C YMUPAIOLLINUM XXUBOTHBIM. Y CTEHbI 3aMKa »anoCb HECKOJIbKO TEMHbIX
duryp, n Anognop 6bICTPbIM LIAroM HAMPaBUICSA K HUM,



- Bbl BbINOAHWAM NPUKa3? - CTPOro CAPOCUIT OH HEBLICOKOI O, MO CPAaBHEHUIO C HUM,
KOpeHacToro 4yesoBeka B QOpPMeHHON oaexae.

- Oa, munopa, - nogoboCcTpacTHO OTBETUA TOT, crnbasicb B MOKJIOHE. - YTO C Hen
nenaTtb?

- bpocbTe B peky, - oTMaxHysnca Anogsop. - U HemeaneHHo NpucTynanTe Ko BTOPOW
4acTu njaHa.

BOVH CypOBO KMBHY 1 Mogan 3Hak CyTHUKaM. HeckonbKo YyenoBek 6pocmnmnch B
YyepHyto Lenb Npoxona. A ABOe OCTaBLUUXCHA MOAHSAIN C 3€MAIN CBA3AHHYIO MO pyKaM 1
HOraMm XXEeHLLNHY C MeLKOM Ha rosioBe. OHa Mbl4ana, NbiITasCb KpUYaTb, N OTHAAHHO
conpoTuBnsnack. He obpawas BHAMaHUA Ha ee MOoMbITKX, 3aroBOPLLNKM BTaLLUAN
XKEHLLMHY Ha MOCT U CNUXHYJIN B TEMHOTY BoAbl. OXXngaemMbini AioglopoM BCrsieck
6b1/1 NepeKpbIT CTPALLHbIM B3PbIBOM MO TY CTOPOHY KPEMNOCTHOM CTeHbl. OH MaxHyn
PYKOW BOUHY M ABYM €ro nog4MHeHHbIM, Te BbICTPO ncyesnm Bcseq 3a CO3HNKaMN.
Yepes MUHYTY TEMHbIN NPOXOA UCYe3, CJIOBHO €ro TYyT HMKOoraa un He 6b110, a Kpenkas
lWepLwaBas cTeHa Bcerga 6bi1a MOHOIMTHA U HEMPUCTYMHa.

B HacTynueLLen TULWLNHE NOCAbILAICSA CTOH CO CTOPOHbI MOCTa. XeHLMHA C MELLKOM
Ha roJsloBe UCNyraHHO CXKaJjlaCb B KOMOYEK, He 3Had, YN TN Te XXeCToKue Atamn, 41o
n3bunun ee, Hagpyranmco n 6pocnnam ymmpaTtb. Bopyr To, 4TO e NOBE3/10 3aLennTbCs
OCTaTKaMu KOpCeTa 3a KJUH, TopYalinin n3 6banku, nogoep>xmBatoLen MocT - NLb
aroHus, Hebonblasa oTCpoyka cMepTn? Ho BCe BbiN10 TUXO. XKeHLWmHa ocmMenena u,
CTapascb He obpallaTb BHUMaAHNA Ha NybCUPYOLWY 6071610 KPOBOTOYALLLYHO
uapanuHy B BOKY, OCTaB/IEHHYIO OCTPbIM KOJIOM, NOMbliTasacb N36aBUTbCA OT MyT.
YyTb He Tepss Co3HaHWe, OHa cogpasia C KUCTEeW BEPEBKY, HE BUOSA HELUMPOKNE
MOJIOCKWN KOXXWN Ha BOJIOKHaX, KOTOPbIMU 3anaaTuna 3a ceobony. He 3Hasi, HACKONbLKO
BbICOKO BUCUT U KaK L0JIF0 NPOLEPXKNTCA KOPCEeT, CKaslacb OT yXKaca. Bagpornys,
nocneLwHo oulynasa y3esn Ha wee. BO3SMOXXHO, BpeMeHU COBCEM MalJlo.

ToponanBo copBaB MeLLOK C rosoBbl, UCMyraHHO ornagenack. Ha 6epery, xBana
6oram, He 6bIJI0 HUKOro. HO 3a KPEMNOCTHOW CTEHOW pa3faBasiNCh XXYTKUE KPUKK U
HEMOHSTHLIN LWyM, a B HebGe pacLBeTaso 3apeBo NoxXkapa, CMELLMBAACh C YTPEHHUM
npocBeT/ieHMeM Ha Hebe. Cepaeyko XEeHLLUWHbI 3acTy4ano euie bbicTpee, XoTs
CEeKYH[IY Ha3a/ Ka3aocCb, YTO OHO N TaK CKOPO BbIMPbIFHET U3 FPyAW.



Jlomas HOrTn, oOHa NocTapaniacb 6bICTPO pacnyTaTb HOrK. TKaHb pa3opBaHHOIO
KopceTa chaBaslaCb KJMHY pbiBKaMU1, N Ka)K40e MrHOBEHMe rpo3nna bpocnTb ee B
ny4yunHy. Bogbl Ynnea He 60osnacb, NMOCKOIbKY XOPOLLO MJjiaBasa C geTcTea. Ho
KynaTbcs B Opu CO CnyTaHHbIMU HOraMmu 6bIN10 KpanHen cTeneHblo bespaccyacTsa...
XOTS NaaBaTb B 3TOW MaJIeHbKOW, HO ONACHOW peyvyLllKe, C MepeMEHYMBbLIM OHOM,
ObICTPbIM TE€4YEeHNEM 1 OCTPbIMU BanyHaMu 6bi10 Bcerga 6e3paccyacTtBoM: 4To 6e3
nyT, 4TO B NyTaxX. BnpoyemMm, nocne TosIbKO YTO NEPEXUTOro y>xKaca BoAa €e NoYTU He
nyrana.

TKaHb yrpoxxatoLle 3aTpeLtana, KJauH nNpoaosikKasa npornapbiBaTb HEXHYIO KOXY
XXEHLWNHbI. Ta 06enmMun pykamMm cxxasla poT, CUNACh CAePXaTbCs U He 3aKpu4vaTb OT
6onn. En ocTtaBanochb TOJNIbLKO XOaTb KOHLA MeOIeHHON NbITKU: KOrga TKaHb
OKOHYaTeNIbHO COACTCH, U KJIMH OTNYCTUT ee U3My4yeHHoe Teso B sieasHble Boabl Opu.
Nnun )xe pUCKHYTb 1 NOMNbITaTbCA Bbl1I€3TU Ha MOCT? bosack ynacTb, YnnBa OCTOPOXKHO
packadasnacb 1 NonbiTasaCb YXBAaTUTLCA 3a KJIMH - TOT NOCTOAHHO BbiCKakKuBas U3
pykK. Nepuoanyveckn Tepas cosHaHue oT 6onm n ctpaxa, oHa npobosana cHoBa n
CHoOBa. W/l BOT, KOrga rno4Tun ynanocb N3BepHYTbCH, 00XBaTUB NasibLLaMn KOJHOYYIO
hepeBsLWKY, 3aBA3KM KOpca)ka He Bblaep>xanun. CKIn3Kasa gepeBslka onsaTb
BbICKOJIb3HY1a.

Peka Cc yTpoOHbIM 3BYKOM MOrjoTuaa OKpOBaBJIEHHOE Teso, HO YniBa NocneLwHo
M30rHyslacb U Cpa3y BbiHbIPHYJ1a Ha NMOBEpPXHOCTb. OHa 3Hana: CTOUT TOJIbKO
noadaTbCs peke, U Ta NOTaWUT BHU3 MO OCTPbLIM FPaHAM KaMHen, 06e30BMXNT
nensiHblM X0J/1040M KOHEeYHOCTU. M 3a napy MUHYT BCe byaeT KOH4YeHO. XKeHunHa
3HeprunyHo, cobpas nocnegHme cubl, Nonsabiia K bepery, 6n1aro peyvylika y3eHbKas.
NMapa MeTPOB M OHa Y>Xe LenaseTcs 3a rmbkne KyCcTbl Npubpe>XXxHOro KycTapHuKa,
CTapasiCb NOCKoOpee BbiTAalLNTb U3 BOObl KOYEHelow e Horu.

Oka3aBLUMCb Ha MOKPOW OT pockl TpaBe, Yunea ynana 6e3 cun. Ho cnoxBaTUBLIKCH,
BHOBb BCKOYMUJIa: HAaZlo OCMOTPETb paHy! Taxesble OT BOAbl OOKN HEMPUATHO JINMJIN K
3aMep3lueMy Teny. XaJlkue ocTaTKu Kopcaka obHaxXkanm Topc NoYTu A0 nosca.
B34porHyB, oHa rnocTapajiacb OTOrHaTb CTPALUHbIE BOCMOMUWHAHUSA, CHOBA U CHOBA
MeJibKaBLUWEe Nnepej rnasaMun: MeLLIOK Ha roJioBe, My>»XCKue pyku Ha Tene... Cenyac
Ba>XHO BbDKUTb W NOMbITaTbCA CNACTV CaMOe A0POroe B XXWU3HU CyLLecTBo. Ecnu
KOHEYHO elle He rno3aHo. OT 3Toro nogoHKa ANoa10pa BCEro MOXKHO OXXUATh.

CopBaB OCTAaTKM KOpPCaxka, XXEeHLLMHa nocTapajacb owynaTb paHy Ha CNnHe.
Copaporascb oT 60am 1 cTpaxa, owyTwsa NoA4 JIEBOM JIONAaTKOW pBaHbLIN NMopes, eaBa
He goxoasawmnm ao nosica. Ho Tyt ke c obnervyeHuem B3goxHyna. PaHa okasanacb



COBCEM Hernybokon, X0Tb N HENPUATHOW. CHAB BCE HMXHME 0OKK 1N NOPBaAB UX Ha
LUMPOKKME NeHTbl, Ynnea cTapaTenbHO obMoTana Topc, caenaB cpasy ABa Aena: U paHy
nepess3ana, U rpydb NpPMKpbIIa. Xonon4 BoAbl COCY>XU XOPOLLYO CNyX0by, XXeHWMmnHa
NoYTK He ollyuwana 6onu, NWb HENPUATHOE NMOKaJibiBaHME.

Yunea c TpyaoMm BCTana. B ogHon BepxHen tobke, 6e3 Kopcaxka, C rofaibiMn naevyamm n
>XMBOTOM, OHa MNoYyBCTBOBasia cebs nagLlen )xeHwmHon. Ho cenvac He 40 NPUANYURA.
YT0 >Xe Mmunopa Mor caenaTb € pebeHKOM? YOUTb nam cxedb Mor Obl N He ye3)Kas,
3HA4YUT BCe ropasfo cnoxHee. EAMHCTBEHHOE, YTO OHa Chblllana, Korga Hageam Ha
roJIOBY MeLUOK, 3TO Kak 3axBaT4uKy rosopuan npo Bonyun nec. Tyna Aob6poBOSIbHO He
CYHYCA 6bl HM OAMH 34PaBOMbICNAWMNIN YesIOBEK, HO MUJIOPA, HUKOr4a He oTJIn4Yancs
30paBblM YMOM. HO ga)ke Anogiop newwKoMm B sieCc HX 3a 4To 6bl He nowen. Ho Kyaa oH
nen KoHa? Youn?

Ynnea 3aaymumBo 6pena BAOMb PEKU, CTapasiCb He obpalllaTb BHUMaHWS Ha 3apeBo
no>kapa. 4Yto 66l He NPONCXOANIO B 3aMKe, CaMoe CTpaLlHOe AJ1S MOJIOAO0N XKEeHLNHbI
y>Xe MpUKIYnIocs 34eck, Ha bepery Opw.

BHe3anHo CNOTKHYBLUNCbL, OHa yNaJla U UCNyraHHOo Npu>Xasacb K 3eMse, YyTKHYBLUUCb
JINLLOM B CbIPYIO TKaHb. MMnaw ncto4an Tepnkum 3anax My>XCKoro noTta. 3acKyamBe OoT
y>Kaca, XXeHLMHa NpUroToBusacb K cMepTu. Ho TyT ycibllana pBaHoe OblXaHue.
XKepebey Anognopa! Euie XXMBOW, HO B 0O4E€Hb MJIOXOM COCTOAHUW. YnnBa ornsaenach
n, ybeamBwmncb B TOM, 4TO MUopAaa PSAOM HET, TOPOMNJIMBO OCMOTpPEsia KOHHA,
MOCKOJIbKY 3HaNa, 4TO AenaTb. Ee oTew BCIO XU3Hb MPOCYXN Y X039MHaA Ha
KoHIoLWHe. ObTepeB Boka KonTa Cbipon TpaBOM, XEHLMNHA NPUKPbIJIa €ro MOKpPbIM
naawom mmnopaa.

- TONbKO BbDXKMBU. YMOIAO TeDSA, MUAbIRA, - WWenTaNla OHa, NMorja>KnBas MOLLHYIO LWeto
KonTta.

Anopnop n3swHo B36exxasn No CbIpo OT POCbl KAMEHHOW NeceHke. BHM3y ocTancs
XX[OaTb CypOBbI BONH. Ero BepHbI MOMOLLHMK pa3aaBas NoAYNHEHHBIM KOPOTKUE,
TOYHO sla cobakun, KOMaHAObl: «CeATb NAaHUKY, K KON0ALAM He NyCKaTb...».



Anonnop NEHMBO OCMOTPESICA Ha naowanke. LLnpokasa, NonykpyromM, ¢ NpucTynkamm
41151 060POHbI M OKPY>XEHHASA CKAN3KUMWU OT NOCTOSHHOW BNaru 3ybLuaMmn KpenocTHOM
CTEHbI, TOJIbKO Clofa Morsa BbinTu fobbida. Y>x ero noan o6 aTom no3aboTnnmce.
OcTanocb 3anacTUCb TepPreHnemM U HEMHOIo NoaoXXaaThb.

BHM3y uapwuna naHuka. NMogHAaTbLIE C NOCTENN MOoCpean HOYM CTPALLUHbIM CObbITUEM,
nonyogeTtblie NN MeTanancb No Bcemy asopy. Ho ntobble nonbITkn 06beaAnHUTL
YCUNSA U MOTYWNTb NOXap, TYT XKe JIOBKO NMpepbIBasnNCh ObICTPbIMU TEMHBLIMU
TeHAMU. AoANI0p C XKECTKON yCcMelKon Habntoaan 3a cyeTon, HO cepale ero He
Obl1/10 CNOKONHO. CANLWIKOM A0Ar0o ANNTCA oXXuaaHme. OH HUKoraa cebe He NPoOCTUT,
€eCcnn nocTpadaeT rnaBHoe cokposuule. To, 4yero Boxaenen 6osnblle BnacTn. XoTs
MPUATHbLIN AOMONHUTENbHbIN NOAAPOK B BUAE JIOMAaHOW IMHUN XapLCKOW KOPOHbI ero
BMOJIHe yCTpausas. Bce nnu Hnyero - nesus gypakos. Anoasiop npennovuTasn cBou -
BCe nN cpa3sy!

bawHsA, oxBa4eHHas rnJjamMeHeM, Tpelwlana U CToHasa, Kak OrpoOMHOe yHblJ10e CTapoe
yynosuuie. MHOroYMcsieHHble rna3a KaMeHHOro MOHCTpPa NoJibiXasln pBaHbIMU
KYyCKaMu FIpKOI7I MaTepun n BbiNnyCckKaJim HeCMeTHblIe CJie3bl OFHEHHbIX 6pb|3r.
HeHaCbITHOMY OrHIO y>Xe MOJIHOCTbIO cAaslaCb OCTPOKOHEYHass MaKOBKa, U TOT C
KaaAHOCTbIO 3a6|/|panc;| BCe Bbille B HebO, CTapasdaACb 3aTMUTb CBOWM TblJIOM
Ha4YMHaOLWMNINCS pacceeT. BennyectseHHOE 1 y>XacHoe 3penunLle 3aBopa)KmMBaso...

CnoxBaTMBLLUUCh, My>X4MHaA NOCMELLUHO pa30pBas Ha rPyan MOKPYH 04eXay B KJ1I0YbS
N U3Ma3as MU0 3apaHee NpunaceHHom caxken. N BoBpemMsi. EAMHCTBEHHAs ABEpPb,
BeAyLlas C njolwaakn B 6allHo, pacrnaxHynach, Bbinyckas kKaybbl YepHoro AbiMa. 13
Hee, NoLaTbIBasACh N HecnpecTaHHO KalufsAs, MOYTU BbiNas BbICOKUIA Xy N0 YesIOBeK.
Hekorpna 6enocHe)xxHasi n 6oraTo yKpalleHHasi 30/10TbIM LUMTbEM U MYyroBULAMU U3
CaMoOLIBETHbIX KaMHel pybaxa bbina ycesiHa TEMHbIMU KNSIKCaMuy nenaa u 4yTb
nepennBanachk B fi3blkax NinaMeHn. Ha 6ptokax B panioHe 6enpa 3usna 6onbluas gbipa,
OTKpPbIBasi B30pYy pBaHyto paHy. Covallasics TeEMHas KPOBb ANKUM pyYbeM Haxonuna
cebe popory. OHa TO CKpbIBajslacb B CKJIaAKax oAexAbl, TO BblHbIPWBAA, U CTEKaNa
Mo WMKONOTKE U BOCbIM CTYMHAM Ha XONI0AHble KaMHU. My)X4YnHa efiBa Aep>Xaics Ha
Horax. OH LWarHyJs Brepen, HO He YAEep»XaJsics U PyXHY Ha KoneHu. Mpun 3ToM oH
BCSAYeCKM cTapascs ybepeyb AparoLeHHYyo HoLly.

KpacuBas n o4eHb 61egHass TEMHOBOJ10CAs XeHLWMHa C OFPOMHbIMU r1a3amMu LiBeTa
HOYHOro Heba UcnyraHHoO Lenssnach 3a Wek CBOero crnacutens AJIMHHbIMU TOHKUMU
nanbuamMun. boraTto ykpalweHHoe naaTbe useTa nHAnUro 601Tanocb Ha U3ALLHOM Tene
XKEHLWWHBI, 6bIN0 ABHO €1 BEJIMKO U He cnafano ToNbkKo bnarogapsa 3aTeninBomy



30J10TOMY MNOACKY, 4TO 06xXBaTbIBas CTPOMHbLIN CTaH Mo rpynbo.

- AwnT4a... - becnpecTtaHHO NOBTOPSAa OHa. - [Ae Moe anTa?

Anopgnop nocnewHo MeTHYJICA K Napo4ke, 6epe>KHo nepeHnmmasa xeJlaHHyr HOLWY Y
cBoero 6paTa. ToT, efBa OTKALWIMBAACH, MOMbITANICA BCTAaTb C KOJIEH.

- Anop, - ycnbllwae obpauieHmne, MUIopA YyTb CKpUBUACSA. EMy HUKOrga He HpaBuI0Ch
COKpalleHHoe nMms, - Tbl 3Haelb, 4TO nNpoucxoanT? MNnamsa CANWKOM BbICTPO
oxBaTW0 BawH! 3To ABHLIN Nog)xor! 'oe cTpaXka, Kyha BCe nogeBanuncb? 4 ¢
TPyAOOM Hallen Bbixod, 4Tobbl BbiIHECTU MureH. OHa ewle o4eHb cnaba nocse poaos.
PebeHok! YTo c pebeHkom? I'ae Ynnea?!

- AnT4a, - cnabo npowenTana Ha yXo Muaopay no4Tu Tepsawolwas co3HaHne MureH, -
roe moe onTa?

- 9 Bnaen, kak Ynnea crnpbirHysa Co CTeHbl 1 MonaJjia B peky, - r1yXxo 1, CTapascb He
CMOTPEeTb B MOJIHbIE C/1I€3 TEMHbIE 1a3a XapLuecchl, nporosopun Anoasnop. - 4
NblTasICA CNACTU HECYACTHYIO, HO CaM efie BbIMJbli.

MureH cnabo BCKpUKHYa 1 BLENWAACb ANMHHBIMU YXOXKEHHBIMU HOFTSIMU B OCTaTKM
omexabl 6bpaTa xapua. ToT, NowaTbIBasACb OT YCTanoCTW, 3aMep 1 nobnegHen ewe
6onblie. Anognop, HaclagMBLUUCL FTOpeM poauTens, NpoaoJKUA, NpeaBapuTenbHO
OTKALWNABLINC. 10 nereHae OH TOJIbKO YTO BbILES U3 CaMOW XON0OHOW peyku B
oKpyre.

- Ho pebeHka npun Hen He BbINO.

- CopumaH! - B y>Kace BCKpUKHyfia MureH u, BbipBaBLUNCL U3 06bATUI Anogsiopa,
METHYJlaCb B CTOPOHY KJIyBOB AbiMa, UCTOPraeMblX pacnaxHyTon ABEPbIO.

Ho, enBa caoenaB napy LWaroe, pacTepssa »aJlkne oCcTaTKu CUS1 1, MOKaYHYBLLUCH,
PYXHyna Ha KaMHWU. BpaTbs 6pocnnncb K 6€CHyBCTBEHHOW XKEHLLMHE 0AHOBPEMEHHO,
Ho AnopnJsiop oka3sasicsl bbicTpee. OH 6epe)XHO NOAHSA C XO/I04HOMO NoJsia erkoe Teso
MureH n ornaHyncsa Ha 6alwHto, Npm3biBas bpaTa 06paTUTb BHMMaHME Ha TO, 4TO
BJIAaCTb OMHS CKOPO 3aBEPLUNT CBOE »XapKoe Aeso.



9Toro y>xxe n He notpeboBanocb. CopmaH OTKUHY C 6eaHOro nnua cynpyru TeMHble
npsaun BosoC, 4Tobbl MoLEesioBaTb 3aKpbITble ra3a, HoO ANIo4JI0p HE yAep»Xaicsa U
OTCTYnuA Ha war. OH He Xenan gaBaTb 6paTy 3Ty BO3MOXXHOCTb. Ternepb 3Ta
>KEHLLMHA ToNbKo ero! CnoxBaTMBLLUNCL, OH TYT >Ke WarHysa obpaTHO, MOCKOJ/IbKY He
MOr OOMNYCTUTb CPbIBa MJlaHa Cceyac, Korga BCe y)Ke L0 K KOHLY. XapL He obpaTun
Ha 3TOT MaHeBp 0coboro BHUMAHUSA, PELLNB, YTO TOT NPOCTO NokayvHyncs. CopunaH
cepbe3Ho nocMoTpen Ha bpaTa:

- Anop... obewan mMHe....

TOT 4yTb He B3BblJ1 OT BoCcTopra. Nonanca! Nasan, reponcteymn, Tupmsa byaetT NnOMHUTb
Tebsa, nobpoBOSBLHO NoweaLero B OroHb, 4Tobbl yCTynnTb emy, AnogJsopy, Bce To,
yero OH Tak [0JIro BoXaenen.

- Bce, 4TO yrogHo, - ¢ Tpy40OM BblAOXHYJ1 Anoasiop, CTapasCb CKPbITb CBOE
NINKOBaHMe.

- Mo3aboTbCcs 0 HEN, - XapL, CKasl 6e3BoJIbHYI0 PYKY XXEHLIMHbI U NPUSbHYN r'y6aMn K
6e/10CHEXXHOWN KOXe.

3aKpbIB rnasa, OH YTO-TO HeC/bILWHO NpowenTan u, 6osck NnepegymaTb, Bpocnncs B
4yepHbIN Npoem ABepu. Yepes cekyHay XyOoLLaByo Urypy MOraoTUAM XaHble Knybbl
ObiMa. ballHs cToHana 1 Tpellana, Kak XXNBoe CyLLEeCcTBO OT 6011, 4TO NPUYUHSNIO0 el
>KaOHoe njamMs CBOUM HEeYTOJIMMbIM rof1oA0M. KMHYB B3rnsa BHU3 Ha IeCTHULY,
Anognop yBuaen aBa pacnpocTtepTbix Tena. MupT, nepsblil opd Npu Xapue, CMOTPE
B He6O CTEKNSAHHbIMU rNa3aMun, OTKUHYB FOJIOBY M OTKpPbIBasi B3opy Anoaiopa
KPOBaBYO yNblbKY OT yxa A0 yxa. JInuo BToporo 6b1s10 CNAOWHBIM MECUBOM,
PAaCKpPOEeHHOe MeTKMM nonajgaHneM KaMHs. HepcT, Kak Bcerga MpayHbli, CTOSN Ha
CTpaXke CMOKOWCTBUS CBOEro rocrnoanHa. HUKTo He NpoiaeT HaBepXx paHbLUe, YEM
3aX04eT HOBbIN XapL! BepHblt NOMOLLHUK Oblf1 TOTOB Ha BCe, ybnBaTb BOMHOB,
XKEHLLUMH, AeTeN... Nnwb Obl TONIbKO He 0bopadnBaTbCs Ha X03AKHa. Ewe y cTeHbl oH
CHOBa 3amMeTun cepebpuncToe MepuaHue BOKPYr rosoBbl Anognopa. [lpesHue
cyeBepus - 3TO eAUHCTBEHHOE, YTO MOIJ10 HamnyraTbk CTApoOro BOMHa.

NMaHUKa U KPUKKM yxKaca ycnaxganm cnyx. Bce 6onbwe n 6onblie Hapona
CKananeasioCb Ha nJowanmn. Ho y)xe HUKTO He MbiTasca TYLWNUTb noxxap. Jliogn
3aBOPOXXEHHO CMOTPENN Ha OrPOMHbIN hakes, 06baABLLIMIA FaBHYyo balwHo. U BOT
CJIy4MJI0Cb TO, Yero BCe CO CTPaxoM oXxuganun. Paspancsa CcTpallHbI TPecK u



OrPOMHbIN OFHEHHbIN KYNoJ, KOTOPbIA Hekorga bl Kpacneenwen gepeBsiHHON
MaKoBKOW BallHW, NpoBaanACa BHYTPb, BbibpacbiBasa B cBeTAetoLee HeBO CHOMbI UCKP.

- Na npumyT Tebsa 6oru, 6paT, - ycmexHynca Anognop.

OH, KaK HOBbIN XapL Jo/hkeH Bbln oTAaTh pacnops)xeHus. 1 nepsbiM Obls1 CyXon
KMBOK HepcTy. MNycTb ybepyT Tpynbl. Bce cnegbl A0/KHbI 6bITb TWATEIbHO
YHUYTOXEHbI. A NOTOM Tya »Xe& NCYE3HYT HAaeMHUKK, YK Ha HepcTa MOXXHO 6bls10
MONOXXUTbCA. HUKTO He y3HaeT 0 TOM, 4TO Ha CaMOM [eJsie Npou3oLso. BUHOBHbIX OH
HanOeT N HaKaXXeT, N HEBA>XKHO B 4eM OHM 6yayT BUHOBHbI. CNIOBO XapLa - 3aKOH.

XBana 6oram, ero HoBble BIAAEHUS NOYTW HE NOCTPaOaan, NMiaH yaasnacs Ha cnasy. A
6awHo Anoanop oTCTPOUT MO CBOEMY BKYCY.

- CopuaH, - npowenTana becyyBcTBeHHasa MureH.

Anopnop ckpusuncsa. Kak gonro oHa byget nomHuTb 6pata? Hago 3anactuck
TeprneHneMm 1 oH 3aBotoeT /lobOBb CEBEPHON KpacaBuLbl.

- Tuwe, TUWe, - NPOLUENTa HOBbIN XapL, Ha YLLIKO XXKEHLIMHE, HEXXHO Lienys ee
BUCOK, - BCe ByaeT xopoLuo...

TeMHOTY /leca UCKOPKaMM POCkbl TPOHYJ1a BECTHULLIA paccBeTa, - TULLIWHA, - NLb A1
TOro, 4Tobbl YBA3HYTb B HEXXHOW MArKOCTU TyMaHa. Bckope 3anenu, 3awebetann B
BETBSIX MOIy4YnX AepeBbEB MaJieHbKMe cepble NTalku. OHM NPU3biBaan NEPBbIE Ny4YK
COJIHLLA 03apUTb 3TY 3eMJ1t0, pa30orHaTb pa3MbiTbie TEHWU, MPUTAUBLLUNECS B KYCTax.
Jlec o)xmBasn, rotToBsCb K HOBOMY AHI0, NosiHOMYy 6e33ab0THOM pagocTu, KOTopas
npucyLa BCeM ero obntaTtensm.

ManeHbKUn KOMOYeK Ha KaMHe 6eCcrnoKonHO BopoYyancsa. OH xoTen ecTb. N1 emy 6b110
X0N04HO. Ho noka elle Tepnen, Bblpa>kasd He40BOJIbCTBO JIULWb CONEHNEM N TUXNM
nonnckneaHueM. JltobonbiTHas 6enka cripbirHysaa ¢ gepesa u 6biICTpo noabexkana K
KaMHIO, BbITArMBas BEPTJ/IABYIO NONOBKY. HO Ha KaMeHb BCKOYUTb He peLwinnach. B
cnepylouiee MrHOBeHMEe OHa YNPKHYJ1a OCTPOKOHEYHbIMIN YLLIKaMW B CTOPOHY Jieca u
MeTHyJ/1lacb 06paTHO, B CNacUTesIbHYI0 KPOHY POAHOIro Aepesa.



TUX1 WOPOX, e4Ba OTJIMYMMbINA OT JIEFKOro BeTepKa, NMPOCHYBLUErocs 3a MU 4o
BOCX0Ja, BblgaNn Ybe-To NnpubanxxeHme. O3apeHHbIn NepBbIMU Jly4aMun COHLA, Ha
NOJISAHY CTYNMA BOJIK. HO 3a BOJIKa €ro MOXXHO 6bI10 MPUHATbL TOJIBKO Ha NEpPBLIN
B3rnaA. CIMWKOM BbICOKMIA, C U3NTNLIHE OJIMHHBIMU KOHEYHOCTSAMU U
HEeMpPoOMoOpLUMOHaJIbHLIM TENIOM, OH CKOpee HanoMMHaN PUCYHOK, YEM XKMBOIO BOJIKA.
N306parkeHne, COTBOPEHHOE YE€JIOBEKOM, KOTOPLI BMepBble YBUAEN XULLHNKA U 04eHb
CUNbHO ncnyrancs. B cywecTtBe Bce 6b110 NpeyBeNYeHO. Y3KMe Wenm CTpaHHbIX
APKO-CUHUX F1a3 CBepPKaJin KpacHbIM 3padykoM. Cefas nosioca ykpalaia AJINHHYIO,
MOLLHYIO 4eoCTb. 3Bepb NoAeprmeas HOCOM N NpUNoOAHUMan BEPXHIO ryby B HEMOM
pblYaHUN, HE CKPbIBasA 4yOOBULLHO-AJIMHHBLIX U OCTPbIX XXeNnTbix 3yb6oB. Cepas wepcTb
B3Abl6/1€Ha KN10YbSIMU, B KOTOPbIX CEpebpnancb HUTK NepPBbIX TYYMKOB pacCcBeTa.

3BEepb HEMHOIO NOCTOS Ha rpaHuMLe NonsHbl, 6yATO COMHEBAsAChb, YTO AeNnaTb
Aanblie. I3 MpuoTKPbITON NAacT Ha MOKPYIO TPaBy MEPHO Nafasn Kanjan TAryyen
C/IIOHbI. [TOTOM MArKO WarHya K KamMHio, OCTOPOXXHO MNPUIrHYB FOMI0BY K 3emMie. OunTs,
CJZIOBHO MOYYysB PSAAOM XXMBOE CYLLECTBO, PELLUNJIO BbICKa3aTb MUPY BCE, YTO
HAKOMWUIOCh 3a Yacbl HEMOABUXXHOI0 NPebbiBaHNA B MOKPbIX MefeHKax Ha X0J104HOM
KaMHe. [pOMKNIA peB NPOKaTWU/CA Mo Necy, BCNyrmBas CTaku Ntuy,. Bonk HegoBosbHO
NPWV>Kan YW N r1yXxo 3apblva, NOCKOIbKY TEPNETb HE MOl Pe3KUX 3BYKOB.

- YTo, pewwns 4yenoBe4YNHKN oTBeAaTb? - eXMAHO 0CBEAOMWUIICA BbICOKMI MOI0A0MN
YeJ10BEK B MPOCTbIX XOJILLOBbIX 6p+0Kax.

OH CTOAA, NPUCTIOHUBLINCH K MOLWHOMY AyDy warax B 4ecsaTn no3ann BosKa,
CKPEeCTUB PYKN Ha MOLLLIHON OBHa>XeHHOM rpyaun 1 NOCTYKMBas NO MOKPOW 3emie
B6ocon NATKON. Becenble NCKOPKK B 3e/eHbIX rNa3ax pa3aparkasam Bosika. OH pbIpKHYN
N NOTPSAC rOJIOBOW.

- Hy ga, - nog4epKHYTO CEpbEe3HO KUBHYJ1 MOJIOO0N YenoBek, - oT pebeHKa ABHO
xoTenn n3baBnTbCs, HO 3TO HE MOBOA HapywaTb Tpaauunn. Mbel He Bripase
NPOTUBUTLCA BOJle BOroB. [TOTOMOK M MOAKNAbILW poAa WaKTu UM 3TO NPOCTO
yenopeyecknm pebeHoK, OH HaXoAUTCA Ha anTape, a 3HAa4YUT, OH Nong,
MOKPOBUTENLCTBOM HBOros.

3Bepb cesl v 03ajavYeHHO rnoyecasn 3agHen narnon 3a yxom.

- B cMbiCne? - yamBumuncs 4enosek. - Tbl yBepeH?



Bonk obuxeHHO oTBEpPHY Mopay. PebeHoK, ycbillaB YenoBe4Yeckyo peydb, YyTb
NPUTUX, HO NULLb ONSA Toro, 4Tobbl cobpaTb CUbI U ApPYE BbiPa3nUTb B3POC/bIM CBOE
He[0BOJIbCTBO.

My>X4MHa pacTepsaHHO MOPrHYJI:

- YX, ronocmnHal! Bce npaBuUIbHO - XeHLHa MOs14aTb He CTaHeT, He B ee npupoae...
BriepBble HaM noakuabiBaloT AeBo4YKYy. CTpaHHO... Korga n3baBnaaioTcsa OT JIMWWHEro
HacnenHukKa, NoOHATHO. HO AeBYOHKa-TO KOMY rnomewlana?

3Bepb 06pago0BaHHO BCKOYMIJT Ha Nanbl U 3aBUJISST XBOCTOM.

- HeT, 3TO He 3HA4YUT, YTO ee MOXXHO CbeCTb, - 0CaAuN ero 4YesioBek. Bonk noHypuics
n dblpkHYN. - Ewle xBana Jopocy, 4TO B HallM BNafleHUs HE CMET COBaTb HOC
XULHWKK, @ To Bbl ANTSA NABHO pacTep3asiv BOJIKU.

3Bepb Me4YTaTeJIbHO 3aKaTWJ1 IM1a3a n O6J'II/I3HyJ'ICFI.

- Boobuie cTpaHHO, Bpagec, - A3BUTE/IbHO NPOPOHUIT HYesI0BEK, - Thbl U3BECTHbIN
nobntenb XeHwmH! 4 He 3Han, 4To y Teba K HUM eLle U raCTPOHOMUYECKUN NHTepec.
N BoobLLe, XBaTUT WIKYPY NO KyCcTaM ApaTb, BO3BpaLancs!

Bosik, nOoCTOSAHHO Bypya, Npunan K 3emse, noweBesna 3agHNLEN, MPUHOPABINBASACH,
N NMepenpbIrHya Yyepe3 KaMeHb. B BO3ayxe OH yMyApWJICS NMepeKyBbIPHYTbCA, Kak
3amnpaBCKUIM LUMpPKaY, U Mo Ty CTOPOHY KaMHS NPU3EMINICS Ha ABE HOMM y)Ke He BOJIK,
a Monogon My>x4dmHa. OH 6bl1 Tak Xe BbICOK, HO elle 6bonee MyckynucT. NenenbHble
BOJ10Cbl COBpaHbl B XBOCT Ha 3aTblJIKe, OCTaBnsas cBOOOAHON NnLb ceayto Npsgb
DJINHHON Yenkun. 9pKo-CUHMe rna3a npoxXuranm cobecegHnka ykopoMm. Ha My>KuynHe
He 6bl10 HNYero.

- [a nagHo Tebe, - XMbIKHY 1 3esieHorna3sbin. - MOXKHO nogymaTb, g Teba nnwunn
€OWHCTBEHHOM PafoCTM B XU3HU... N y Tebs )enyaok pa3poccs Tak, 4TO 3aC/IOHWI
coboto coBecTb?

OH HarHysncs, 4Tobbl NOAHATL C 3€MJIN KYCOK X0JICTa, KOTOPLIN Bpocus B pyku
cobpaTa. Bpagec HegoBOJIbHO COMsl, HATAHYJ LUMPOKME BPOKN Ha AJINHHbIE
MYCKYJINCTbIE HOT W,



- Hy 3a4em Tebe neBka? - 6ypkHyn oH. - Kak 6yaTo B AepeBHe X HegocTaTok. Wan
peLuns CBOK BbIPpaCTUTL?

- bpaT, - neYyasbHO NoKa4as rosioBoM My>X4nHa, Kak byaTo COKpyLUIasiCb, YTO eMy
NPUXOANTCSA 0OBACHATL BELLW, U3BECTHbIe NtoboMy. - 3aKOH NpUayMaan 0ABHO, A0
MeHS 1 10 Tebs, N He B HalUKX NpaBuiax HapyLlaTbk TPaaAuLMmn NpenKos...

- [1a 3Hato, 3Hato, - HeJ0BOJIbHO NoMopLnica Bpagec. - Ho Congec, 4To Mbl C HEN
bynem genatb? YTo MOXeT AeBYOHKa? M BoobLe, BAPYT XXEHLWUHbI HEe CMOCO6HbI?..

- KTo 3HaeT, 6paT, - 3aa4yMyimBo nokadan rososon Conpgec. - A Boobuie - 3710
OT/INYHbIN crocob y3HaTb OTBET Ha TBOW BOMPOC.

- TONbKO Y>X 04eHb XJIONOTHbIN, - CHOBA CKPUBMWJICA CUHErNa3bli aT/NeT Mo HOBYIO
Tpesib MOKPOIro CBEPTOYKa Ha KaMHe.

N3qwHble nanbubl MacTepuubl-KONMHbI BbINYCKAT TOHKME HUTU cyaeb, KoTopble
NI0XKATCA Ha 3eMJ1I0 3aTeNIMBbIM PUCYHKOM U TYT Xe nonajatoT nof 6antenbsHoe OKo
Boona. XonoaHbln pacHeT Mopoca peXxeT CBepKaloLWyo Npsi>Ky Ha Kycku. B
nencTemax 6oros HeT XXeCTOKOCTU. Beab faake 6e3>KanocTHas CMepTb COTKaHa 13
nayTuHbl BbicLWen noben. Cnabble, orpaHUYeHHble yMbl JII04EN He B CUlaxX NOCTUYb
3aMbicen Hebec.

OpeBHIO, Kak MUP, fiereHay Nerkom AbIMKOW NOYTEeHUs OKYTbIBaeT N0ACKasa MOJIBa.
CepebpucTbii TyMaH CyeBepuin CKOBbIBaET cepaLla Jioaen cTpaxoM. YTo ecTb npaBaa,
a 4TO BbIMbICcen? Tonbko 6oru 3HatoT. Tonbko 6orm BnaAaT. Tosbko 60rm TBOPAT...

Cuna 60roB CKpbITa HENOCTUXKUMbIMN TaHaMN B poAay WaKTU. IMeHHO 3TOT pof
napwun mupy Benunkyto LLlakTmp - ConHeYyHyto Bon4uyy. NMoBenntenbHuuy, yctamm
KoTopown rosopunan 6oru, pykamm Kotopon 6orm TBOpuan CBOK BOJIIO, CEPALLE KOTOPOM
npuHaanexxano nnwb HebecaMm. Poa npoaoskancs. Manby4mkm CTaHOBUIUCH
BEJIMKUMMN BOUHAMMN CTaN N CAYXXWUAN Bennkon LLakTup. A A4eBOYKM NPOAOSIKANMN
CTapPWHHbLIA POA, HAaMOJIHAS CoCyn Tena cMupeHnem Bose Hebec. 13 NoKoneHns B
rnokoJsieHne nosaBasnacb HoBas LLlakTnp. ManeHbkasa geBoYkKa NpuUHMMana n3 pyk
MaTepun Cepaue KnaHa, papytouwee cuny 6oros.



OQHaKo B Mupe CTasin MOoSBASATLCS IIOAN, HaZleneHHble COGCTBEHHON cuoto. B Hapoae
NX MPO3Banun «JIOKKU». JIOKKN BEPEXXHO XPAaHWUIN Maruio, CTONeTUAMN HakKanauBas
KONOoBCKYt0 cuny. CTapasacb NpubAn3NTbLCS K BENUKON UCTUHE BbITUS, JTOKKK

MeyTanu obpecTun cuny, paBHyto 60>XKeCTBEHHOMN.

YT06bl HaNpaBnUTb PacTyLLYyO MOLWb Marmm Bo 6aaro mmpy, 6ormn nosenenu LLakTunp
6paTb B My>Xb Mara n3 poga JJOKKMU. HoO TO/IbKO YNCTOro AyXoM, Ybe cepaue He
TPOHYTO p>XaBYMHOW BNacTU. IMeHHO Ha Takoro ykaxxeT en Cepaue knaHa. LWaktump
KacaslaCb ajibiM KaMHeM rpyan nsbpaHHmka, n oH cTaHoBWUICS JIyHHbIM BOJIKOM. Mar
obpeTtan nmsa JIokk. A Takxe ocobyto cuny, BbiICLUMW NMOAAPOK BOroB - ynpaBnsATb
yMaMu nogen...

TeyeHne BpeMeHU pa3MbIBaio ciiefbl, OCTaBJ/IeHHble BoraMmm Ha KaMHAX Cyabbbl.
tOHag WakTup Bnobunacek. Mar, npegHadyepTaHHbIA e 6oramu, normb oT pyku
n3bpaHHMKa BOCCTaBLIeN BOA4YULbI. HO NMpu3pavyHoe cHacTbe paccesanocb Kak AbiM
Cpa3y nocJie Top>XeCTBEHHON nepefayun Benmkoro gapa. Hosbin JIOKK, Nosay4us
YHUKaNbHble CocobHOCTN, NOKa3a CBOe HacTosAlee nmuo. Marun Bcerga xxaxaanam
BJ1IaCTU: HEOrpaHW4YeHHON, Nnogasnsaowen. Takas n okasanacb B pykax JIOKka.

3eMna 3aCTOHaJsa OT CTPadaHNN, yMblJlaCb KPOBbIO MOKOPEHHbIX, MoYepHena oT
ropeyun cnes. LLakTup Hawna yTeweHne n 3almnTy OT My>Ka-TupaHa B 06bATUAX
BOMHA M3 cepoun CTan. XpynKnmn Mnp okasancs rnopg yrpo3on. XXecTokas rpbi3Hs
BOWHOB-BOJIKOB N MaroB-JIOKKW pa3aupasna 3emto. JIOKK npecsiegosa NOTOMKOB poa
WakKTKu, ybneasa nx ogHy 3a gpyron. Mar nckan Laktup. OBUKUMbIA HEHABUCTbLIO U
CTpeMieHneM OTOMCTUTb 3a NpefaTesibCTBO, OH HE OCTaHaBJIMBAJICSA HU Nepen YeM...

MNpenpaccBeTHas TULLWMHA NIETHEro sieCa 3aBopaXkmBasa. KoTa 3Hana u o4eHb nobuna
3Ty TUwKnHy. CKOpo noayeT BeTep, NPUBETCTBYSA paccBeT. TonbkKo BeTep. MNTuubl
MPOCHYTCHA MO3>Xe N HAMOJIHAT JieC TpessaMu, BoCrneBas nepsblie JIYYUKN COJIHbIWKA. Ho
00 3TOro CBOK MEeCHI0 CroeT OOUHOKWNIA BETEep, CNOET JIMCTbSIMU OePEBLEB U
wenectom Tpasbl. OH Tak XXe OAMHOK, KakK 1 KoTa. 1 oHa Ka)kabln pa3 C 3aMUpaHuem
cepaua xaana 3Ty yamBuTenbHyo Menoguto. [leBylwika yberana B 1eC Kaxxayt HOYb,
MoKa eule BCce cnanun, 4Tobbl HACNaANTLCHA CBOMM €ONHEHNEM C BETPOM, KOTOPbIN CTan
€N poAHbIM CyLecTBoM. M 4Tobbl NOTOM Cnaako nocnaTbk Ao obena, Nnokyaa obwimrHa
BbIMOJIHAET CBOU 3aHYOHble YyTPEHHMNE pUTyansbl.



Conpec nepBoe BpeMs pyrascs, HoO MOTOM TOJIbKO TS>XXeN10 B3AbiXasl, rsans, Kak oHa
BbIMOJI3a€T B NONAEHb U3 MajaTKKW, 3eBas N NOTArMBasCb. Ho 3To HM4ero, ropasao
TpyaHee 6b110 He obpallaTb BHUMAHMA Ha Npe3puTesibHoe CHUCXOXAeHne Bpageca.
BpaT IBHO OTHOCWJICS K HEN, Kak K HM3LWeMYy cyLlecTBy. W Hn4yero, COBCeM HMYEro He
CNoCO6HO 6bINO0 N3MEHUTL TaKOro oTHoweHns. OHa N30 BCeX CUJ CTapasacb YroAuTb,
eXXeHeBHO Monmnack 6oram, 6e3>xasoCcTHO TPEHMpPOBaJia CBOE TEJI0, OTHASAHHO
pBasacb B 6on... Ho yBbl, Bpageca HM4ero He Morao nNpoHATb. OH YNOPHO He 3ameyval
yCnexoB, HO CTOWJI0 TOJIbKO 3anJjlakaTb OT 60K nam ynacTb, He BblAep)KaB Beca
OpYXWNSA, KakK AeBYyLUKa Mojsyyasna NaBUHY Npe3peHns n HacMeLlek Co CTOpOoHbI BpaTa.

KoTa 3Hana npuyunHy. I gake nbiTanacb ee yCTpaHUTb. [leByllKa 3a4yM4MBO NpoBea
TOHKUMW NasibLUAMK NO LWPAMUKY Ha 0OHAa)KEHHOW rpyan. 3TO NPOU30LLIIO, Koraa en
NCNOJIHUNOCL AecsTh fieT. OHa BTaHe Me4YTasla, Korfa )XXe Yy Hee BblpacTeT Takas
LITYKa, Kak y bpaTbeBs, HO Teso npeaano KoTy U pacTy Havyaslo COBCEM B ApPYrunx
MecTax! DToro oHa He cMoria nepeXxnTb. Fpyab yBeNnyYMBanacb C KaXkablM AHEM, Ha
4yTO Bpanec HenpemeHHO obpallan Bceobuiee BHUMaHMe.

AIMeHHO Torna Yunea, ee KopMunamua, NnpuTawuia c 6asapa, Kyaa nHorga esauna 3a
npoayKTamu, nepsoe ypoaanBoe njaaTtbe. KoTa HUKOra He HageBasla HU4Yero
nono6bHoro. OHa BoobLle NpeanoyYMTana HUYEro He HOCUTb, Pa3Be YTO MPOCThIE
XOJILLLOBbIE BPIOKM, KaK BCe. A TYT MPULLIIOCh BTUCHYTbLCSA B HEBEPOSITHO Heya0bHYo
TPSNKY, KOTOpas BMUCEesia MELLKOM, CKPbIBasi TEN0 U CKOBbIBAs ABMXXEHUs. YnnBa
ybenunna neBoyKy, YTO rpyQib HAA0 OT BCEX CKPbIBATb, @ AJ1S 3TOM0 HY)XHO HOCUTb
nnatbe. KoTa 6b1J10 cMMpUAack, HO NOYTU Cpa3y XKe rnopBeaJsia NnjaTbe B HECKOJIbKMX
MecTax, NbITassiCb NPOCTO 3a/1e3Thb Ha AepeBo. K ToMy ke oHa HeNOBKO 3aLlenuniach
nonoJioM 3a BETKY 1, NnobapaxTaBLINCb B BO3AyXe, PyXHYJla BHU3, paclilapanas B
KPOBb JINLIO 1 Teno 6e3)XaNoCTHbIMU BETKaAMMU.

NMoToM O0Aro cuaena nog AepeBOM U nMaakasaa, pa3MasbiBas Mo OCTPOMY JINYUKY
cnesbl 1 KpoBb. M Torga npuwno peweHuve. MpocTtoe n co>XKHoe oaAHOBpeMEHHO. OHa
pelwmnTeNnbHO HanpaBuacb B CBOK HOpY. Hago Bce caenaTh oo obena, 4Tobbl HUKTO
He CMOr nomewaTb. IHorga, Korga oHa Npockinasa NongeHb, Bpagec npuxoaun
OyanTb aeBo4Ky. 3aboTonm TyT He naxso, bpaT C CAaaNCTCKUM yO0BOJIbCTBUEM
BblKaTblBaJ1 €€ U3 HOPbl MMHKaMWN, fa)Ke He NOTPYyAUBLUNCL pa3byanTb nepen 3TUM.

3anbiXxaBLWWCb, OHa BJIeTENa B HOPY 1, OLWYMbIBas HALWY B CTEHE, OTbICKasla OCTpPbI
HOXX. [lpo>ka oT B036y>xaeHMs, KoTa nNitoxHynacb Ha KOJIEHKN U NOAHEC1a X0N04Hoe
nesspue kK 6enon Koxxe. MeaneHHo, CTapasiCb HafaBUTb CUJIbHEE, AEBYLLIKa NpoBena
HO>XOM MO MpaBoun rpyaun. Bcs pelummocTb HeMenns ynetydunnacb. Kota oTaepHyna



HOXX N pacTepsAHHO CMOTpesa, Kak TeEMHbIe KarJy NpocavymBaroTCs U3 PaHKU n
CTeKalT BHU3 Ha OCTaTKM niaTbsa. HOoX BbiNas u3 ocnabeBlnx pyk, BCe BOKPYr CTasio
pacTekaTbCsa UBEeTHbIMM NATHaMn. O6bMopok. Kak HeHaBuaena KoTa 3TO COCTOsIHME,
OHO AO0Ka3bIBasio €e X)eHCKY cnabocTb. OTKMHYBLUMCH Ha CMUHY, AeBYyLIKa riyboko
Abllasia, CTapadacCb NOAaBUTb MPUCTYN OYPHOTHI.

Koroa npeaoMeTbl BOKPYr BHOBb NMpuobpenn cBou YeTkme nnHum, Kota nogHsnach u
CHOBa B35J1aCb 3a HOXX. HO y>Ke He TakK pewmnTeNnbHO, Kak B NepBbii pa3. OHa BAPYT
NMOHSANA, YTO HE CMOXET NMPUYNHNTL cebe 6onb. [leByllKa cnaena n ynpsmMo conena,
NblTasaCb cobpaTbCa C AYXOM...

3a 3TM 3aHATMEM U 3acTan ee Bpapec. CHavana My>X4nHa 3amep y rnopora,
n3ymseHnem pasrnsgbisas HabbldmeLliyrocs KoTy. [1oTOM pe3ko pBaHysics Brepes,
BbIOMBas OKpPOBaBJIEHHbIN HOX N3 PYK OeBYLWKW. KOoTa BCKPpUKHY1a oT 60aun n
CXBaTusach 3a 3anacTbe. Bpagec, kocTepsa AeBYLUKY Ha 4eM CBeT CTOUT, MOTAHY/ ee
33 YXO0 K OepeBAHHOMY BeZlepKy € Boaon. CMbl1 KPOBb, NepeBsA3as paHy U Tak Xe, 3a
yX0, BblTawmna KoTy n3 Hopbl.

Yunsa [0oAro njakasa, He NOHMMasa Takoro camoucTasaHusa. OcTanbHble NPOCTO
Mosi4ann, nsberas cCMOTpeTb B CTOPOHY NMpUTUXLWEN AeBYLIKW. Bpagec e coBceM
nepectan ee 3ame4vaTb. OH LeNbIN Mecsal, nocye 3Toro urHopuposan Koty, rnagen,
KakK Ha NycToe MecCTo. DTa NbiTKa OKa3aslacb Tsaxesiee, YeM NOCTOAHHbIE N3LEBKN U
HaCMeLlKN.

KoTa Ts>Keno B3[40XHYJ1a, BEPHYBLUNCb U3 TSXKeJsbiX BOCMIOMUHAHUIA B
[EeNCTBUTENbHOCTb. BeTep y>xe Tpenan YyepHble 6necTsuimne BOOChHI, AeBYyLIKa
NpPonycTWUa BONHUTEJIbHbIN MOMEHT €ro My3blKasibHOIro NOSABJ/IEHUS B TULLMHE neca.
YT0 )X, 3TO YeTbipHaALATas rofAoBLUMHA, FOpbKMe COBbLITUA OCTaNINCh B MPOLLIJIOM.
MNepBble CONIHEYHbIE JTYYMKWN NOLLEKOTANN CEPbIN KaMeHb, KOTOPbIN He3blb1eMO CTOA
nocepegnHe HeboNbLION NMONAHKN. KOoTa rnogoLinia K HEMY M HEXXHO NPOBesia PyKOW Mo
TEenaom 1 4yTb BIaXKHOW noBepxHocTuU. OHa Bcerga 4YyBCTBOBaJsla HEOObIKHOBEHHOE
CMNOKONCTBME PAOOM C XKEePTBEHHbIM KAMHEM W HE MOrJla 3TOro 06bACHUTL. [eByLUKY
BCe BpeMs TsHYJ0 ctoga. Kaxkabii pa3 npuxoansa K HEMY: 1 XKasloBaTbCS, U
XBaCTaTbCH, KAk K caMoMy 6/1M3KOMy cylLlecTBY Ha BceM cBeTe. OHa JoBepsisla KaMHI0
Takue TalHbl, KOTOpPble He CMesla OTKPbLITb U Yunse.

BOT 1 cenyac TOHeHbKas AeBYyLUKa B MATbIX XOJILLOBbLIX OploKax cBepHysaCb Ha KaMHe
KaJIa4YMKOM U1 Ccpa3y e owyTumna cebs 3aluneHHOn, CNOBHO B TeMJbIX 00bATUAX
poAHOro 4yenoBeka, caMoro 6,1M3kKoro, camoro cuabHoro. OHa 6bis1a B NOJSIHOW



6e30nacHOCTK, CNOKOMHa 1 6e3maTexHa. BeTep nen Tuxyto KonbibenbHyo, Markme
o4YyepTaHUS AepeBbeB U KYCTOB 3ab0TAMBO 3aC/IOHANM OT APKOro YTPEHHero
COJIHbIWKaA. KoTa € yA0BOJIbCTBMEM MOrpy3nsiacb B MUPHbIE, CllafKNe CHbl, NOJIHbIE
NCNOJIHEHHbIX XeNaHUM 1 CObIBLUMXCA HaZex .

- Hy KOHe4HOo, - XMblKHYN Bpagec, BbiIXOoAAa Ha 3aJINTYIO NMOJYyA4eHHbIM COJIHbILLKOM
NnoNsHKY. - YTo e en ewe genatb? Kak Bcerga cnuT.

- Monogon opraHnsMm, NycTb cua HabupaeTcs, - XMXUKHY 1 KoBec, 3a40pHO TPAXHYB
pPbIXXUMU KyapswkKamn. 'nasa ero, CBET/0-Ceporo uBeTa, UCKPUINCb BECEJIbEM.
NapeHb ABHO NoJslyYan yaAoOBONLCTBME OT BCEro npouncxoasauero. - N1 soobule, Tebe He
yroavnws. [leB4oHKa bonTaeT - HaAo 3aTKHYTb, 6beraeTt - Hago ocaguTb, CAUT - HAQO
pa3byaonTb. X0Tb KaKoe-TO COCTosiHME Tebs ycTpounT?

- YcTpouT, - xnwHo ocknabuncsa Bpagec.

- Ho He ycTpouT apyrux, - Tuxo ckasan Congec, HecsbILHO BO3HMKAas 13 fieca 3a
durypamm 6patbes. OH BCy4mna Bpagecy B pykn HebobLLIOK CBEPTOK, NOA0OHbIN
nocTtancs u Koesecy. CnokoiHo gobasun: - Bce Tak, Kak U AOJIKHO 6bITb. MpucTynumMm.

Cnenom 3a BbICOKMM 3eJIeHOr 1a3biM MY>X4YUHOW 13 Jsieca BbICTYNWIN elle YeTbipe
BOMHa. Bce MonHOCTbIO 06HaXKeHbI, Y KaXaoro B pykax HebonbLon CBEPTOK. 34eCb
OblNIN NOYTN BCE XUTENN HEDBObLLIOro NOCeNeHns, UCKAYas nnwb Yuney. My>KYnHbI
C Cepbe3HbIM BUAOM NOOOLIN K CEPOMY KaMHIO C MUPHO CONSALLLEN HA HEM AEBYLUKOW.
KoTa He npockinanack. Ho aa)ke 6yab COH He CTONIb KPEMOK, OHa BpA4 K yCblwana
Obl HECNbILWHYO NOCTYNb bpaThLeB.

My>X4uMHbI 0OCTYNUIN KaMeHb. [la)ke Ha MpadyHon hmn3anoHommnm Bpageca 6bi10
HEeNpPUBbIYHO TOP>KEeCTBEHHOE Bblpa>keHne. KoBecC nepBbiM pa3BepHYJl TKaHb U JOCTan
ceporo 3avua, efBa XXMUBOro OT CTpaxa.

- Tebe nepBas xepTBa, 0 MOryLLLEeCTBEHHbIN Boaa! - Npon3Hec pbkuii rnybokmum
rOPTaHHbLIM rOJIOCOM, MPUCEB Ha OAHO KOJIEHO Nepen KaMHeM. 3alila NnapeHb npuxan
K 3eMJie U NPOH3WUJ1 FONI0BY OCTPbIM KUHXXAJIOM. - XXU3Hb CyLLEeCcTBa.



- Tebe BTOpas xepTBa, 0 Benmkmnm [lopoc[2 - [lopoc - 60r BOMHbI, MOKPOBUTESb
BOMHOB]! - MArkum 6aputoHoM BTOpUa 6paTy Congec, ToXe npunas Ha 0AHO KOJIEHO
N OOCTaBas U3 CBEPTKA BEJIMKONENHbIN KJIMHOK, YKPALLUEHHbIN CBEPKaloLWMMKN
KaMHaMU. - Opyane BoUHa.

- Tebe TpeTbd epTBa, 0 BennkonenHasa KonnHal3 - KonmHa - 60rnHga KpacoThl,
nobsu, cTpacTn, getTopoxaeHus.]! - oTpbIBUCTO Nporosopun Bpagec. Ha 3emnio
nernun obpbiBKN pa3HOLBETHbLIX TKaHen. - 3a4aTue HOBOM XXU3HW.

- Tebe yeTBEpPTaAn XKepTBa, 0 Clagkoronockin Mopoc[4 - Mopoc - 6or nnnto3nin, CHoB,
cMepTun, marnn.]! - noyTn nponen Kpoaoc, BbICOKMN YyNbl6YMBLIN MapeHb C PyCbiMK
BOJI0OCaMu 1 ronybbiMu rnasamu. Ynoibka ero dbisla HEMHOIO yCTpallalLwen, Tak Kak
yepes BCIO WEeKY, A0 CaMOro pacCe4YeHHOro yxa, npoxoana Kocon wpam. OH N3ALHO
OMNYCTWUJICA Ha 3€MJII0 N BbIJIOXKWJ1 KOPELLKN pacTeHMS anrn, 4To AaloT YyaHble
BUOEHUSA NPU BAbIXaHUW AbiMa, HO C/1aboMy MOryT AaTb MOCAEAHUNI COH. - Hecywne
CMepThb.

- Tebe naTan xepTBa, 0 Myapasa TpoHa[5 - TpoHa - 6OrmHAa MyapocTwm,
MOKPOBUTENbHULA MyApeLoB, y4eHn4yecTBa.]! - BTopun emy bpaT YBapoc. CMyrbin
MapHMLLKa CO CBETJIbIMU, CJIerka BbIOLWMMNCA NO rnJjevyam, BoJI0CaMm N XNTPbIM
MPULLYPOM O4YeHb CBETJIbIX, CJIOBHO BbILBETLUMX, IJ/1a3 ONYCTUJICH Ha KOJIEHO U
MOJIOXKWN1 Ha 3eMJII0 CTapbll MOXKeNTEBLUNIA CBUTOK. - [IpeBHUE 3HaHUS.

- Tebe wecTasa xepTBa, 0 cNpaBeannBbIv bowoc[6 - bowoc - 6or Bo3me3auns,
cnpaBeasiMBoOCTU, cyda.]! - moy4Tn npopblidan Jlomnec, CypoBbIN My>XX4YMHA, ABHO
CTaplue BCex OCTaJlbHbIX, AOCTaBas U3 CBEPTKA OKPOBABJ/IEHHbLIN KYCOK MACA. -
Ceppue Bpara!

- Tebe cegbMas xepTBa, 0 XUBOTBOpSLLas Benepal7 - Benepa - 6oruHa npupoasl,
CTUXMIN: BOObI, BO34yXa, 3eMJI1 U OrH4A.], - 6beccTpacTHO NpoMosBUA BCera
NCKJTIOYMNTESIbHO CMOKOMHbIN ABec, 6/1eiHbIN IOHOLWaA C ryCTbIMU peCHULAMU U
oTpeLeHHbIM B3rnaaomM. Ha 3eMto OH OCTOPOXKHO nocTasua 611000 € Arogamum u
rpubamu.

My>X4YMHbI HEMHOIO OTCTYNWAM Ha3ad M B3SJINCb 3a PyKU. BMecTe, Kak Mo KoMaHzae,
TMUXO 3anesin MONIMTBY Ha OPEBHEM fA3blke. Bubpupytowmin ryn 3akiMHaHUA NpoOHUKan
B 3€MJII0 1 Bbi3biBaJl OTBETHYIO peakuMio. 3eMaa efBa OlWyTUMO 3a4porkana. KameHb
6oros Tpsccs Bce 6onee 3Ha4ynTeNbHO. Ho KoTa He npockinanack. [leByulka



nepeBepHynacb Ha CrNHY, PACKUHYB PYKU U HOMX NMOYTU TOYHO Ha YeTbipe CTOPOHHI,
OblXaHMe ee CTaNo NPepbIBUCTbIM, Tesio 6e€CrnoKonHO NoaeprmuBanocs.

MonuTBa 3aBeplueHa. BHe3anHas TULIWHA TONbKO NoAyYepKHyna ryn, nayLwni n3 Heap
3eMaun. Kasanocb, 4TO Aa)ke 3BepU U NTULIbI 3aMepu, CTapasiCb HUKAK He BblAaTb
CBOEro NpuUCyTCTBUSA B nlecy. N'yn npekpaTusics pesko, Kak 1 Havascsa. HekoTopoe
BPeMs HUYero He NMpouCxXoansio, HO My>XYMHbI HE ONYCKaIN PYK, OXKNAas 4Yero-To.

Heo)XXnaaHHO BCMbIXHY APKUM MJIeMeHeM OPEeBHUN CBUTOK, YBaApoOC cferka
B3OpOrHyn. bpaTtba nepernaHynmnce. Takoe yxe 6bis10. BTOpbIM BCAbIXHYN Aap
bBowocy. Bpagec naymsaeHHO N HEMHOIro Heo40bpuUTENbHO NOKaYaa rosoBon. TpeTun
3aropeBLlnncs gap - TpANKW y Hor Bpageca. My>X4nHa KPMBO YCMEXHYJICS, 3TO OH
npeanosiaraj C cCaMoro Havasa, 4To eLle MOXXHO XAaTb OT XXEeHLWM HbI? Mnams
MIHOBEHHO OXBaTWJI0 BCE OCTasibHble Aapbl, OO TOSILKO NepBble TPN HaMeKatoT Ha
npegHasHa4vyeHne HOBOro BomHa. OroHb, COKMpasd NOAHOLEHMNS, MJIOTHbLIM KOJ1bL,OM
OKPY>XXWJ1 )KePTBEHHbIN KaMeHb.

Conpec npbIrHya nepsbIM. B BO3ayxe My>K4nMHa NepeKyBbIPHYCA Yepes rosiosy, a C
APYron CTOPOHbI KaMHSA 60roB NPU3eMINICA MOLLHBIA CEPbIA BOJIK C 3eJIeHbIMU
rnasamm. OH ocKanuiacsa n TUxo 3apbidan. BTopbiM npeirHyn Bpagec, notom Kosec...
OAVH 3a Apyrum My>X4mHbl 060payvmBannCb B CTPAHHOIro Buaa BoJIKOB. OT 0BbIYHbIX,
NEeCHbIX, UX OTAIM4asIO YepecHyp MOLLHOe CcnoxeHune, bonee Wnpokas rpyab v
yCTpawaLime nactn. Tesna BOMHOB BbIIM B Ba pa3a KpynHee BONYbMKX, r1a3a
OTJIMBAJIN KPACHOTOMN faXke AHEM.

Bosikn BHOBb 0OCTYNUAM KaMeHb, PacnoIOXKMBLLUUCL NpaBUJibHbLIM KpyroM. Bckope
nJaamMsa NOTUXOHbKY NOracilo, 0CTaBmB nocsie cebs enBa 3aMeTHbIN HaneT nensa Ha
3emsie. [leByllKa nexana, He nofaBsad NPU3HaKOB XU3HW. JINUO 4yTb NocnHeno. axe
CaMbI YYTKUW B3rnsag He ynaBanBas HU e JUHOro ABMXXEHNA Tena. YepHblie BO10ChI
cnerka onasieHbl NnameHeM. B Bo3ayxe pacnpoCcTpaHMACA TOWWHOTBOPHbIN 3anax.

OAOVH 13 BOMIKOB, - C 60NbLWMMK yLLIaMK, OOAHO N3 KOTOPbIX BbII0 KOrga-To pacceyvyeHo,
a Wwpam goxoaus NoyTu A0 HOCa, - pa3opBasl Kpyr U TUXOHbKO nogowen k Kote. OH
MOHIOXa JINLLO U NOTbIKAJICA B PYKYy, OyATO BEPHbIN Nec. TOHKaa KNCTb 6&3XKN3HEHHO
nosucna. Bonk obepHyncsa n BONpoCMTeENbHO NOCMOTpPes Ha ToBapullen. Cepbin BOJIK,
cBepkasa cepebpucTon ceamnHoOn, TAXKeNo NOAHAICA U NoTpycua B ec. OcTanbHble
NOCEMEHWN 3a HUM, BbICTPamMBasCb N'yCbKoM. bonblueyxunin elle pa3 TKHyJCA
BJZIa>KHbIM HOCOM B JINYMKO AeBYLIKUW. [onoBa KoTbl YyTb Ka4yHyslaCb, HO NpUHANA
npexxHee nosioXkeHne. He [oXxaaBLWINCL peaKkLun, BOJIK NMocsienoBan 3a 6paTbamu,



rPYCTHO OMNYCTUB roJIOBY K 3eMie. PUTyan 3aBepLueH 1 Tenepb BCe B pykax 60ro., 4bu
TalHbl He TEPNAT a3 CMepTHbIX...

Kak 6onuT rososa. KoTa noTsiHy/1laCcb BCEM TeJIOM M Cpa3y 3aCTOHaNa. MbILLUbl HbIIN
TakK, CJIOBHO BYepa OHa TpM 4Yaca KpAady yrnpa>KHAsacb Ha Mevyax C BpeaHbIM
Bpanecom. HenMnoHATHO, No4YyeMy Teno Tak pearvpyeT. [leByllKa C/lafiko 3eBHYya U
HEeOXXNOaHHO AnA cebsa rpoMKo KnauHyna 3ybamMn. TMxo pacCMesBLUNChL, OCTOPOXXHO
NMPUOTKpPbIJIA ra3, ornacascb SPKOro ConHbIWKa. Ho nec Mmepuan NOJIHOYHON TbMOMN.
[eBylwlKa HeLoBep4YnBO 3a)XMypusiacb U CHOBaA OTKpPbIa rsia3a. TeMHble JINCTbA
nepeBbeB oTbpacbiBanM NPOAOSAroBaThIE MOCTOAHHO MeHsALWme (OpMy TEHU, HO OT
NIYHBbI, 4TO SAPKO cusana B abCoONOTHO YNCTOM UCKpSALWeMcs 3Be3gamu Hebe.

Tak BOT B 4eM geno! Ee yropa3ansio npocnaTb 40 CaMOW HOYWU. Tenepb MOHATHO,
rno4yemy Tesio BbiroBapmBasio 60/bi0 3a HeyMenoe ncnosib3oBaHme. lNpocnaTb BeCb
OEeHb Ha XXeCTKOM KaMHe, 00 3TOoro ewe Hago 6ei1o gogymaTtbcs!

Ho noyemy ee HUKTO He uckan? Hdaxe Bpagec He nonwbonbITCcTBOBaN, noyemy KoTa
He aBmnacb Ha oben, n nuwnn cebs yaoBonbCTBMUA NNHATb CECTPY OT XKEPTBEHHOMN
MoJsisiHbLlI 0 caMoro noceneHunsa? Npaso, He BepuTcA... iin BceMm HanesaTb, rae OHa,
4TO C Hen? 370 6onblue Noxoxke Ha NpasAay. Mpu Bcen BHewHen 3aboTe, AeBYLIKON
MaJio KTO MHTepecoBaJICA. 3ax0oTesla y4aCcTBOBaTb B TPEHMPOBKAX - NOXaJlyncTa,
3axoTesia Ha OXOTYy - Mowwin. HoO HUKTO HUKOrAa HU4Yero He npepnarasn. BkanHunacs B
NX MY>XCKY KOMMAaHUIO, N BOUHbI MPOCTO TepnAT. Ho He Bbosniee. A caMa fieBYOHKaA
HUKOMY He HY>XHa.

Cne3bl HAaNoOJHWAW rnasa, pa3MbiBas ovepTaHusa sieca. Kota ckana 3ybbl 1 moMmoTana
rofoBOW. Hy n 4T0? YBbl, HEBO3MOXXHO UCMPaBUTb TO, YTO OHa - He napeHb! Tak 4To
npuaeTcs XUTb € 3TUM. Ho obmnaa pocna, BbIpbiBasACb U3 rpyAn NOYTU BOJYbUM BOEM.
3TO0 3BYy4aJ10 TaK y»>XacHo, 4To KoTa cama ncnyrajsacb 1 nocrnewHo 3aMmos4ana.

Hano Bo3BpallaTbCs, BCe paBHO Beb Hekyaa 6onblue natu. [leBylKa COCKOb3HYyNa
BHU3 N NJIIOXHYIAaCb HA YeTBEPEHbKN. YCMEXHYBLUMCh, MOMbITaslaCb BCTaTb Ha HOMMN...
N CHOBa ynana.

«YT10 Takoe? - yamemnacb KoTa. - 9 CTONbKO Npocnana, 4To CoBCEM ocnabna?»



CHoBa nonbITanacb BCTaTb Ha HOMM, 1 3TO €M NOYTHK yAOaJsioCb, HO 4TO-TO HE OaBaJio
coenaTb war. [leBywkKa ondaTb yrajla Ha YeTBepPeHbKN. DX, MeLllaeT 4YTO-TO XBOCTY. He
oTAaBas oT4eTa B CBOMX OEUCTBUSX, deBYyLWKa U3BepHyacCb U 3y6aM|/| CTAHY1a
XoJiloBble 6plOKI/I. OcBoboamne xBoCT, obs1ier4eHHo B34OXHYJla 1 NMonblTaJlaCb CHOBa
BCTaTb...

XBocT?! KoTa 3amMepna. OHa He cMena faJsiblue pa3BMBaTb 3TY MbIC/Ib, HAaCTOJIbKO Ta
nokasaJsjlaCb 4ygoBuuwHOW. Ho, eaBa cnpaBmBLUNCL C cO6oN, AeBYyLLKa BCe Xe
MeasIeHHO NoBepHYyJla rojioBy M NocMoTpesia Ha3aj,.

Na, xBocCT. MPUANYHBINA TakoWn, HAYYTb He 06oApPaHHbIN, a BNoJsiHe cebe MyLnCTbIN C
bnecTsuen WecTblo. XBOCT, Kak ByATO yCAbIlaB KOMMJUMEHT, 4yTb KayYHyJCs. DTO
6b110 cnwkoM. KoTa NoYyBCTBOBasa AYPHOTY U, Kak NOAKOLIEHHas, pyxHyJa B

Tpasy.

- B nepBbIf pa3 BU)XY BOJIKA, FPOXHYBLUErocsi B 06MOPOK, - XUXMKHYJT KTO-TO HaA4
roJ1I0BOMN.

YyTb WIeBeNbHYB YXOM, AEBYLUKA pacC/bllliana MesiKyto NocTyrnb MaJIeHbKOro 3BepbKa.
Benka Tem BpeMeHeM obexxasia BOKpYr HeEGObLLIOIro N3SLLHOIO BOJIKA, JIE)XXaBLUEro B
TpaBe, U BCTana nepen rnasamm KoTbl:

- lMpamMo Kak raynsie noanwkun!

KoTa 3a>kxmypuacs.

- Hy BOT, elle n cnyxosble rajuiloumHaunm, - noxxkasioBasiaCb OHa HEN3BECTHO KOMY.

- Cama Thl, ranykauus! - BoamyTunacb 6enka. - To BOeT - 3Bepbe NyraeT, To
Ba/NTCS...

- MoxeT, a cneunanbHo! - pazo3nmnacbk KoTa. - [Jobbl4y npnMaHmnBato. BoT Tbl n
nonanacob!

- Ara, - cbexugHmnyana 6enka. - Tbl 4TO, BO/Yapa, Mo AepeBbAM Na3aTb Hay4ynaca? Tol
M NacTb Pa3vHYTb He yCneellb, Kak MeHs 1 csief NPOoCTbIHET...



- 3Ha4uUT, A - BOJIK, - FPYCTHO noabiToXuna KoTa, 6onblie He obpallas BHUMaHUS Ha
6enky. - 3amevaTesibHO, Ceinvac BepPHYCb K BpaTbsaM. OHU BONIKOB J0OAT - XKapeHbix!

OHa TS>XKeno B3A0XHYysa, NoOAHSANAack U NOTpycKaa B ec. Ho ocTaHOBMAACh U, HEMHOTO
noaymas, obepHynach K Ha3onmeon benke:

- CnbiWwb, MenoYb, a Kak Mbl pasrosapuBaemM? He no-4yesioBevyeckn xxe?

- KpynHsak Hawencs, - pblpkHyna 6enka, HoO NOTOM NMOCMOTpPeia Ha BOJIKa
XKaNoCTNAMBO TaK. - MoxeT, Tebs wnwkon no rosose wnbaHyno? Hy Tak He
nepexxuBamn, y moero 6patua TOYHO Takoe e Obls10, HO NpoLao. Tenepb OH TOJIbKO
WHOrA4a gepraeTcs.

N ynusHyna B TeMHOTY Banxalllero aepesa.

KoTa nomoTasia rosioBoi, HO 3TO He MOMOro. MbICAIK pacnosi3asncb B CTOPOHbI, Kak
FHWUJIbIE HATWN CTapoi TPAMKW.

Torpna oHa npocTo nobexkana. bexaTb 6bIJ1I0 NPUATHO, HUKAKOr0 ANCKOMAOpTa Npu
OBVXXEHUN Ha YeTbIpex KoOHeYHoCTax KoTa He ncnbiTbiBana. HaobopoT, cnsowHas
rapMoHUs 1 yaoBoJsibCTBME. OHa TEHbO CKOJIb3UJ1a CKBO3b KYCThl U BETKU, He
BbIOMpas Aoporu. 3To 4SS HEYKJITOXKNX N0AEN HY)KHbI 00POrn, TPOMUHKK. Bonk
BCeraa 3HaeT, rae HaxoAuTCs, NOCKOJIbKY NPOCTO He cnocobeH 3abnyanTbCs, U eMy
He HY>XHbl yKa3aTenn. CeobogeH... no-HacTosiweMmy. KaxeTcsa, KoTe Ha4yMHano
HPaBUTbLCS ObiTb BOJIKOM.

Jlanbl caMn NPUHECAN K POAHOMY XWUJbto. OHa A0Aro TonTajslacb Ha MecTe, MOTOM
XOAWIa BOKPYI 3eMJISIHOK, NMyrasi Mesikyto XXUBHOCTb. Kpome Harnon 6enku, c Koton
HMKTO 60JiblLLIE pa3roBapmBaTh He Xenas. Ho AeByllKa HOBbIM YYTKUM CJTyXOM
ynaBnvBana obpbIBKM KPAaTKMX HOYHbIX Pa3roBOPOB JIECHOI0O 3BEpPbS.

OT Xxunnuuy 6paTbeB Maxno KoCTpuwem, eloN N 4eM-TOo HeyJ10BNMO-3HAaKOMbIM,
POOHBbIM... KoTa ¢ TPyOOM NnodaBwuia XeJlaHne BHOBb 3aBbIThb.

N3 6avxanwen 3eMasSHKIM Bbilen My>X4YnHa, BCKOPE 3a HUM MokKa3ascsa BTopon. KoTa
npunasna K 3emJe, CTapasiCb HM NOJIy3BYKOM He BblAaTb CBOE MECTONoI0XKeHne. Y
6paTbeB Bcerga 6b1710 NOYTU 3BEPUMHOE Yy The.



- Tak 1 HeT BecCcTewn, - B3AOXHYJ1 OAWNH.

KoTa 4yTb He BCKPUKHYNa OT pagocTtun. 31o Conpec! OHM BCe-TakM nckanum ee. Ho
TPYAHO HAWTU MONIOAYIO OEBYLUKY B TOLLEM BOJIKE.

- N He BbypeT, - yBEepEHHO NpoMonBuna Apyron. KoTa y3Hana MpavyHO-CapKacTUYHbIE
HOTKW Bpapeca. - [leBKa Xe, He BOUH...

- He 3Hato, 6paT, - pewnTenbHO rnoka4vasn ronosoun Conpgec. - Hy, Kakasa pasHuua,
heBKa, napeHb... Obpsan coBeplueH, XepTBa NpuHeceHa n 6,1aroCK/I0OHHO NPUHATA.
Cam xe Bce Bungen!

- Bupgen, - cornacunca Bpagec. - HoO 3To HM4Yero He 3Ha4ymT. MoXeT oeBunybe Teslo He
CcnocobHo K TpaHCcopMaLnKn, MOXKXET, He BblOep>Kasio nepeBopoTa... Aa MaJsio JIn 4ero.
Mbl )Ke He 3HaeM nocnencTeuns 06p9|,ua ONA aesBywKkn. Bonvumuybl Oblnn NWb B poay
WaKTW.

KoTa pacTepsiHHO caylwana, NbiTasgsCb CONOCTaBUTbL 0O6pbIBKM hpa3 C hakTamMm n
HegaBHMMU cobbITAMK. O6pan? XepTBa? MoXeT, ee CNALLYIO NPUHECN B XXepTBY?
Ho no4yemMy oHa He yMepJia, a NpPOCTO CTaJia BOJIKOM? [lepeMelueHmne aywn? Bece
CMeLllanoch B rosioBke begHOM AeByLUKN.

- KctaTtun, KonnHa 6narosonuT K BaM oboum! - Conpec egko yCMexHyJCa N XJ0NHy N
Mo nJsedyy MpayHoro, Kak Ty4da, 6bpaTta. - ConepHuyaTtb bygeTte?

- Kakoe TyT MoXeT ObITb... - HeA0BOJILHO 3aconen Bpagec. - MNMpocto 6aba, oHa n B
necy 6aba! Y Hux Bce MbIcm ToNbkKo 06 yooBoNbCTBUAX! 9 Apyroro n He oxxunaan.

- A 9 He oxngan BMellaTenbCTBa TpPoHbI 1 bowoca, - norpycTtHen Congec. - 2T0
BeCbMa HacTopaxmsaeT. [la eule B TaKOM Xe rnopanke, Kak ny...

- MoxeT, n 6ecnokKonTbCs He 0 4eM, - MOTHYJ1 rosioBoW Bpagec. - Mbl He 3HaeMm,
BbI>XWsa nn KoTa.

[eByliKa B34porHysia. Bpagec snepsble Ha3Bas UMsA cecTpbl. He «Ta caMasa», He «3N,
Tbl», N Oa>Xe He «aeBka», a «KoTa»! Cne3bl onaTb HaBepHY/IUCb Ha rnasa. OgHa
MOKpas NakKoCTb Y>Ke NpokaabiBasa cebe nyTb CKBO3b MyCTYIO LUEPCTD, LLEKOYA



KOXY. MHCTUHKTMBHO KoTa rnoyecana Mmopay 3agHen nanon. NpepaTtenbcku
XPYCTHYa cyXas BeTKa. My>X4nHbl HACTOPOXNINUCL. KOTa ncnyraHHo npu>xasach K
3emMJsie, CTapasCb CQUTbCA C HEN B egunHoe Lenoe. A bpaThbsa yxe owepusncb Mevyamm
N, NepernaHyBLUINCL, CTaJin MOTUXOHbKY NPOKpPaAblBaTbLCA B €e CTOPOHY.

(naBa 2

KoTa 3axMypunacb OT y>Kaca 1 Havyajla MeaJIeHHO OTMnos13aTh NMOA NPUKPbITUE
rycToro Kospa npowJsorogHen nuctebl. Hy Bce - ybbioT cobcTBeHHbIE BpaTbhs! Kak xe
0aTb 3HAK, KTO OoHa? Ara, nosep4aT BoJIKY! [1a 4TO TONKY - OHa U C/Q1I0Ba MPOU3HECTUN He
MOXXET.

- by! - pasganocb Hafg /ieBbIM YXOM.

IleByllKa B3BM3rHyJsia OT y>Kaca U MeTHylacb Bnepen, He pa3bupas goporu. B Tpu
NpbPKKa AOCTUI1a NONSAHKN, roe obbl4HO pa3Boanam KocTep. Ewe aBa - n OHa B CBOEWN
3eMnsHKe. KoTa 3abunacb nog AepeBsHHbIA CTOJ, BCE TeN0 CoOTpsAcana KpynHas
ApoXb. B ronose He npoberano H1 eguHon MbiCAn. B NnpoceeTe ABepwn nosiBuaach
TeHb. Y>Kac ckoBa Teso.

- lagHoO, 0eBOoYKa, Bblslasb! - cMesach, KpukHyn Congec. N pobasun, ornsaHyBLUUCH: -
Tbl NpaB, Bpagec, aT1o oHa! Hy 3a4eMm 6b110 Tak NyraTb-T0?

- HeT, - nuckHyB, KoTa 3abpanacb rnyb>xe noa crton. - 3710 He 1!

- Hy 4TO Tbl Takoe roBopullb, - MArko ycMexHyncs Conpgec. - A KTo XXe - TBOW ayx?

- Tbl MEHSA MOHNMMaeWb? - 3aMepes, YTo4YHUNa KoTa. - Tbl 4TO, 3Haellb 3BEPUHbIN
A3bIK?

Conpec HeyoepXnUMo pacxoxoTancs, Ts»xesio 0610KaunBascb Ha ABEPHON NPOEM.

- Ox, KoTa, - TO/IbKO 1 CKa3asl OH, OTEPEB KYJIaKOM BbICTYNUBLUME CJE3bl.



- Hy 4T0 oHa TaM? - HeTepnenueo npobypyan Bpagec, 3arnsaabiBas BHYTPb. - CKONIbKO
MO>XHO XAaTb? Nnn nx BbICOYECTBO BOJILLEOHOIr0 NMHKa oXXnaaeT?

- HeT-HeT, - TOpONaAMBO nporosopuaa KoTa, nyTadacb B Jlanax. XBOCT TakK CUJIbHO
MXaJICA K XXUBOTY, 4TO BOJSI4MLA efne Morfia natu. - 9 y>Ke BbIXoxy!

- To-TO, - NPOHNYHO ynbIbHYNCA Bpagec, oTTArmBas oT Nopora BCe ewe XUxXnKatoLiero
bpaTa.

KoTa rnyboko BOOXHYNa 1 TPYCJ/IMBO NOCEMEHWA K BbiIXoay. BUHoBaTO cBOpaymBas
MopAay Ha 60K 1 elle oTHassHHEe NPMXXUMas XBOCT K XXUBOTY, BbllLJIa U3 YKPbITUS
AoMa. Jlanbl 4poXKaaun 1 NoCcTosiHHO noarnbanmce ot cnabocTtn. Bonymua bewweHo
KOCW/a rN1a3oM B CTOPOHY MOYTW 3aTyXLLIEero KocTpa.

- Bbl MeHs1 TOYHO ecTb He byaeTe? - nposasisia oHa.

BpaTbs nepernsHynmcb N pacCMesINCh.

- He ceroaHs, - XptokHyn oT cmexa Congec.

- CHa4ala XUpKy HaroHmMm, - nognakHyn Bpagec.

- Hy Bac, - obuaenack KoTa, HO HOrM Apo)KaTb NepecTasnu.

[MToTOM HEMHOro nogyMaJsia u OCTOPOXKHO YTOYHWUA:

- Y10 CO MHOWN?

My>X4MHbI Cpa3y CTann Cepbe3HbIMU, CJIOBHO BECEsIbI XOXOT KoTe /InLb NOC/bIWaics.
Conpec pelwmnTenbHO B3A0OXHYT U MaxHYJ1 PYKOW.

- Monpem, - n 6LICTPO 3allaran B CTOPOHY MOJISHKMN.

Mosnonasn BonyMLUA HECMENO NOTPYyCUIa C/iefoM, MOCTOSIHHO OLlyLLas no3aaun
npepbiBUCTOE AbiXxaHne Bpageca. OH 4To - cneguT, 4Tobbl He cbexxana? XBOCT CHOBA
OMYCTUCS MEXY Nan 1 TPYCJINBO MPUXKAICHA K XXUBOTY. DTO ABUKEHNE HE YKPbINOCh



OT B30Opa Bpaﬂ,eca, HO OH TOJIbKO MHOIM0O3Ha4nNTEJIbHO XMbIKHYJI.

Conpec oCTaHOBUJICS OKOJI0 XXEPTBEHHOI0 KaMHS. Kak 0OXXMBLLWIA UCMONIUH B CBETE
SIPKOW JIyHbl, KAMEHb, Ka3aJ10Cb, Abllan. My>X4MHa NOM0XWA NafoHb Ha ero
LuepLlaBbI 6OK 1 3aroBopu:

- Mbl BEPHYMCb Yepes Yac, HO Ha KaMHe y>XKe HUKOro He 6bl1o. O6bI4YHO, KOraa Mbl
BO3BpallaeMcs, To MPUHNUMAEM B CTato HOBOro BoJika... C Tobol BCe nHa4ve, HO 3TO U
HeyaMBUTEJIbHO - Tbl UHAA. Kyaa nponasa? YTo nponsowno?

KoTa noTpsAceHHO mon4dansa. Ctasa? HemHoro nomennme, Conpec BCKUHYN JINLLO K JIyHe
N KaK MOXHO MsArye rpounsHec:

- B IeHb coBepLUEeHHONEeTNS BOUH NpUHMMaeT oT 6oros Benmkuin gap! N no
NPM3HakKaM MOKPOBUTENLCTBA MOXXHO MOMbITATLCA YrajaTb, Kakum byneT
ncnbiTaHKe...

- WcnbiTaHme? - gpoXkalwmm ronocom cnpocuna Kota. Bce, 4To rosopun cendac bpar,
OblN0 CANWKOM TYMaHHbIM, 3arafo4HbiM, HEpeasibHbIM. HO ncnbiTaHmne - 3To BCceraa
MOHATHO. DTO TO, pagn 4ero oHW XMBYT. TO, 4TO AaeT BO3MOXXHOCTb pa3BMBaThCA. TO,
4TO TPebyloT OT CMepPTHLIX Boru.

- HensBecCTHO, 4TO NpeacTonT MMeHHOo Tebe, Mmnnag, - ycnokameatue ynblbHyncs
Conpec, pewmns, 4TO AeBOYKa Ucnyrasaacb. - Ho Mory ckasaTb ogHO. boru He gatoT
NCNbITAaHNN, KOTOPblE HaM He no 3ybaM. Jlwb TBOW CTpPax N HEYBEPEHHOCTL B cebe
MOryT noMeLlaTb MPONTK ero. 1 ecnm B TBOEN XU3HUN NMPOUCXOANT YTO-TO, YTO, KakK
Tebe KaxeTcs, cnocobHo Tebsa cnoMaTb... UM gaxke ybutb, BCMOMHM MOU CJ/iI0Ba. DTO
Ba>XHo. A Tenepb - cMoTpu!

Conpgec MaxHysn pyKoir. Bpagec nomMopLmacs, HoO NOOOLLEN K KaMHIo, pa3Bsa3biBas
BepeBKY X0J1LWOBbIX 6ptoK. Mpybas TKaHb COCKOJIb3HYJ1a C MYCKYJINCTbIX HOT .
MepecTynue Yepes TpAnKy, Bpagec caenan ewle war K KAaMHIO 1 C HaCaXXAeHNEM
NOTAHYCS.

KoTa HeBOIbHO 3ant060Banack aTneTnyeckmm Tenom bpata. Huvero nuwHero,
rnagkasi KoXka JIJOBUT CBET JIyHbl, MOAYEPKMBasi NepenmBbl HATPEHMPOBAHHbIX MbILLLL
XVLWHMKa. HeoxxnpgaHHo Bpagec 6pocuncsa Brnepen 1, COBEPLUMB Had KaMHEM
YMOMOMpPaYnTeNbHbIN Ky/IbOUT, NPU3EMANICS C TOM CTOPOHLI Ha YeTbipe Namnbl Ceporo



3BepsA. KoTa CyAopOoOXXHO C>XKaJla 4eNtoCTu 1 03ajavYeHHO cesla Ha 3a4Huuy.

Conpec KMBHYN 1 Bpagec, cHoBa nopa3sue KoTy akpobaTUYeCKUM MPbIXKKOM,
NPU3EeMJINIICS C 3TON CTOPOHbI KAMHS YeSloBEKOM. He o4eHb, NpaBaa, yaayHo
NpU3eMansCcs, Ha oaHoO KoneHo. CKpunHyB 3ybaMun, oH BCTan, C MpayHbIM BUOOM
HaTSHYJ1 OPIOKK 1 OTOLLEN B CTOPOHY. TaM OTBEPHYCS, CKPECTUB PYKK, 1 npobypyan
noJi, HoC:

- Y4nTb BCAKUX LWLEHKOB... Ha 4TO Tpa4yy Bpems!

- Ho, Conpgec, - ymonswuwe 3ackynunia Kota. - Tbl XXe He AyMaellb, YTO A TaK CMOry?
3TO0... 3TO... NPOCTO HEBO3MOXHO! HaBepHYCb YepenyLuKon 0 KaMeHb 1 MOMUHaW, Kak
3Basjin...

- [a Tbl cCHa4ana nonpobyi, - 6paT XUTPO CBEPKHYJI 3€/1IeHbIMU rNa3aMun. - 3TO He TaK
CTPaLHO, KakK KakeTCsa CO CTOPOHbI. 1 fa>ke, BO3MOXXHO, Tbl NMPbIFrHELWb Fropa3ao
yaoadyHee Bpapeca.

My>X4MHa B34POrHy, CJIOBHO OT yAapa, U 3abypyan 4To-To elle MpayvHee.

KoTa CcrioTHy1a 1, 3a)XXMypuUBLINCL, Bpocnnack K KaMHi0. HO He paccymTana CKopoCcTun
N CO BCero pasmaxy Bpesanacb n160M. B rosiose 3a3BeHeN0, BONYMLA TPSAXHYA ywamun
M 3anseTaloWwenca NoxXogKom Hanpasuiacb B CTopoHy. Congec nepexsaTus CeCcTpy 3a
3arpuBOK N NOTAHYN obpaTHO, MpMroBapmeas C yCMELLIKON:

- Tenepb TO Ke camMoe, TOJIbKO C OTKPbITbIMU r1a3zamun. Hy?..

CTapasicb He obpallaTb BHMMAHUS Ha FYJIKUIA 3BOH B FOJIOBE N HA YXMbIASIOLLYOCS
¢n3moHomumio Bpaneca, KoTa MeaneHHo nonsienacb K XXepTBEHHOMY KaMHI0.
B3400XHYB, JIEFOHbKO NOAMNPbIrHYNA... U HEOXKNAAHHO AJ1S caMoi cebsi nepeBepHynach
Yyepe3 rosoBy. KonoTsa Horamu no Bo3ayxy U BOMs YTO €CTb MOYM, Haras AeBoYKa
neTena K 3emJe.

LLImsk. KoTa cnabo npunoaHanacb n o4yMenbiMm B30poM obBena NonsiHKyY, Kak byaTo
He 3amedas obpanoBaHHbIX BpaTheB.



- Hy BOT, - pafoCTHO xJ1onHYyN B lagowun Conpec. - A TO «CMOry - He cMory». A
Tenepb gaBan obpaTHo. N Tbl, Bpaaec, Toxe.

C nunua cuHerna3oro My>X4mHbl MFTHOBEHHO CMoJi3Jla pafoCcTHasA I'IOJ'Iny'IbI60'-IKa,
3alrago4HbIM o6pa30M noceTmBlLlad 3TOro yrproMmoro 4ejioBeka.

- A 4yero a? - BO3MYTW/CS OH. - Tbl 1 TaK MHE Ha LWEK Nocagnn 3Ty COMNJISUKY, Tak ele
n...

- On, He Hapo, - NoMopWwMBLLUKCL, Nepebun Congec. - KTo-To NOCTOAHHO TpeboBan,
4yTO0bbl MY, HAaKOHeL, Aann WeHKa Ha BoCnuTaHue. BoT n nonyydan. B cheayrowmi pas
nooyMmaellb, Npexnne 4em 4YTOo-TO NPOCUTL. XKeslaHn4, 3Haelb v, UMeloT
06bIKHOBEHME UCNONHATbLCS!

KoTa, CXKaBLUUCb B XXaJIKUA KOMOYEK, PaCLUMPUBLLMMACSA F1a3aMn CMOTpesa Ha
nepebpaHKky.

3710 3bIPKHYB Ha Hee X0JI0A4HbIM CMHMM B3rnsaaoMm, Bpagec nepeBepHyJscs B BOJIKA.

- Hy 4TO, WeHoK, nasau CKopee. PaHblle Ha4yHeM, paHblUe 3aKOHYUM.

- Hy BOT 1 cnaBHeHbKO, - noabliToXumn Congec. JInuo ero BHOBb NPUHAIO0
be3mMATeEXHOE Bblpa)keHune, CJIOBHO Henpusa3Hb KoTe ToNIbKO NMoka3asach.

OH pa3BepHYCcs 1 BbICTPO Nolwaran B CTOPOHY noceneHus, a Bpagec nocemeHunn B
OPYrylo CTOPOHY, He foxxunagasacb KoTy. I nake Hu pa3y He ornsHyncs ybeanTbcs -
naeT I OHa 3a HUM. Ho geByLllKa U He paccYuTbiBasla Ha TaKylo WenpoCcTb, OHa
C/INLLKOM XOpoLo 3HaNna bpaTa. [Mo3ToMy, He MellKas, N1lb HEMHOIo aApox<a, KoTa
noanpbIrHysia Haf KaMHEM, CTapasCb NOBTOPUTb HeAaBHUN KynbbuT. MNosay4nnocs,
TOJ/IbKO 60/1bHO 6bI10 NPUN3EMAATLCA. BONKM He 3anubl U HE KOLUKW, UX Nanbl He
Co34aHbl AN Toro, 41obbl Tak NpbiraTb. HO Apyrum, cynsa no Bcemy, 3To HeynobcTs
He O0CTaBnsano0. Tak 4TO, CKopee BCero, HeyaobCcTBO - Wb INYHOEe ybexxaeHne
KoThbl.

OHa 6exxana cfefloM 3a CUHernasbiM BOJIKOM U HEOXXMAAHHO OTMeTuna B cebe Bce
BO3pacTaloLlee oLlylleHne MoryuiecTsa. Bce BOKpyr ycny>xamBo nog4ynHsanock. OHa
3Hasa, 0 YEM MOET NPMIXXMMAIOLLIMACA K 3eMJ1e BETEP, O YEM LUENYYT pa3siInyHble



3anaxu. Yysna, 4To TBOPUTCA Ha KUJIOMeTpbl BOKPYr. Bpagec y>ke He bbln Tem
MpayHbIM U CapKaCTMYHbLIM YEJIOBEKOM, KOTOPOro oHa Bceraa 3Hana. Ceivac oH 6bin
NPOCTO CTapLUMM, KOTOPbIN AaBas YEeTKMUE N KOHKPETHble 3afaHuns. BMmecTe oHM
3aroHsanun pobuivy. KoTa Bnepsble npoboBana KpoBb. HOBbIE OLLYLLIEHMS, HOBbIE
3HaHWS 3aNOJIHANM BONYMLY, KaK XXUBUTENbHbIE Kanau Barn 3acoxwee pacTeHue.
Houyb Ka3anacb 6eckoHeYHbIM Hacna)kaeHnem. Bce Teno cnagko neno npu bere,
TakoM BbICTPOM, YTO KYCTbl CZIMBANINCh B OAHY 3€JIeHYI0 MoJoCy.

PaHO UM No34HO BCe 3aKaH4uMBaeTcs. KoTa ycTanas, Ho 04eHb A0BOJIbHASA, MOYTY
BaJIbS>XHO MepeBepPHYIaChb Hal KaMHeM. Pa3BasIMBLUMCh HA CbIPON OT YyTPEHHEN pochl
TpaBe, CNafoCTHO NPOTAHYNaA:

- A noyeMy 5 paHblUe He 3Hasa 060 BceM 3TOM? Kak Bbl yMYAPANCL CKPbIBaTb Takoe?

N TyT >Xe nony4duna no nuuy. MeTkum 6pockom Bpagec «npeasioxXusn» geBylKe ofeTb
WTaHbl. HN4yTb He obnaeBwmnch, - cenvyac KoTta rotosa bbina npocTtuTtb 6paTy u”
bonbllee, - OHa Becesio HaTAHyNa XowoBble 6pokK. I CHOBa BONPOCUTESIBHO
yCTasunacb Ha Bpapeca.

- ApbIXHYTb HAaZl0 MEHbLLIE, - HEOXXNAAHHO AO06POAYLIHO YCMEXHYCS CUHErNa3bIN
aTneT. - Mbl Bcerga yxoaum Ha pacceeTe. K obeny cTast BO3BpaLLAeTCs, a Thl B 3TO
BPeMS TOJIbKO COU3BOJINLLb NIEBLIN 133 MPUOTKPbLITh...

- W 4T0, Tenepb HY>XHO BCTaBaTb Ha paccBeTe? - y>KacHynacb KoTa. - Kaxxablh eHb?!

- Ara, - XuTpo cowypunca Bpagnec n, HacnaamewnUCb CTpanasb4eCKUM BUOOM CeCTpbl,
pa3BepHyscA. HacBuUCTbIBas Becesyo Mesoauio, 6I:>ICTpO HalpaBunicsa B NMNOCesiok.

- KoHeL, KOTeHKY, - Mpa4HOo noabiToXXuna KoTa. - ToYHee, LWEeHKY...

Tenepb XXN3Hb NpoTeKasia KpanHe 3Heprn4yHo. KoTa BCTaBasia Ha paccBeTe,
BNPUNPbIKKY 6e)xana 3a HeTepnenmebiMu bpaTbsamMn. BmecTe C HUMKM HOCMAACk MO
necam, obyyasicb Xn3Hm 3seps. Nocne oxoTbl 6e3 cnn Bananacb y KocTpa, C
OTBpaLLEHMEM A48 Ha TO, Kak BpaTbs C anneTUToOM yHMYTOXAIOT A06blvy. OHa Tak
yCcTaBasa, 4To Oblsla He B cuaax NpornoTUTb U Kycodka. NoTom beccTpacTHbIn Bpagec
Opan cecTpy 3a WKUPKY M Tawwna Ha NONAHY AN TPEHMPOBOK. VI ecnm paHblue OHa
Apasiacb TOJIbKO KOrga xotesa, TO Tenepb ee HaTaCKMBaJIM TakK, TOYHO AeBYyLIKA
DO0JH>KHa BblNla BCKOpe Cpa>kaTbCH 04Ha NMPOTUB BOOPY>XEHHOW TosNbl. BeyepoM, eaBa



rno>xesaB 4YTO-TO, NMPOCTO Madajia Ha NMNOACTUIKY... 4TOOBI npoBanAaATbCA BCHO HOYb,
oXnaasa npmnxoga MamMmeH4mMBoro CHa.

N HemygapeHo. Beab KoTa CTosbKO neT 6oapcTBOBasia HoYaMK, OTCbINasACb OHEM.
Teno, NpmBbIKLIEE K NHOMY peXUMy, nepemeHbl He ogobpsano. Bnpoyem, My4yntenbHas
H6eccoHHMLa Npoaos/Kanacb HefoNro. leByllka CHoOBa CTana no Ho4YaM yberaTb B fec.
NpaBaa, Tenepb OHa HOCKMAACb NO KycTaM B obpa3e Bon4mubl. 1 3TO AOCTaBASN0 ewe
bonbwe ypnosonbcTBma. OgHa, 6e3 Bespgecywmx bpatbes, 6€CKOHEYHbIX 3a4aHUN 1
NPOBEPOK.

KoTa cunbHO noxyaena n 04HOBPEMEHHO OKpenJa. HUKTO Co CTOPOHbI He cMor Obl 1
NpPennonoXnTb, YTO 3TO CybTUNbHOE CyLLecTBO, HonbLle NOXoXKee Ha 3/bda 13
CKa3KW, He MOPrHYB r/1a30M, YJIOXKUT 3a pa3 TPEX BOOPY>XEHHbIX BOUHOB. MpuLLINOCh
HAY4YNTbCA BbICbINATbLCS, JIOBS CMOKOMHbIE MUHYTbI B TEHYEHWE OHSA UK Houwn. Moa yTpo
OHa y>Xe He yxoAusa B NOCesIoK, a MPOCTO XAaJla 0XoTbl B KycTax. I apemana,
BOCCTaHaBJ/IMBas CUJbl Nocae HoYyHoro 3abera.

B oaHO Takoe noroxkee yTpo KoTa ycabliwana rosioca bpatbes. He cnewa BbIXOOUTb,
OHa nonbiTasiacb YXBaTUTb 3@ XBOCTUK YCKOJIb3alOLWMNIMA COH. YTO-TO Takoe BeCKOHe4YHOo
npuaTHoe 6b110 B BUAEHUWN, O4EHb He XOTesIoCb OTNYCKaTb ero. K ToMy e, Ha
MONIAHKY MpuLlia He BCA cTad. Tonbko Conpgec n Bpagec ycenucb noa nepesom U,
DOXXNOa/INCb OCTallbHbIX, TUXO pa3roBapuvBasiu.

- OHa 04eHb BbICTPO Y4YNTCA, - 0OBMHAKOLLNM TOHOM NpopoHu Bpagec. - 4 HUKoraa
TaKoro He Buaen.

HeyemHoe nto60MnbITCTBO B MOMEHT CMYrHYJ10 BCE OCTAaTKM MATKOro TyMaHa
CHOBUEHUIN, OKYThIBAIOLLEro rofoBy AeByLKW. KoTa TUXOHLKO NMPUNoaHsaNach,
NPUCYLIMBAAChH.

- He BM>XY B 3TOM HMUYEro njaoxoro, - MArko Bo3pasun ynsibawwminca Congec. -
HacKo/bKO 1 MOMHIO, Thl TOXKE UCMNOJIb30Bas 0Oy BO3MOXXHOCTb, YTOObI
NOTPEHNPOBATHLCH.

- a, - Bpagec c HenpuA3HbO CKOPYUIICA, CZIOBHO CJ/I0OBA A0CTaBNAIN PU3NYECKYIO
6osb. - HO pa)ke g He nocTuran BCce HaAaCcTOJIbKO BbICTpO.



- N 310 Tebs 3ameBaeT, - TUXO pacCMessiCa 3esieHorna3bii Kpacasel,. - [leB4oHKa
ObICcTpO 06CKaKaa HaCTaBHUKA, Tbl N 3/TULLbLCS.

Bpagec Monya 3aconen, NMb pa3gpa’keHHO TPAXHYB ceon Yenkon.

- Ila nagHo Tebe, 6paT, - NpMMMUpUTENBLHO ckasan Congec. - KoTa BoobLe HeobblYHa.
N elle HEM3BECTHO, YTO 3Ta NPOPBA BbITBOPUT HA CBOEM MEPBOM UCMbLITAHUMN.

- B Tom n peno, - xmypo bypkHyn Bpagec, cBepkas CUHUMW rna3zamMu. - A BAPYT, He
BbITBOPUT?

- A, - c rpycTbio ynbelbHynca Congec. - Tbl BCMOMHWU CBOE UCMbITaHMe. Bpaaec,
CTOJIbKO BPEMEHM NPOLLJIO, @ Thbl BCE Ka3HULLb ceb4...

- BuHa mos, - Bcnbiinna 6paT. - N1 Haka3zaHue moe!

- NHorna obcToATeNnbCTBa Bbile HAc, - Congec ycnokamBatoLle noxsonan Toro no
CnuHe. Bpapgec HepBHO nNepenepHyn naevyaMmn. 3eaeHorasbini HAXMYpPUICa K
NpPoao/KUN: - Tbl He fo/KeH cebsl BUHUTL. [la Aa)ke eCcnv U Tak - BUHa He TOJIbKO
TBOS.

- Ho oHa nonnaTtunack 3a Hac oboux! - c bonbio B rosoce npocTtoHan Bpagec. - A 1
XNMB, AaXXe He NoCTpadall.

- Mbl BoObLLE O4YeHb XUBY4U, - paccessHHO ynblbHynca Congec. U, XxNonHyB NafoHbIo
no 3emsne, pe3Bo BCKo4Yu. - CoBceM He obsa3aTenbHO, 4TO KoTa NOBTOPUT TBOO
Heygnady, Bpagec. 1 xBaTuT accounmpoBaTb begHy0 AeBOYKY CO CBOUM MNPOBaNEHHbIM
ncnblTaHmeM. Tol U ee 3anyran oo cMepTn, n cebs ToNIbKO N3My4u.

- OHa n3nnwHe paccessHHa U CaMOHaZesHHa, - ynpsamMo Bo3pa3unn Bpagec.

- Ara, - XuTpo cowypwun 3eneHsble rnasa Congec. - Npsamo Bcs B Teb4!

Y Bpageca nepexBaTuo AblXaHWe OT Takoro 3asBneHus. OH xBaTan pToOM BO34yX, HO
He Hallescs, YTOo CKa3aTb, U 0TBeCUN TyMaka. Conpec TyT e oTBeTu. bpaTbs
CLUEenMINCb 1, Xoxo4a, NoOKaTUINCL No 3emne. Bckope Bbicoknin Conaec BbIBEPHYJICS U3
Lenkunx obbATUI CMHErna3oro aTjeTa, NMPbIrHYJ Yepe3 KaMeHb N CePbIN BOJK



bpocunca B Yally fieca. Bpagec Toxxe curaHyn Yyepes KaMeHb, U Ceflo BOJIK Ucyes
cnenom.

KoTa nMoa3KoM Bblfie3nia N3 KoJto4mx Kyctos. O3agav4eHHO noyecas nanown 3a YXOM,
OHa NocMoTpeEsa BCJie[d BOJZIKaM:

- Y710 )Ke 3a ncnbliTaHune Takoe?

- KoTa! - Becesibll OKpUK KyApsBOro Koseca 3acTaBus BONYMLY NOACKOYUTb OT
HEOXUAaHHOCTW. - Hy, rae Tol Nponagaewb? Mol Tebs Be3ae nuwem, NnpoTuBHaNA
neBYyoOHKa!

KoTa pafoCTHO 3aBuiisisia XBOCTOM. KoBec Obl/1 HACTOJ/IbKO CBETJION JINYHOCTbLIO, 4YTO
Mor rlap0|7| C/10B UCIMNpPaBUTb CaMOe Yy>XaCHOE HaCTpPOEHNE.

- Bac Ay, - XMXmKHyfna oHa. - Bbl 4TO, BCe pa3om npocnanan?

OHa pelwinna He ynoMmHaTb, 4TO Buaena bpatbeB. Tak, Ha BCAKUN Criy4an. Bpanec He
NPOCTUT HUKOrAa, ec/n y3HaeT, 4TO OHa NoAcyLlasna pa3rosop.

- [la Tbl 4TO, aNirnm obbenack? - yamBuacsa KoBec, TPSIXHYB PbiXKei rosIoBon. - Mbl xe
cerogHsi B ropon cobpannce - Ha Npa3gHuK yporkas!

- On, - KoTa yauBneHHO npuxana ywn. OHa Tak »xAasa 3Ty BblJIa3Ky B ropoj, a cama
coBceM 3abblsla 0 NPeacTosUEM KycoYke cBoboabl.

Fopon 6bl1 4EM-TO HepeasibHbIM, 3HAKOMbIM JIMLLb CO CNOB APYrux. Ynnea nHoraa
e3anna Tyna, Aa N TO el Ka)Kabl pa3 npuxoannock ynpawmsatb Congeca. OH o4eHb
He nbunn, Korga XXeHuwmHa HavymHana webetaTb NPO ropoXkaH, NPo HpaBbl 0ObIYHbIX
noaen, c4nTas BCe 3TU pa3roBOPbl AOCYXXUMU CMIETHSMM.

Bo)kaKk pacckasbiBaJsl, 4TO KOrga-To rno3soJsinj MOJIOAON XEeHLMHEe 0CTaTbCA MNpu CTae.
Conpec 6b1n BbIHY)XAEH 3TO caenaTb, Tak Kak Ynnea HeCKosibko gHen bpoauna
BOKPYI XXepPTBEHHOro KaMHs. Ene »xmnBas oT oT4asgHuA n ckopbu, oHa pa3biCKMBana
HOBOPOXXOEHHY0 AeBO4YKY. KOTy y>Ke NMpUHAIN B CTalo U Mo Tpaguumam BepHyTb BOUH
ee He cmor 6bl. A Yunea rotosa bbisia ymMepeTb, HO YUTU He cornawanack. Congec
B35J1 C XXEHLWMNHbI KJIATBY MOM14aTb O TaNHOW XXW3HW BONHOB. C Tex nop Yusnsa XMBET B



HeboNbLIOW NanaTke, FOTOBUT eAy... U HE MMeeT NnpaBa BMELUMBaTLCA B Aefla CTan U B
BOCNUTaHue KoThbl.

/N, coxpaHas BEPHOCTb KASTBE, MPO 3aMOK XapLia OHa TOXXE HMUYEro He pacckasbiBana,
HEeCMoTps Ha HeyeMHoe ntobonbITcTBO KoThl. Bpagec, KoTopblit 6b1s1 HACTABHUKOM
JNEeBYLLKN, HAa BONPOCHI TOJIbKO MOPLLUACS U OTBEYas, YTO oA HEOOCTOMHbI
BHMMAHMWSA CTaW... €CQN He NNaTAaT. YTo 3To 3Ha4YUT, KoTa He NoHMMana, HoO YTOYHUTb
boanack. Bpagec npesnpan nogen, HECMOTPSA Ha TO, YTO BCeraa C yA0BOJIbCTBUEM
XOZNN Ha NIeCHble CBUAAHNS C NePEBEHCKUMUN OEBYLLIKAMMU.

- BoT Tebe n «on», - nogMmnrHyn Kosec. - Ho pa3 Tbl He X04ellb, Mbl pelwnsin He bpaTb
Tebsa. OcTaHewbCs AoMa Ha napy ¢ Bpagecom.

- HeT-HeT, - ucnyraHHo 3atapatopuna KoTta. - 4 ¢ sBamu! 3... a Congec nonget?

JleByllKa OCTOPOXXHO MOAHSANACh, CTapasch, YTOObI IOHOLLA HE 3aMEeTU/ APOXN B
nanax.

- Conpec no fesnaM yxoauT, - HEOXXMAAHHO NorpycTHen Kosec. - [lHen Ha ABaALATh.
Hy nagHo, naBai ckopee... TO/IbKO Yy4TU, €Cav NMoinfellb B TAKOM BUAeE, BCEX XXEeHNXO0B
pacnyraellb rnoyem 3ps!

KoTa BCTasna Kak BkornaHHasa. OHa e coBceM 3abblsia nepeBepHyTbCA. BoT xopowa!
Tak CTano KOMGOPTHO B BOSIYbEM Tene, 4TOo 3abblfa n3HavYaibHOE COCTOSAHME.

[Noka oeByLWKa npbirana, Kosec ycnen nc4esHyTb. HaBepHsaKa y>Ke B nocesnke -
nepeoneBaeTcd. OHa He4OBOJILHO NMoMopLUniack. EQUHCTBEHHOE, 4TO cenyac
OTpPaBAASIO XU3Hb - HEOOXOAMMOCTb 3aMaTbiBaTb TOLWlEe TeNbLe B Lesibll BOPOX
TPAMNOK, KOTOpPble C HECKa3aHHOW pafoCTbio Kynuia As8 Hee KopMuamua.

B nocenke 6ypnuna »Xn3Hb. My>X4nHbl, Xoxo4a N NOATPYHMBAA APYr HaL APYromM,
obnavanucb B CTpaHHble ogexabl. MpuyeMm, genanm 3To € 3aBUAHbLIM MPOBOPCTBOM.
M BHO 3TO 6b1S10 HE BNepBOn. MHOrO4YMCIEHHbIE 3aCTEXEYKN C PafoCTbio
NOAYMHANNCH JIOBKUM NasbLuam Jlomneca. Ha HeM y>Xxe KpacoBaJsiCA U3ALWHO pacLUUTbIN
30J10TOM KaMm30J1, BOPOT cuan benmsHonm ynctenwen pybawkn. MycKynmcTble HOrm
obTarneanm bnectawme WTaHbl, 3arnpaB/ieHHble B BbICOKME 30J/104eHble canoru. KoTa
BrepBble Buaena CypoBoro BOMHa B Nogo6HOM NeTyLIMHOW oaexae 1 NpbICHY1a B
KYJIQ4yoK, YeM 3acny>Xunja CHUCXOAUTESIbHbIN B3r NS4,



A BOT YBapocy Hayka ob6sa4yeHns HNKaK He JaBaJsacCb, U 3TO CMPOBOLMPOBAIO B €ro
aZpec Mope HacMellek. B oyepenHoi pa3 3anyTaBLUNCh B LUTAHMHAX, NapeHb PyXHYy
Ha 3emto. l'ycTble CBeT/Ible BOMIOCHI 3aKpblan 31yt0 rpyuMacy. KoTa Ts»xeno
B3[0XHYyJa, MOCOYYBCTBOBAB 6paTy, CNpaBensIMBO nosiaras, 4To cenyac byaet
BbIF S A€Tb HE Ny4lle, U C ONMackol NoAoLia K akKypaTHO C/I0OXKEHHOW CTonke
pa3HOUBETHbIX ofexa. MokonaBLWNCb B TPAMbe, Bbibpana AJIMHHYIO NONYNPOo3payHyto
pybaxy. 9To OHa 3HaeT, Kak ofeBaTb. [[puMepHO Takol 6anaxoH OHa pasogpana Ha
Aepese. PacnpaBuB MArKyto TKaHb Mo Tey, AeBYyLUKa NATEPHEN npuyecana YepHble
BOJIOCbI 1 06bsiBMNA:

- Hy BCe, g rotosa. lNMownu!

Yem BbI3Basa AUKUM rorot. He noHnmasa, B 4em geno, KoTta ornanena cebs:

- YT0o? 3apomM Hanepepn onena?

- HeT, oeBo4kKka, - yTmnpasa cnesbl, NpocToHan Kponoc. - [NpoCcTo, NOABUCH Tbl B TAKOM
BUAE Ha njowanmn, HaMm NpuaeTcsa BCTynaTb B BOWHY, KOTOpass HECOMHEHHO
pa3ss)xeTcs!

- Oa, mbl 6yaem 3awwuuiaTth Teba 0o nocnenHero B3A0xa, - Beceso noanakHyn Koeec.

- 9 4TO, TaK NJIOXO BbIMISHXKY? - pacCTpounacb OeBYLUKA.

- [la HeT, - nonepxHyacsa Kpoaoc, wekn ero HeMHoro nopososenun. - CoBcem gaxke
HaobopoT. BoT Tonbko, 600Ch, XXenatowmnx NOBOCXNLLATLCSA CTOJ/Ib HE3EMHOW
KpacoTon byaeT CANWKOM MHOrO.

- OR, 4To Thl! - BOCK/IMKHYNA YnnBa, YPOHMB MeHbI Ta3 C BOAOW. KopMuanLa ToNbKo
4TO BbIWIa 13 NanaTku Congeca u nocnewnnia K AeByLllKe, NpepBaB MNoToK
3yb6ockaNbCTBa. - laMa He [0J)KHa 0eBaThbCA caMa. [1n1d 3Toro ecThb CAyriu...

- [la Kakag g gama, - nokpacHena KoTta. - N cnyru TonbkKo y xaH>xen!.. Tak roBopun
Bpagnec.

- [la Tbl BCe paBHO CaMa He crpaBuLLbCA, - 6e3anennsaunoHHo 3asaBuia Yinea,
NpuTArnBas K cebe BoCNUTaHHULY. - 3TO HenoaobaoWmn BUA A5 NPUINYHON



OEeBYLLIKWN. Tak ooeBaloTCA TOMbLKO...

XeHuw M Ha BApYyr 3aMoi4ana U MeTHYJ1la YHUYMXXUTENbHbIN B3rnan B CTOPOHY
Xuxmkatouiero Kpogoca:

- [la na)ke oHU TaK He ofaeBatoTcaA! U Moka A XuBa, Thl Ha Ntoan byaellb BbIXOAUTb
TONIbKO B MpUANYHon ogexae!

KoTe HM4yero He ocTaBasioCb AeNlaTb, Kak NOAYNHUTLCA. Beab OHa xoTena yBuaeTb
MOHCTpa Nnoj Ha3BaHMEM «3aMOK XapLa», KOTOpPbIA Tak nNpe3npatoT 6paThs, n 6Gontcs
KopMmunuua. Cepaeyko CTPaLIHO KOJIOTMI0Ch MPU 04HOW MbICAIM O NOX04e, HO
AeBYLUKa HUX 3a 4TO Obl HE NPU3HasNacb B 3TOM, AeNas BUA, YTO TOXXE UTHOPUpPYET
ropon 1 ero xutenen.

Monynpo3payHas pyballika okasanacb HUXKHUM MNJaTbeM, Ha KOTOPOe HaZeBasioCh
CTPaHHOE COOpY>XXeHMe, MMeHyeMoe YNIBON «KOPCeT».

- An! - BO3MYyLLIEHHO BCKPUKHYa KoTa, korga KopmMmuanua ¢ CUion NoTAHyNa
LWHYPOBKY Ha CrnuHe. - YTo 3TO eLle 3a opyane nbiTOK?

- Hor na 3To opyamne NbiITOK CNacaeT XU3HK, - Npobypyana KpacHas oOT HATYru
XKEHLLWNHA, NbITasCb YTAHYTb Tanunio KoTbl elle cuibHee.

My>X4MHbI C NHTepecoM Habnaanm 3a npoueccoM obsavyeHnss KoTbl B «MPUINYHYIO
onexny».

- Tbl MEHS 3a4yWNLIb, - Mpoxpunena nobnegHeswasn oT HegoCTaTKa Bo3ayxa KoTa,
oTbpbIKMBaACbL OT HACTOMYMBOM B CBOEM CTPEMAEHUN HYNBbI. - X0Yellb MeHs yonTb?!
MycTtn!

- Tak Hago, - yNOpHO TBepAWaa Ta, LENKOo yAep>XnBas BepTalLytoca KoTy, - MoToM
cnacnbo ckaxkelsb...

- A ecnn ckaxy «crnacnbo» cenyac, Tbl OT MEHSA OTCTaHewWb? - N3BMBaJlaCb AeBYLUKaA.

HakoHeu, Ynnea pewmnna, 41o Tanmsa KoTbl 4OCTAaTOYHO TOHKA U OTCTynwuna. [eBylika
xoTesna bbl10 obner4eHHo B3JOXHYTb, HO He yAasochk. Abilwanocb BoobLie ¢ Tpyaom,



nJjeyn B3AbiMaJNCb, HO BO34yXa SIBHO He XBaTaJl0 - OHa BCIO XKU3Hb NPUBLIKA
AblLLATb MOJIHOM rpyablo.

- JllobonbITHO, - KOoTa oulynasa noyYTu BbiNpbIrMBaloLWMe N3 KopceTa MaJlIeHbKKue
rpyan, - Tak u gosmkHo bbiTe? On! Y1o 3T107?

JleByLLUKa C y>KacoM cregnna, Kak YnnBa HeceT K Hell BOPOX Pa3HOLBETHOM oAexAbl.

- MnaTbe, - KopMunanua bpocmna K HoramMm BoCNMTaAHHULbI TPANKN U € obneryeHmnem
B340XHYNa. - Y)XKe No4YTun BCe.

- HeBepoATHO, - MoTpsaAceHHO npowenTasia KoTa. ConpoTUBAATLCA CUJT HE OCTaNoCh,
Mo3TOMY OHa JINLWb cnegunna B3raanoM 3a MaHUNynaunamMm KOpMumnnLbl, 3Has, 4To
caMa Hu 3a 4TO Obl He cyMmena 3TO NOBTOPUTD.

- OOVH... ABa... YeTbIpe, - XOPOM CHUTAIN MY>XXHYUHbI KOJIMYECTBO HaEBAEMbIX Ha
KoTy toboK.

CBepxy BCEro 3Toro Bopoxa Ymsaea BoApy3usa naaTbe U3 TSXKEN0ro Matepuana
MHOXXECTBOM 3aCTeXXekK U 3aBsi3o4ek. KoTa NunLlb cierka nokaydmBanacb, obpedyeHHo
Habnoaas 3a NPOBOPHbLIMY MasibL@MN TOW. XKEHLLWHA CO 3HaHWEeM aena
pacrnpenensna CA0XXHY KOHCTPYKLMIO MO TOHEHLKOW (hUrypke OeBYLLUKMN.

- KoTa! - TwaTenbHO n3obparkasa bnarorosemnHoe noTpsaceHne, BOCKINKHYN Kpogoc. -
[a Tbl, OKa3biBaeTCs, KeHLWwmnHa!

- Kak a4 HeHaBWXXYy 3To! - CcO 3N10CTbIo oTBeTu1Ia KoTa, C 3aBUCTbIO NOCMAaTpMBasa Ha
MY>XX4YUH. Tenepb X o4eXXAbl Y>Xe He Ka3aJIMCb CTOJIb CJIOXKHbIMU U HenenbiMu. Mo
CPaBHEHUIO C KOZINYECTBOM TPAMOK, 4TO NPULLAOCL HauennuTb Ha cebs, obnerawowme
LWTaHbl 1 KAM30J1bl BbIrNa0enm ourosbiMy IMCTOYKAMMU.

- O, 6orun! - n3ymneHHo BOCKJINKHY 1 BepHYBLUUNCA Bpagec. - YTo 3a 4y4eno?!

- 9TO BCEro NUlb A, - pacTePSAHHO NUCKHyNa KoTa.

- YT1o Tl coenana c begHon aeB4oHKON, Ymunea? - Bpagec o3agayvyeHHO nokavyan
rosoBon. KoTa Hecka3aHHO yauBMaacb Takou peakuunn. - Yero oHa Takasa KpacHasa?



- Tak Befb XKapKo O4YeHb, - eBa Abllwa, Npobnesna aesyLlka.

- A noyemy rybol Torga 6envie? - npunoaHan 6poBM CMHErnasbii My>X4unHa.

- ObllwaTb TPYyOHO, - NOYTK NpowenTana KoTa.

- Tbl NO3TOMY rslasa Tak BbiNy4ynna? - 0esioBUTO yTOo4YHUN Bpagec.

- Tebs 6bl B KOPCET 3aTAHYTb, - NpoBOpYaia ya3BaeHHasa KoTa.

- A MHe Nno cTaTyCy He MNoJIOXKeHOo, - eKO YyCMexHYyNca Bpanec n obpaTunncs K
KopMuauue: - Hem e oHa TakK NPoBUHMIACL? XOTH, KOHEYHO, A1 NPOPUIAKTUKKN
Hado, a To, Kak bbl COBCEM OT pyK He oTbunack... Ho BnonHe xBaTuo 6bl pybaliku aa
capadhaHa.

- [a? - c Hapexaon nepecnpocuna KoTa, ornsaabiBasicb Ha KOpMunuuy.

Ho Ta 6bina HenpeksioHHa.

- 9To opexxaa NPoCTbIX CENAHOK. IHTEpecHO, Kak Bbl AyMaeTe, MOCMOTPSAT Ha rpynny
6oraTo o4eTbIX My>X4YMH, COMPOBOXXAAOLWMNX CENAHCKYIO MPOCTYLUKY?

- OHa npaBa, - C coXKaJieHeM noKavan rosioBon Bpagec. Kota oTmMeTuna, 4To
MY>XYMHA NOYTU NCKPEHEH. - YunBa 6osible 3HaeT 0 XXMU3HU roPOoXKaH, HaZlo ee
CNyWaThb... €CNAN Thl AENCTBUTEJILHO X04ellb TyAa NOWTU, XOTH, JIMYHO S He MOoHMMalo
- 3ay4eM.

- Xo4y! - npocTtoHana KoTa. OHa To)Xe He 3Haja - 3a4eM, HO pBaJlaCb Ha 3TOT
npasaHUK 130 BCEX CUJT U Aa)Ke roToBa Oblnla nepeHecTun NbiTKY NaaTbeM.

- Bce 6yayT o4eThl B lyyllMe Hapsabl, - BOpYasia HeYyroMoHHas Ymunea, nbiTasach
pe3HbIM KOCTSAHbIM rpebHeM pacyecaTb YepPHbIE€ JIOXMbl BOCMUTAHHULIL. - U 9 He Xouy,
4TOOblI MOSI IEBOYKA BbIFNISiAENa XY)Xe APYrMxX AaM.

OHa y10>Kuia BoJIOCbl KOThl Ha 3aTblJIKe B TYroM NMy4oK. 3aTeM aKKypaTHO BblHyJ1a U3
60/1bLLION KPYr/IOM KOPOOKM HEYTO, MOXOXKee Ha LWKYPY PbIKEro KoTa, U NpuHanach



npuaa>XmMBaTb 3TO Ha roJIOBYy AEBYLLUKN.

- Y710 3T0? - NOTPsiCEHHO cnpocuna KoTa, paclumpuBLUMMNUCS Fia3amMm Habnogas 3a
nencrtemamm Yunebl. Cyas no nmuam bpaTtbes, Te NpebbiBasivi B TAKOM XKe LLOKe.

- Mapuk, - CHNUCXOANTENbHO 06 BACHMIA XKEHWMNHA. - TAaKOW LUMKaPHbIN LBET BOJIOC
Heobbl4alHO peaoK B 3TUX KPasX, a U3nwHee BHUMaHne tebe cenyac HU K 4emy.

«Henb3s 4onycTUTb, YTOObLI XOTb KTO-TO 3amnoi03puJl B AeBYYLIKE A04Yb MPEXHEro
xapua», - nobasuna Yunea npo cebsi. OHa OTCTyNWAa Ha Napy Waros, Aabbl OLEHUTb
CBOe TBOpeHue. TsxXKeslo B3A0XHYB, OTMeTua, 4To KoTa Bce 60Jbliue CTaHOBUTCS
NMOX0XXel Ha 0Tua, 0Co6eHHO 3To HbII0 BUAHO B pbhXeM napuke. N ToNbKo (Urypkon u
LLBETOM BOJIOC A€BOYKa nowsia B MureH.

Cne3a ckaTunach Nno weke kopMuauubl. Jliobnmas xo3sanka Bcerga HasblBasna Ynney
nogpyron. EQMHCTBEHHOW, KpOMe My»Xa, KTO 6bin 611M30K xapuecce. Yunea fo cux nop
TOJIKOM He 3HaJsia, 4TO CJIy4U0Cb TOW CTPALUHOMN HOYbIO. 3@ BCE KPaTKOBPEMEHHbIE
NOXoA4bl B ropof OHa HU C KeM He pa3rosapusana. C 0o4HON CTOPOHbI OT obuleHns
caepxunsano obewaHne, naHHoe Congecy, a c opyroun... oHa bosnacb oo cmepTn. OHa
He Buaena nvu HanaBlWKMX Ha Hee B CTPaLWHYI0 HOYb WU NoJo3peBasia Kaxx4oro
MY>XYMHY B TOM, 4TO OH Obln1 B pAgax pa3bonHmMKoB. lNapa cnoB 0 LeHe ToBapa Ha
6a3ape - BCce, 4TO Morna cebe nNo3BoNnTb BbIBLLAA CNy>KaHKa Xapuecchl.

- Y1o c Tob0on? - ncnyraHHo cnpocuna KoTta, 3amMeTuB, 4TO YnnBa paccTpomnacs.

- Tbl y)Xe Takas bonbwas, - CKBO3b CNe3bl yJ'IbI6HyJ'IaCb Ta. - CoBceM B3pocnas
XeHLWWHa.

- BOT y>X Yero MeHblUe BCEro XoTenochb, - HeloBOJIbHO Npobypyana KoTa.

- WNHTepecHo, Mbl XOTb K Bedepy fobepemcsa 0o ropoga? - CoO CKyvaloLlmm BUL0M
yTo4HUN ABec.

Ynnea, BCTPENEHYBLUNCb, CXBaTWa NJIOCKY0 KOPoboUKy 1 NpuHSAIacb KONooBaTb Hafd
NINYNKOM OeByLIKW. KoTa, owapalleHHas ewe 6onblie, My>XKeCTBEHHO Tepnena
N3MbIBaTe/IbCTBA, CTapasiCb He YnxaTb OT obsaka cTpaHHoOW 6eson Nblan, YTO BUJIOCH
BOKPYI rOJ10BbI.



- Bce-Bce, - TOpoN/MBO NoABeNa UTON KOPMUANLA, 3axaonbiBas Kopobouky. KoTa ¢
obnervyeHnem B34OXHYNA U TyT XKe 3aKalunsaaacb OT NonaBLWEro B ropTaHb NOPOLUKaA.
B paioHe NosiCHULbl 4TO-TO NOAO3PUTENBLHO LLEJSIKHY 0.

- OcTopoXXHei, - ncnyranacb Ymunea. - CTapancs gbllaTe TUXO-TUXO, YTOObI He
nopBasacb LUHYPOBKa KopceTa.

- MNonbITaloCb, - NPOBOPYaia AEBYLLIKA, OCTOPOXXHO CTynas. Horm BTUCHYThbI B y3Kune
KO>XaHble KoNnoakun. BeiBepHYB CTONY, MOKavyHynacb. EQBa coxpaHMB paBHOBeECME, OHa
C pocagown npousHecna: - Kak B 3ToMm xoaaT?!

- MpocTo He cTynan Ha NATKY, - NocoBeToBasla Yunea. - CHavYyana Ha Hoco4vek. A
nyduwe Boobule cTapancs XoAnUTb Ha HOCOYKaX, COBCEM He NepeHoCs BeC Tesa Ha
NATKY. 3To 406aBUT NOXOAKE XEHCTBEHHOCTM.

- 2T0 pobaBuT ewe 6onbwe TpyaHocTen! - npocToHana KoTa, NbiTassCb NOC/IeA0BaTb
coBeTy. - HyBCTBYIO cebs Tak, byaATO Ha MeHs BOAPY3UAM CTor ceHa! Boobuie He
3Hato, gonay v 4o ropoaa.

- lame He NpucTano Xo4AUTb NeLKoM, - oTpe3asia Yunea. - Noegewb Ha KonTe.

- [la 4To Thl! - gaxke ncnyranacb Kota. - JlagHo, A - BNoJIHE BbIHOC/IMBas U 300P0OBaq.
Ho noxxanewn KonTa, OH Xe y>Xe CTapuk, NnageT ewe no gopore.

- CeMHaguaTb NeT - eLle He CTapuk, - BO3pa3njlia KopMuianmua. - OH, MOXXHO CKa3aTb,
B CaMOM pacuBeTe cua. [la n Harpyska 3ToMy JIeHUBLY nomnaeTt TOJIbKO Ha nonb3y, a
TO CcoBCeM paccna6|/|nc9|.

Kosec Toponaueo npueen Konta. XXepebel, o6pafoBaHHO CTPUT yLWIaMn B 0OXKUAAHUN
noesnkun. Ynnea nuwb n3penka Bbibmpanacb Kyga-T1o, a 60sblUe KOHA HUKaK He
ncnonb3oBanau, No3BonsAa 6bpoanTb, raoe B3aymaetca. KonT ckyyan. Ho korga BMecTo
Yunebl B cenno 6paTtbsa 3aKNHYNM HedTo 6onbluoe n nectpoe, xxepebel, 3ap>xan u
BCTaj1 Ha ObIbbI.

- An! - BckpukHyna KoTa, MCnyraHHo yuUenuBLINChL 3a FpuBy. [leByLIKa 1 TaK MJjoxo
e3unsla BepxXoM, a B aMCKOM cefJie BoobLle Haxoaniacb BNEPBbIE B XXNU3HMU.
Yaep»XaTbCa 0Ka3anoch elle TpyaHee, YeM Ka3asock. [la elle npu NosHOM AAaMCKOW



aMyHMLUMN N pe3BOM NnoBefeHun xepebua.

- Tuxo, ManbyuK, - Yunea ymyapunacb 6biCTPO YCNOKOUTL KonTa, Tak 4To TOT 6obLue
He NbiTancs cbpocnTb UcnyraHHyo KoTy.

- Ha 4TO TONbKO HEe NPUXOANTCS UATW paan HEM3BECTHO 4Yero, - bypkHyna AeBylUKa
cebe nop HocC.

- Tebe noHpaBuUTCS, - YnnBa pacciblllana TUXMe CIoBa M NeYasibHO ynblibHyNnack. -
MocTapancsa NoayyYnTb yOOBONLCTBME OT nMoe3aku. Nynsam, TpaTbh OEHLIN...

- KcTtaTtu, - Bpagec xnonHyn cebs no nby. - fleHbru!

OH HOrom pacnaxHys OAWNH N3 MHOMOYUCJIEHHbIX SILLMYKOB, YTO BCeraa CTosauv nepenq
nanatkon Conpeca, U NOAXBATU HECKOJIbKO MaNeHbKUX 3BEHALLNX MELIOYKOB. 3aTeM
6pocunn Ka)xaomy no ceepTKy. Monyyms ceBoi, KoTa 03agaqyeHHO NoTPsaC/ia MeELLIOYeEK.

- Y10 37107

- MoHeThl, - oTBeTUN Bpapec.

- 3a4eM? - yaneuiacb OeByLlKa.

- Y106bI BpaTh TO, 4TO Tebe HYy>XKHO... U AN NPN 3TOM He BO3MYLLAINUCh... - TYMaHHO
06bACHNA OH. - 1 BOOBLWE, cCaMa nonMellb, - oTpybun 6paTt n Bopynmeo gobasun: -
Korpaa »e Bbl, HakoHeL, ynageTte!?

- He nepexwnsan, KoTa, bygeTt Beceno, - U3AWHbIN Ja>Xe B YPO4JIMBOM pa3HOLBETHOM
Kam3ose Kpoaoc noaxsatua KonTta noa y3aubl n nosen 3a cobon. Xepebeu
MOC/IYLWHO 3alarain 3a yablb4nBbIM NapHEM, a OeBYLLIKa CHOBa CXBaTu/acb 3a FpuBYy,
CTapasiCb He BblNeTeTb U3 cenna.

MNepBoe BpeMs OHWU BECesio NeperoBapuBaanch 1 WyTWUAX, MOTOM, N0 Mepe
NPOABUXEHNSA B TUXOM Jlecy, 3amosidanaun. [1o ropoa 0KasasloCb He Tak yXX U 62113Ko.
Nnu Tak noka3anock KoTe, 0THasHHO Lenasolencs 3a xepebla B Cyg0p0oXKHbIX
NnonbiTKax He yJieTeTb B KYCThl Ha oyepeaHon kopsire. OHa y>ke YeTbipe pa3a
NPOKJsiAa KN4y U TOro Heroasisl, KOToOpbIN NpuayMan Takoe HeyaobHoe ceano, a



TaK>Xe BCex MOJHMUL, YTO LennsT Ha cebs Taxenble Hap4dAabl, B6osbLUe NOXoXXKne Ha
HEeNnpucTyrnHblie KPpenocTu.

Korpga rpynna niogen Bbilia Ha beper MmaneHbkon 6bICTpon peydyLikun, y KoTbl
nepexBaTunno abixaHne. OHa Bnepsbie Buaena 3amMok. Jlec, Takon poaHon n 6amskun,
Bcerga 6bin HacToawmMmM gomMmoM. Hnyero obuiero ¢ ropo)xaHamm oHa He nMmena,
pa3nenas npe3peHune bpaTbeB NO NoBOAY CNabbix AOANWEK, NPAYYLLNXCS 3a
cTeHaMmu. A BeOb Korga-to Bpagec rosopwun, 4To OHa He nx nopoasbl. [leByuwiKa Bcerga
MbiTaNlaCb A0Ka3aTb X0JI0QHOMY MY>XYMHE, YTO 3TO He TakK, y4ymnacb obwaTbCcs C
N1eCcoM, yBa)KaTb MUP XXUBOTHbIX, NOCTUraTb HayKy BOMHa... 1 HNKorga, HUMKorga He
xoguna B 3Ty CTOPOHY.

Tenepb, korga Bpagec y>xe faBHO He NOMUHAET 0 MeCTe ee POXKAEHUs, AeBYyLIKa
BAPYr CTajla 3aMe4aTb, YTO BCe Yalle AyMaeT o0 ropoje. 3aMOK npeacTaBnsfsCcs
OFPOMHbLIM MypaBeWHNKOM, MOJIHbIM HEBEOOMbIX TalH N CKPbITbIX A4OCTOMHCTB. Kak
CTy4nT cepaedko! Cenvac oHa OKYHeTCA B OPYrY0 XU3Hb. ITO LLEKOTasNIo HEPBHI,
CJIOBHO 3a CTeHOoMn bbin gpyron mup.

LIoK, LOK, oK. OHW AKX NO MaslIeHbKOMY MOCTUKY. BHM3y Beceno 6exanun
CBepKalLline B yTPEHHEM COJIHLE CTPYWKN BOAbI, lAaCKas OCTpble KaMHU AHa. Kak xe
[0JIr0 NPOA0JIXKAETCA 3Ta BblCOYeHHas cTeHa! KoTa nbiTanacb 0CO3HATb, HACKOJIbKO
BEJINKO 3TO COOPY>XEHME, HO HNYEro He NoJsly4anocsb.

- KakoW OrpoMHbIli! - MOTPSAACEHHO MpoLlenTaia oHa.

KoBec no apyromy BOCNPUHSA ee 3asaB/IeHne N yTellnTelbHO NoxJaonasa geBYLUKY Mo
KOJ1eHKe.

- BOH, CKOpO y>Xe BopoTa.

KoTa pa3rnsnena Brnepeau Lenyto BepeHuuy nogen. Ecnm tam n 6b15m BopoTa, TO OHM
CKpbIBa/ICb 3@ 3aKpyrjieHnem cTeHbl. MNpn npubnmxeHnn okasanocb, 410
3aKpyrieHne nepeTekaeT B BbICOKOE y3KOe 34aHue, 04HO U3 ABYX, 4TO CTOSN MO
60KaM OrpoMHbIX BOPOT. balleHKn Ka3anncb CKa3zo4YHbIMU U3-3@ TOrO, YTO BblN
BbIJIOXKEHbI U3 KaMEeLLKOB, ropa3A0 MeHbLUNX N0 pa3Mepy, YeM Te, KOTopble
COCTaBJISIIN 3aWMNTHbIE CTeHbl. 1 coeanHannce mexny cobon KaMeHHbIM KOpUO0opPOM,
PaCnoJIOXKEHHbIM O4eHb BbICOKO. B LUMPOKNX OKHax Kopuaopa KoTa 3ameTunna
>KeniesHble KOT/Ibl, HA3HA4YeHNEe KOTOPbIX OCTanNoCh 3aragkon.



Korna obwurHa nogownia 6amxe, CTano NMOHATHO, Mo4YeMy y Bxoaa 6bi10 Takoe
cKonneHune nogen. YcessHHble KOBaHbIMU LLUWMAMKU, U3rOTOBJIEHHbIE N3 KPEMKOIro
MHOIOBEKOBOIro AepeBa, BOpoTa bbln Harayxo 3akpbiTbl. KOTa OKMHyNa B3rnsaom
OJINHHYI0 oYepelb »XeNalLWmnx NonacTb B 3aMOK: KTO Ha HEBbICOKMX MJIOCKMX
NMOBO3KaX, KTO Ha Jsiowaasx, a 60NbLWMHCTBO »XKe MPOCTO NELIKOM, NI0AN CMUPEHHO
0XXNAOanu, Korga nx CoOMsBosiAT BNYyCTUTb. XXEHLWNHbI U AeBYLKN Bblnn ogeThl
NPUMEPHO TakK, Kak Bcerga ogesaetcs Yunea. KoTa HegOoyMeHHO MOpPrHysa. 3a4eM xe
KOpMUMLa ee Bblpsanaa Tak CTPaHHO?

OHU NpoEe3>XaJin MUMO HECKOJIbKUX XEHLLNH B Pa3HOLBETHbLIX NJaTbax. Mpu
NPUBNMXKEHUN X TPYNMbl, BECENbIN WebeT npekpaTuics, 1 AeByLlKa ollyTuaa Ha
cebe MHOXXECTBO HeMnpua3HeHHbIX B3rnaaoB. Ka3anoch, YTO OHa YyBCTBYET, Kak
CEeNAHKM OLLYMbIBAIOT r/1a3amMu ee Teno. 3TO 0Ka3asioCh KpaliHe HEeNPUSATHbLIM.

- YTo BCe Ha MeHA TaK yCTaBUINCL? - TUXO Cnpocuna oHa Koseca, nayLuiero psaaom.

My>X4YMHa HegOYyMEHHO OrNAHYJ1ICA, MOTOM MOHMMatoLWLe XMbIKHY /1.

- A-a-a! - NpoTsAHYN pbbXKin KoBec. - Pa3spelun NnpeacTtaBuTb, AOporas CecTpuyka,
3aBUCTb NIt0ACKas, 0bbiIkHOBeHHasa! KpacmBas aeBylika, 6oratas, poCKOLWHO oaeTas,
[la elle B OKPY>XEHUN TaKNX KpacaBLEB, KaK Mbl, - OH BECeJI0 MoAMUIrHY cecTpe, -
NpocTo 06si3aHa BbI3bIBAaThb APYXKHYIO M OFPOMHYI0 3aBUCTb Y APYruX
npeacTaBUTENIbHUL, CBOEro rnona. Y noaen sooblle cymTaeTcss HENPUINYHBLIM He
BbI3blBaTb 3aBUCTU. 3HAYUT, Tbl COBO HMYEro He NpencTaBaseLb!

- CoBceM pexHynucbk! - KoTa c oTBpawleHneM nepenepHysia niaedyamum. - He camoe
NnpUATHOE 4YyBCTBO, 3a4eM 3Ty Mep30CTb eLle Bbi3blBaTb crneynansHo? U Begb Bpoae
He YPOAWHbI, Aa U He rosible... 1 ¢ pagoCcTbio NoMeHsanachb 6bl ¢ tobon N3 HMX
nnatbem. OHM XKe NMPOCTO He NPenCTaBAAT, HAa 4TO NMPUXOANTCA NATU pagn Takown
«KpacoThbl»!

- MHOrme nayT ewe n He Ha Takoe, - nogaakHyn Kosec. - A HacyeT nJaTbda - FOBOPU
Tuwe. 3Haewb, 4YTO TYT HA4YHETCA, y3Ha|7| OHW TBOW XeJlaHnsa?

- Y107 - 3anHTepecoBaHHO OTO3Baslacb KoTa.

My>X4MHa nogyman u OCMOTpescs.



- lagHo, 3To Mbl nonpobyem B cnepywowmin pas. Cenyac Hawm ogexabl 4aT HEKoe
npenmMyLLecTBo...

- Koro Tbl nwews? - KoTa nosepTenacb. - CBon BCe psaaoM, HUKTO He OTCTall.

- CTpaxy, - oTBeTWA 3a Hero Jlomnec. - YTo-To oHM He ToponAaTca. Kak 6bl NpuBieYb
BHMMaHMe 3Tux 6e30eNbHNKOB?

- O! - oceHnno Koeeca. - Bce-Taku, cectpuyka, 9 Tebs passneky. [NOMHULWb, Thbl
crnpawmBania, 4To Takoe geHbrn? [JocTaHb-Ka 0gHY MOHETKY.

KoTa ToponamBo nokonasack 3a 60rato paclunTbiM MOSICOM B MOUCKaX CBEPTOYKA.
HocTaB 61eCHYBLUMIA Ha COJTHbILLKE KPYrasLWw MeTanna, HegoyMeHHOo nosepTena B
pyKax. Mnockuin, abcontoTHO KPYTrblil, C KPUBBLIMU N306parkeHNAMN Ha Ka>kKa4o0n 13
CTOpOH. MNMoHtoxaB, nonpoboBasa KyCHYTb MOHETY, BO PTY OCTa/IC HENPUATHO-KNCIbIN
BKycC. CrJIlOHYB, BONPOCUTESIbLHO yCTaBuaach Ha bpaTa.

- JeHbrn TyT CYMTAOTCA CaMbIM M1aBHbIM, - KOBeC npe3putenbHO CKpmBUcs. - Pagn
HMX MHOrMe roToBbl Ha BCe. BOT CMOTpPU: KNHb MOHETY TyAa, r4e MHOro o aen.

MNoaoymas, KoTa 3awWBbipHYy1a KPYrasw B CaMyto cepefnHy TOro CKonumuia »XeHLwmH,
4YTO TaK BHMMATENbHO paccMaTpuBann ee. Pasgancs sm3r. [lBe XeHWnHbI
O4HOBPEMEHHO 3aMeTUIN MOHETY N 6poCUINCL 3a HEN, CTOJIKHYBLUNCL NbaMu.
Opyruve, yBnaas, 3a 4eM METHYJINCb MOAPYrKN, CrpyaAnancb, BoKpyr. Kaxxgasa ctapanach
nepexsaTuTb AeHbrn. Bokpyr MFrHOBEHHO MOAHAOCH 061aKo NblNN. XKEeHLWMHbI, eule
MWHYTY Ha3apg ObiBlWIME nogpyraMmu, gpasncb 3a MOHETKY He Ha XXW3Hb, @ Ha CMepPTb.
PacuapanbiBanu apyr Apyry avua, Tackaaum 3a TWaTeNbHO YJ/I0XKEHHbIE MPUYECKN,
oTpbiBasg BaHTbl CO CBOUX NYYLUUX MATbEB.

KoTa y>Xe noxkasnena o caeslaHHOM NoCTyrnKe, HO 6paTbhs Ka3aJiInCb 04eHb
NOBOJIbHBIMU. He noTomy, 4To nobunm HabnoaaTh 3a AEPYLLMMUCSA KOLLIKaMM, a
NOTOMY 4YTO Ha LUyM Bblibexxana cTpaka. JlIomnec NnoAKUHYN TakKylo XXe MOHETKY BBEpX,
KoTopas TyT »e bOblsla NnepexBavyeHa 0QHUM 13 NI0AEN B XKeJsle3HbIX KMpacax.

- CobnarosonunTte I'IpOVITI/I Ctoaa, rocrioga, - nNOKJA0OHWNJICA OH, YKa3blBaA MyThb.



MpoBoXKaeMble 3aBUCTAMBbLIMU B3rISAaMN MPOCTbIX NOOEN, CMYTHUKW OBUHYUCH B
CTOPOHY BOPOT. KOTa OrsisitHy/lacb Ha BCe eLle Npoao/KatoLLYOCs 3aBapyLLUKY.

- BOoT 4TO C NtoAbMU OenatoT AeHbrn, - nevyasbHO CKa3an Asec.

- 3aTO UX Hann4yme gaeT MHOrme npenmyLlecTBa, - XULWHO yJ'IbI6HyJ'ICFI Kponoc.

LLipaM Ha ero nuue nokpacHesn, cTaB elle BuaHee. CTpa)KHUK, NAYLLNIA PSLOM,
NMOKOCUJICS Ha HEro C 3aMeTHbIM COYYBCTBUEM.

- CokpoBuula, AobbiTble B 6010 40XKHbI MPUHOCUTbL OBOMHOE YyA0BOJILCTBME, - MOAanN
OH rosoc. - Cpa3y BUAHO HAaCTOALMX BOMHOB. A KTO 3Ta NnpekpacHasa nama?

- Hawa xapuecca, - He pactepsancs Kponoc, yablOHyBLIWCE elle wupe. - N Hawe
rnaBHoOe cokpoBuLe!

CTpa)kHUK NoHuMatoule ynblbHyncs, 6pocan Ha KoTy elle 0iuH BOCXULLEHHbIN B3rnam.

- O! Tak rocrnofga - 3HaTHble BesibMOXU? Jobpo noxxanosaTb B CsiaBHbIM ban! Bam
NOHPaBUTCA Haw ropoA. Xajb, 4TO Bbl HE NPUCAaAN roHua. He npuwnockb 6bl CTOATb
nepen 3akpbITbiIMY BOPOTaMU BMeCTe C NPOCTON0ANHAMU, - NofoboCcTpacTHO
NPOMOJIBUJT OH U HN3KO MOKJIOHUJICA.

J[leByLUKa, HE NPUBbLIKLWIAA K CTOJIb SIBHOMY U NPUSATHOMY BHMMAaHUIO
NMPOTMBONMOJIOXKHOIO NOJIa, MOKPbIJIaCb 04apoBaTeIbHbIM pyMsaHUEeM. OTMeTUB Npo
cebs, 4TO MOSIOAON CTPAXKHUK OYEHb Aa>XKe HMYEro BHELLHE...

- Cam aoypak, - He 3Has, Kyaa AeTb cebs oT cmyleHuns, bypkHyna oHa bpaTy.

Kpoooc ¢ yooBO/IbCTBMEM PAaCcXOX0TaJICsl, BbiI3BaB YKOPU3HEHHbIN B3r /1S4 MPA4YHOro
Jlomneca. OcTanbHbIE XXEe C NEerkoCTblo NPUCOEAVHUINCL K BECENbI. XOX04a, OHU
NPOLLSIN B MPUOTKPbLITbIE BOpOoTa. A KoTa cnerka Hak1oHUIacb K MoOs040My
CTPa>KHUKY, PacTEPSAHHO OTMETUB, YTO B3rJIS[ MYy>X4YMHbI CKOJIb3HYJ1 Ha ee OroJieHHoe
NeKonbTe.

- Cka)xunTe, a noyemy He BNyCcKarlT BCex?



- Tak paHo eLlle, - yaMBWJICA TOT, @ MOTOM MOHMMatowwe ynblibHyNCs: - Bl Bnepsble B
Hawmnx Kpasx? Cyas no HeobblYHOMY LIBETY BalUMX NPEKPACHbIX ria3, Bbl pOAOM U3
3eMenb KpoboBs. § cabiwan, 4To TaMm COBCEM Apyrue Tpaauumnm. B nongeHb coctonTca
TOP>XeCTBEHHOE OTKPbITUE BOPOT, 1 ByAyT npuriaweHbl BCe XKenatlme.

- N 4To, - yXacHynacb KoTa, - HaM NpuaeTcs A0 NONYAHS X OATb HavYasna npa3gHuKa?

- Hy 4T0 BbI! - 3aMaxan pykamMmu Mosi040n 4YenoBek. - [opo)KaHe y)xe € paccBeTa
npas3gHyloT, Aa U apMapKa B CaMOM pa3rape... 3TO OKpPeCTHble cengHe BbIHY>XOEHbI
XOaTb. TakoB 0Obl4ai, HNYEro He Nogenaelb.

KoTa HenoHuMatoLe MOPrHyia, NpoBOXXasa B3rna40M OCTaBLUErocs y BOpoT
CTpa)KHMKa. KonT y>Xe 3BOHKO Bpskaa noAKoBaMm No KaMeHHOM MOCTOBOW 3aMKa.
LLINpOKNIA NONYTEMHbBIA KOPUAOP, Yepe3 KOTOPbIN OHW cendac npoxoannun, boin
abcontoTHO NycT. I MO HEMY MOXXHO BbII0 OLEHUTb TONLWMHY KPENOCTHbLIX CTEH. A
Brepeauv Xxnaas ropopn ¢ KpacuebiM Ha3BaHnem ban. OH BCTpeyas HOBbIX FOCTEN
Bece/bIM LLYMOM U MecTpbiM CTONINOTBOPEHNEM Ha MJoWaamn, KoTopas packKuHynach
nog BbICOKUMU CTEHaMUN BeJSIMYECTBEHHOIr0 3aMKa.

BoT Tenepb KoTa MoYTu HE OT/IMYaNacb OT MHOXXECTBA MOPOXKAHOK B LLIMKAPHbIX
oJleAHNAX, BaXXKHO LUaraoLwmx rno niaowann. Ha MmHorux 6einm ele 6osee CrioXKHble
Hapaabl. [leBylliKa N3yMJIEHHO NPoBOAWA B3r/ISA0M AaMy C Y)XACHbIM
HArpoMOoXKAEeHMEM Ha rosioBe. Mapuk 3TO UM CTPaHHbIE YKPALLEHUS NPUKpPeneHbl Ha
BOJIOChI - KOTa He Morsa bbl cka3aTb HaBepHsika. Ha caMoM Bepxy nexxann QppyKThl,
Ka)keTcs, caMble HacTosuwme. OHa ¢ TpyaoM nobopona XenaHue cTawmTb cnesoe
KpacHoe a6n104ko. Ho Bnepean »xxaano eule 6onbluee noTpsaceHne. Ha oqHoM u3
6a/IKOHOB OHa YBUAENa CTAaPYH XKEHLLVHY C ropAbiM Bbipa>keHNeM Ha MOPLLNHUCTOM
nuue. Ha namMe 661710 HaCTOILKO OFPOMHOE NaThbe, YTO OHO 60JbLUE NOXOAUII0 Ha
O[lHY 13 TOProBbIX NasaToK.

- Cnacunbo Ttebe, Ynnea, - ¢ 4yBCTBOM NpomnsHecna KoTa. I XoTb KOpMUAMLLA HE MOrfa
yCnblWaTh OEeBYLIKY, OHa BCe paBHO TBepAWaa 3Ty pa3dy BCAKUNA pa3, Kak 3amMeyana
elle Kakme-Hmbyab HenenocTu.

BpaTbs C ynbibkaMn nocMaTpMBanM Ha yaUBAEHHYO KoTy. OHU WYCTPbIMA 3MESMMU
LWHbIPSAW B TO/IME, BCOBbIBAS B PYKW CECTPbl TO apoOMaTHOE NMUPOXKHOE, TO KaKylo-
HMByab NobpsakywKy. [leBylika ep3aia Ha MeaneHHO npoasuratowemcs Konte n ¢
y>KacoM Habntofana 3a BCeEM, YTO TBOPUTCS BHU3Y. BOT nepen Hel BO3HMK YBapoc U,



XUTPO NMOOMUIHYB CBETJ/IbIMU rNa3amMu, noTawmn Kosta B CTOPOHY. Bckope oHM
npnbansnnmncb K HeboNbLLIOW OTrOPOXKEHHON MNJoOWAaAKe, Ha KOTOPON ABOE MY>X4UH B
MOMATbLIX AOCNeXax He MepBON CBEXECTU NbiTanCb 6BUTbCS Ha Medvax. KoTa ¢
HeMasibiM YOAMUBJIEHUEM CMOTpEesia Ha CTapaHuUs BOUHOB, HE B CUJIAX MOHATb, HEyMeXxu
no-HacTosAWeMy OepyTCs UK XXe NpPoCcTo UrpatT Ha Nybnunky.

Tonna BOKpYr HEMCTOBCTBOBAJA, Noabaapueas cpaxkatowmxcs. Bot oguH ynan,
BTOPOW BOCTOP>XEHHO 3aKpuyas, notpsicas meyom. C TpyAoOM CTaLLMB C FOJI0OBbI
N3PSAHO NOKOPEXKEHHbIN LUIEM, MY>XX4YNHA FOPAbIM B3rnsa40M C TPUYMMOM OKUHY N
ToNny. 3aep>XaBLNCb HA MUIOBUAHOM Nn4nke KoTbl, yNbIOHYNCS N, KpacysChb,
HanpaBWUICSA NPAMUKOM K Hel. NMopaBHABLINCL C AeBYLUKOW, C NahoCOM NPOn3HeC:

- Mocesawat nobeny aTon npekpacHom game! BaM NOHPaBUIOCh, KakK S Cpakacs,
Munasa 6apblHA?

- He o4eHb, - Nno)Kana naevdamu heBYyLllKa.

C NMuUa MY>XUYUHbI CXJIbIHYJ10 BCE BE/INYNE, OCTAaBMB MECTO TOJIbKO AJ1S MOJTHOWN
pacTepsiHHoCcTU. A KoTa crnokoinHo gobasuna:

- Ho BaM eLlue noBes3no, 4TO TOT BTOpOI7I BoobLEe He 3HaeT, Kak 6paTbCFI 3a MeM.

1, ocTaBMB NpPUTKXLLErO rocrnoAnHa rayno MopraTb BCien, pa3sepHyna Konta B
APYryto CTOPOHY. YBapoC y>xe Ky[a-To UcYyes, 3aTo psaaoM BO3HUK Jlomnec. Hago
oTAaTb OO/HKHOe BpaTbsAM, OHU He Bpocanu OEBYLIKY OAHY.

- MHe CKy4HO, - no>anosasnacb emy KoTa. - I 3agHuuUy y>Xxe otcuaena.

[Be nponsbiBalOWe MUMO AaMbl pacC/ibillany ee Cs10Ba N pacTepsAHHO
nepernaHynnce. Ho KoTa He 3amMeTwua B3r1940B CBbICOKA. EM ObI/10 HE A0 4yXAbIX
NPUANYUNA.

- Tak Nporynsincs, - paBHOAYLIHO Mo>kan naedvamm Jlomnec.

MosiBMBLLININCSA KaK Bbl U3 HUOTKyAa KoBec NMOMOr AeBYLUKe CMyCTUTbCS. ABEC NMPUHA
KonTa noA y3aubl 1 NOBeN B CTOPOHY. KOTa MOCNoHsAIaCb HEMHOMO B TOJINE, CTapasch
He ynyckaTb 13 Bnay Jlomneca. Ho KpoMe TONKOTHU HMUYEro He YyyBcTBOBasia. OHa



ycTana. CnagocTu y)xe He ne3u B ropsio, OT HENPUBLIYHOW efbl CUJIbHO TOLWWHWAO0. Ha
MHOIOYMNCJIEHHbIE Pa3HOLBETHbIE TPAMNKK, 4TO NPOLaBaJIMCb Ha Ka>X40M Luary,
Boobule He cmoTpena. MeTHynacb ObIJI0 K OPY>XXUIO, HO pa304apoBaHHO MNOKPYTW/Ia B
pyKax XxanTypHO caeflaHHble nyradn. OTNMXHYB HaxBasMBaloLLEro Togap nNpoaasLa,
nogeprana pykas Jlomneca.

- MonpemTte gpomon!

TOT yANBAEHHO NMOCMOTPEST Ha OEBYLUKY.

- Tbl )Xe BCeX yToMW/a, C AeCATOK AHEeW nognpbirmBas: «apMmapkal», «npasgHuk!», a
Tenepb elle A0 OTKPbITUA - 4OMON?!

- MHe CKy4HO, - Hbisla KoTa. - 9 HaTepsa NS>XXKN 3TUMN O6p€38HHbIMI/I WwTaHaMMN...

- Yynkamu, 4To nn? - owesioMneHHo nepecnpocun Kpoaoc. - 3To He WTaHbI.

- la MHe [0 flecy, Kak OHM Ha3blBalOTCA! - MPOCTOHaNa AeBYyLIKa. - Y MEHA HaBepHoe
y>Xe KpoBaBble Bongbipn! A pebpa, kaxkeTcs, BoobLie KONbSMU NPOTKHYIN BCe TeNo...

- EpwncTb, KoTa! - Bbipyrascs YBapoc. - B Ko Beku BblpBaUCb B ropof 6e3 HyaHOro
Conpeca v BpegHoro Bpageca, Tak Tbl BCe yA0BOJIbCTBME nopTuwwb! Mongn kyna-
HNOYAb, Aa CTAHW 3T WTaHbI... YYJIKW, Aa Y4TO X04ellb, TOJIbKO HE CTOHN!

- Monpem, - ABec, KOTOpbIN BEPHYCA yXKe be3 xepebua, yBepeHHO NoTaHYN KoTy 3a
t0bKy. - KaxkeTcs, 9 Buagen noaxoasiiee Mecteyko...

OH noTawmn cecTpy B CTOPOHY, rae cTosaam Hebonblume KpbiTble CO BCEX CTOPOH
nanaTtkn. Mexay AByMs BuagHencsa Hebonbwom npoxon. ABec NPOTONKHY ee Tyaa, a
CaM OCTasiCA CTOSATb CHapy>u. KoTa Toponineo npoLlusa Brnepes 1 okasanach Ha
MaJIlOCEHbKONM MoLanke, 3aBajleHHON CTapbiMU AePEBSAHHbIMU ALWLMKaMU.
MNAoxXHyNnacb Ha 0 gWH N 3agpana obKy.

- HeHaBuXy! - 6pro3)Kasa oHa, CTacKkmBas C cebs ypoanmebie TPSAMNKK, ropao
MMeHyruwnecs Yyysakamu. - HeHaBuxy!



Yynkn nonetenn B CTOPOHY, a KoTa BCKOYMIIA U NMPUHANACk C OCTEPBEHEHNEM
OTpbIBaTb HUXXHME MHOIOSIPYCHbIe 106KKN, 6ONIbHO X/1IecTaBLLME HOMM NMpu xoabbe.

- He Bugen Ctosib LWWMKAPHbIX HOXKEK HU Y OHOW Kpacasuubl! - ycnblwana KoTa.

- Henoctmxmnmo! KTo-To 3HaeT, 4TO Yy XeHLWWH eCTb HOrn! 9To NpUTOM, 4TO UX TaK
TwWaTesIbHO CKPbIBAKOT, - BOPYJIMBO OTO3BaJlaCb OHAa, pa3pbiBas TECEMKW.

(naBa 3

- 9 He Mewato? - yTo4YHUN cobecenHUK.

KoTa MeNnbKOM rgHyJsia Ha BbICOKOIro HeCKJlagHOro MoJsiogoro 4yesioBeka co
CMEeLNnBbLIM B3ridagom FOJ'Iy6bIX rna3s.

- HNCKONbKO, - pa3apakeHHo npoBopYana oHa, 3ybamum paspbiBas 0cobo Kpenkyto
NAMKY. BenocHe)XHbIN BOPOX HMXXHUX 10O0K C LypLIaHUEM ocen Ha 3emnto. KoTa
obsier4yeHHoO B3[0XHY 1A, NepecTynuia Yepes NblibHble TPSAMKNU 1 NonpaBuia

KopcaXk. - BoT 6bl eLle 3Ty ApsiHb CTAHYTb Kak-HMOyAb, HO A1 3TOro NPULLINOCL bbl K3
NnnaTbs BblbUpaTbhCca! Kakme xKe 4yooBULLHO HeyaoOHble, 3TU NpUAnNYHbIe oaexabl!

- A 06bI4YHO Bbl HOCUTE Hernpwuan4dHble? - 3anHTepecoBaBLUNCb, YTOYHWUI1 HE3HaKOoMeL,.

KoTa yamB/seHHO NocMoTpesia 3a CNuHYy, 3arfsHysa 3a AWwmnku.

- 3[1eCcb KTO-TO eLle npaveTcs? Kakoe nonyssipHoe MecTo - ropofickast spMapka,
YKPbITbCSA OT NI0JeN - Liesloe UCKYCCTBO!

- HeT, TyT TONbKO £, - HeA4OYMeHHO NpobopMoTan NapeHb, TwaTelbHO 3aTanTbiBas
He4YyTo, BCe elle ncnyckatwuliee nerkun gbiMok. NMoaobHbIn XXe AbIMOK, TOJIbKO
cBeTJiee, BUJICS BOKPYT €ro rosioBbl... XOTS, BO3SMOXXHO 3TO JINLb NOKa3asoCh
heByLllKe n3-3a NnoslyobMopo4YHOro CoctossHmsA. - CKaxute npsamo, Bbl -
3aMaCKNUPOBAHHbIN JIOKKN?



- NMo4emy Tbl obpallaewbCs KO MHE TakK, CJIOBHO MEHS KaK MUHUMYM ABOE€? - C
noao3peHneM rasHysia Ha Monoaoro Yyenoseka Kota. - 1 Kakme Mackm - Ha MHe HeT
HW ogHown!

- Hy, 3To npocTo Ans Npuanyus... - COBCEM pacTepsiCs NapeHsb.

Benbin AbIMOK, KaK XXWUBOW, BUIbHYJ1 BOKPYF €ro rosoBbl, @ 3aTEM LUYCTPON 3MENKOW
NCcYyes B Kyye SALLNKOB.

- OX y>X MHe 3Tu ropoackue npuan4unal - poHU4Ho oipkHyna KoTa.

OHa cMepuia He3HaKoMLa C roJIoBbl A0 HOM MPUANPYMBLIM B3rnsaaoM. O4eHb
BbICOKUI. N3n1nWHe fAINHHbBIE HOMU U PYKW CO34,aBasin BrievyaT/IEHNE, YTO X HACUIbHO
BbITArMBanu. Towmn, begpa yskue. Ho 13-3a HEMPOMOPLMOHAILHO LWNPOKKX Miey
C03/aBaJIoCh OLYLLEHNE, YTO 3@ BOPOTHUK 3aCYHYIM Nasky. bonblive KUCTN 1 cTonsl.
Mononol YenoBek CUJIbHO CyTY/IUCS, NPX 3TOM FoJloBa HEMHOIO yLUJ1a B NJieyn,
TOYHO OH 3JINJICS HA KOr0-TO, CMOTpPEN Kak bbl «Habbl4YMBLUNCE». A BOT JINLLO COBCEM
IOHOLLIECKOE, KO>XKa He TPOHYTa AaXke MeJIKUM MNyLKOM. HeMHOro HanBHoe, faxke
HECKOJIbKO pacTEPSIHHOE Bblpa>KeHNE OH HEYMEeSO MbITasCs 3aMaCKMpPoBaTb LIMHNYHOM
MUHON. B obLieM, napeHb NPOM3BOAMA BreYaT/IEHNE OOMALLUHEro ryceHka, no
Henenown cNy4alnHOCTU BbIYMUBLLErOCS B FHe3e Yy XULWHOro opfa, 1 no3ToMy
CTapaTesibHO MblTaloLWerocs NoACTPONTLCA MO CBOEro rpo3HOro poaAnTens.

- CoBCeM 3esieHbln, - HacMewWwNnBO XMbikHYyNa KoTa. - Ckosibko Tebe neT, 4yno?

- TpnHapuaTb, - CMYLLEHHO CbEXUBLLUNCL, OTBETU HE3HaKoMel,. Noxoxxe, emy 6bin10
HEeJ/I0BKO MPU3HaBaTbCA B CTOJIb OHOM BO3pacTe, TakK He BSAXKYLLEMCSH C BbICOKOM
durypon. Ho Bbipa>keHne nmua CoOoTBETCTBOBAJIO Ha3BaHHOMY 4YuMcay, Tak 4To KoTa ¢
onobpeHneM KMBHya. ABHO He CoJsira, He NMonbITascsa NPUyKpacuTb
NEeNCTBUTENIbHOCTbD.

- A Kak Tebsl 30ByT? - MPOCTO CNPOCUIa OHa N HEOXXNOAHHO NPUBETINBO YNblOHYNACh.
NapeHb HEMHOrO oneLns, CJIOBHO B OTBET Ha YECTHOCTb 0XKMAa/ TOJIbKO HaCMELLKMU.

- Jlan, - CKOH(py>XeHHO BYpPKHY1 OH.



Mpwn BCen HavanbHoOW BpaBane, MOJIOAON YENI0OBEK OKa3asiCAa BECbMa CTECHUTESEH.
Nnn oH Tak oTpearnpoBaJsl Ha NPoCToe OTHoWweHne KoTkl? Ho OHa BeAb He 3HaJla, Kak
MPUHATO pa3rosapmeaTb MOJIOAbIM JIIOAAM B TaK Ha3blBAaeMOM «MPUJIUYHOM
obuwecTBe». X0TA, MOrsia NOKAACTbLCS, 4TO €Cav OHU My4nnm ceba noaobHom XXyTKon
o4exaon, ToO U B 0bLeHnn BbIs1I0 Tak XKe Masio eCTeCTBEHHOr 0.

- Tbl Takag CTpaHHag... AyMatlo, Tbl Ha CaMOM Jesie NIOKKW. [MpoCTo No KakKnm-To
npuyYnHam He xo4yelb ObITb y3HaHHON. BOH 1 Nnapuk cTpaweHHbIn Hauenunia! U Ha
e CTONbKO KOCMEeTUKN, Kak byato Ha 6an cobpanacs.

- 3Han bbl Thl, Kak 3TO BCe NPOTUBHO, - CMOPLWMIACh AeBYLIKa, C OTBpalleHneM
oLlyLlas Ha vue Csion Nyapbl, y)Xe cMelwasLlencs ¢ MoTOM N OPOXKHOMN Mbl1bIO, U
nocemMy CTaBLUen COBCEM KOLIMAPHbIM UCMbITaHNEM A1 KOXU. - apuK NOCTOAHHO
cronsaeT, No /Ly 4TO-TO Te4eT, CJIOBHO YepBn NOJI3atoT, BCHA BCMNOTesia B 3TOM
KOCTIOME, KaK B npesioM ctore ceHa! A ewe Tydn! 3To NpoCTO MNbiTKa Kakasa-To!

- Tak 3a4eM Tbl ceba Tak MyYaelwb? - HEeCKa3aHHO yanesuacs Jlan. - Tl XXe NOKKK! Bbl
BOJIbHbl HOCUTb BCE, 4TO YroAHO, HUKTO 1 cfloBa He cKaXkeT! Tbl 4TOo - He 3Hasa? A KTO
TBOW HacTaBHUK? OH ToXe cenyac B bae?

- NoyeMy Tbl 3aaellb CTOJIbKO BOMPOCOB? - CHOBa NOA03pUTENIbHO cripocusia KoTa.
OHa pelunsia Noka He roBOpUTb, YTO Aa)XKe He 3HAeT, KTO Takue JIOKKU. Bapyr 3To
ewie npurognTcs. - Tbl YTO, CAM - 3TU CaMble JIOKKU?

- HeT, - Kak-To Yepecyyp nocnewHo oTeeTun Jlan, fa)ke 3aMoTaB ros0BOM ANs
yb6eanTenbHOCTU, TOYHO ObiTb JIOKKK ANA HEero 4yTb JIN He NO30PHO. - 1 MPoCTo
YyOVBWJICS, BCTPETUBLLUCH C JIOKKW INLOM K nnudy. Movyemy-To Marn o6xoasT Halu
ropoj CTOPOHON, XOTS B COCEAHUX NOSBAAOTCS AOBOJIbHO YacTO U MOJIb3YOTCS
cBOVMM npuBunernaMmun. - OH NOMepxHysCcs, KawasHyn N, OKOHYaTesIbHO CMYTUBLLWUCD,
nobasunn: - Hy, Tak roeopsrT...

- Hy, nagHo, - oTpybuna KoTa, pewmnTesibHO NoAHMMAsACh C NOJIYPaCKO/0YEHHOI 0
AWMKa, rae cnaesna BoO BpeMs pa3roBopa, AaBas OTAbIX HATEPTLIM CTYMHAM. - MeHs
XAOYT! - VI pelnTensHo NMHyB Ky4dy 6es1oro Tpsinbs B CTOPOHY, HanpaBuaach K

npoxony.

- XoaunTb 34ecb 60CMKOM, - YCMEXHYBLWUCb, 3aMeTunn Jlan, - a 6bl He coBeToBan. Ecnm
A0pPOrn HOrM, KOHEYHO... Kak 6bl HM Obl/in y>KaCHbI 3TU CTapoMoOAHble Tydan, Bce-Taku



npuaoeTcs Ux HageTb.

KoTa C HEHaBUCTbIO MIsHYJ1a Ha KOXKaHble KONI0AKW, B340XHYJ1a U BCIOMHMA
MOCTOBYIO, YK€ C CaMOro yTpa 3ara>KeHHyl octaTkaMuy nuuin, ga yCesaHHyo
KepaMnyecknmm ockonkamu. M 6bina BblHYy>KAeHa NpU3HaTb, 4TO NapeHb npas. C
TOCKOW nornsagena Ha Jlaa (CHU3y BBepX, NOCKOJIbKY KoTa 6bls1la Mo4TK Ha ABE roJioBbl
HUXe), NOTOM Ha Tydaun. TsKeno B3A0XHYB, C TPYAOM BTUCHY1a B HUX pacnyxwine oT
HenpmuBbl4HOM 06yBM CTYNHWU. LLlarHyna v cpasy oxHysa oT 60nun. KpoBasblie MO30/n
cpa3y nanun o cebe 3HaTb. HO, NOKOCMBLUUCH Ha Jlas, CTUCHYa 3yObl n TBEPOON
MoXoOKOW Hamnpasuaach K BbIXOA4Y U3 3aKyTO4YKa. TaM, He NyCKasd HUKOIro BHYTPb,
Tepnennso oxxmnaan Aeec.

- MoxeT, elle yBuMaAMMCS, - yCJ/bllwasa oHa Xpunsbl ronoc Jlas. Kasasnocbk, NnapeHb
caM He Bepwua B 3TO. - Hangewb MeHs Ha nNyCcTbipe 3a CTEHOM, OKOJ10 CTaporo
MOCTO4Ka 4epe3 Opu. 4 TaM NoYTU KaxKabll Be4ep TPEeHUPYIOCh...

B 4eM TpeHupyeTCs HOBbIN 3HAKOMbI, KOoTa y)xe He pacchibillana, MoCKOobKY LUyM
npasgHyoLWen ToAMbl 3arnyLwna BCe 3BYKUN.

- YTO Tak JONro? - NoYTWN pasapa>KeHHOo rnposopYas ABec, XBaTas CECTPY 3a PYKY. -
Tenepb pyUCKyeM NOTEPATb CBOUX - CTAHYT /I HAC XAaTb!

Ho KoTa nuwb 61a>keHHo ynbibHynacb. la, Ha Hen Bce eue 6bin ypoaIMBbIA PbIXKUIA
napuvk, ga cTuckmeawowmim pebpa KopceT, HO OT YyJI0K, CTPALLUHO HaTUPaoLLNX
BHYTpPEeHHMe CTOpOoHbl 6enep, oa Taxenbix 160K, TAHYLMX Teso K 3eM/e, OHa BCe-
Taku nsbasunack! U y)xe 310 HeckasaHHO pafoBano. M noka Aesec Tawmn ee 3a cobon,
YHbIJIO NbiTasACb HAaUTK B Tosine bpaTbeB, KoTa BCMOMHMUIA O HElaBHEW BCTpeYe "
HeoXXugaHHo gna cebs ynbibHynack. bbl0 4TO-TO TporaTeNbHO-HAaUBHOE B CMELLHOM
HecKJlagHOM MapeHbKe...

BHe3anHo 13 ckonuuia Hapoda BO3HUK yrpoMblil Jlomnec n NOTSHYN AEBYLIKY 3a
NIOKOTb.

- Hy, raoe Bbl nponagann? Mbl y>xe 4ac pbILLEM Mo BCen naowanmn! - HaxXMypuBLLUCS,
BOPY/INBO BbIrOBapuBaJs OH. - He Hago 6bin10 6paThk AEeBYOHKY, OflHa 3ab60Ta - CNeanTs,
KaK bbl Yero He C/y4YnIoCh.



Jlomnec Bop4an 1 BopYaJs, Aepras CecTpy 3a pyky. bblslo Tak XOpoLLIOo ele MUHYTY
Ha3afj, a Tenepb pa3gpa’keHne pBasocb U3 rpyaun, cCMeTasi BCe CTPaxMu.

- 1a HMU4ero co MHom He cnyunTca! - KoTa BbipBasach U3 Lenkux pyk. - Boobuie,
Mo)xeTe natm cebe no ceomm genam, a 9 byay oaHa passsiekaTbcs!

OHM ewe y3HatoT, 4To KoTa cama MoXeT o0 cebe noszabotutbca! leBywka 310
nepenepHysia XyaeHbKUMU MaednKamm, Korga CKpuBmBLLMNCSA JIoMnec CyHy B PyKKU
MeLUOoYeK C AeHbraMu, y Hee y>xe eCTb 0AuH. Ho, Korga sapkmne Kam3osibl Jlomneca un
ABeca nc4yesnun 3a urypamm obbiBatenen, Kota 3anaHnkoBasa, MOCKOJIbKY BNepBbie
ocTasiaCcb 0AHa, a ToJINa Hapo4a NokKa3saJiaCb OrPOMHbLIM CTpaLHbIM Yyguwem. B necy
BCE 3HAKOMO, TaM CMNOKOWMHO U KaXXAbl KYCT POAHON. 34ECb e YyXXMe 3anaxu,
cbmBarwwme ¢ TonKy MHoroobpasnem n NOPoON HENPUATHLIM OLLYLLIEHVWEM B FOPTaHWU.
KoTa crnoTHyna, BbinpsaMmuaacb U cMeno ocMoTpenacb. OHa He O0J/KHa BblKa3blBaTb
CcTpaxa. bpaTbsa BnonHe Moram HabnwaaTb 3a HeW, CTPeMACh Y3HaTb, Kak KoTa cebs
noBeneT B 3TOM cMTyauumn. 310 6bia NtobumMbin cnocob BoCNMTaHUS WEHKOB B CTae:
BpoCUTb 1 NO3BOJINTb MEJIKOMY CaMOMY Hay4YnUTbCS BbIBUPATbCHA U3 C/I0XKHOMN
cuTyauunu.

KoTa He AOCTaBUT UM TAaKOro yaoBO/bCTBMA. bpaTbs )xe NoToM uensin rog éyayT en
BCNOMUHaTbL 3Ty Heyna4dy! A Bpagec, Kak y3HaeT - coBceM 3aTiokaeT! Npun 3ToM
OEeBYyLIKa JlyKaBua cama c cobon, MOCKOJIbKY 3Hasla - CTas HUKOrAa He OCTaBuT
weHka 6e3 nogaoepxku. YTo 6bl HXU CyYMIoCh, BpaTbsa PAAOM, U OHa He NMonageT B

beny.

NonpaBuB Napuk, rnowsa snepen, HagesiCb CaMou MOHATb, KaK HY>XHO BecTn cebs B
HEeNMpMBbLIYHON CUTYaunn. My>x4nHa B CTPaHHOW NMJOTHOW pybaxe ¢ ABYMS TKaHEBbIMU
XBOCTaMW Ha 3afHULeE, 4TO Wes Brepeaun, KUHYJ Mesikyto MOHETKY TPaKTUPLLUKY,
cTosAWweMy Ha ynamue ¢ 604OHKOM 1 YPOOSIMBON KEpaMMNYECKON KPYy>XXKon. ToT cpa3y
HaIN AHTAPHOW MPO3PaYHON XNOKOCTU U MPOTAHYN NoKynaTeno. My>x4uHa, He
OTpPbIBAACH, 3aJ1MOM BbIMW COAEPXKUMOE, NO0BOJILHO PbIPKHYJI, YTEP POT PYKaBOM W,
XJIONHYB TPaKTUpLWMKa No njaevy, nowen ganbLie.

KoTa TyT >Ke noAcko4mia K TPaKTUPLLKNKY, BCYyYMB TOMY MOHETY, KOTopas nepsBom
nonanacb B pyKy M3 Mewoyka. OnewwmnBLUINA TPaKTUPLWMK pacTEPSIHHO KPYTW B pyKax
30/10TOM KPYTr AL, PasMbILLIAA - YEro X04eT 3Ta sIBHO 3HATHas C BuAy Aama. KoTa xe
JIOBKO NepexBaTMB KepaMMNYECKYIO KPY>KKY, CaMa Hanna SHTapHOM XXUOKOCTU U
onpokunHyna cebe B poT. Ho TyT xe 3axnebHynacb 6ypnsawmnmMm ny3sbipbKaMu.
BbiTapawme rnasa, NoCneLwHo CritoHyJ1a FOpbKOBATYHO XXKUAKOCTb. OT(hbIpKaBLLUCh,



nocCTtapasiaCb npmnaaTtb MLy OOBOJIbHOE Bblpa>KeHWe N XJ1I0MHYJ1a Mo rJjieyy
TpaKTUpLKMKa. ToT, COBCEM OKOCEB OT Npoucxodallero, MeasieHHo rnoexas B CTOPOHY
n, He yagep>XaBWUCb, NMJIIOXHYJ1ICA Ha 6ok, YPOHNB ,El,paI'OLl,eHHbII7I 6o4yoHOK. CKBO3b
TpeEWnHY B AeEpPEBE, 6yJJ,TO Pany, Npoco4nsiaCb Ha rpda3Hble KaMHW CBETJ10->KEJ1TadA
XNOKOCTb.

KoTa e, cHacT/inBas nocjie NepBoro CaMoCcTOSATENIbHOrO rOPOACKOro NMocTyrka,
nowia ganblue, He obpawlas BHUMaHUA Ha NepeLllenTbiBaHUA OKpy>Xalowmnx. W nycTb
APSiHb, KOTOPYIO MM NPOXO0XKME, OKa3asacb COBCEM MPOTUBHOW, AeBYLUIKaA
cnpaBuiacb 1 6bina KparHe JoBoJsibHa cobon. OrnsaabiBasCb MO CTOPOHaM, yBUAENa,
4YTO MHOIMe JTaBKM OKPY>KEHbI TO/MOI 3€BakK, a 04Ha COBCEM nycToBasia. OKoNo ABepu
Ha MaJIEHbKOM CTYJibYMKE ApeMal XyAeHbKNA CTapn4oK. PelunTesnbHO HanpaBUBLLMCH
Tyna, KoTa Beceno nogymana, 4To 34eCb He OTAABAT HOru. M OHa, HaKoHeL,, CMOXXeT
4YTO-HMOYAb KynuTb. Cama!

He obpallas BHUMaHMS Ha CTapuka, NPOCKOJIb3HY1a BHYTPb IaBKu. [oMelleHne
BCTPETWUJIO ee NoJlyTEMHOW Npoxaanon. Hacnaamelince TULWLINHON, KoTa ABUHYNaCh
BOOJIb MPUAaBKa, OLYMbiBaa pa3anyHblie TpSnkn. CTapuK y BXoAa BCKOJIbIXHYCS U
CTPEMUTENILHO B/IeTEN B JIAaBKY, CJIOBHO eMy 6bif10 He 6onbliue agBagLaTu.

- Y10 xKenaet munasa negn? - 3anebesnn oH.

- O! - KoTa 6ecuepeMOHHO 3asie3sa B CTapbll 0OUTLIN )Xene3oM CyHAYK, BbiTalluB
OJIHHBIM 4y Tb MepLuatowmny niaw ¢ kantowoHoM. - Kpacmso! 3To 4To Takoe?

- 3T0, - 3aCyeTuJICA TOProBeL, - XOpoLWuni naawl, OTJNYHbIN naaw! Focno)a NoKKN,
OH BaM MnpekpacHo nogonaeT!

- KTo nokkun? - KoTa HaxMypunacb n obepHynacb. CerogHs y>ke BTOPOW pa3 roBopsT,
4YTO OHa - KaKas-To JIOKKU. - N BoobLe, KTO Takne NoKKn?

- Tak marun... - Ctapuk pactepsancd, HoO Yyepe3 MrHOBeHMe rnasa ero HanoJIHNINCb
CTpaxoMm, pyku 3atpsacancb. OH ynas Ha KoJsieHN 1 B3BbIJ1: - OW, MPOCTUTE CTapuKa,
rocno>xa /IoKkn. KoHe4yHo e, Bbl He Mar! [pocTuTe, 1 HUKOMY He CKaxy!

KoTa MaxHyJsia pyKon Ha TPACYLLEerocs CTaporo My>4unHy, O4eToro B npocTbie
XO0J1LLOBble DPIOKK U TOHKYI0 pybaxy, YKpalleHHYo rpyboin BbiluMBKON. I BHOBb
obpaTunna B30p Ha LUMKAPHYI TKaHb B pykax. OHa HMKOrga He Buaena nogobHom



KpacoTbl, Aa)Ke YniBa He NMpuBO3uaa HMYero nogobHoro. TyT BO3HUKIA MbIC/b, 4TO
ecnun bbl ee ogenn B cambie HeynobHble oaeXabl, CLUMTbIE N3 3TON TAaUHCTBEHHOWN,
MepLualLlWwen HoOYHbIM HeEBOM 1 WypLwallen cTapon TpaBon Ha 3abbiTon Tpone
BonwebHon TKaHn, KoTa bbl cTepnena nobble HeyfobCTBa, faXXe HN NMNKHYB HUYEro B
npoTecT.

- Kak 3T0 HOCAT? - 3a4apOBaHHO CNPOCK/Ia OHA Y TOProBLa.

ToT B34POrHy, NOAHSJICA N OCTOPOXKHO, CTapasiCb He MpUKacaTbCs K CaMOW AeBYLUKe,
nomor HageTb nnaw. MontoboBaBLLINCL Ha cebsi B OFPOMHOM, B YEJIOBEYECKUI POCT,
NOTEPTOM UM Nbl/IbHOM 3epKasie, KoTa 3aMeTuNa, 4TO KpacoTa nsalla b
noayYepkKnBaeT ypPoACTBO OCTaslbHOIro Hapsaa.

- A 4yTO elle y Bac ecTb NoaobHOE? - )KaQHO CAPOCUIIA OHa CTapuKa, CTArMBas
MbINIbHBIA NApUK. B 3epkasie oHa yBMAena, Kak aHTpaLMTOBble JIOKOHbI pacCbiNasincb
no naevyam, oTTEHUB rNyBOKUIA CMHMIA LUBET Nnawa. B 3ToT mur KoTa Bnepsble cebe
noHpaBuIach.

- Bce, 4TO Balla CBET/IOCTb MOXKeslaeT, - MoHUMaLe yJ'IbI6HyJ'ICFI TOoproseu.

OH, KPSIXTS W NbIXTA OT HAaTYru, BbITAlWWUA Ha CEpeanHY NanaTKN CTapbi CYHAYK U C
BUAOM (POKYCHMKA OTKUHYJ KPbILLKY. P@3B0 opyays PyKaMu, BbITaCKMBa BELLN U
NPOBOPHO packfiaAbiBasl Ha NMpUIaBKe, TIOKAX W Aaxke Ha rnoJsy. KoTa 3a4apoBaHHO
pa3rnsgbiBana y3kune 6plokn n3 yepHoro 6aectawero Mmatepurana; HeXXHYI0, Kak
obnako, Kpy>xeBHyto 6,1y3Ky aAnnHom go 6enpa, C WMKaPHbIM BO3A4YLHbIM BOPOTHMKOM
N NbIWHBLIMW pyKaBaMun. O4eHb yA06HO, 4TOObl CKPbITb XXEHCKYI0 rpyab. KoTa »aaHo
XBaTajla BCe NoApsf, Tak Kak He Teprnenocb NpMMepuTb 3Ty KpacoTy. TOponaneo
OCMOTpesiacb B MoncKax, rae MoXXKHO NPUTYINTLCS, CMea C MpuiaBKa Kakne-To
HeB3payHble TPAMNKKU, 6epexkHO NonoXKuna Tyaa CBot A0bbIvy U MPUHSNAch
PaCLUHYPOBbLIBATb KOPCET, pa3anpas MIOTHYO TKaHb NJaThs...

- He rybuTe! - BHe3anHo nobnegHeB, BCKPMYa CTAPUK U PYXHYJ HA KOJIEHMW.

- A? - yanBunacb AeByLlKa, MOTOM BCMOMHWAA, YTO FOBOPUJIN MPO «MPUNYNSA» — MOJI,
pa3feBaThbCsA U NepeoaeBaTbCs NPUOAHO Hesb3s. HefoBO/IbHO CKOPYMBLUNCH,
onycTuia pyku, Ho nongena 6bis10 y>xe caenaHo. B TakoM BuAe BbIXOOUTb U3 JIAaBKU
Tem 6osee HENPUINYHO.



ToproseLl, 0OCTOPOXXHO NPUMOAHSAN rosoBy, ybeauncs, 4to Kota 6onblue He oronsieTcs,
n, obner4eHHo B3AOXHYB, TAXXEN0 NOAHACS.

- Ecnuv rocnoxa »xenaet nepeoaeTbCs, S 3anpy JlaBKy U Mo30BY A0YKY MOMOYb, -
BbITUPas co 16a X0NO0AHbIN NOT, MPOMOJIBU OH, U ywen Braybb, UCAyraHHo
ornsiAblBasiCb Ha XMypYyo NoKynaTeNbHULLY.

Yepe3 MMHYTY B NanaTKy BJeTeNa KpacHowekasa aesuua. MNpun Buae noayoneTon
KoTbl OHa OMKHyNa 1 3apaenacb. [1oToM, CNoXBaTUBLLMCH, 3arnepsia ABEPb
OrPOMHBIM, - C IAA0Hb, - XXeJIe3HbIM KJII0HOM, 1 OCTOPOXKHO NPUbAN3nIach K rocnoxe.

- [lo3BosIbTE, 4 NOMOry, - CMYLLEHHO npoJsierneTana oHa.

KoTa B340XHyJ1a, HO MO3BOJIX/IA JIOBKMM MNasib4MKaM MOMOLLHULbI CTSHYTb MJjaTbe U
paclLUHYypoBaTb KopceT. [leBuua 4To-To Hepa3bopymBo 6opmoTasia npu Buae
o60pBaHHbIX OOOK K axHysa, 3aMeTUB Ha CTPOMHLIX Befpax rocroXkmn KpoBasble
BONAbIPW.

- Y Bac TanvHoe f#eno? - 4yTb OCMesieB, CNpPOoCKUa OHa ApOoXKallMMm rosocom. - Bugumo,
nPoHUKNM B ban BTuxyt? Hagewcb, BCe NPOLUIo yaayHo?

KoTa He oTBeTuNa, N1Lb C NOAO3PEHMEM MISHYB Ha A0Yb TOProeua. Ta, pewmB, 4To
rocrnoy<a CepAnTCS Ha CTOJIb HeyMmeCcTHoe NbonbITCTBO, MOCMELLHO 3aMoKna. Bece
eLe HeagoymeBas Mo NoBoAy CsoB Npucayru, Kota obnaymnace B WnKapHyto pybaxy.
TOHKasa HeXXHadA TKaHb JlacKasa KOXXY, Ha KOTOpou eLe 6bian BUAHbI CUHIOLWHbIE
MOJIOCKWN OT TYroro KopceTa. Y3kune 6piokn Ha XyaeHbKyto KoTy cenm npocTo
noeanbHO, LWMPOKNIM MOSAC MOAYEPKHYN TOHKYIO Tanmio. [leBmua npenioxxunia rocnoxxe
BblOpaTb XuieT. KoTe NoHpaBuMACA MasieHbKUIN, - MOYTU KOPCET, - HO Be3 XXeCTKnx
BCTABOK, @ U LWUHYPOBKa 34eCb CJIy>KWUa JINb YKPaLUEeHNEM.

3anaxHyBLUNCb B MNJall, OHa owyTuna cebs KeM-To opyrum - AeByLlKa, 4TO CMOTpena
N3 NblJIbHOr0 3epKaJsla, COBCEM He HarMoMMHaNa AUKYHO, B3JIOXMAa4YeHHY0 030PHbIM
BETPOM MaLaHKYy, KOTOPYIO NoKa3bliBasio KoTe oTpakeHne B o3epe.

- Yero-to He xBaTaeT, - 3a4yMUYMNBO NMPOTAHYJ1a OHa.



- SlcHO Oeno, 4ero, - XMXUKHyJla A0Yb TOProBLa 1 NpMuTawmna 3 gajabHero yrna
BbICOKME TEMHbIE Canoruv, Bpoae Tex, KoTopble A0CTa/lnCb XUTptore Ysapocy.

KoTa 0CTOPOXXHO noTporajia TOHKYI NPOXAaAHY KOXY, C COMHEHUEM rnaas Ha CBOU
B6ocble Horu. OHa 6osnacbk 60K, KOTOPbIE MOMAM NPUYNHUTBL MO30JIN, OCTaBJIEHHbIE Ha
namMaTb XXeCcTKnMu Tydpnamm. Ho 60CMKomMm natm no ropoay HEBO3IMOXKHO, TakK 4TO
npunaeTcsa HageBaTb 00yBb. BO BCAKOM cilyyae, Ha BUA Neryanwme canoXxkum boinm
MArKUMU 1 obewann KoMmgpopT. CKOPYMBLUNCH OT 0XKNOAHUSA, AEBYLUKA OCTOPOXXHO
HaTAHyNa y3Koe roneHuwe. CTynHIo nWb YyTb 3aCafHWUI0 - MJaCTUYHAa KOXKa He
MPUYNHANG HXU Kanan HeynobcTBa, U AaXke HECKOJIbKO MPUTYNASaAa HENPUATHbIE
owyuieHus. MNMoyemy e Yunea He Kynuna Takyto yaobHyto obyBb? 3a4yem 3acTaBuna
HOCUTb XXeCTKMe KONoakn?

- Bam HPaBUTCHA, - BOI'IpOCVITeJ'IbHOVI MHTOHaALUMWM B rojsioce go4epum tToproeua He Obln0,
MOCKOJIbKY U TaK Obl1/10 BUAHO, YTO roCro>Xa O4YeHb A0BOJIbHA.

KoTa cMaxHyfa € nvua MeLatoLwyto npsaab U ¢ 6pe3rnmBbiM Bblpa)KeHMEM yCTaBuaach
Ha NlafoHb, UCNAaYKaHHY B 6bennnax v Nbinn. [leBylKka B MPOCTOM CUTLIEBOM
naaTbULe, Kak y CENAHKMN, MOHUMAIOLWE KNBHYIA U METHYJ1IaCb BHYTPb NManaTKy,
BbITALLWB Ha NPWUJABOK CTapbii MEOHbIN Ta3, N3YyKpPaLUeHHbI BMATUHAMMU U
3eJlIeHOBaThbIM HaneToM. Ho BoZa B HEM OKa3aslacb YNCTas N Y4yTb Tennasa. KoTa C
HaCNa)K4eHNEM yMblnachk, TWaTeNbHO oTcKkpebas ¢ nmMua TOACTLIA CAON FpruMa,
KPOMOT/AIMBO HaJIOXKEHHOIr0 KopMuauuen. NMotom BoiTepaack 6€N0CHEXHbIM
NONIOTEHUEM, MPOTSAHYTbIM CHOPOBUCTOM MOMOLLHULEN.

- A Bbl BypeTe niaTuUTb? - OCTOPOXXHO OCBEAOMUACH AEBYLUKA, YyTb OTCTyMas C
Ta3NKOM MYTHOMN BOAbl.

- byay, - NnpocTo noxana naed4amm KoTa, Hallapmeas B rpsa3HOM Tpsnbe, elle
HelaBHO COCTaBJIABLUEM ee HapsAn, MeWOoYKN C MOHETKaMUN. - A 4TO, MOXXHO He
NnAaTUTL?

- JIOKKM He Bcerga nnaTsaT, - HeonpenesieHHo OTBETWI1a A04b TOProBua U, OTNepeB
ABepun, ncyesna B rnybrnHe nanaTku.

C ynnubl 3allen CTapuk 1 TwaTenbHO NPUKpbIA 3a cobon aBepb.



- F'ocnoxxa aoBoJibHA? - BKpaA4mMBO CNPOCUI OH, CTyMnas no noJsy Tak, CJIOBHO 3TO
rnepBbIN NefoK Ha o3epe.

- byay nnatuTek, - NOHUMaLLE ycMexHyack KoTa. Hy n paboTka y ntogen - CToNIbKO
HEpBOB, A €lle N HEU3BECTHO, 3aNNaTAT UIN HeT.

CTapuk 0oBoJIbHO 3ayabibancsa n 3aTpac pegeHbkon bopoaeHKon, NoACHUTbIBAA B yMe
CyMMmy.

- TpnauaTb 30/10TbIX, - TOPXKECTBEHHO 06BABUA OH, YyTb OTCTYMNMUB, BUAMMO, Ha
BCAKUIN CnyYan. Baopyr mary ntor He noHpaBUTCA.

KoTa y>ke npoceksia, 4TO JIOKKWN - 3TO Takue Co34aHuns, KOTopbIX BCce boaTcsa. Ho B
NlaBKe OHa Halljla KOMMPOMUCC MeXXOy HOPMalbHbIM CyLLLEeCTBOBAHNEM B XOJILLLOBbIX
LWITaHax 1 y>XaCHON NbITKOW Ky4en Tpanb4d, rae cobnogeHbl ropoackme npuamnyms, Ho
odexaa rnoyTn He MmewaeT. A 3a Takoe YyA0BOJIbCTBME MOXXHO ObIJI0 N pacniaTUTbCS.
K TOMy Xe, A€HbI'N - 3TO Wb CMEeLHble bnecTAwme Kpyrnawku. iIMm He yTONnTb
rosio4 N He 3aWnNTUTbCA oT Meda. OHa KMHYJla CTapukKy OAUH N3 MELLOYKOB.

- 3TOro AOCTaTO4YHO?

ToT NeNoBUTO pa3Ba3asl TECEMKY W 3arnsaHy BHYTPb. JINLO CTapuka CMELLHO
BbITAHYJIOCb. Ka)keTcs, TakoW LeapoCTN OH He oXKuaaJn.

- Cnacubo, nobpas rocnoxa, - pacTepsiHHO npolienTan oH. - CAULWKOM MHOrO.

KoTa 6e3pa3/In4yHo noxkana njaevyamm n Hanpaeuaach K BbIXO4y, HO CTAapUK MOACKOYUI
N YYyTb HE HAaCUJIbHO CYHYJ1 B PYKW MOKyNaTeNbHULbI CyMKY. Noka KoTa pacTepsHHO
KpyTuia B pyKax, Kak el MokKas3anocb, 60/bLLION KapMaH N3 TOHKOW, HO KPEMKOo
4YepHOWM KOXW, CTapuK MeTasca no naeke, cobupas ogexnay. MoToM oH cnewHo
NMUXHYN JeBYLUKE elle napy pybax n Kakme-To WTaHbl.

- JIMWHNe geHbry He NMPUHOCAT yaady, rocnoxka, - NPOMSMJINA OH, YNOPHO MbITasACh
BCYYUTb elle Kakune-To Bewimn. - Ho BOT Tak Bce byayT 00BOJIbHbI. DTO XOpoLUas
ofexxaa, rocno)ka He nNporagaer.



KoTa paccesiHHO ynblibHynack, nNo3sosnia yTpamboBaTh elle napy TPSAMNokK, aa
noBecusia CyMKy Ha nnaeyo. Myctb 6byneT, BAPYr elle 3axo4yeTcs BbibpaThCs B ropod...
a MOXET, 1 Ha NOJIAHKY nepen MOCTOM, NPO KOTOPYK FOBOPWUJT CMELUHOW MaslbyunK
Jlan. JobpoaylwHoO nomMmaxaB AOBOJIbHOMY TOProBLY, AeBYLUKa BbICKOYMU/IA Ha yauuy.

- HapgeHbTe KanmLwoH, rocnoxa, - LOHeCcNoCb BCen,.

Buanmo, TyT NPUHATO NPUKpPbIBaTb CBOW BOOCHI IMOO Napukom, NMbo KanoLwoHOoM.
Hy 4T0 e, KoTa He npoTmB. K TOMYy e, 04HO yO0BOJ/IbCTBUE JINLLIHNIA pa3
MPUKOCHYTbLCA K TKaHW, U3 KOTOPOW caenaH nsiaLl.

OHa wna no yauue B nouckax bpatees 1 nosiy4yana yooBosibCTBME OT pPa3HULbI B
owlyuieHnax. Huroe He 0aBUT, He XXMeT, He TpeT. Kak Maso nopon Hy>KHO A4
c4yacTbA! YyTb CBbIKHYBLUMCH C HOBOM oAexXAoun, KoTa 3aMeTuna n gpyrue nepemMeHsl.
Ha Hee Tenepb HUKTO He nanuiaca. Mano Toro, okpy><atoLime yrnopHo CTapajmcb He
CMOTpPETb B ee CTOPOHY, MOCMELHO 0TBOAA C/ly4anHO BpoLueHHbIn B3rnag. M Bokpyr
Bcerga 6bin1o ceob6oaHOE NPOCTPaHCTBO, XOTA Ha rnuowann bbina Takas e TOJIKY4YKa,
4YTO W 4Yac Ha3ag.

- Kpopoc! - KoTa noTsiHya 3a Npsifib pPycbix Bosioc, obHapyxus bpaTa
JI0Ka3bIBAOLWMM YTO-TO ABYM MPeNecTHbIM JeBYyLIKaM.

Fonybornasbiii MapeHb OrJISHYJICS, U 04apoBaTesibHas ynbibka crnonsna ¢ nmua.
MrHoBeHHO B €ro pykax oKa3aJiCsi HOXX, KOTOPbI BOUH MPUCTaBU K LLIEe AEBYLLKWN.
[leBunLU, C KOTOPbIMM OH pa3roBapuBas, NPOCTbII U Cnel, eaBa OHW B3rISHYJIN Ha
neBylwKy. KoTa oTwaTHynach.

- bpaT! - ncnyraHHo BCKpPUKHYy1a OHa.

- KoTa?! - Hecka3aHHO M3yMWUJICA NapeHb, onyckasa pyky. BHMMaTenoHO ornanen
CecTpy C roJioBbl 0 HOI U YCMEXHYJICA. - TO-TO A 3anaxa Marum He nNo4ysin...
NWHTepecHO, C Kakux nMop Tbl NepekBaanguumnpoBanachb B JIOKKN? XOTHA, oTpULaTb He
byny, Tebe oyeHb naeT. He 6yab Thl Moen cecTpon, npuynapun Obl NnpeHenpeMeHHo
3a Takom KpacoTkomn! XoTa, 4To A Hecy, ecnn bbl A He ybéun nokkun, Congec 6bl MHe
CaMOMYy rosioBy oTkpyTun!

- OB6BACHM TOJNIKOM, KTO OHU Takue? - ycTano nonpocuna KoTta. - lNMoyemy nx Bce Tak
60ATCA N NoYeMy NIOKKN OAEeBalOTCA B Takme ogexabl... HeT, He Tak! MNoyemy gpyrue



He MOryT 0A4eBaTbCs B HACTO/IbKO YA006HbIE KOCTIOMbI? [locnie TOW XYyTu, 4TO
Hauenuaa Ha MeHs Yunea, BCe 3TO Ka)KeTCs MHe flerknum obnaykom!

- Hac4yeT mofabl, A1 He coBeTuYMK, - nomopwmnacs Kpogoc. - Mbl cTapaeMcs ofeBaTbCH
Tak, 4T06bl HE CMIbHO BbIAENATHCA N3 TOAMNbI. A HAaCYeT JIOKKU... Kak 6bl 3TO
06BbACHNTL. ECNn BKpaTLe, 3TO Maru, YepHble KONAYHbI... HY 104N, KOTOpble MOryT
bonblue, 4em gpyruve.

- Y10 MoryT? - He noHsANna KoTa.

- Bce. Hy, y nokkun Boobuie apyroe MmpoBo33peHune, - 6eccBa3HO NPOAO0SIKN BeCesbIn
napeHb, byaTo 6bl 1 HE pacc/bilaB BONpoOCa CecTpbl. - 14 HUX BaKHa SINLLb BAACThb.
He To, 4Tobbl OHK Takue y>XX Bce n3 cebsa onacHble... CTaJKMBAJICA A C MapoyKon. Tak
cebe... HoO NPOTUBHUK HEMPUATHbIN.

- Hnyero He noHsAna, - paso3nnnacb AeByLllKa. - MeHs BCe BOKPYr NMPUHMMALOT 3a
HEN3BECTHO KOro. 9 caMa TOJIKOM He 3Halo, 4ero oT MeHs XAayT. Kak cebsa BecTu, 4T0
AenaTb, 4TO FOBOPUTD...

- B TOM-TO 1 NpenecTsb, - BAPYr paccMmesnnca Kpogoc. - YHTo MOXXHO genaTb, rOBOPUTDL
N TBOPUTb 4YTO yrogHo. NMpocTblie Noan BCe paBHO HE MONMYT, HO U BOATLCA He
nepecTtaHyT. BoT ToNbKO NocTapancs C JIOKKU He pa3roBapmBaThb... €Can BAPYT
BCTpeTULb. XOTH, OTKYAa UM TyT B3ATbCA... Y)K CTas no3aboTunack! Bce paBHO
3anoMHK: He pa3rosapuBaTb! Te cpa3y NPoOCeKyT, KTO Thbl. I CTasg NNWNTCA Takoro
X0poLuero BOMHa.

- O, KoTa! - Kak Bcerga HeoXXMaaHHO U3 ToJnbl BO3HUK Jlomnec. XBana HebecamMm,
OpaT He cTan HabpackiBaTbCS C HOXKOM, Cpa3y NpusHaB KoTy. - Y>xe npubapaxnamnacs.
Xopollaa MacKnupoBKa, He To, 4To Yunea TyT Hamygpuna. W rnasHoe - geny He
MewaeT! Nownu, ecTb gns Tebsa 3apaHmne.

Kpo4oc MFHOBEHHO CKOPYMA YMHYIO (PU3MOHOMUIO U CKOJIb3HY CieoM 3a bpaTom.
KoTa, HefloyMeHHO Mo>)<aB naevyamu, NpocsenoBasa 3a HAMKU. MNepen AeBYLUKOW, Kak u
paHblle, paccTynanca Hapoa, obpa3ys LWMPOKMIA Mpoxoa B HanpaBsieHnn B3rnsna. B
KOHLIE UMMPOBU3NPOBAHHOIO KOPUA0PA OHa YBUEA OrOPOXKEHHYIO MJIOLLLAAKY.

MocToBas 3aech bbina Wenpo ycbiNnaHa XXenTbiM NeckoM. LLiaTkoe orpakaeHune
obnenunn nogn. OHW KpUYanu, Maxaanm pykaMm n BCAYECKU Bbipaxkasan BypHble



aMouunn. B cepeanHe Kpyra, HaTy>KHO MbIXTSA, CLEMUANCE ABOE MY>XX4UH. Ha Ka)Xaom
OblIN TONLKO KOXKaHble Bbptoku, Tena 6ectenm oT NoTa, BOSIOChI FPA3HbLIMU
COCy/iIbKaMu CKpbIBanu nuua. Kota B3ApOrHyna, pasrnsaaeB Ha WesAX yThiKaHHbIe
OCTPbIMU LUMMAaMWN KOBaHble OLUENHUKW. [TpnyeM 1 C Hapy>XHOM, N C BHYTPEHHEN
CTOPOHbI, Ha KOXKE y>Xe BUAHENNCHb CJ/iefibl KPOBOMOOTEKOB.

TyT, y NONyCrHmBLIEro cTonbuka, K KOTOPOMy TSAHYJIMCb LeNn OT OLUENHNKOB
boploLmxcs, oHa yBuaena n octasabHbix 6paTbeB. JInua nx 6o cocpenoToYveHsl,
BpoBU - HAXMYpPEHDI.

- KoTa? - yaneneHHO B3MaxHyN pykamun pobxun Kosec. - Hy n genal

- lymato, oHa NOMOXXEeT, - C 3aMeTHbIM COMHeHMeM MpoTAHYN JloMmnec, 3a4yMUYnBO
pa3rnagbiBasd OeEBYLUKY.

- YeMm nomoyb? - 3anHTepecoBanack KoTa, pasrnsagbiBas 6optowmxca. Llenkuin B3rnag
Ccpa3y Bblaennn ogHoro. OH 6bi1 NOHMXXE N ABHO XYA0COYHEEe CBOEro MyCKyJIMCTOro
conepHuka. He 3psa gesywka obpaTuna Ha Hero BHUMaHme. BonH 6bin ABHO nyylie
NOAroTOBJ/IEH, 3HaN, rae cnabble MecTa y NPOTUBHMKA W KakK YATW OT HanageHus. Ho
ABV>KeHNSA ero 6onblie noaxoannu 6bl 4N CXBaTKM Ha Mevax. - A MOYEMY OHWU
nepyTca? ToT, noHWXe, ny4ywe 6bl Me4oM opyaoBall.

- [leBoYKa BCe BUAWUT, - LOBOJIbHO YCMEXHYJCA 3aropesibin YBapoc. - OBbACHATb
OONro, HY>XHO ocBo6oANTb ero. Xo3sMH NpoAaTb ero 0TKasancs. Mbl HagesannUcb, 4To
Tbl, - B 0bpa3e npekpacHOW AaMbl, - CyMeellb 3aroBopuTb ckpsare 3ybbl, MoKa Mbl
ocsoboannm 6bl begHAary.

- KoMy TyT 3ybbl 3aroBopuThb? - X0J04HO YyTOo4YHMAA KoTa, C 3aMETHbIM XPYyCTOM
pa3MUHas PyKu.

- 3aroBopuTb, @ He NWNTb BCex 3y6oB, - X0N0AHO ocaaunn ee Jlomnec. - ipaky
3aTedaTb 1 6e3 Tebsa 6bl cMornn. A Thl Tenepb C BUAY JIOKKU. KTO 3HAET, KJIOHET in
XO35IMH Ha CTOJIb OMACHYIO NPMMaHKy? XoTs, nonpoboBaTb CTOUT, O4EHb HE XO4YeTCH
ropoAd Ha ywmn nogHuMmaTb. Bapyr, aTo Boobuie He OH...

- KTo «OH»? - pacTepsHHO cnpocusia KoTa. OHa npucTasbHO cneaunsa 3a opKum
NMPOTUBHUKOM, HO BHeLWHN Bna paba HM 0 4eM en He rosopui. [leByliKa HUKOrga
paHblLe He BuAesia 3TOro 4YesioBeka.



- KoTa, nocnywan, - Jlomnec pa3BepHys AeBYYyLWKY K cebe 1, 4yTb HaKJIOHUBLUUCh,
3arIsiHyN B YepHble rnasa. - BoH Buanwb Toro My>xmka B MosIeTOBOM KaM30J1e U
KpacCHbIX obneramwmx WwraHax?

- BoH Toro netyxa? - cMesiCb, YTOYHW/Ia AEBYLUIKA, YKa3aB NanbLEM Ha ybl64nBoro
MY>XYUHY CPeAHUX NeT, TWaTeNbHO Npuria)ueatLlero 6enecole ychbl.

- Toro, - HeMHOIro pa3o4apoBaHHO B300xHYN JloMmnec. KoTa coBceM elle aeB4yoHKal -
Hy>XHO MOCTpPOUTb €My a3k, MoOMaHUTb. Tak, 4Tobbl OH Nowen 3a Tobon, NpmBIeYb
BHUMaHMe. Ecnn oH He yBuanuT, KTo ocBoboann paba, To HNYero caenaTb HE CMOXET.

- Kak 3TO - rf1askm noCcTponTb? - pactepsanack KoTa.

- OX, IeBOYKa, - CXBATWJICA 3a FOJIOBY CYPOBbI BOMH. - HUKaK He ayMal, 4To
XKEHLLMHY HY>XXHO Y4UTb NogobHbIM Bewam! Hy... MTOAMUIHM 4YTO SN, Naslb4UKOM
MOMaHMW... TaM, NYroOBKY PacCTerHu...

- NMonpobyto, - 3aaymM4nBo NpoTsAHya KoTa, o6aymbiBas 3agaHue. - A 4TO, €C/iM OH He
nonpet?

- Hago caenaTb Tak, 4TobbI Nowen, - CTporo Haka3san Jlomnec.

- Hapgo - coenaemMm, - 6e33aboTHO nponena KoTta. Ee Bapyr oxBaTuso BOOAYyLLUEBJIEHMNE,
Bellb 3TO NepBasi BO3MOXXHOCTb NPOsiBUTb cebsl, AOoKa3aTb BCEM, YTO OHA YyXXe He
pebeHoK.

OrnapeBwunchb, Kota 3aayMm4nBo obolsia BOKpYr HEOONbLIOro BO3BbILLEHUS, Ha
KOTOPOM PaCcnosIoXXUINCh 3HATHbIE BENIbMOXXWN U COCelHNe XapLbl, Habnogatouwme 3a
6oeM. KOpKNin My>XM4YOK CHOBaN cpean HUX, cobnpas 3BOHKNE MOHETbI. TOT, KOro Haao
6b1J1I0 OTBI€Yb, U TaK MNOYTK HE CMOTPEJ Ha MOLWAAKY C NECKOM, MOCKOJIbKY «MeTyxX»
nonepemMeHHo 6pocan xaaHble B3rnsaabl TO Ha AEHLIN FOCTEN, TO HA AEKONbTE UX
CAYTHUL.

KoTa OTKMHYya KamnowoH, NonbiTasack NATEPHEN NMpuyecaTb KOJMTYHbl YEPHbIX BOJIOC,
ocnabuna WHYPOBKY XWUIETKMW, pacCTErHysia BEpXHME NyrosuLbl pybaxu, no4Ttun
oronss rpyab. OOMH U3 MY>X4YUH Ha MOMOCTE OKPYF WA rna3a, NeperHyBLINCh Yepes
nepuna, n, NOTEpPsiB paBHOBECKE, PYXHYJ B TOJINY NPOCTONOANHOB. KoTa CMyLLIEHHO



KalwasHyna, BManMo, nepecrtapanach, 1 3acTerHyna napy nyrosuu. Ho gaxe
OCTaBLUErocs AekosibTe 6bIJ10 4OCTAaTOYHO, 4TOObLI OTB/IEYb BHUMAHWE BESIbMOX OT
6opbObLI.

- O, cMOTpPU, KaKasi KpacoTkKa! - BOCKJIMKHY 1 OAUH.

- J1a OHa e - JIOKKU, - MOMOPLLMIICA cocen, C onackom rnaas Ha KoTy.

- Jla XOTb CTenHasa BegyHbsA! - BOCXULWLEHHO 0TO3BasicA nepBbin. - OHa npekpacHa!
NycTb MeHA 3aKosiayerT...

«MeTyx» 03npancs B NoMckax Tol, KoMy npegHa3HayaaNCb NecTHble cnoBa. Hawapue
B TOJINE JIOKKW, BblTapallunn 6enecoble rnasa n megsieHHoO 3aanics Kpackon. KoTa
yCMexHynacb U NoAMUrHyna. My>K4mnHa Cr0THYJT U OFrNA8esca B MOMCKaxX BE3YHYMKa,
HO BCE BOKPYF CMOTpenn Ha Hero camoro. C fonen 3aBUCTU, 4TO Ha pa3oaeToro
npoxuHaes obpaTuia BHMMaHME Takas KpacaBuua, NyCcTb U ONacHas.

«YTO TaM ganblie, No NaaHy», - CYyJI0POXKHO BCMoMUHaNa KoTa, KOTOpon yaanock
NnpuBJieYb BHUMaHME X035iMHa paba. - «Ax, ga! MoMaHUTb».

OHa noaHsNa PykKy W, MeasieHHO OTCTaBMB MajibyMK, KOKET/IMBO MOMaHWa «NeTyxas.
Ha namMsaTb HeoXXnaaHHO NpuULLIK cloBa J1as 0 XXEHCKMX HOXKKaX, KoTa nocTaBuia
HOCOK canora Ha J1laBo4Ky, 6ecuepeMoHHO CNVUXHYB C Hee FPA3HOro NPOCTOJIAVHA,
OTKMHYNa Naau 3a CN1HY, NoKa3bliBas CTPoHoe 6eapo, 06TAHYToe TEMHOM TKaHbto. C
NMOMOCTa pa3aascs 3a3blBHbIA CBUCT. [laMbl, BCE KaK 04Ha, AOCTanan Beepa n
NPUHANNCb OCTEPBEHENO UMK 0BMaxmMBaTbCHA, PEBHUBO MIsSAA Ha COnepHULy. YBbl, OHN
HMYEero He MOrsin NPOTUBOMOCTABUTb JIOKKN B obneratowmx bpovkax.

KoTa elle pa3 NoAMUIHYMa «NeTyxy» - TOT y>Ke nobarposen, - U, pa3BepHYBLUUCH,
MeJJIEHHO ABUHYNACb B CTOPOHY MafiaTok. OHa He ornaabiBanack, YyBCTBYS, YTO
MY>XYMHa HaBepHsKa NonaeT cneaom.

- Beaun ero k Tomy npoxoay, - wenHyn Aeec, Habnogas, Kkak xo3suH paba 4yTb n He
KYBbIPKOM CKaTbIBAeTCH MO JIECTHULIE, CTapasiCb He ynycTuTb KoTy n3 Buaa.

NeBylKa ybbicTpuna war, npobupasck B Tosne. Xo3amMHy 66110 elle croXxxHee, Bellb
€My, B OT/INYNE OT JIOKKU, A0opOory He ycTynanun. Tak 4Tto KoTa nepsoii gobpanack Ao



npoxona, B KOTOPOM He TaK AaBHO CTOJIKHYJIaCb C Jlaewm, Tepnenneo 0o)XxanaJiacCb,
NMOKa «MneTyx» yBngnT ee, CHOBa NoMaHW/1a NMNaJib4MNKOM, U CKPblJlaCb MeXXAYy MajiaToK.

Hebonbwasa nnowanka 6bina nycTbiHHa. O HECK1aAHOM OHOLWE HAaNnoOMUHaNo nLLb
TeMHOe cMepAsiiee rapblo NATHO Ha 3eMsie. KoTa 3acTerHysa CKoJib3Kue nyroBku m
3allHypoBaJia XWUneT, BbiNyCTMB NoBepx WnKapHoe Xabo. B kopnaopumke MesibKHY N
moneToBbI KaM30J1 3aMaHMBaeMon An4un. KoTa ycMexHynacb ApKOMY COYETaHUIO.
OXBa4YeHHbIN CTPACTbIO MY>XYNHA MPUHSA YXKMMKY 3a NPU3bIBHYIO YNbIOKY 1 Bpocucs
K HEN, HO BblN TYT XXe nepexBayvyeH »XXesie3HoM XBaTKOW cypoBoro Jlomneca. Cnegom
MnoABUIICA YBapOC U XNTPO MOOMUTHYJI.

- Kakas Tbl y Hac oOKa3blBaeTCs poKoBas, cecTpuyika! Kto Obl MoOr noaymMaThb.

KoTa B oTBeT nuwb hbipKHYNa. «lleTyx» nismeancsa n bpocan ncnyraHHble B3rnsaabl
Ha KoTy n YBapoca. OH 6kl n Ha JloMmnieca CMOTpesi, HO He MOIr pa3BepHYTbCS B
CUNIbHbIX pyKaX.

- Y10 Takoe? - nponuwiasn oH OCUMNLLIMM OT CTpaxa roJiIoCoM. - YTo Bbl XOTUTE CO MHOW
coenaTtb?

- To >Ke, 4TO Thbl XOTesN caenaTb C Halen CECTPUYKOWM, MPOKA3HUK, - UPOHNYHO
cowypuncs Yeapoc. My>X4nHa cmepTenbHo nobnegHen n 3atux, nsobpasnes ob6Mopok.

Jlomnec nokavan rosIoBon, NbiTasaCb NPUCTLIANTL pa3oLwenlerocs 6paTa.

- A 2 4T0? - 06e3opyxmBatowe ynblbHyncsa Yesapoc, ybupas ¢ namua npsab BosaocC. -
Beab BCe paBHO OTNyCKaTb HeNb34, OH BUAen Hac. [Ja n pab, BO3MO>XXHO, No)kKenaeTt
OTOMCTUTb CBOEMY 0BMAYUKY.

- N To BepHO, - npobypyan Jlomnec, ornywmnB naeHHOro pykosTbio Meva. «lleTyx»
o0bMAK. BonH 3aBepHyn 6ecH4yBCTBEHHOE TE0 B NJall, U 3aKNHYJ1T «MELLUOK» Ha MJieyo.

OHW OCTOPOXKHO BbIBpPaNNCh N3-3a MaflaToK, BbIr1sAbIBas B TOAME OCTaslbHbIX
6paTbeB. Jlloam Ha niowaan cnoBHo obesymenun. Hapon pasberancs, KTo kyna. Kpuku
«Cnyrn Mopoca!», CTOHbI 3a4aBJ/IEHHbIX, HECKOHYAEMbIN BU3I AaM, - 61aropoaHbIX 1
He coBceM. KoTa yamB/eHHO Habnogana 3a 6ecHoOBaHWEM TOJMbI, CaMa MPUXKaBLLUUCh
K cTeHe. TyT KakK BCcerga, Kak u3s-rnog 3emsau, Bbipoc 6eccTpacTHbIn ABec.



- OH Yy Hac, BCe y)xe ABUraloTCa K BOPOTaM.

- YOa4yHo noceanu naHuky, - ogobputenbHo KMBHY A Jlomnec. - Cnyru Mopoca -
6ecnpounrpbILHbIA BapuaHT.

- Ara, 4YenoBeyeckue cyeBepus HaM Ha PYKY - KUBHYJ1 ABeC N HaxMypuscs. - Hy>KHO
notoponnTbcs!

- [la, cTpaka He apemJseT, - cornacmnacsa Yesapoc. - CKopo BCex YCMNOKOAT.

- He 310, - oTMaxHynca Asec. - [lpowen cnyx, 4To XxapL, BEPHYJICA C OXOThlI.

- Kak 6bl 0x0Ta He Nnpoao/KmMnacb B €ro 3aMkKe, - nposopyan Jlomnec, 6ecnokonHo
nornsabiBas Ha KoTy: - HakuMHb KantowoH, geTka. W 6bicTpo cneayin 3a Hamu.

HeTka! Hy, BOT, Kak cob/1a3HATb BCAKUX (hPaHTOB - TaK B3pocCias, a B 0CTalsibHoe
Bpema - ouTsa. KoTa yrptoMo nocsiegoBasia 3a JIoMaecom, pasmblLLss O
HecnpaBeaMBOCTU XU3HW. Ho, noTepsiB 13 Buay cnuHy 6paTa, B3APOrHyna u
ornsgenack. Kpukn ctuxnu. Ha naowaan uapuna rnoyT MmepTeas TULLMHA.
MprBbLIKHYB K CBOBOAHOMY MepeMeLLeHmnto, OHa He cpa3y coobpa3smnna, YTO LWNPOoKas
JlOpora - 3TO He NPOCTO UCMYraHHbIE MaroM ropoXkaHe, a pacCcTynuBLUMECSs nepenq,
Xapuem noagaHHbIe.

P>xaHue, pe3kuin yoap. KoTa, cxBaTUBLIMCH 3a YWMNONEHHYIO HOrYy, 3aCTOHaN a 1
rnsHyna HaBepx. OHa TOJMIbKO YTO YyTb He nonaJsia Nog KonbiTa Mory4yero xkxepebua. B
CaMblil NOC/IeAHUIA MOMEHT CBETJ/I0BOIOCHIA MY>KYMHA C LMHUYHBIM B3r1940M CepbIX
rna3 HaTSAHYN BOXXXW. KOHb noaHsanca Ha Ablbbl, 601bHO CTYKHYB KOTY MoaKoBoW No
KOJEHY.

- Y JIOKKM 4TO - AeBATb XU3HEN? - pa3zfpakKeHHO YTOYHU XapL, CBbICOKA MAHYB Ha
CKopumMBLIYOCA OeBYyLWKY. - [Mpo4b ¢ goporu, Mopoc Tebs nobepun! He xBaTano elue,
4TOObLI Xapy, yCTynana gopory connsaky!

3 Tonnbl NOABUICSA MONYaNnBbIN ABec. ONyCTUB SINLLO, OH JIEFKO NMOOHSN CeCTPY Ha
PYKWN 1 OTHEC B CTOPOHY. XapL, Xe Npoao/ KN NPOLECCUI0, KaK U CONMPOBOXXAAloLLas
ero caBuTa.



- Tbl 4TO, C yMa cowa? - 3aWwmnesn Ha AeByLWKY YBapoc. - Masio Toro, 4T1o 4yTb He
ybunace, Tak eule bbl u...

Ho napeHb He [oroBopu, NOSYYUB HYBCTBUTEJIbHbIN ThIYOK OT XMyporo Jlomneca, Ha
nJjieye y KOToporo no-npexxHemy 60aTasnoCcbL Te€N0 HECHACT/INBOIO MOKJIOHHMKa KOTblI.
YBapoc norpo3nn yganstouwencs cnnHe bpata n npobypyan cebe noa Hoc:

- XOpoLo, XO0Tb XapL, AEeBOYKY 3a Y4EHUKA JIOKKM NPpUHSAA. A To yTawmn 6bl B 3aMOK...
pa3blCKMBaAW MOTOM...

- NaTn cMoXelb? - TUXO YTOYHUN ABeC, pa3MMUHasA KOJIEHO CeCTpbl.

KoTa cTynuna Ha 60/ibHY0 HOTY, YyTb HEe BCKPUKHYJIa, HO, CKaB 3ybbl, caeprxanach, u
OCTOPOXXHO KMBHYA.

- TONIbKO €CNK He 04eHb BbICTPO, - MpoLlenTasa OHa U He3aMeTHO CMaxHya
BbICTYNUBLUNE CNe3bl.

MNopowen HeBLICOKNI KoBecC, Ha nMoBoAy OH Bes nocaywHoro Konta. Ha koHe cngen
HEKTO, 3aKyTaHHbI B NaLy C rosioBo. Kpoaoc wen nocsegHuUM, pacnyrmsas csoeu
«04apoBaTesibHON» yblbKoM NOOBONLITCTBYOLWMX 3eBaK. YBapocC noaxsatun KoTy noj
NIEeBYIO PYKY, ABeC nogaep»xan ee C Apyron CTOPOHbLI. Y BOPOT rnpoun3oLnia Hebosbluas
3aMWHKa, NOCKOJIbKY CTpaka 3anHTepecoBanacb NoAo3puUTeNbLHON Howen Jlomneca.

- Nepebpan caMOroHkK, - TyT »e noacko4mn yneibawowmnca Yeapoc, 6pocms KoTy Ha
Aeca. OH MOOMUTHYJT HAXMYPEHHOMY CTPaXHUKY U CYHYJ1 YTO-TO TOMY B JlTafOHb: -
[a K ogHOW 3HaTHOW AaMe LesioBaTbCA noJsie3. A 3To OKa3aJlaCb Xxapuecca 13 3aMKa
Jlow. Ee My nposisun BecbMa 6ypHoe HeJOBOJIbCTBO... @ 3aTEM ero BOuHbI. [1010BUHY
Nnua B Kalwy - OeBKU Tenepb cOBCeM tobuTb He ByayT. Hnyero, K yTpy odyxaeTcs,
rope-nto6oBHUK!

CTpa>kHUK NOHUMaKOLLE YCMEXHYJCS, MOCMNELIHO CYHYJT PyKY B KapMaH N MaxHyn
pyKow, nponyckasa rpynny satoaen. 3a ropoackon cteHon Jlomnec He nowes no ctapon
aopore, a cpa3y CBEpHy/ B CTOPOHY sieca, obxoasa 3aMok cTopoHoun. Tam, Ha bepery
obicTpon Opun, HebpexxHo cbpocnn HoLwy N MoAO0XKOas OCTasibHbIX. KOBEC aKKypaTHO
MOMOI YKPbITOMY MJIallloOM HE3HAKOMLY CNYCTUTLCS Ha 3eMJII0.



KoTa ¢ ntobonbiTCTBOM noaxpomMana nobnmxe, oTnuxHyna Tpebytouwero BHMMaHuUs
KonTa n nAlxXHyNacb Ha CbIpyto 3eM0 psaoM. BoumH ¢ apMapkn oTbpocmnn KantoLwoH 1
c bnarogapHoCTbio NOCMOTpen Ha bpaTbes.

- 9 Ball AOMKHUK, - TTy6OKMM roJsIoCOM NMPOU3HEC OH, OTKUAbIBAA C HEOGPUTOro NnLa
CaJibHble COCY/IbKW BOJIOC HeornpeaeneHHoro ueeta. - Cnacnbo, 4To BbIpy4UIn.

- M Kak Tbl MO MonacTbCaA? - HeroayLlle BCKpuyan Kpoaoc, BCTPEBOXMB CTalKy
NeCHbIX NTax ¢ 6avxanwero aepesua. - Connec ysHaer...

- He roBopuTe emy, - TOPOMNJIMBO OTO3BaJICA HE3HaKoMel,. - 1 BCe caM UCMpaBio.
Bpaneca TyT HeT?

- Ha TBOe cyacTbe, - NpoBopYasa XMypbli Jlomnec, pa3maTbiBas NieHHMKa. - BoT Tebe
nofapoyek, Aeflal ¢ HUM, YTO Xo4ellb. TOJIbKO B XKUBbIX HE OCTaBNsAN. Takme He
TOHYT! - OH Npe3puTeNbLHO NMOMOPLLWIICS, CJIOBHO OT «MNeTyXa» NaxJio He AOPOrnMum
JI0OCbOHaMU, a NpesibiIM HAaBO30M.

My>X4MHa He OTBETWJ1, TOJIbKO XULLHO ocknabuncs. Notom CTAHYN C cebs KoxXaHble
WTaHbl N CKOJIb3HYJ1 MO KPYTOMY 6epery K X0N04HbIM BOAAM, 4TODObI CMbITb CMECb
noTa n nbisin, Wegpo obnenusLIne XXUANCTOE Teno.

- MocTon!

ABecC [ocTasn Mey N KUHXXan N MeaNIeHHOo cnycrtuicga csiegom.

KoTa ¢ ntobonbITCTBOM BbITSHY1a Weto, Habntoaasa 3a npouncxogsawmm. Ho 6pat u He
ayman ybuBaTb He3HakoMua. MNprnbnm3neLunNCb, OH NCKYCHO NOAAEN KMHXXAI0OM
MJACTUHY Ha KOBAHOM OLLENHNKE U OOHMM YyOapOoM PyKoATM Meda cbun ycTpaluatoulee
yKpalwleHune. Ha wee 6biBlIEro paba geByuwka pasrnsaena KpoBoTo4vallne paHbl. ABec
MaXxHyJ1 PyKO B CTOPOHY PEKW.

- Nown.

TOT OCTOPOXKHO KOCHYJICS LapanuH, nomMmopLuics ot 6onan, notom 61arogapHO KUBHY
1 BOLLEN B BOAY.



Noka ocBOBOXKAEHHbLIN MbINICSA, JloMmnec ycrnesn CTAHYTb C BeNbMOXU BCO ofgexay. KoTa
C Npe3peHueM nocMoTpesia Ha BSJIoe Tesi0, KpUBbIe HOMM N B3AYThIA XXUBOT - TOYHO
4yesiloBeK NporsaoTua Beapo sogbl. [llocne NnoaTsaHYThIX Ten bpaTbes, 3TO
Hefopa3yMeHue NnokKa3anocb e BepXoM ypoACTBa.

He3HakoMeL, cCONpoBOXXAaeMbI MOJ14aIMBbIM ABECOM, MOOHANCS K JloMaiecy un
MPOTSAHYJ PYKY C HAMEPEHMEM B3ATb KpacHble BPIOKN BEIbMOXXW, HO TYT HATOJIKHYICSA
B3rnsanom Ha KoTy. BagporHyn, 6yaTo 6bl TONbLKO 4TO yBMAEN ee.

- DTa 34ecCb 3a4eM? - HanMpsA>XeHHO CNpPoCu OH.

- 970 KoTa, Hala cecTpa, - CNOKONHO oTBeTU eMy ABec.

- JIokkun B cTae?! - y)xacHyncs boisimnm pab.

Jlomnec nocmMoTpes1 Ha Hero, Kak Ha T>xenobosnbHOro.

- Tbl B CBOEM YME? - YTOYHWUI OH. - KOTa He NIOKKK, OHa NPOCTO Tak ogenack. Y Tebs
4YTO, HAaNpo4b HOX 0TO6KNO? U, KCTaTK, AeByyLWwKa cnacna Tebs, HenyTesoro. OTeBnekna
3TOro.

Jlomnec nHy”n Bce eule 6ecHyBCTBEHHOMO «MeTyxXa».

- OH e He cyMaclenwunin, - Nogo3puTesbHO NOKOCUCS Ha AEBYLLIKY HE3HaKOMeEL, -
JIOKKW Obl HE CTasa NPOosSBAATb BHMMaHME K MPOCTOMY YesioBeKy. A ecnum cTana 6bl,
TaK BCe PaBHO MO KaKNM-TO CBOUM AeJsiaM...

- He Bce 370 BeaatoT, - yNbIOHYNCcA Kpoaoc. KoTe noka3asnoch, 4To ObIBLINIA pab
NMOKOCWJICS Ha LLUPaM PyCcoBOIOCOro bpaTa C BUHOBATLIM BUAOM. - A 3HaTb Xapua u
nonasHo. OHN OABHO CUAAT B CBOEM 3aMKe, KaK OrypLbl B Kaake. BoibupatoTcs pa3se
4YTO Ha OXOTY, @ MaroB BUASAT Pa3 B XXWU3HW, 1a U TO - TAaKMUX BOT, Kak KoTa.

- O4YeHb NOX0>XKa Ha JIOKKU, - YNPAMO BO3Pa3uJl My>X4YMHA, HAaTArMBasA KpacCHble LWTaHbl
n pybaxy BenbMOXW. - Bonockl 4epHble ... rna3a! BoH Kak cusioT.

- CMoTpu, He BNObUCh, - X0OX0THYN Kpogoc, nogmMmunrHyB. - OHa y Hac AeBKa pe3Bas,
3aroHseT 0o cmepTu. Tbl Beab AaBHO He obpalanca?



- Kak 8 3To coenat? - orpbI3HYCA TOT, C OTBPaLLEHUEM HaTArmBas PMOIETOBLIN
KaM30J. - 51 fga>ke NpoBepuTb He MOry, Npun MHe nu cuna. CyHyCb K BaM - Bpagec
TUXOHBLKO NpupexxeT rae-Hmbyab Noa KycTom. A ApYyruMm cTasaM vyy>kKakum 6es
HapgobHocCTH.

- MHoro BoAbl yTekso c Tex nop, MoTac, - TUXo npounsHec Jlomnec, peskmum ygapom
OTMNpaBsifAa 3aCTOHaBLIEro naeHHWKa obpatHo B 6ec4yBCTBEHHOE coCcTOosHME. [THYB
Bss1I0€ Tesno, 4ToObl MPOBEepUTL pe3ysbTaT, YAOBAETBOPEHHO KNUBHY U MPUHSAICS
HaTArMBaTb Ha BEJIbMOXY KO>XaHble BpoKN. 3aKOHYMB, XKEeCTOM nono3ean ABeca,
TepnesinBo OXXMaarulero B CTOPOHE C OLLIEVHUKOM B pyKax: - MoXeT, CTonT
norosopuTb ¢ Congecom? born Moram y>xe CMeHUTb FrHEB Ha MUOCTb.

- boru - ga, - Mmpa4yHo oTBeTun MoTac. - Bpagec - HMKorga. BosMo)XHoO, OH 1 MpoCTUT
MeHS... Korga mMos WwkKypa byaeTt Cny>XUTb KOBPUKOM Y NOpOra ero Hopbl.

- KoTa, - MArko nossan cecTtpy ABec.

[eByLUKa pacTepssHHO MOPrHysia n 3akpbisia poT. OKa3biBaeTCHA, OHa BECb pa3roBop
cupena HenoABWXXHO, CTapasiCb He NPOMNYCTUTb HX C/1I0BaA. YTO Takoro, MHTEpPecCHOo,
caenan Bpagecy 3TOT MaJIeHbKUI YenoBeYekK, 3a YTO ero BbirHaan U3 ctan? M Kak oH
XU, HE MMes BO3MOXXHOCTU BbITb cobon? C Tex nop, Kak KoTa obpaTunach u
BriepBble Nnpobexxanacb NO siecy B BONYbeM 06/1M4be, OHa CJIOBHO TOJIbLKO Havana
XWUTb. N He morna npeacTtaBuUTb, 4TO B OAMH NPEKPACHbIN AeHb HE CMOXXET OWYTUTb,
KakK BeTep UrpaeT C KOPOTKUM CepbiM MEXoM, KaK 3amnaxm sieca pacckasblBaloT
MHOXXeCTBO YANBUTEJIbHbIX UCTOPUIN U3 XKU3HU CaMbIX Pa3HbIX 3Bepen 1 NTul, Kak
bbeTcA B NpefCcMepTHbIX cyaoporax fobbiva, B KOTOPYIO C HacNa)KAeHMeM BOH3al0TCA
3y6bl...

[leByLlIKa CygOpPO>XXHO CraIoTHY1a 1 nornsgena Ha MoTaca € )KanocTbto. 3aTeM
HeToponaMBO Nnogowsia K Asecy. TOT CKNOHMACA Had 6eCcY4yBCTBEHHbLIM MJIEHHUKOM,
npuia>KnBasa K TOHKOWN Llee Y4yAO0BULLHbIA OLUENHUK.

- CmoTpun, KoTa, - Tuxo obpaTtuncs K Her BpaT. - 3TO - OLWIENHUK JIOKKU. HeKoTopble
O4YeHb NI0BAT NMNOsb30BaTbCA TaKUMM BOT LWUTYYKaMN. Marmm, KOHEYHO Xe, 3[eCb HeT.
Ho ecTb onpeneneHHble CeKpPeThl, KOTOPblE CaMU U3rOTOBUTENN TWaTesNlbHO beperyT,
BbloaBas 3a BoswebcTBO. B Hapoae cyntaeTcs, 4TO 3TOT OWWENHUK Mar HageBaeT pa3
N HaBcerppa, 4To CHATb ero HeBO3MOXXHO. Mo, HEeT y Hero HMU Havasa, HMU KoHua -
3aMKHYTbIN KPYT.



- A 3a4eM JIOKKK 0eBaloT ero? - ¢ oTBpaweHneM cnpocuna Kota, Habnwogas 3a
NOBKUMU pykKamu ABeca.

- B 0OCHOBHOM, 4TOObI YHU3MTb Bpara, - PaBHOAYLIHO OTO3BaJICA OH, NOAHMMAsN B3rnsg
Ha cecTpy. - BoT ogHoMy nonasca MoTac. MobeanTtb Nokku 6e3 cunbl cTanm MoTac,
KOHEYHO XK€, He CMOor, Aa W rayno 66110 NbiTaTbCcA. A TOMYy y6MBaTb XOpPOLUEro BOMHaA
6b1710 Obl PACTOYNTENLCTBOM. JIOKKW LLEAPOCTbIO HE OTJINYAIOTCSA... B OT/IMYME OT
HEKOTOpPBbIX.

- Moyemy mar ero He ybun? - KoTa cmoTpena Bo BCe rna3sa. Cenvyac oTKpbIBanach
Apyrasa CTopoHa XWU3HWU cTan. A MOXXeT, Tenepb N ee XXNU3Hn. HenseecTHasa Noka,
TeHeBas, HO Takas npueJsiekaTesibHasa CBOen TanHOW U OMaCHOCTbIO.

- HekoTopble »aaHbl 0O oeHer, - noXasa njaevyamuy Asec. - [1eHbrm - 3To To)Ke BJlaCThb.
Fnyno ybmneaTb TO, 4TO MOXXHO OY€Hb BbIFOAHO NpoAaTh. 1 NpOoTUBHNKY ByaeT B CTO
pas3 xXy>e, 4eM NPOoCTO CMepTb. Mbl BCE - BOWHbI, @ HA 3TOM MOX>XHO CbIrpaTh,
HanpuMmep, B N1t0bMyIo Urpy BenbMoxx. [1soe NpoTUBHUKOB BbIOTCS HacMepThb.
Mprnyem, Takon Ko3blpb, KaKk MoTaca, OTKpbIBaTb Cpa3y HeNb3A. HUKTO He CTaHeT
CTaBUTb OEHbIK, €CNn y3HaeT, KTO OH. [Mo3ToMy bpaTa Nnpnaep>XmBasan 3a OLENHUK,
4yTOb6bLI HEe ybnean pabos cAnMWKOM BbICTPO...

- 9TO0 y>xacHo! - Y KoTbl nepexBaTnio abixaHue. - A ecnam 6bl OH 0TKa3asicsa youBaTb
apyrux?

- OWEeNnHNK CKOHCTpyunpoBaH ocobbiMm obpa3om, - ABeC noaHsN 6POBU N CKIIOHWI
CecTpy JINLOM K CaMbIM 3y6bsiM. - BOT BUAMLIb, OH HE naeaNibHO KPYrbin? TAHYTb 3a
Lenb MOXXHO pa3andHbiM obpa3om. LLUvnbl 6yayT BMMBATLCA B Pa3/INYHbIE TOYKW Ha
wee. Kakmne-To npegHa3Ha4vyeHbl 418 NpUTynJaeHnsa BOCNPUATUSA, Kakme-To - ans
NPUYNHEHNA HeBbIHOCKUMON Bonun. Mprnyem, 60s1b NOCTOSAHHO HapacTaeT Ka)Kabl pa3
npu gaBneHnn wmnnos. MHormne, KTo nocnabee, cxooaT ¢ yma. OHUM y)Ke cornacHbl Ha
BCe B TaKOM cocTossHun. Cyas no paHaM Ha wee MoTaca, OH A0Aro gep>kancs. Ho
Na>ke Mbl MOpoWn He CrMoCOBHbI MPOTUBOCTOATb N3OLWPEHHBIM MbITKAM.

- YypnoBuwHoe n3obpeTteHne! 3a4em Tbl MHE BCE 3TO pacCcKa3sbiBaellb? - OCTOPOXKHO
yToYHUNa KoTa, rnsas, Kak ABeC Npuiia>kMBaeT OLIENHMK K LIee BeNIbMOXN.



- Y7106bI Tbl 3HaNA - 3TO HE CMEPTEJSIbHO, - TUXO OoTBEeTUN BpaT. - OWENHNK MoXXeT
NPUYNHUTL 60J1b, MPUTYNUTb BOCMIPUATNE, OFPAHUYNTb B OBMXKEHUAX. HO OH He
cnocobeH ybuTb. U, - ABeC BOPYr XUTPO COLLYPUIICH, - €r0 MOXKHO CHATb. TOJIbKO A5
3TOr0 HY>XHO BOCMNO0JIb30BaTbCA NOCTOPOHHEN NMOMOLLLIO U 3epKasioMm. BoT, cMoTpm -
A ogen owenHnK. Ha nepsbi B3rnsg, OTKPbITb €r0 HEBO3MOXXHO, Ka)Kgoe ABMXeHue
oynet npu4nHATE 601b. HO, BOT 34eCh, Bugnwb, Hebonbwoe yrnybneHue?
BcTaBnsdewsb clofia TOHKOe fie3BMe, BOT Tak, - bpaT nognen KMHxXanom HebobLuyto
BbleMKY, 4yTb YApPUB MO PYKOATU MeYOM B ornpefesleHHOM Hanpas/ieHUU, - YeTKoe
OBV>XXEHNe, N BOT - OLENHUK CHAT!

- Bpoae, npocTo, - C COMHEHUEM npoTaHyna KoTa, - B TBOUX pyKaxX...

- Ha, nonpobyn cama, - ABeC NpoOTAHY MeY N KNHXXas. - CHaYvasa 3aKpon.

KoTa CrsiioTHy/1a 1 OCTOPOXXHO npuiagusia oWwenHuK K Towen wee boiBLuero
NMOKJIOHHMKA. My>X4MHa B34POrHYJ1 U OTKPbIJ rnasa, € y)>KacoM yCTaBMBLUNCL NPAMO Ha
Hee. [leByllIKa 3amMepJsia OT HEOXUAAHHOCTU, HO ABEC CMOKOMHO B34J1 MeY U yaapui
BEJIbMOXXY PYKOSATbIO B BUCOK. TOT CHOBa 06MsK, a ABeC Nnpu3Bas cecTpy He
OTBJIEeKaTbCA Ha NYCTAKN. KoTa ApoXKalwmMMn pyKaMu MnblTanacb BCTaBUTb KUHXXa B
HY>KHYIO BbIEMKY, HO TOT BCe BpeMs Cbe3XXall, Aepras owenHuk. N3 paH, Kotopble
ocTaBnsanu B 6es101 KoXKe BrnmneawLmecs Npu Kaxx4Aon Heyfgade ocTpble Wnnbl,
CTPYMKaMKN CoOYMIacb KPOBb. DTO OTBJIEKAN0 N HEPBUPOBao. Ho Asec bbin
ype3Bbl4aMHO HAaCTOMYMB, KaXXAbIW pa3 nNpusbiBas cocpenoTodnTbea. Lenyvok, n KoTa
c obneryeHnem OTKMHYNaCb, BbIPOHUB KUH>XaJ1 N3 B3MOKLUEN OT rnoTa JIafoLLKN.

- Tbl TONILKO 4YTO Hay4uMnacb genaTb HEBO3MOXXHOE, - A0BOJIbLHO YNbIOHYICS ABec. - Ha
3TO HY>XHa TOYHOCTb U BHMMATENIbHOCTb. Cpean cTam TONIbKO 1 MOy OTKpPbIBaTb
OLUEVNHUNKWN JIOKKW, Ternepb 3TO MOXeLlb AenaTb U Tbl. 1 B Hapoae BNoJiHe MOXXelLlb
Ha3biBaTbCA MAarom, NOTOMY, YTO BCE CHUTAIOT - JINLLb OHMN CNOCOOHLI Ha Takue
yypneca. 3acTerHu, cnpasenJiMBoCTb 0J/KHA BOCTOP)XXECTBOBaATb, NYCTb Ternepb OH
nonpobyeT Ha CBOEN LWee, KaKoBO 3TO - BbITb pabom.

- A ero He y3HalT? - YAUBNEHHO cnpocuna aesylka. - OH e 6oraTbin BE/IbMOXa,
npubnrxeHHbIN Xapua.

- OH - pab, - XKeCTKO yXMblbHYCA ABec, nopa3ne KoTy HEOXXNAAHHOW BCMbILLKOWN
3/10CTW. - B TaKOM OLIENHNKE - OH TOJIbKO »KasKui pab, 4To 6bl HU KpMYaa Npu 3TOM.
HWKTO He NnoBepuT caoBaM 3aKoBaHHOro. O4YeHb yaobHO, He cynTaelb?



N ABec, BepHYB (h13NOHOMUYN BEYHO-6E3MATEXKHOE Bbipa)keHune, MOAHSAICS U KUHYN
KoHeL, Lenu B pykn MoTacy. KoTa, cTapascb bosblue He rnsafeTb Ha MJEeHHUKaA,
TOPOMNJINBO OTOLUJIA B CTOPOHY. MoTac 3akpyTua uernb BOKPYr KAUCTU U MPavyHO
MOCMOTpPEN Ha OEeBYLLUKY.

- baba B cTae! - OH cMayHoO cntoHyN. - Joxunn! N Kak Bbl ee Tepnute?
YaoneuTtenobHO, 4TO Bpagec He cnonan ee eule B MjlageH4YeCcTBe, OH XXe HeHaBuauT
XKEHLLNH.

- B 3TOM Bbl C HUM BCerga Haxoaunam obwni s3bik, - MpavyHo NnpobopMoTan Kpoaoc,
Henobpo rnsas Ha 6eiBwero 6paTta. - Ho BoT Tebe HOBOCTL. OH caM NpuTaLlmn
NeBYOHKY B CTAlO C )KePTBEHHOro KaMHs. OHK ¢ Congecom HOCATCS C Hel, Kak C
60J1bHbIM LLIEHKOM. Bpanec naxke cTan ee HaCTaBHUKOM.

MoTac Bbirnsagen Tak, Kak byaTo Ha Hero CHoBa HageNn OLWENHUK, N TOT NOJIHOCTbIO
06e34BMXKNN CBOIO XXepTBY. KoTa yCMexHynachk 1 B3rasHyna Ha bbiBwero paba
CBblCOKa. OT Hee He YKpPbINOCb, YTO TOT NPOCTO-HANpPoOCTO peBHyeT. Beab ero
BbIFHaJIN, @ KaKas-ToO CONIMBaA AEBYOHKa 3aHsA/1a MeCcTo ObiBLLEero BOMHa.

- Tebe € HaMun Henb34, - TUXO Nporosopua Jlomnec, cMepus KOTy A3BUTESIbHbBIM
B3rnagom. - Ecnm, KOHeYHo, Tbl HE HaMepPEeH MOKOHYUTb C XXM3HbIO MPAMO cenyac.
Bpanec B nocenke, a Congec otny4uncs. bepu paba, BoT Tebe AeHbru, - My>X4mHa
KUHYN 6paTy 3BAKHYBLUUA MeLlloYeK. - 1 yxoau.

- 9 cnab, - noToNTaBLWNCL Ha MecTe, MPOM3HEC MYy>X4YnHa. Mcnoanobbsa B3rfsiHyB Ha
6paTbeB, nonpocus: - OTOANTE KOHS, a TO A He yHecy paba ganeko. Y6MBaTb MNoka He
X04y - NYCTb CHa4vana CnoJiHa MoJly4ynuT TOo, Yero s HaTepnencs!

- Konta? - XuxukHyn Kosec, TPAXHYB pPbDXKUMK BosloCaMu. - [la YunBa ¢ Hac Tpu
LWKYpbI coepeT 3a csoero Aobumua. a v KoTa He cornacuTcs.

- NycTb 6epeT, - HeoXnaaHHO ons cebs npomnsHecna gesywka. HemHoro nogymas,
KUBHyNa: - la, nycTb 3abupaeT. Bce paBHo KonT 6osible npocTamBaeT, pas3 B rog Ao
ropona Ymney ooBe3seT M CHOoBa 6poaAnT Mo Nnecy, Kak HenpuKasHHbIN.

- CynTtan, 4To y Tebs cerogHs AeHb POXXAEHUS, - XNonHyN 6paTa No naeyvy
ocknabuswunca Kpogoc. - I nogapkos Ky4a. Tak pacnopsgncbs nMu sepHo. He
CBsA3blBanNcA 6osblUE C NOKKK, - 63 cnsibl 3TO CaMoybuncTBOo. XXMBU CBOEN XKU3HbIO.



MoTac HenoBKO MOTOMTaJICA Ha MecTe, Noka YBapoc ¢ KoBecoM 3abpackiBanu Teso
paba Ha KonTa. OH ncnogniobbs cMoTpen Ha KoTy, He pellascbh YTO-TO CKa3aTb.

- YT0? - HenpusA3HeHHO cnpocuia KoTa, He BblAep>KaB NepBo.

- 91 He NpuBbIK 6bITb 0683aHHBLIM, - CKBO3b 3ybbl MpobopmoTan MoTac, METHYB Takomn
B3rnsan, Kak 6yaTo 3TO OHa NUCTA3a1a ero oWenHUKoM. - Tem bonee babe!

- MpwuBbIKan, - oweTnHUIacbk KoTa.

- «Cnacnbo» Tbl OT MEHA HE A0XKAELWbCSH, - C/IOBHO HE pacCiblilliaB, MPoAosKal
MoTac. YyTb nokonebaBincb, 6pocnn Ha 3emMto NnpeameT, 6ecHyBWNIA B NyYax
3axo4dwero conHua: - NycTb BOT 3TO ByneT niaTom 3a NOMOLLb U 3@ KOHS.

He rnans Ha 6paTbes, N3ron BCKOYMI B C€OJ10 U C CUJIOM BOH3UA NATKN B boka KonTa.
epebeu, He NPUBBLIKLLINA K TaKOMy obpalleHnto, NogHANCSA Ha Ablibbl K, 3ap>Kas,
Bbpocunca B ranon no bepery Opwu.

ABEC OCTOPOXXHO CKJIOHWJICS Hag NpeaMeToM.

- Y10 TaM? - nonobonbITcTBOBaa KoTa 1, onyCcCTUBLLMUCL PSAOM, NOAHSANA U3 TPaBbl
NPOLLAJIbHbIMA NOOAPOK.

[MapeHb HeonpeneseHHO XMbIKHY .

- A 9 anyman, oH 6e3B03BpaTHO yTpayeH, - YAUBJIEHHO CKa3al OH, pa3rnsaabiBas
bnecTawyo XXenesky B pykax cecTpbl. - Tak BOT no4yeMy Bpagec Tak 06031uncsa Ha
MoTaca! Bce, Kak 06bI4HO, ropa3fo npoLle, 4em KakeTcs...

(naBa 4

ABec, XMTPO NorfsabiBas Ha BbITAHYBLUMECS NMUA BpaTbeB, MOTSAHY €€ 33 PYKy
BBEPX, OCTOPOXKHO, 60SICb CaMOMY MPUKOCHYTbLCS K TaUHCTBEHHOMY npeaMeTy. KoTa
yOVBJIEHHO CMOTpesia Ha HebosbLLIoW MedasiboH. KOpoTKasi TOHKAs LEernoyka y)>KoM



COCKOJIb3HYJla MeX MajibLeB U CMPOT/IMBO KayHynack. MpoaonroBaThin NpeaMeT Ha
napoHu 6bin caenaH U3 XentoBaToro 6aecTawero MeTasnaja, HEMHOIO NMOXOXXEro Ha
KPpUBble MOHETKW. B cepeanHe pucyHOK HanoMmnHan BOYMIM rnas. Ha mecTe 3payka
CBEpKaJl OCTPLIMU FPaHAMM KaMeHb HEMPO3pPayYHOro YepHOro LUBeTa.

- Cepaue knaHa! - axHyn Kpogoc.

- BoT npoxmnHaen! - npobopmoTan YBapoc, XaaHbiM B3rnagom dbypass fagoHb
cecTpbl. - OKa3biBaeTcHa, MoTac Aobbin KameHb!

- [an ciopa! - rpo3Ho Npukasan Jlomsec, MpavyHo Habnwoaas, Kak BCce Crpyanamnch
Bokpyr Cepgua. KoTa B34pPOrHysia 1 HEOXOTHO NMPOTAHY1a KYJIOH, HO CTapbli BOVH
HeOXXMNOAHHO oTWwaTHYyNCcA: - HeT! Henb34...

KoTa pacTepsiHHO NOKpyTUAa yKpalleHne 1 noriaania najableM KPacuBbll KaMeLlek.
PaHX NMPUSATHO NMOKasbIBaan KOXY. My>XUYMHblI 3aBOPOXXEHHO C/IeANIN 33 KaXKAbIM
OBVXKEHNEM. HYyTb MOeXXMBLIMCb NO4 HanpPsXKeHHbIMU B3rnsigamMmun, AeBYLUKa NOCMNELWHO
Hauenuia Nnodapok Ha wet. KynoH nokayancs n 3amep B I0OXKOMHKe Mexx rpynen.

- Y10 YyBCTBYELIb? - 3BEHSALLUM OT BOJIHEHUSA r0JIOCOM cripocus KoBec, HEpBHO
TPAXHYB PbDKUMU KYAPAMU.

- A 4TO 5 gOJIXKHa YyBCTBOBaTb? - HAacTopoXXunacbk KoTa, NnpucayLimBasnch K
owyuieHnaMm. - Hnyero Bpoae ocobeHHoro...

BpaTbs B3[0XHY/IM, KaK el MoKa3aJioCb, HECKO/IbKO Pa304apoBaHHO. ABEC MITHOBEHHO
noTepsas UHTEPEC, OTOLLEN U HAarHyncs, noabupas opy»xuve ¢ 3eman. Kpogoc CrnioHy
N OTBEPHYJICS. 3aropesibiii YBApoC 3aX0X0Tasa U MaxHyJ1 PyKOW.

- Monpem! Ckopo cTeMHeeT! - n HanpaBWJICA B CTOPOHY Jleca.

- A 4yTO0?.. - Havyana 6bIN0 KoTa, HO HUKTO He cnywarn. Ewe MrHoseHne Hasag rnasa
MY>XXYUH FrOpenmn »axxaom n no4tn 6naroroseHmnem, a Tenepb 3TO pacTasno 6e3 cnepa.
YTo oHa caenana He Tak? lNoyeMy BCce BeayT cebs, CIOBHO OHa B YEM-TO
npoBUHWNACL? - Jlomnec! - ymonsaioLe BOCKJINKHY1a OHa.



- Wpem, KoTa, - yepe3 cuny ynblbHYNCSA CypOBbIi BOUH, HENTOBKO MOrnaame CECTPy Mo
ronose. - TaKo HaCbILWEHHbIA AeHb, HALO OTOOXHYThb.

- Ho... - no4yTn npocTtoHana KoTa, 4yTb He nnaaya.

- [loMmon4n, - OH MOMOPLUUNIICA, KAaK OT 6onun, n HarpasuJjca cJsiegoMm 3a OpyrmmMun.

TeMHOTa cryuwasacb. KoTe Ka3anocb, 4TO leC TOXe yKopseT ee B 4eM-To. [1paMble
CMWHbI MONYaNMBO Warawwmnx bpaTbes yrHeTann, oHa 4yBCTBOBa1a cebs u
0OM>KEHHOW, N BO3MYLLEHHOW... N B TO )€ BPeMs HeKas TalHa wekKoTana
nobonbITCTBO. KOCHYBLUNCH KYJIOHA, OLLLYTUA, KaK XXefe3Ka Harpenacb oT
yesiloBe4yeckoro Tenna. IHTepecHo, NnovyeMy Lenb Takasd KopoTkasa? KoTa Cc TpyaoM
npofesna rososy. A BOT Apyron Bpag v cMmor nosecntb Cepaue knaHa cebe Ha wero.
N MoTac He HOCW ero Ha rpyau, OHa NMOMHWA ero rosiblh Topc... 'ae XXe U3rHaHHUK
npsaTan ykpaweHue?

[lopora AOMOW OTHSJ1a HAMHOI0 MEHbLLIE BPEMEHN, YEM YTPEHHUI NOX04 B 3aMOK
Xapua. XoTs, BO3MOXHO, 4To KoTa NpoCTO Tak 3aayManacb, YTO He 3aMeTuna, Kak
OHW BEPHYJINCb B CeNieHne. Y>xe COBCEM CTEMHENO, 3Be3bl APKO MOoAMUIMBANN C
MpayvHoro HebocBoda. bansnnacbk NOHOYB.

Ha Hebonblion Kpyrnon niaouwanke, OKauMaeHHOW 3eMIgHKaMn 0O NHBI, BECENo
Tpelian TaHUyoLWWn oroHek. Bpagec, noaxxunagas, neHMBo nogbpackiBan cyxme BEeTKU.
MpumeTnB 6paTbeB, OH 0bpafoBaHHO BCKO4YMA. HaBepHoOe, CKYy4YHO 6b1s10 Lenbin AeHb B
obwecTtse Yunebl. Ho, 3aBuaes KoTy, B3OPOrHYy U B cieaylouiee MrHoBeHUE yXKe
bpocusica Brnepen, BbiIxBaTbiBas OCTPbIN MeY. [leByllKa OTOpOnesio cMoTpena, Kak
CBEpPKHYBLUEee B CBeTe OrHs sie3Bmne CTpeMmnTesibHO NpubnnxaeTtcs... u ysieTaeT B
KyCTbl. JlJomnec B nocnegHUm MoMeHT BbI6U Mey 13 pyK B3beLeHHOro BONHa.
Bbicokun Kpoooc KMHyJCA B HOMM Hanajawwemy, YBapoc 3anpbIrHy1 CBepXy, Bans
bpaTa C Hor.

YbeamBLNCb, 4TO MPOTUBHNK He COMPOTUBASAETCA, YBApOC, OTKNUHYB C NInLLa CBETJIble
BOJIOCbI, 4YyTb NMpmnnoaHAJICA N N3yMJiIieHHO NMOoCMOTpPEJT B CUHNE TJla3a.

- Tbl Yero, KOpHW anrn B KOCTepok nogbpackiBan? Nnm K censHo4YkamM AaBHO He
XOAWN, 4TO Ha XXEHLMH y>xe bpocaelwbcs?..



- KoTa? - xpunso nepecnpocus Bpagec, ¢ TpyaoM NogHMMasaCh. - Yero Thbl Tak
Bblpsauiacb?

- Tak ynobHee, - enBa Abllla OT CTpaxa, NpoluenTana AesBylika. Ka3asiochk, 4To
3BEPUHbIN OCKasl APOCTU, UCKA3UBLUMIA [0 HEY3HAaBAEMOCTU JINLO MYXXYUHbI, ByneT
npecsiefoBaThb €e BeYHO.

- A, - yxe bosiee cnokonHo oTBeTun 6paT, - NOHATHO. Tak AencTeBuTenbHO yaobHee...
ObicTpee poBecTn MeHa A0 beweHcTBa. YTo Xe, 6paBo, cecTpmnyka, Noay4mnoch. A Bbl
TOX€e YMHO MNOCTYMNUAN - pa3pellnTb AeBYOHKE XO0OUTb B o4exXAaX JIOKKN!

- KoTe He HY>XHO Tenepb pa3peLlleHne, - KNC0 ycMexHysica Jlomnec, Hallapusas B
KYCTaX yﬂeTEBLLII/II7I Me\, - LWaKTM MOXKET No3Bo/INTb cebe BCe, 4TO yrogHo...

- Y Hee Cepaue KnaHa, - Tuxo gobasun Asec.

- Cepaue? - Bpagec cunbHo nobnegHen n CXBaTusl CbeXMUBLLYIOCH OT y>XKaca KoTy.

B3rnag ero, 61ecHyBLWMA KpaCHbIM BONYbMM OTHEeCKOM, Hawapwuia B cknagkax »xabo
30J10TUCTbIN aMyieT. 3ackpexeTas 3ybamu, Bpagec cunbHee Cxan AeBYLIKY. YXe
Ka3aJ10Cb, 4TO BOWH MPOCTO C/IOMAET ee, TOYHO Bbicoxwwee aepesue. Ho cama KoTa He
yyBcTBOBasia 601, PacluMpuBLLUMMUNCS OT y>Kaca rnasamm oHa, He OTPbIBAsACh,
CMOTpena Ha nckasmsuleecs nmuo bpaTta. [laxxe MUHYTY Ha3ag OHO 6osbLie NOXoAN0
Ha YyenoBeyeckoe. 3Bepb, MPOCTO Be3yMHbI younua...

- OTNyCcTn OEeBYOHKY, - NOHUMatouWe ynbibasack, Kpogoc Marko rnoxsonan 6paTta no
nneyvy. - OHa He BMHOBaTa, 4To CepALe NpuULIO UMEHHO K HeR.

Bpapec 3aconen, NpuUKpbI1 BOSIYbY Fa3a U MeasieHHO pa3Xkas nanbubl. KoTa
BbICKOJIb3HYJ1a U3 MEPTBOW XBAaTKM U 0Cesia Ha 3eMJ1t0, MoTupasa 3atekwmne naedyum. OHa
He yOnBUTCA, 0OBHapy>XnB TaM oOLWMPHbIe CUHAKW. JTnwwb Obl KOCTK Bbin uwenbl! Y10
Xe npepcrtasnaeT cobor 3ToO ykpalweHne, KoTopoe OTBEPHYJI0 OT Hee nunua bpaTbes,
a Bpapeca Boobuwe 4yTb He gosesio fo besymusa?

Kpo0C OCTOPOXXHO NOBEJ TOro B CTOPOHY 3eMJIiHKU. KoTa 3a4apoBaHHO NpoBoAuia
nx B3rnanom. Mneyum Bpageca onycTUANCh, CMHA CCYTYINIACh, CUJIbHbIE PYKN
60/ TaNINCh, KaK NeHbKOBbIE BEPEBKU... JTOMaec MoJi4a NO0XKW1 MeY 0KO0JIO KOCTpa U,



npsYa B3rnas4, NOCNeLwHo PeTUPOoBaJICA B CBOK HOPY. Koraa pasolivck oCcTaslbHble,
KoTa He ycnena 3amMeTuTb. OHa cuaena 0KoJIo BECEsI0 MepLialoLLero orHs u
pacTepsAHHO 031pasack No CTOpoHaM. B noceneHnmn cTano HEBEPOATHO TUXO, CJIOBHO
BCe 3aTauancb. FOpbKO B30XHYB, AEBYLIKA MPUKPbISIA KOCTEP CTapbiM KOTEJIKOM U
Me[JIeHHO nonJiesiacb B CTOPOHY CBOEN 3eMJISSHKM.

Mocne HacbIWEeHHOro CObbITUSAMN, HEBEPOSTHO CTPAHHOIO AHS, XOTENOChb TOJIbKO
0[lHOr 0 - Nockopee 3abbITb BECb 3TOT KowMap. CKMHYB nnau, geByllKa 6e3 cun
yrnana Ha rpyay LWKyp 1 3abbisiacb TSH>KesbiM TPEBOXKHbLIM CHOM. BnepBble 3a gonarune
rofbl OHa YCHYyJa HOYbIO.

MpocHyacb OHa OT FNyxX0ro 3ByKa, Kak 6yATo ynaso 4To-To Tsaxkenoe. CoH cneTen
MIHOBEHHO. YTo cnyymnocbk? CKOJIbKO OHa npocnasna? YyTKUM HIOX YJI0BUIT Nerknm
apoMaT pPOChbl N PE3KNN TOLUHOTBOPHbIN 3amaxX. 3HA4YNUT, y>Ke NnoYTu yTpo. Ho 4To Tak
CTpaHHO NMaxHeT? B cnepywoulee MrHoBeHMe B ee 3eMJIAHKY BBaJINJ10Cb 4YTO-TO
OrpoMHoe. HenoBKO CKaTUBLUUCHL MO HEDBObLLIOMY CMYCKY, FOCTb NOYTWM HaBaIMJICA Ha
AeByuwkKy. icnyraHHo BCKpUKHYB, KoTa nonbiTanacb BbipBaTbCA, HO CUJIbHAA JlafOHb
C>Kafa por.

- WJ-w-w, - npownnen My>X4n"Ha 1 nNaxHyJ1 Ha Hee TakKnMm CMpagom, 4TO KoTa no4Ttu
norTepssia CosHaHMe. Xanb, 4TO NafoHb He 3aKpblJla 1 HOC.

NMoka4yHyBLUINCL, Npuweney ybpan pyky. Ho, 4Tobbl NnonbITaTbCsA yaAepKaTbCA Ha
MecTe, TYT Xe 06/I0KOTUNCSA O KOJIEHKY AEBYLUKN.

- Bpagec?! - nsymneHHo npoxpunena Kota. - 41o ¢ To60o1n? Y10 3a CTpaHHbIA 3anax?
Tbl paHeH? Tbl 3abonen?..

- LW-w-ww, - 1afoHb BHOBb METHYIACb K MLy KOTbl, HO My>X4YMHA He paccynTan CUsbl
N 3a/1ennna cecTpe MoLevynHy.

BHOBb MOKA4YHYBLUNCL, OH YXBAaTWU/CS 3@ BOPOT 6enocHe)XHon pybaliku aesyiku. C
TPYAOM CHOKYCMPOBAB B3r/isif Ha KyJIOHE, UCTEPUYECKM pacxoxoTancs. He
BblI€pP>XaB, TKaHb TPECHYa. Bpagec ynan Ha CnuHy, Aepi>Xa B PyKe MbilHbIA BOPOX
TPAMOK, MOXOXXWI Ha LBETOK, - BCE, YTO OCTAJIOCh OT KPacuBoro »xabo.

- YBapoc, Buaumo, 6bia npasB - OH 06Kypuacsa anru! - ucnyraHHo npolmnnena AeByLlKa
N Hawynasa 3a CMMHOM OCTPbIN KnHXan. Ecnn 6paT BHOBb nonbiTaeTcs ee ybuThb, OHa



X0TA 6bl MoCcTapaeTcs 3aWwmnTuTbCca. O ToM, 4TOBbLI CNAcTUCh, He BbINO N peyn, Beab
KoTa npekpacHO 3Hafla, HACKOJIbKO OH OMNaceH, Kak NMPOTUBHMUK.

- YTo-TO BpOAe, - HEOXXNAAHHO A06POAYLLIHO XMbIKHY 1 Bpagec, yca)xmnsascb Ha nosay
N OTHASAHHO TPSACA rosioBow. NenenbHble BONOCHI FPA3HbIMU KJI0YbSAMN CTAapOn Nakaun
nernv Ha nmuo. - OrHeHHas BoAa CensiH OKa3blBaeT CTpaHHOE BO34ENCTBMUE... HO XOTA
Obl OTrOHSAET BOCNOMUHaAHUA. Xu! Tak Tbl AENCTBUTENBHO OTXBaTua Cepaue KnaHa?
'nynaa connayka!

- A, - noHsana KoTa, ewe HeEMHOro oTCTynas oT NbsAHoOro 6paTa, - BOT B 4eM Aeno!
Kpoagoc paccka3sbiBan 06 3Ton ragocTu, NpeBpallalollen ga)ke ny4ywmx BOMHOB B
0ecrnoMoLLHbIX CBUHEN...

- [lypa, - npocTo oTBeTUN Bpagec. - YTobbl caenaTb 6eCnoMoLuHbIM MEHS, BeApa 3TOoM
Mep30CTU MasioBaTo...

- [lypa? - obuxeHHo nosTopuna KoTa. Kak 6bl paHblie He 063biBancs bpar,
MPON3HOCUTb NOAOOHLIE C/IOBa BCE XKE CHUTAl HUXKE CBOEro 4OCTOMHCTBA.

- KOHEeYHo, - C YZI0BO/IbCTBMEM MOATBEPAUS OH. - Bbina 6bl yMHas, aep»xanack bbl OT
3TON xene3ku nogansiue! Oan ee MHe! - Bpagec KayHyACcs BNepes 1 NoBaJInCA B
HOTU CecTpbl.

B3BM3rHyB, Ta METHYJlaCb K BbIXOA4y, NMepenpbIrMBas Yepes pacnsjacTaBLUerocs
MY>XYMHY. HO OH 1 He NbITancsa AOroHAThL. Y6eamsLwmch B 3ToM, KoTa ocTaHOBMACh U
OCTOPOXXHO 3arnsHyfa BHyTPb 3eMJSTHKU. Bpagec ne)xan B TOM Xe MOoJI0OXKEeHWN, a
yepes CeKyHay A0 C/lyxa AEeBYLUKN JOHECCA MOLLHbIA Xpan.

- Tbl B nopsaake?

KoTa ucnyraHHo B3BUachk, HO, yBuaeB ronybornasoro Kpoaoca, HEPBHO
paccMmesinacb. bpaT 6bi1 cOBEpLUEHHO TPE3B M CMOTPEN C TPEBOIOM.

- bonee-meHee, - OHa HEOXXWAAHHO NOYYyBCTBOBasIA CNaboCTb B HOrax u
NPUCIOHUNACh K HacbiNu. - YTo-To HenagHoe TBopuTcsa ¢ BpagecoM. OH xoTen
3abpaTb KY/OH, HO 3aCHY/...



- MNocne Beapa caMoro BOHKYEro rnowia censiH 8 paccyMTbiBasl, YTO OH 3aCHET NPsMO
Ha MecTe. Ho cTonno oTB/ieYbCs, Kak nponaoxa TyT Xe cbexxan. 4 cpa3y NnoHAN, 4TO
OH nowen K Tebe, - ocy>KaatloLLe KayHyB pycon ronoson, Kpogoc 6epexxHo
nonnep>kan cecTpy U noMor AOWTWU A0 rnaakoro 6peBHbIWKa. - HoO OH BCe paBHO He
3abpan 66l Cepgue knaHa. NMpocTo He cMor bbl...

Ycaaus ee, oTOPOCUI CTapblil KOTENOK B CTOPOHY U, COrHYBLUMUCL B TpW normubenu,
6bICTPO pa3ayn Thewwme yram, nogbpocre B pasropatoLLninca KocTep HECKOJIbKO
Cyxunx BETOK. KoTa 356K0 noexxunacb, NepeXxunTbln CTpax gan o cebe 3HaTb.

- No4emy BCe BeayT cebs Tak... CTPaHHO? - 4yTb He MJaYa, npowenTasa oHa. - 4YTo
TakKoro B 3TOM epLlmncToM KyJloHe? Ecnm BCce Tak HefoBOJIbHbI, 4To Cepaue A0CTanoch
MHe, MyCTb KTO-HMbYAb ero 3abepeT, MHe He XKankKo!

CopBaBLUNCb, 3apeBesia B ro10C U YTKHY1aCb B JIaA40LWKKM, NpsaYva nmuo. Kpogoc
HENoOBOPOTJ/IMBO ONYCTWU/CA PAAOM M yCrOoKanBatowe noraaana cropbumsLUyocs CAnHy
cecTpbl.

- Tebe Ts>Ke0, NOHUMAIO, - MPOHUKHOBEHHO NPOroBopus oH. - A 06bAcHI0. Cepaue
KJ1laHa xoTes B6bl MeTb KaKAbl N3 Hac. [la 4To TaM, XpaHUTesieM MeYyTaeT CTaTb
BOMH 13 ntobon ctan! 31o Benukun gap! Nl Benmkoe npoknisaTue.

- MpoknaTmne? - HacTopoXxunacb KoTa, NpUnogHABLUNCD.

- XpaHUTeNn He OTANYAKTCSA OJIMHHON U CHACTJIMBON XUN3HbIO, - TPYCTHO YNbIOHYNCS
ronybornasbin napeHb. - OcobeHHO, B NnocneagHee BpemMs. PegKo KTO NMPOTAHYN
bonblle NaTu neT...

Ceppaue 06nmMnocb KpoBbto, AblXaHMe nepexBaTnao. Tak oHa ympeT? Cnesbl
MIHOBEHHO BbICOXJIN, KOTa Mesiko 3aTpsaciach OT CTpaxa.

- Ho A He xo04y yMupaThb, - es1e BbIMOJIBUJIa OHa NOMEPTBEBLUMMU r'ybamu.

- HUKTO 13 Hac He xo4eT, 4ToObl Thl YMUpana, - Noka4vasna rosioBon Kpoaoc. - Jlomnec
[a)Ke YyTb He HapyLluun Tpaauuuto, xoten 3abpaTh CTPaLWHbIA TanancmaH cebe. Ho
HMKTO W3 HaC He MMeeT NpaBo 3TO AeNlaTh - MoTac nepepnan cepale Tebe...



- A ecnn A Tak XXe nepenam ero Komy-Hnbyab? - ¢ Hagexgon cnpocuna Kota, rnaas
Ha 6paTa CHM3y BBepX. - Tbl FOBOPULLb, YTO KaXKAbli MEYTaeT ero HOCUTb...

- MoTac He 6bln XpaHuTenem, - € oTBpalleHmneM cnaoHyn Kpogoc. - Knwwka ToHka! OH
Tak U He NPUMepPUsT KyJIOH.

- Tak no4yemy Bbl MO3BOJINIMN MHE HafeTb cepaue? - 4yTb He BCKpuyana KoTa. -
MoyemMy He oCcTaHOBWUIN?

OH TPAXHYJ1 pyCOW rOSI0BON 1N NPUCTasIbHO MOCMOTPEN Ha cecTpy.

- BTanHe KaXXabln Hages1Cca, YHTO Thl OKaXKELLbCA TOW CaMOW...

- CamoW... KeM? - pacTepsnacb geByLUKa.

Kpoooc Ts>Keno B3A0XHYJ U Nepeces Ha 3eMJt0, OnepLIncb CAHon o 6peBHo. Jlnua
NX OKa3aJINCb HAa 04HOM ypOoBHe. PaccesiHHO MOAKWNHYJ B 3aTyXaloLWMA KOCTEPOK Nnapy
BETOK 1 NMOCMOTPES Ha cBeTretllee Hebo.

- Korga-To, - ¢ TpyZA0OM Ha4vasl OH, CJIOBHO NMpeoosieBas Xry4yee xesfaHme HU4ero He
paccKa3biBaTb, - CyLLECTBOBaJ APEBHUN KJ1aH COJIHEYHbIX BOoN4uL. Bce cTan
NnoAYNHANNCL eMy. U ncnbiTaHne gaBanm MMeHHo nibpaHHble. Bonyunubl 6bian
0COBEHHbIMMU... MOJIHBIMU TAUHCTBEHHOW CUJIbl. - OH 0BXKer cecTpy XO0N04HbIM
B3rnagom ronybbix rnas. - HENOCTUXKMMON, APEBHEN CUJIbI... AOCTYNHOW JNLLb
XeHwmHaM. [a, KoTa, KnaH cCoCTOoAN UCKAKYNTENbHO M3 BOYNL, KaK OCTaJlbHble CTaun
- TOJIbKO N3 BOJIKOB, BOMHOB. Thl CTasla UCKKOYEHUEM BMNepBble 3a MHOMO J1eT, 9 A0
CUX NOP He Beplo, 4HTO Takoe BO3MOXXHO. Mbl Hagessnuck, 4To Cepaue KnaHa BbibepeT
Tebs, Kak npoao/mKaTenbHUUY poda... n 6oru mornu agaTth Tebe nma LLakTup. PaHble
B/IACTUTENIbHNLEN CTAaHOBUIACb OEBOYKA, POXKAEHHASA OT COJIHEYHON BOAYMLbI U3
KnaHa. YBbl, Cepaue He oTKpblNocb Tebe. Tbl - TONIbKO LWAKTMU...

OH nomonyan, cobupascb ¢ ayxom, a KoTa 3aTannia gbixaHue, He B CU1aX BblOep»XaTb
naysbl. lpoxalwmmMy pykamMmm cxxasa KyJaoH Ha rpyan. 1 He noHnmana, Cepaue nn
MyNbCUPYET B NIALOHAX WX 3TO OXKMBAET OPEBHAA siereHaa.

- JIOKKW, - ropbko npopoHun Kpogoc. CKpUBUBLLNCE, NOLIEBENN MasIkon yran: - OHu
He MOTrIM CMUPUTBLCS C CUOM KNaHa. Begb oH Mor 6bl 1 BCEX MaroB CO CBETY CXUTb.



BnacTuTenbHULbl, HE LIePEMOHSACH, YaCTO BMELUNBAJINCh B TEMHbIE AEINLLKMK JIOKKH,
Ha3Ha4yas UCMNbITaHUA 015 LWEHKOB. Ka)< bl TaKoW ciydalt Maru cHUTanum njieBkoM B
NX CTOPOHY. KnaHy B To BpeMsi He 6blJ10 Aena [0 3apBaBLUMXCSA KONAYHOB, APEBHUN
3aKOH [aBaJl NPaBO Ha XWU3Hb BCSKOW TBapu. HO Marn Takoro npasa BAacTUTENSAM He
nanu. THycHas, TallHas TpaBns NpeacTaBUTENbHML, APEBHEro poAa NPoaosKanach
Jonroe spems. M BOT, Korga npsaMas Hac/siegHuUa 0CTaNlacb TONbLKO OZIHA, Maru
06BbEeAVHUIINCE U NPUHAJTINCL BbIC/IEXNBATb NEBOYKY elle ApoCTHee...

Kpoaoc Ta)keno gbllas, He OTpbiBas OT OrHA B3rss4a. 3padkum FOJ’Iy6bIX rna3s
paclwmnpunncb, N0 nepekocmnna rpmmaca. OH CZ1I0BHO BOOYUIO BUAEnN cenyac cobbiTus
npownoro. Kota B34pOrHysaa, nogymMan, 4TO OH U CaM y4yaCTBOBaJ1 B HUX.

- Mbl ¢ Bpagecom 6b1/1M COBCEM LLIeHKaMKn, - noaTeepann bpaT goragky AeByLIKN. -
NcnbiTaHnem 60rnm HasHa4YnaM OXpPaHATb OAVMHOKYIO COJTHEYHYIO BOA4YuMLy. - KoTa
BAPYI BCMOMHWUMIA yTpeHHU pa3rosop Conpgeca ¢ Bpagecom n Menko 3agpoxkana. -
Cpeaun maros 6bin1 ognH... JIokk! HeBeposaTHO cuabHbIN. OH MOI NpeBpawaThbCs B
BoJiIKa. N oH npecneposan wakTn. Hac 3aMmaHuIn B noBywKy. Cpa3y HECKOJIbKO Maros
Hanaam ogHOBpPeMeHHO... - Kpoooc MpayHO YCMEeXHYJICA N 3alyMYNBO MNpPOBeI
nasbLeM no wpamy. - 4 bpocnsnca Ha Hanagaswmx, 4Tobbl oTBNEYL OT Bun. lyman,
Bpanec ycneeT yBecTu ee B 6e3onacHoe MecTo. HO IOKKK OKa3annucb cusbHee. NoTom
npoHeccs cnyx, 4To Bus normbna. Ho 3abpana c cobom B roctn K Mopocy u JIokka. A
BoT Cepaue beccnenHo ncyesno...

- A Bpagzec BbXKWUJ, - 3aKOHYMNa 3a 6bpaTta KoTa. - N 0o cux nop koput cebs 3a To, 4TO
He CMOr CnacTu AEeBYLUKY...

KpoaoC NpoH3MTENIbHO NOCMOTpPEN Ha cecTpy. KoTa C yanB/ieHUEM 3amMeTua B
rony6bbix rnasax cnesbl.

- OHUM nobunn apyr opyra, - OTPbIBUCTO NPOU3HEC OH N yAapua Ky1akoMm no bpeBsHy.
KoTa BCKOYM/Ia U 3a4apoBaHHO Npocseanna, Kak riagkoe AepeBo pa3BasIMBaeTCs Ha
yacTun. - CosIHeYHasa BoYMULIA HOCUIA NoJA cepaLeM WeHKka Bpageca...

- A... MoTac? - pobko crnpocuna AaeByLlKa. - 1 Tak NMoHsNa, YTO OH TOXe y4YacTBOBas B
3TOM.

- He coBceM, - mpa4Ho BbypkHyn Kpogoc. - born oTBepHyncb, oT MoTaca, NoTOMy 4TO
OH nNpepgan pon wWakTtu. Boeigan JIokKy mecTo, rae mbl npatanu Waktup. Mo raynoctwu



cBoen... bpaT 6bin1 Yepecdyp ropsy, HO HEAOCTAaTOYHO YMeH. YeM JIOKK 1
BOCMOJIb30BaJiCA.

OH pe3Ko NogHANCA N, OTBEPHYBLUNCb, TUXO CKa3asl:

- Tbl Tenepb WakTu. H1 CHATL, HM NepefaTb CepALe KNaHa, NoKa »XXnBa,
HEBO3MO>XHO... pa3Be YTO TOJIbKO APYron wakTn. Ho oHn BCce nornbnun. JIokkn bynyt
OXOTUTbCHA 3a Tobown. NcnbiTaHne 6nM3nTCA. Hu4ero He NPONCXOAUT NPOCTO Tak,
BMANMO, Tebe CyXaAeHO NPUKOCHYTbCA K ApPeBHeN TanHe. A Mbl NOCTapaeMcs caenaTb
BCe 3aBucsLllee, 4Tobbl Thl OCTaslaCb XXMBa Kak MOXXHO AoJsiblie, - Kpoaoc B3AOXHYN n
bpocun: - MHe Xanb...

CcyTyMBLUUCH, CJIOBHO MOA FPY30M TsXKeJsibiX BOCMOMUHAHWUN, OH Mowles K 3eMJIsHKe.
KoTa npocneguna B3rnagom 3a ygansawouwencsa purypon bpata. OHa bbina pactepsHa,
ncnyraHa, BCTpeBOXKeHa W... 3a4apoBaHa. Ctapas, no4Ttu 3abbiTasd nereHaa
KOCHYyJlacb ee. KoTa Cy40pO>KHO CXKaJla KyJIoH. Kak MHOro oH 3Ha4uT anga Bpageca...
KakK MHOI0O OH 3Ha4uT And ctaun!

PaccBeT /IerOHbKO KOCHYICA HUTKK ropn3oHTa. CKopo 6paTbF| HalpaBAaTCA K KaMHIO.
HeT, oHa He MOXeT ceroaHsa NaTu ¢ HUMKU, CINLLKOM MHOIO 3MOLNIA 6yLLIyeT cenyac B
neBnyben ayuwe. A ewe... OHa BpPAL4 Ji CMOXXeT BCTPEeTUTbLCA B3rnaaom ¢ Bpagecom.
CunHerna3sbin atnet 6osblue BCEro Ha CBeTe HeHaBMaenN Xanoctb. Nnn HeT, cerogH4
Ho4blo KoTa y3Hana, 4To JIOKKWN OH HEHaBUOWUT eLle 6onbwe. OcTaBaTbCs B NOCENEHUNN
ToXXe He 6bls1o cun, Ynnea ogoneeT ee paccnpocamMu, a CKpbITb YyBCTBa KoTa He
CMOXXeT.

N TyT OHa BCMOMHWMa O HECKJIaZlHOM NapHe, C KOTOPbIM NOBCTPeYasiacb B 3aMKe
xapua. Kak Tam ero? Ara, Jlan! Ka)xeTcs, OH roBopua Npo MocTuk 4yepes Opun. KoTa
pewmnTenbHO NogHANacb N BbICTPbLIM WWAroM, - Noka He NPOCHYNNCb BpaTbs, -
HanpaBuJacb B CTOPOHY ropoga. KoHe4yHo, naTu npunaeTcs aoaro, beictpee nobexxana
Obl B 06pa3e BoNUmMUbl. HO y KaMHSA eCTb PUCK NOBCTPEYaTbCHa C KeEM-HUbyOb U3 CBOUX.
Ha v ropoxaHuH MoXXeT B 0OMOPOK FPOXHYTbLCSA, YBUOEB NPUBET/INBO OCKaJIMBLLErOCSH
BOJIKA...

Opexxna NIOKKN HNYYTb He CTecHsNa ABUXKeHNN 1 bblna aake komgopTHee rpybbix
XOJLOBbIX OplOK. Jleryaniwas, aflacTUYHasi TKaHb NOBTOPSIA Ka)kKaoe ABUKEHNE.
KoTa fa)ke paccMmesinacb OT YAOBOJLCTBUA U Nobexkana. BeTep nrpan c 4epHbiMu
JIOKOHaMU, NMPOroHAA MpaYyHble BOCMOMMHAHNA MUHYBLLEN HOYN. YTPEHHEE COMHBILLKO



ApPKO cepebpuniocb B YNCTENLEN BOAE POAHMKA, KOTOPbLIA yCaakaan ciyx
MesIoANYHbIM Xyp4daHueM. CBeTJs10-3e/ieHas Monoaasa JIMCTBA TUXOHbKO MypJibikasia
HEXXHYIO MeceHKy, KOKeT/IMBO NoAAaBasiCb JlaCKe BeTepkKa.

BoT n 3amok. lNMepen Hen onATb BbIPOC/N TEMHbIE MOry4Yme cTeHbl bas, 0T KOTOpbIX
BEAJIO CbIPOCThIO. Kak oHa bbicTpo gobpanack! Bugnmo, Kota Tak yBieknacb
MPUATHBIMU YTPEHHNMU OLLYLLEHMNAMMN, YTO COBCEM HE 3aMeTua, Kak npoaeTeno
BpeMs. ManeHbKNN MOCTUK U3 OTChIpEBLLEro AepeBa HalleNCs 04eHb JIerko, Kak 1
nosisiHKa Henopganeky. Ho napeHbka He 6b110. KoTa ocMoTpenach 1 pewnnia
nepexaaTb Ha 60/1bLWIOM PacKNgNCToOM OepeBe.

C nerkocTbto 3abpaBLUNCL, ycenacb B yOOOHOM pa3BeTB/IEHUN U MPOHUYHO XMbIKHY A,
BCMOMHUMB Heyada4y B XXYTKO-HeyaobHOM nnaTbe. Ta ogexna CJI0BHO Cco34aHa AN
TOro, 4Tobbl asaThb, beratb... MOXeT, KOHEYHO, TakK OHO 1 BblNo. KoTa 04eHb Malo
3Hana o Mmarax. To4yHee, NOYTU HUYero.

-0on! - MCcnyraHHoO NMMCKHyJ1a BbICKOYNBLUaA U3 OYyrJjla MaJlieHbKasd benka.

YpoHUB opex, WMbIrHysa obpaTHo. KoTa yamBsieHHO nogHana 6posu. OHa n B
YyesioBe4yeCKoM 06m4nm noHMMasna s3blk 3sepen? XoTs, 4TO YAMBNATHLCA, BeAb CTas
Morsa obwaTbca co 3sepbeM B JIIOO6OM 061n4mnm, novyemy Kota AOSIXKHA 4eM-TO
oT/Am4aTbCA? [IPOCTO NPOBEPUTL HOBbIE HaBbIKN BpeMeHU He Bbi1o. MpaydHbI OT
BO3JI0)KeHHON 3ab0Thbl Bpagec Tak pbAHO B3s1CA 3a oby4vyeHune, Kak ByaTo OT 3TOro
3aBucesna XusHb. [la n obwaTbCs CO 3BEpbeM KaK-TO HE BO3HUKaIO HeobxoanmocTu, n
Tak 6b1J10 C KEM MOroBOPUTH.

- D11, MenoYb, - HAaCMeLLIMBO Nno3Bana KoTa. KoHeYHO XKe, 3TO TOT Harblil 3BEpeK, C
KOTOPbIM OHa NpepeKanacb 0OKOJIO XKEPTBEHHOIO KaMHS, - BbIXOAW.

Benka c ntob6onbITCTBOM BbICYHYJ/1la KOHYMK HOCA, HO MOKMAaTb ybexule He cnewnna.
KoTa noaHsana opex, 3aCTPSABLUMN B FYCTOW INCTBE. 3BEPEK METHYICA Bbl/10 K opexy,
HO TYT XKe AepHyncsa obpaTHO. [leByLlluKa NOKPYyTUAa B NasibLiax opex, BroJsiHE CNebin
n TBEPAbIA. Buanmo, n3 npowwnorogHux 3anacos. PackonoB ckopayny 3ybamm,
yOOBO/IbCTBUEM CbhbeNa cepaLeBuHy. N3 aynna nocnbillanocb pasapa’keHHoe
byp4aHue.

- low croga, - BHOBb NO3BaJsia 3Bepbka KoTa.



Benka 0CTOPOXXHO BblNle3a N3 yKpbITUA. [leByllKka BbiIOpocusia HOrYy 1, Npexae 4em
6enka ycnena WMbIFrHYTb 06paTHO, 3aKpbljla CTOMON Ablpy B KOpeE.

- Hapo 6bl No3aBTpaKaTb, - yCMexHynacb KoTa, C yA0OB/IeTBOPEHNEM Pa3MbILLAAS, YTO
BOJ1YbM pedeKChbl TOXKE 0CTa/INCh MPU HEN.

Benka, ycnbillaB 3TK C/0Ba, CTPadasibv4eCcKn NMCKHyNa u nobpasuna rnyboknmn
obMopoK. KoHe4YHO, OHa noHsana, KTo 3Ta ocoba n 4Tto cbexaTb He yaacTca. KoTa
oCblnana 3Bepbka Kyco4KaMm CKOpAynbl.

- Tawwm ewe! Cynqa no 3anaxy, 3anacoB TYT HEMaJO.

Ta CyfopOXXHO AepHynackb. Ml ymupaTb He XOTeNnocCb, HO U oTAaBaTb A06bITbIE
BE/IMKUM TPYAOM 3anackl Toxxe. HemHoro nokonebaBwmncb, NoOAHSANACk U MOHYPO
nonnenackb K aynny. Kota ybpana Hory, nponyckas 3Bepbka. Yepes HECKO/IbKO MUHYT,
CblTas 1 A0BOJIbHAs, OHa OTNycTuUa 6esiky BOCBOSICK, PELUMB, 4TO Ta YECTHO
oTpaboTana Henbe3HOe NoBeAEHME NPU MPOLLJION BCTpeYe.

ConHue noackasbiBasio, 4To BpeMs 6/M3nnock K nonygHwo. Bugnmo, toHowa He
npunaet. KoTa 3agpemana Ha yaobHOM BeTKe, BaJlbSXXHO CBECUB HOMM U pyku. Ho,
yCJbILLIAB JIEFKUN LLOPOX, HAaCTOPOXMNAaCb U MFTHOBEHHO CripaTanacb B ryCTON KpoHe
nepesa. Yepes HECKOJIbKO MUHYT Ha NOJIAHKY BblLLEN KpaCHbIN OT HaTyru Jlan. C
obner4yeHHbIM B340X0M OH BpoCcua Ha 3eMI0 ANIMHHbIA CBEPTOK, 3aTeM CTAHYN
MOKpPYIO OT noTa pybaxy v noBecun Ha 6anmxanwmnim KycTt. Pa3BopoLmB rpsa3HO-Ccepyto
TKaHb, BbIBaJINJI Ha 3€MJII0 HECKOJIbKO KJIMHKOB U HE6ObLION KPYr /bl LLNT.
O6peyeHHO 3BAKHYB, rpyAa CTaporo »esiesa 3aMmepsia Ha BbIXX)XXEHHOW COTHLEM
TpaBe. Jlan BHUMaTeNbHO OCMOTpescs, a KoTa € yA0BO/IbCTBMEM OTMETUA, 4YTO OH
nweTt ee. BHMMaHMe ropo)xaHmHa nbCTuN0. HO mapeHb 3acTaBun cebs xaaTb, Tak 4YTO
OHa TOXKe CcnewunTb He byperT.

B340XHYB, IOHOLLI@ HEMHOIO MOKOBbLIPAJICA B rpyAe OpyXus. BbiTalme KOPOTKNM
LWNPOKUIA MeY, oToLlen nogablle OT peku 1 BCTan B N03y, CJIOBHO 060POHANCA OT
BoobOparkaemMoro npoTuBHMKa. Kota c MHTepecom pasfiernacb Ha LUMPOKON BETKE U
noanepna Kysaadykamu rosioBy. Tak BOT Kakoro poga TpeHUpPOBKN!

Jla co Bcen cunnbl 3aMaxHYJICA U C APOCTHbIM KPUKOM HaHeC No BO34YXYy pyosawmnn
yhap. EoBa yCTosIB Ha HOrax, pa3BepHYJICA, N TYT XKe NMPOTKHY TO e caMoe MecCTo,
caenas Bbinafg npasont Horon. KoTa pa3ovYapoBaHHO XMbIKHY1a. [OpOXXaHWH Maxar



Me4yoM TaK, Kak ByATo yu4nncsa y Tex CKOMOPOXO0B, SK0Obl CparkatoLLMXCa Ha spMapkKe.
TeMm BpemeHeM Jlalh cTapaTenbHO pa3MaxmBals Xene3sikon, neixTen n obnamsancs
noTom. Mpur 3TOM NMLO KOPYU TaKoe, CJIOBHO OH - CaMblll CUJIbHbIA BOUH Tupun!

CoBceM 3acky4aB, KoTa pewmnna cnesTb ¢ aepesa. M35LHO CrpbIrHYB BHU3, C
JIErKOCTbIO YKIOHMNACh OT TaxKenoro yaapa Jlas. OT HE0XXKMAAHHOCTU, NapeHb He
YyCTOSI1 Ha HOFax U PyXHyJ1 Ha 3eMJIto.

- Tbl Yero, € yma cowna? - 3aKpu4dan oH. - Ha Bonocok oT cMepTu bbina! A tebsa 4yyTb
He ybun! 3a4yem noa med nesewb?..

KoTa no)kasa njaedyaMmu n CoKOMHO OTBEeTUNA:

- C TakuMun ycrnexamu, Tbl 1 3aliUa He ybbellb.

- YTO Tbl MMeeLWb B BI/I,EI,y? - Hacynumncd napeHb, NnogHNMMaAaACb Ha HOI'W.

- TONbKO TO, 4TO HOXKUNYKN OeTAM He Urpyllka, - Kota nokasasa A3blK. - Tbl fa)Xe He
3Haelb, KaK 3a MeY gepxxaTbca! A y)X npefcTtaBaieHMe yCTPOWII... BCe 3Bepbe B Jlecy
noTtewaeTtcsa!

Jla nokpacHen u eule 6onble Hacynuiacs. Ho, HEMHOro NOTONTAaBLUUChL, UCKOCA
6pocun B3rnan Ha KoTy.

- A Tbl 4TO, YMeellb ApaTbCA? - HEXOTSA CNPOCU OH, YTUpas NoT co nba.

- ApaTbCa? - UPOHUYHO (PbIpKHYNa AeBywkKa. - HeT! CpaxaTbcs - ga!

Jlan Haxoxnuncs, Kak Bopoben. Ha BeCcHyLww4aTOM nmue oTpaxkanacb To obuaa, 10
Hekasa Hagexnda. B ntore xaxna 3HaHunm nobeanna.

- Hayuunwb? - 6ypKHYJ1 OH, OTBOPadnBasch 1 nsberas cMoTpeTb Ha KoTy.

- He 3Halo, - NpoTsiHyla OHa, HAXMYpPUBLLUCH.



OaHo geno - kputmkoBaTb. CoBcem gpyroe - 6paTb Ha cebs OTBETCTBEHHOCTb 3a
obyyeHmne. KoTa HMKorga HMKOro He yymnia. CaMa elle LWEHOK, OHa TOJIbKO XXaAHo
norsouiasa BCe, 4TO nokasbiBasa Bpagec n gpyrmne. bon Ha Me4yax o4eHb HPaBUIUCh
OeByLIKe, XO0TA AJANINCb OHN BCEro HECKOJIbKO CeKyHA - bpaTbsa 6biin cnnbHee. daxe
nobpoaywHbin Kpoooc, KOToOpbIN BCerga gaBas cectpe nobnaxkky, HUKOrga He
npourpbiBas. A Tenepb NpenocTaBsfAaCb BO3SMOXXHOCTb NOKa3aTb CBOE YMEHME,
owyTnTb cebs 4yTouKy Bblwe. O4eHb 3aMaH4YuMBO...

Noka KoTa pa3mbiwngna, Jlan sce 6onee mpayvHen. OH 1 Tak owyTunn cebs
YHU>XXEHHbIM, KOrga nonpocua o0 noMoLLn AEeBYOHKY. Tenepb XKe MOr eLle 1 0TKa3
NONYYnTb.

- JlapHo, - MeaseHHo, Kak bl HexoTs, oTo3BaJlacb KoTa. FOHowa obner4yeHHo
B34OXHYJ. - HO npexae, CMeHn MeY. DTOT He NoaxXoauT.

- MNo4vemy? - yousuncs Jlan.

KoTa B3si21a B PyKY Opy>Xune, KOTOPbIM TOT Tak akTUBHO MaxaJsi, U B3BeCWsia B pyke.

- Kak Tebe cKasaTb, - NPOTAHYJ1a OHa. - KOHEYHO, MOXHO... la)Xe HY>XHO BUTbCA TeM,
4YTO eCcTb. HO uMeHHO 3TOT Mey bonee nogonpeT ona pyobku C KOHs, 4eMm AN newero
004. PyKoATb 0AHOPYYHas... HEMNJIOXO, KOHEeYHO. HO ecnu pykKa yCcTaHeT, CMEHUTb
oyneT TpyaoHoBaTo. HO camMoe rnaBHoOE - y HEro LEHTP TAXKECTU CMELLEH K OCTPUIO.
9TO cneunasnbHO AN Toro, 4Tobbl pydbuTh. BOT Thl NbITaNCA UM CPakaTbCS... B3MOK-TO
Kak! Ml ycTan HaBepHskKa. [loToMy 410 6onblue nbiTanca um KonoTb! BoT! - KoTa
BblTallnna N3 Ky4n OJIMHHBIN NPAMON NOJIYTOPHUK C Cy>XXatoLwWwmMMmca nessnem. - Konotb
yaoobHee 3TuUM.

KoHeL, 03HaKOMUTEJIbHOr0 (pparMeHTa.

notes



Boana - 6or »n3Hu, 6boratcTBa, UCMONHEHUS XKenaHUn. YTobbl CHUCKaTb
61arockNIOHHOCTbL 6ora, /tloan MPUHOCKUAN EMY KPOBaBYHO XXEPTBY.

Hlopoc - 60r BOWHbI, MOKPOBMTESIb BOMHOB

KonunHa - 6ornHa KpacoTsl, 1tobBK, CTpacTu, LEeTOPOXOEHUS.

Mopoc - 60or nna3nin, CHoB, CMepTU, Marun.

TpoHa - 60rnHS MyapocTu, MOKPOBUTENbHULLA MY APELOB, YYEHNYECTBA.

Bouwoc - 6or Bo3me3aus, cnpaBeaIMBoOCTU, Cyaa.



Benepa - 6ornHsa npupoabl, CTUXUIA: BOObI, BO34yXa, 3eéMJIM U OTHS.
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