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CbexxkaBLlas oT My>ka beTaHn cnycTa Tpu roga BCTpeyaeTcsa C HUM 1 TpebyeT naTtb en
pa3Boa. OHa O0/Iro rOTOBUTCA K 3TOW BCTpeYe, HO Npyn O4HOM B3rnsiie Ha CBOEro
My>Xa MOHUMAET, YTO MO-NPeXXHEMY ero nbuT...

KenTtnuH Kptoc

Mouenyn U3 NpoLaoro

naBa 1l

He obopaumBasicb, beTaHu Baccan noHsna, KTO TONLKO YTO BOLLE B 3KCKJIIO3UBHYIO
apT-rafnepeto B rnaMmypHoM panoHe TopoHTo Nopkeunne. [laxe ecnv 6bl OHa He
3aMeTuNa, YTO XOPOLLO 0AeThle N MOTArMBatoLWMe KOKTENNb rOCTU BHE3amnHo
0XXMBWJINCb N 3arOBOPUJIN TPOMYE, ee TesI0 MFTHOBEHHO OTpearnpoBaso bbl Ha
nosiBsieHne HoBoro nocetTutesns. OHa HACTOPOXXMACk, MalLMHAILHO HaNpPsArjiacb BCEM
TesIOM U, NepecTaB NPUTBOPSATLCS YBJIEHEHHOW KAapPTUHOW, 3aKpblia rnasa u
no3eosinna cebe npenaTbcsi 601€3HEHHBIM BOCMOMUHAHUSAM.

OH npuwen. OHM CHOBa B OHOW KOMHaTe nocse CTONIbKNUX neT Pa3nykKun.
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BeTaHn megneHHo noBepHynacb. OHa HamepeHHOo 3abunack B yros ranepeun, 4Tobsbl
BUAETb OBEPb, B KOTOPYI OH O0JI)KEH BOWTWU. B KOHLe KOHLLOB € NMpuLLIIOCh
MPU3HaTb, YTO Kak Obl OHa HM rOTOBUJIACb K BCTPeYe, YBUAEB CBOEr0 My>Xa - KHA34
Jleononbpna An Mapko, - oHa pacTepsanacs.

«CKOpO OH CTaHeT TBOUM ObIBLUMM MY>XeM», - B APOCTM noaymana betaHun. Ee 4yTb He
ybu1no paccTtaBaHue C HUM TpW rofa Hasal, HO Ternepb OHa CTajsa ApPYron.

OHa BrepBble BCTPeTUNAaCh C HUM, Korga bbila y>XacHoO n3MoTaHa nocie CMepTu
NMPUKOBAHHOIO K NMOCTENN OTLIA, 3@ KOTOPbLIM yXa)MBaJla HECKOLKO NeT. B aBaguaTh
Tpu roga beTaHW MeHblUle BCEro XoTenocb CTAaHOBUTLCS cnaenkon. Mpaeaa, oHa B TO
BpeMs He NMoHUMana, Yero Xo4eT OT XKU3HU, Nbo Bbina 04eHb HEOMbITHON. BOT Tak,
ckopbsa nocae cMepTy OTL.A, OHA MO3HAKOMWUJIACh C J1eo, KOTOpPbIV NoKa3ancs en
SAPKUM COJIHLIEM, NOSABUBLLUMMCA Ha Hebe nocsie 3aTSAXKHOIro AoXXAs.

OHa co4na ero npuHLEM 13 cKasku, a cebsa Boobpasmnna CKa3oyHOM NMPUHLLECCON.
BeTaHn ycMexHynacb. Tenepb OHa TOYHO 3HAeT, KakKoB Jleo Ha camoM gene. OH
obmaHyn ee. C HUM beTaHu cTana owyuwaTh cebs ewe 6onee ooMHOKON. A NOTOM OH
pewwnn, 4To beTaHn pomkHa poanTb pebeHka. Ero TpeboBaHns nepenosiHUAN Hawy
ee TepneHunda. beTaHn CKana Kynaku, xenas n3baBntbCs OT BOCMOMUHAHWUNA, U
3acTaBuia ceba caenaTtb rnybokunin Boox. lHeB NnoMewlaeT en cocpeaoTOHNTbCA.
CerogHs en HY>XHO BbIMOJIHNTb Ba>KHYt0 Muccuio. OHa xenaeT obpectun csobony,
NO3TOMY He [O0JIKHA OTBJIEKaTbCs Ha BOCMOMUHAHUSA.

MooHaB rosoBy, OHa yBuaesa ero, U BpemMsa oCTaHOBW/IOChb. beTaHn 3aTanna obixaHue.

OH wWwaran no rasiepee B OKPY>XEHUN ABYX OXPAHHUKOB C KaMeHHbIMW nuuamun. OH, Kak
n npexae, 6611 ApKNM BOMNJIOLLLEHMEM TEMHOBOJIOCOIO Kpacasua-ntanbsaHua. C
€CTeCTBEHHOWN rpauven oH HOCUJ 3J1eFaHTHbIV TEMHbIA KOCTIOM, KOTOPbLIA Npuaasan
emy eule 6osbLie o4apoBaHUA.

beTaHu NoHMMana, 4To He OOJIXKHa pacCMaTpPUBaATb €ro, Tak Kak CJINWKOM PUCKYeT.

BbICOKNIN 1 MYCKYJIUCTbIN, C YYBCTBEHHON MY>XCKOW rpaumen, OH Wwes CKBO3b TOJIMNY C
HeNpPUHY>XXO4eHHOW NnerkocTbio. OH Ben cebsa Kak kopoab uan 6or. CobnasHuTenbHbIE
rybbl HeofobpUTENbHO CXXaThbl, FYCTble TEMHO-KaLUTaHOBbLIE BOJIOCbI KOPOTKO
MnoOCTPUXKEHbI.



OH C/IOBHO M3s1y4an 60raTCcTBO, B/ACTb U NPUCYLLNIA TOJIBKO eMy CEKCYallbHbIN
MarHeTu3M 1 COBCEM He Bbls1 MOX0XX Ha CKa304YHOro npuHua. betaHn nogasuna
cMmewwok. CaMbIM r1aBHbIM B €ro XXU3HW 6b1sIn BO3/10XKEHHbIE Ha Hero 06A3aHHOCTH, 1
OH BCera nx BbIMOJIHAJ.

OHa Habngana, Kak Kapernasbin Jleo ¢ 6ecnowagHbiM HETEpPNEeHNEM pacCMaTpMBaeT
TOoNMNy rocten. «OH y)Ke BbIrNAAUT pasapa’keHHbiM». OHa NpepbIBUCTO B340XHYNa. U
BOT €ro B3rss4 OCTaHOBWUJICA Ha Hel. ITO BbiNo Hen3bexxHo. Y Hee 3acocaso nog
JIOXKEYKOW N BHE3aMHO 3aKpy>XKhiacb ronoBa. «9 cama pewinna C HUM BCTPETUTBLCS», -
HamnoMHMNa oHa cebe.

BeTaHun 3acTaBmna cebs BoINPAMUTLCSA U CTaNa XAaTb, Korga Jleo K Hel nopgongeT.
CKpeCTUB pPyKW Ha rpyan, OHa CTapasiacb Bbir1s4eTb PaBHOAYLIHOW, HO BCe-TakKu
B34POrHysia, BCMOMHMB, 4TO el He yAaBaJlIoCb NMPOTUBOCTOATb EMY MpexXae.

Jleo oTnNyCcTUN TeNOXpaHUTENeNn, eaBa LWeBeNbHYB NMasblLeM, U, He cBoAs C beTaHwu
B3rnsaa, noaolwen K Hen. Y Hee nepecoxJsio B ropse. En xotenocb ynTm Npoyb, HO OHa
3Hana, 4To Jleo nonpaeT 3a Hel cnenoM. OHa Bbibpana apT-rajsiepeo MecToM BCTpeYn
HaMepPEeHHO, peLlnB, YTO Ha Nasnx Jleo He No3BoUT cebe Haa Hel U3aeBaThCs.

Tenepb Bce 6yaeT no-apyroMmy. OTMaxHyBLUWCb OT BOCMOMUHAHMI, OHa pacnpasuia
nneyu.

BcTaB nepepn Hen, OH HacToM4YMBEE BNepuicsa B Hee B3rnanomM. betaHu 3atauna
OblXaHue, y)Xe ollyllas, Kak B Tesie NpockinaeTca 3HaKoMoe xenaHue, nobyxaawlee
ee NoJgonTn K HeMy Bam>xe 1 ynacTb B ero xxapkue obbvatma. Kak npexxge. Het, Bce
n3MmeHmnocb. OHa bonblie He HanBHas, cflabasa geByllKa, K KOTOPOM OH Tak Hebpe)xHOo
OTHOCWJICS BOCEMHAALUaTb My4YuTesSIbHbIX MecsaLeB, NOKa OHWM cocTosann B Bpake. Torpa
OHa He yMmena 3a cebs nocTtosaTb. beTaHu HUKorga He 6yaeT npexxHen. Tpu roga
Hasaj el NpULNOCh NPUIOXKNTb HEMAO YCUAUIA, 4HTOBbI N3MEHUTBLCA.

Jleo MonYannBo CMOTpPES Ha Hee, cslerka npuwypus rnaasa. OH Bbiragen Obl
CKyYdauwnmMm, ecsin Obl He Mpa4dHad HalnpAa>XeHHOCTb €ro BoJs1eEBONro jnua.

- lNpuBeT, beTaHn, - NponsHec oH HAMHOT 0 A3BUTEeJIbHEee, YeM npexxae. - B Kakyio
NUrpy Tbl Urpaewb cerogHa? 9 TPOHYT TeM, 4YTO Thl pewnsia BCTPEeTUTbCA CO MHON -
CNyCTHA CTOJIbKO BPEMEHMU.



PelwlnB He TPYCUTb, OHa OTKWHYJa rosloBy Hasaj 1, NOCMOTPEB Ha HEro B ynop,
CKasana:

- A Tpebyto pa3soaa.

OHa 04eHb O0Aro peneTnpoBasa pa3roBop ¢ Jleo, HamepeBascb HbITb C HUM
CMOKOMHON, X/TagHOKPOBHOW U peLunTeIbHOMN.

- MHe To)Xe o4eHb NpPUATHO TebsA BNaeTb, - 0TBETU J1eo Mo-aHr IMNCKN C OPUTAHCKUM
aKueHToM. C X0/1I04HbIM OCY>XXAEHMEM OH OCMOTPES ee TWaTesIbHO YJI0XKEeHHble
TEeMHO-KalTaHoBbIE KyOpW, CKPOMHbIN MaKMAX N CTPOrMn YepHbln KOCTIOM. OHa
HamMmepeHHO ofaenacb HeBPOCKO, 4TOObl HAMEKHYTb €My, YTO UX Pa3roBOpP HOCUT
NCKJIIOYNUTENIbHO AeN10BON XapaKTep.

Jleo npoaosiKan roBOPUTb YrpoXKatoLle-CroKOMHbIM FOJI0OCOM, €ro B3rfasa cTasn
CYpOBbIM.

- 4 He 3Halo, noyemy yaonmBJsidiloCb TOMY, KaK Tbl MeHA NMPUBETCTBYELWb MNocse Toro, 4T1o
caenana.

- Tebe npunpeTca MeHa NPOCTUTL 3a TO, 4YTO A He xesato ¢ Tobon nwbesHnyaTb, -
CKa3aJjla OHa MaKCUMaJIbHO CMOKOMHbLIM TOHOM, CJIOBHO HE 3aMeydasi pe3Koro B3rnsaja
Jleo. - Mpu Hawmnx-To obcToATeNnbCTBAX.

BeTaHu no4vyyBCTBOBasa, 4TO BOT-BOT B3opBeTcda. OHa noaowna K cnegyluemy
APKOMY MOJIOTHY Ha Nopa3nTesibHO 6enon cTeHe rasepen n owyTnna, 470 Jleo
LWarHys cnenom 3a Hem 1 BCTaN pAaaoM Ha A0CTaTo4YHO 6/In3KOM paccToAaHUK; beTaHu
Mno4yBCTBOBaJIa TEMNJIO €ro Tesa N NPUKOCHOBEHME MYCKYJIMCTON PyKU. AX, KakK
Xo4yeTcsa Ha Hee onepeTbCA!

«lMo KpalHen Mepe, Tenepb 1 YMEK KOHTPOJIMPOBaTb CBOU pa3pyLUNTESbHbIE U
BHE3amnHble XXeNlaHnA», - NoAyMaJla OHa C ropeybto, XOTS Tak U He cMoria n3baBnTbCA
OT YYBCTBEHHbIX OLLYLLEHWNA.

- Hawwm obcTosTenbCcTBa? - NOBTOPWJI OH MOCJIe HAMPsSXXEHHOW nay3bl, ero rosoc obin
HU3KWUM U MOPOYHbIM. - TaK Tbl 3TO Ha3biBaellb? Tak XapakTepusyellb CBOU
nencrema?



NokocuBLWKCh Ha Jleo, beTaHW 3aMeTuNa, Kak OH HaCMeLWTMBO BbIFHYJ1 TEMHY0 6pOBb.
OHa C/NIMLWKOM XOpOoLUO 3HaNa NoaobHOoe BbipaXkeHne ero snmua. Y Hee Nnoxononeno B
rpyamn, a ceppue 3abnnocb Tak 4acTo, YTO NPULLIOCE MPUNOXKNTb YCUNSA, YTOObI
HabpaTbCa CMenocTu.

- Kak xo4ellb, Tak 1 Ha3blBal, - CKasasa oHa, CTapasiCb 0OCTaBaTbCS XJIaAHOKPOBHOMN.
MoBepHYBLUUCL K HEMY, OHa cpa3y e 06 3ToM noxkanena. Jieo 6bi1 CZINLLIKOM
BHYLUMTENbHbLIM U NPUBJIeKaTeNbHbIM. - HaM 0601M nopa Ha4YMHaTb HOBYIO XKU3Hb.

En 66110 HanneBaTb, 4TO JIeo CMOTPUT Ha Hee MPULLYPUBLLUNCL, HaroMmnHas o0 ToM,
HACKOJIbKO OH OMaceH.

- Moyemy BAPYTr Tbl COM3BOJINIIA BCTPETUTLCA CO MHOW CErogHs Be4yepom? - cripocun
OH 0OMaH4YMBO MArKO, OTYEro no cnmHe beTtaHu npobe)xan xono0A0K. - TONILKO N3-3a
pa3sona?

- 3a4eM elle MHe ¢ Toboi BCTpeyaTbCA? - CKa3aJsia OHa, XXenas BbirNsgeTb 6ecneyHo,
HO Ha CaMOM [JeJie B ee rosioce cjbllasiack TpeBora.

- KOHe4Ho, 9 He Mory npencTtaBuTb APYryto NPUYUHY, - NPOMN3HEC OH, rALnA Ha Hee B
yrnop Tak, 4To beTaHu cTano He no cebe.

CTuCHyB 3ybbl, OHa OTKa3aJlaCb OTBECTU B3rnsa.

- 3ps A NpPeanosIoXKWJl, YTO Tbl HAKOHEL, FOTOBA WUCMOJIHATbL CBOM 0653aHHOCTU 1
obewaHnsA. Ho a Bce-Taku npuwern.

OHa He 3Hafa, KaK 40JIFT0 CMOXKEeT MpoaosiXKaTbh 3Ty urpy. Jleo A0encTeoBas Ha Hee
yrHeTtawuwle. betaHn He Morsaa CnpaBUTbLCA C €ero BJAUSAHUEM.

- OT Tebsi MHe Hy>XXeH TOJIbKO pa3Bof, - BblAaBUIa OHa.

Ee nepenonHann npoTuBopeymBble YyBCTBa. EM oqHOBpeMeHHO XoTenoch cbexaTb 13
rasepen n HaclaAnTbCs NPUKOCHOBEHUsIMU Jleo.

PacrnpaBuB naeyun, oHa 3acTaBuia cebs NoCMOTpPeTb Ha HEro B yrnop:



- 5l X04y MOKOHYNTbL C 3TUM papcom, Jleo.

- O KakoM (hapce naeT peyb? - BKPaayMBO CMPOCU OH, 3aCyHYB PYKW B KapMaHbI
6ptok. - Tbl FOBOPULLL O TOM, Kak cbexxana OoT MeHs, U3 Hallero gomMa 1 yexasa 3a
ThICAYUN KNIOMETPOB?

- 2T0 6bIn1 He hapc, - ocMenmnacb CKa3aTb OHa. En bonblie Hevyero TepsTb, NO3TOMY
OHa He CTaHeT OTCTynaTb. - 9TO bbN... 06CTOATENLCTBA.

- He obcToATeNnbLCTBA, a NO30p, - MPOU3HEC OH TUXO, HO OHa YCJbllasia X0J04HYIO
APOCTb B ero rosoce. - Ho Tebe xe BCce paBHO, BEPHO? Tbl BCEM CBOMM BNOOM
AOKa3blBaellb, 4TO Tebe HanneBaTb Ha TO, YTO Thl ONO30pPWJIa MO CEMbIO N MOE NMS.

- AMeHHO NO3TOMY Mbl O0JI>KHbI Pa3BeCTUCL, - CKa3asla beTaHun, TWeTHO cTapasch
rOBOPUTb XJIaAHOKPOBHO. - VI npobnema pewmntca cama cobon.

- Paccka>xm MHe, - NMpon3HeC OH, KaTeropm4Ho oTChbislad oPuLLIMaHTa, pa3HOCUBLLEro
LWwamnaHckoe. - lNMNoyemy nmeHHo pa3Bon? N otyero nmeHHo cenyac? Tol 6pocuna MeHs
Tpwv rofda Ha3aga.

- Tbl X04elWwb cKa3aTb - bblNa BbIHYyXXAE€Ha OT Tebs cbexxaTb, - oTBETUNA beTaHun He
3aAyMblBadACb N TOJIbKO NMOTOM MOHANA, HTO COBepLUNJIa CeEPbE3HYIO OLUI/I6Ky.

B ero kapux rnasax BCMbIXHYJ1 OFOHb, 1 OHa NOYYBCTBOBAJIa, Kak Mno ee Teny
pacnpocTpaHsaeTCcsa XKapkuin TpeneT. beTaHn owyulana cebs gobbiyel nepen
XULHWKOM, HO HEe Mora No3BoauTb cebe oTBECTU B3rnsg.

OHa He pa3pelunT Jleo 3aCTaBUTb ee 3aKJII0YNTb 04epeaHY0 PUCKOBAHHYIO CAEJKY OT
oT4YasiHUS, NpPoby VB B ee Aylle NCKOPKY HadexAbl. Paan cobcTBeHHoro 6nara
BeTaHu O0MKHa ObITb Hayeky.

KHA3b Jleo I Mapko TBepaun cebe, 4TO ero ogoseBaeT CUibHas, X0No04Hasa ApoCThb.
Huyero 6onee. He Hy>XKHO AyMaTb O CBEPXbECTECTBEHHON CMOCOBHOCTM beTaHwm
npobuTb BGPoOHIO Ha ero cepaue N paHUTb €ro My4YnTebHbLIMU BOCMOMUHAHUSAMN.



OH npoBen BeCb AeHb Ha 3acefaHnsax B PMUHAHCOBOM LieHTpe Ha ben-cTtpuT B
TopoHTO. HM ognH 6aHKUp nnm buaHecMeH He ocMennBascs BPOCUTb BbI3OB BbIXOOLLY
N3 CTapuHHOro poga A Mapko u ero no4Tn 6esrpaHM4HoMy BoraTCcTBy U CBA3SM.
BeTaHn oka3anacb e JUHCTBEHHbIM YEJIOBEKOM, KOTOPbLIN cAaenan 3To.

Tpw roga Ha3apg oHa ockopbuna ero n nponosiKaeT B TOM Xe ayxe. Jleo 6b1s10
HEMNPOCTO COXPaHSATb BHelWHee crokoncTeme. OH YyBCTBOBaAJI, Kak B €ro aylule
NpOChINaeTCcs FHEB, CMPOBOLMPOBATL KOTOPLIN YaaBasnoCb TO/IbKO BeTaHn. OH TOYHO
3HaJl, N0Y4EMY OHa HACTOsJIa Ha BCTpeYe C HUM B obuiecTBeHHOM MecTe. OHa
BOCMPUHMMAa ero Kak HEKOero HEKOHTPOJIMpyeMoro ankoro 3eepsi. OH He NoHUMarnl,
noyemy 310 obM>Kano ero cuabHee BCEro.

Ero B36ecnso 10, 4TO OH No-npexxHemy 6e3 yma oT ee NAeHNTENbHOW KPacoThl, U3-3a
KOTOPOM O4Ha)KAbl MOTepsAs rosioBy. AxX, 00 4ero oHa cobnasHuTenbHa! AHrenbckme
ronybble rnasa, pe3ko KOHTpacTUpyloLWme ¢ TEMHO-KaLWTaHOBbLIMU KYAPSAMU,
BECHYLUKMN Ha 0ep3KO B3AepHYTOM Hocy. HeT, Jleo He O0/I)KeH CMOTpeTh Ha ee
N3sLWHbIe NOJIHble Fybbl. MycTb OHa HEBMHHO OKPYIASeT rja3a, OH-TO 3HaeT - OHa
npuTBOpPSAETCA.

Ho na>ke noHuMas, 4To beTaHu UM MaHUNyINpyeT, OH He MOor NoBopPOThL XKenaHue
NMPUKOCHYTbLCS pyKaMn 1 rybamMm K ee Koxe.

- BbiHy>XaeHa cbexaTb? - CNPOCU OH SieAsAHbIM TOHOM. - 1o MOMM NoC/eQHUM
OaHHbIM, Tbl XXWa BMoJiHe KOMGOPTHO. B moeM gome.

- [loTOMY 4TO Thbl r|0Tpe603an, 4yTObbI A B HEM X1Mna! - npowunesia oHa, €€ N3dLliHad
wesda N HeXXHble LWWeKW NMopo30BeEJIN.

Jleo enBa He yJ'IbI6HyJ'ICFI, BCNMOMMHaA, KaK OHa KpaCHeJla OT ero rnowenyes.

OHa ornagena OKpy><aBLUY UX TOMNy, CJIOBHO Habupasicb CMenocTu, 3aTeM onsATb
obpaTunnacsk K Jleo:

- 5l He )Xenasa XWUTb B TBOEM AOMe.

Jleo ynpaBnsn orpoMHon (hMHaHCOBOW uMnepuen. Tak bbiao ¢ Tex nop, Kak emy
NCMNOJTHUIOCh ABaALaTh BOCEMb JIET U YMep ero otel,. JIeo COXpaHua U NPeyMHOXUI



npeBHMe 6oraTcTBa CBOEN CeMbU. Pa3Be BO3MOXHO, 4TO KakKas-TO XKeHLMHa ero
oTBepraeT? He xBaTaso eLle PAaCKUCHYTb M NACTb K €e Horam.

O, OH y>Xe 3Han, 4To Takoe cnabocTb. OHa eaBa ero He yYHUYTOXWNa. BOT u cenyvac oH
oLlylian cuabHoe BO3byXXaeHme 1 xxenan 3anyCcTuTb PYKN NOL CTPOrMN YEepPHbIN
KOCTIOM beTaHu, B KOTOPbLIN OHa Hapaannack, 4Tobbl CKpPbITb cBOE Teno. OaHaKo en
HUKOr4a He yoacTCs CKPbITb CBOMX OLLYLLIEHNI OT ero NpMKOCHOBEHU. JIeo XopoLlo
06 3TOM 3HaeT. EMy HanneBaTb, eCm OHa ByaeT oTpMuaTb O4EBUOHOE.

- 91 0MapoOBaH CTOJIb XapaKTepHbIM Ana Teba noBeaeHMneM, - MPoLInnen oH CKBO3b
3y6bl, 3/19Cb Ha cebs, Ha 3aNyTaHHOCTb X OTHOLLUEHUN M Ha TO, 4TO beTaHn He
BbINONIHMNa obewaHni. - 94 MOMHIO, KaK Tbl UTHOpPMpPOBasa Moun TpeboBaHuA. HA
npu3biBan Tebsa ocTaTbCa B UTanum, Kak Toro TpedbyoT Tpaguumm, n He No30puThb
MEHSA N MO0 CeMbIO. Thbl HE UCNoNIHMNa obellaHn.

- He 6yay c Tobon cnopuTb, - npon3sHecna beTaHu, CBEPKHYB ronybbiMu rnasamm um
B3AepHyB nogboponok. OHa npeHebpeXMTesibHO B3MaxHyJla PyKON, Ha KOTOPOW
KOrAa-To Hocha obpy4vanbHoe KosbLO. - Thl MOXeLlb AYyMaTb O HalLNX OTHOLUEHUSX
BCE YTO YrogHo.

- BoT u poroBopununck, - otpesan Jleo. OH roBopua TUX0, 4TOObI €ro cablllana ToJIbKO
BeTaHn, XoTSA C TPyAOM CcAep>XMBas APOCTb. - MHE He MpUCTano yCTpanBaTb CLEHY Ha
noaax, betaHu, kak 6b1s10 BO BpeMs Hallen nocnegHen sctpeydn. Ecnm Tol
nJjaHWpoBasia ONo30pUTb MEHS CErogHs BE4epOoM, TO Thbl NpoCYMUTanacb. 1 He gymato,
4yTo Tebe yaacTca 0obuTbCca cBoero.

- He3a4yeMm ycTpanBaTb CLEHY, - TYT )X€ OTBETUNA OHa. - HM Ha noasx, HU HaeauHe.

BeTaHu no)<ana nsievyamu, a oH o6paTua BHMUMAHNE Ha ee TOHKYIO Lieto, KOTOpYIo
KOr[a-To MoKpbIBaa nouenysamMmu. Ho 3To 661710 AaBHO, B APYrOM XXU3HW.

- 51 Xo4y HaKoHeL, ¢ Toboi pa3BecTUCh, - CKasasa oHa.

- Tebe Tak He HPABUTCHA OCTaBaTbCSA MOEWN XXeHOoN? - cripocus Jleo pe3ko n
A3BUTENbHO. - KakK e Tbl, HABepHOe, HacTpaaanacs.



OH 6b121 He 13 Tex, KTo NIbuT bypHble BbISCHEHUS OTHOWEHW, ocobeHHO Ha naax. B
oT/In4me OT poguTenen, NpoxmnsLLnx B bpake gonroe spems, Jleo He yaanocb obpectun
naxe nogobmne cemenHoro 6narononyymsa. betaHn, Kak HUKTO ApYyron, ymena
nosecTtu ero fo 6esoro kaneHnsa. CerogHa OHa CMOTPUT Ha HEro CJIMWKOM HEBUHHO, a
ee rybbl Yepecyyp pewmTenbHO nog)XaTbl. Jleo bbin 3a4eT 3a XKuBeoe.

- 4 noHuMato, Kak Tebe bbI10 HeNerko X1UTb B HEBOOOPa3nNMoM POCKOLLU, - XOJTI04HbIM
TOHOM MNPOAOJ/KNI OH. - Thl MOJIb30BaslaCb MOUM MMeHeM, obnagana NpMBUIErnsaMu,
HO He MUCMOJIHAMIA COOTBETCTBYIOLWMX 0053aHHOCTEN.

- Tol o6pa,uyeL|_|bc9|, Koraa y3Haellb, 4TO npmBumniernn m 06s3aHHOCTN MHe 6onblie He
HY>XHbI, - CKa3aJla OHa 1 C BbI3OBOM MNoAaHANa 6pOBI/I.

OnHako Jleo 3aMmeTun ee cnabocTb. HeT, beTaHn He MoXXeT ObITb ys3BMMOW. Takoe
onpeneneHne anga Hee He nogxoaunT. OHa Heoby3fnaHHasA, HEKOHTPoOIMPYEMas U
MATeXHasd. be33awmTHON N 0bn)KeHHON ee He Ha30BeLWb.

Jleo HeTepnenmBo OTMaxHyJCSA OT Pa3MblLLUIEHNN. MeHbLUe BCEero eMy cemyac Hy»>XHO
CHOBa YyBJIEKATbCS CBOeN xeHol. OH elle He npuwlen B cebs nocne nevyasbHbIX
nocnencTBUIN YBJIEYEHUSA 3TON XKEHLLNHOMN.

- He Hy>XHbI? - pe3Ko CNpOCua OH, 3/I9Cb CKopee Ha cebs, 4yeM Ha Hee. - KaK Tbl
MOXXELLb CTOJIb YBEPEHHO 06 3TOM roBOpUTb, €C/IN C HEYBa>KEHNEM OTHOCUACh U K
npuBuaernsam, n K o693aHHOCTAM?

- A Tpebyto pa3Boaa, - CHOBa CMOKOMHO nMpousHecna beTaHu. - 310 KoHeu, Jleo. 4
Ha4YMHA HOBYIO XXWU3Hb.

- Tbl? - yrpo>atouie cnpocusa oH. JInbo oHa 3Toro He 3ameTuna, nnbo
nrHopuposasia. - To eCTb Kak?

- 4l ye3)Kato U3 Toro AomMa, B KOTOPOM Thbl 3aCTaBWJ1 MeHsd NOCesnTbCA, - OTBEeTUIa
OHa, CBepKad rNiasamMn.

Jleo He MoHMMaN NPUYNHY ee APOCTHU.

- 4l ero HeHaBMXY. 9 HUKOr4a He XoTesla TaM XUTb.



- Tbl MOAl XXeHa. - Ero ronoc 3sy4as pe3ko, CJIOBHO CBUCT XJibiICTa. - HpaBUTCA 3TO
Tebe nnun HeT. Ecnn Tbl 0TKa3anacb oT 06eToB, TO 1 0 HUX NOMHI0. 1 obewan Tebs
3aWmaTh, U Tak byaeT, fna)ke ecnn MHe npunaeTcs obeperaTbh Tebsa OT TBOEN Xe
cobcTBeHHOM raynocTn n 6espaccygHoOro ynpsamcTBaa.

- 9 yBepeHa, 4To Tbl Boobpa3unn cebs HEKMM repoem, - nponsHecna betaHu
MPUTBOPHO BEXJINBbIM TOHOM, Aabbl HE NpUBNEKATb BHUMAHUA TOJMbl. TEM HE MeHee
rna3a ee cBepkanu, a wes 6bisa 3annTa pymaHUueM. - Ho 8 n npeanonoXuTb He
MOrJa, YTO MeHS KTO-HMBbyOb 3aXo4eT NoxXmTuTb. [loBepb MHe, 1 He admnwmnmpoBana
Haly XXeHUTbLOYy.

- 1 BCe )Ke Mbl XXeHaTbl, - CKa3aJ1 Jleo TOHOM, He TepnALlnm BO3pa)KEHI/II7I. -
NMO3TOMY Tbl NMpuUBJ1eKaelwb BHNMaHNE.

- bonbwe a He 6yay ero npmBnekaTb, - NponsHecsa beTtaHun, ynpsiMo nog)kas rybbl v
CcBepKas rnasamu.

OH no4yTK eto Bocxuwancs. Moydtn.

- N moxelwb 6bITb YBEPEH - 51 HE MPUKOCHYCb K TBOUM AeHbram. 1 HamepeHa c Tobon
pa3BeCcTUCb N OCTAaTbCA C TeM, 4TO 6bI10 Y MeHs A0 cBaabbbl ¢ To6ON.

- Arpe Tbl cobnpaelbCca XNTb? - MAFKO CNpocun Jleo, He 0CMeNMBasACh K Hel
npnban3nTbca. OH 3Ha, 4TO, MPUKOCHYBLUNCL K BeTaHun, norybuT nx obonx.

- He TBOe Oeno, - C BLI30BOM MPOU3HECsa oHa. - 9 nosobuna apyroro.

(naBa 2

BeTaHu nokasanocb, YTO BCE BOKPYr UcYe3so, Koraa Jleo npucTasbHO NOCMOTPES Ha
Hee. OH He ABWrascs, Ho oHa NOYyBCTBOBAJa, Kak OH Hanpsrca. ObcTaHoOBKa
HaKasnnach.

Hey>xenu oHa B caMOM [eJsie CKa3aJla eMy, 4TO Yy Hee NosiBuIcs Nob0BHUK? Heyxxenu
OHa OCMeNunJacb CKasaTb TaKoe CBOEMY MYXY?



«Y4T0 6BbI MPOM30LLIIO, €CNIN MOE 3asBJIeHMe BbIJI0 NpaBANBbLIM?» - B MaHWKEe NoayMala
OHa ¥ 3aTauia AblXxaHue, ee cepaue 6eLeHo KONoTUAOCh.

Jleo npofos»Kasa NpUCTasbHO Ha Hee CMOTPETb. 3aTeM OH nepecTynus C HOrM Ha
Hory, n beTaHu B34OXHY1a.

- M KTO 3TOT CHACTAMBYMK? - yrpoXKaloLe-TUXMM rosiocom crpocun Jleo.

BeTaHu 6osnack gake noweBennTbCs, MO0 ee Manenee ABMXXEHME CNPOBOLMPOBAJIO
Obl Jleo Kak KpacHasa Tpsnka - 6bika. OH cnerka HakJIOHW/ FOJI0BY U, NPOAO/IKaA
npuUcTasibHO CMOTPETb B ee rsasa, CrpoCcu:

- KT0 TBOM Nt0B6OBHUK?

BeTaHn kakuM-To obpa3om ypanocb caepxaTb ApoXb. OHa y>Xe coxanesna o TOM, 4To
conrana. OHa NpoCcTo XoTesna noapasHuTb Jleo. En He xoTenocb OnNyCcKaTbCsA A0 ero
YPOBHS, HO OHa HanoMHKUa cebe - OH N3 Tex N aen, KoTopblie Bceraa gobmearoTca
csoero. OHa fgoJs>xHa 6bITb Takom e 6e3>KaNoCTHON, KaK OH.

- Mbl BCTPETUNUCH B YHUBEPCUTETE, KOrAda 8 nnucana AnUNJoM, - OCTOPOXKHO
npou3Hecla OHa, BrasaabiBasiCb B CypoBoe n1uo Jleo n ctapascb npeayragaTtb €ro
peakuuto. OHa Nnogo3peBasia, YTO OH CTPALUHO 30J1, XOTA U CMOTPUT Ha Hee
beccTpacTHO N X0N0A4HO.

OHa HanoMHuna cebe, 4TO A0J/IKHA MOKOHYUTL C UX BpakoMm pa3 1 HaBcerga. MNoyemy
€ Ka)KeTcCs, YTO OHa Ao/kKHa nobepeyb YyBcTBa Jleo? Beab OH Ha ee YyBCTBa
OTKPOBEHHO HarnneBaln.

- OH MOW naean My>X4uHbl, - HaxalbHO 3asBuUa OHa. BHe COMHeHUs, ogHaXXabl OHa
BCTPETUT NOeanbHOro My>X4nHy, TakK Kak 3ac/y>XmnBaeT 3Toro. - OH BHUMaTeIbHbIN
yenosek n 3aboTmnTtca 060 MHe.

Jleo 6b1n1 OTHIOOb He 3a60TMB. OH OCTaBMA MOJIOAYIO XXEHY B OAMHOYECTBE, KakK
TONIbKO OHU Npuexanun B UTanuto, yTBep>xaas, 4To AO/IXKEH ya)KMBaTb Npobnemsbl C
BbnsHecoMm. Jleo BHe3anHoO OTropoansCcsa OoT Hee N CcTan BecTun ceba XonoaHo n
npeHebpexxntenbHo. beTaHn He MoOHMMana, Kyaa NnoaeBaJsica YeNoBeK, KOTOPbIN
Korpa-to ee oboxxkan. Jleo obewtan HECTU 3a Hee OTBETCTBEHHOCTb 1 3ab0TUTBLCS O



Hel, HO Ha caMoM gene cTan TpeboBaTh 0T beTaHn 6eCcnNpPeKoCI0BHOIrO NMNOAYNHEHNS.

OH 1CnoJs1b30BaJl MOLLHOE CEKCYasibHOE BJieYEHNE MeXX QY HUMU KaK opyXXue, genas
BeTaHn cBoen NOKOpPHOM pabbiHEN.

MpepbIBUCTO B3A0XHYB, OHa OTBEa B3rna4 1 rnoctapajiach ycnokontbcs. Cenvac He
BpeMs npefaBaTbCs BOCMOMUHAHUAM. JIeo He yaanoCb €e YHUYTOXUTb, KaK OH,
BUOUMO, XxoTen caenaTtb. OHa BbKW1a U CyMena OT Hero yntu. A Tenepb en
HeobxoOonMo ynaanTb HebonbLLIOK puanyYeckmin Bornpoc. OHa C yO0BO/ILCTBUEM
obuwanack 66l C HUM Yepe3 aaBOKaATOB, ecn 6bl OHN He ybeannn ee, 4TO CHavana en
chepnyeT neperosopuTh C Jleo.

- [la oH 06pa3uoBbLIN MY)X4YMHaA, - OTBETWUA Jleo nocne A0Nron naysbl, €ero roaoc
3BYy4as1 CJINLLIKOM CMOKOWHO.

- Obpa3yoBbin, - NnoaTeepaunna betaHu, yonesnaacb TOMy, 4TO YyBCTBYeT cebs Takon
6e33awmTHON. BO3MOXXHO, Tak OblJ10 OTTOro0, 4TO, HAXOAACL PAAOM C Jleo, OHa
owyuiana ceba o4eHb MONOAON U FNYMNON, Kak Npexae.

- TpyoHOBATO TAraTbCA C TaKNM COBEPLUEHCTBOM, - I'IpO60pMOTaJ'I Jleo, npurnaxmnead
pyK0|7| NauKaH N3bICKaHHOIo Nna>Kaka, C/1I0OBHO 3aMeTWJ1 Ha HEM CKJ1aOO04KY.

beTaHn HaxMypunachb:

- A3BUTb He oba3aTeNibHO.

- 91 nosKeH NeperoBopuTb C MOMMK afiBOKaATaMMn, - HAKOHeL, Nnpou3Hec Jleo,
NPUCTasbHO rNaas Ha beTaHu.

Y Hee cfierka 3akpy»xuaacb rosioBa, Korja rno Tesy pasiniaocb 3HAKOMOE N NMPUATHOE
TenJso, 3a4p0XKain HOMM, a K ropsly NOACTYMNW KOM.

AX, HYy NO4YeMy OHa He MOXXEeT OCTaBaTbCs K HEMY paBHOAYLWHON? B gywe oHa
cornalwainacb C TeMm, 410 byaeT HaMHOro nyyule, eCqim OHa NMPU3HAEeTCH, 4YTO no-
npe>xHemy ero nobut.



- C agBoKaTaMun? - 3XoM 0TO3BaslaCcb beTaHun, 3HAdA, YTO OO0/IXKHA KAaK-TO OTBETUTb.
Henb3s »Xe NpocTo NAaAnTbCsa Ha JIeo n U3HbIBATb OT XXeNaHUA.

OHa BApPYr NMo>kasiesnia o TOM, 4TO €N He XxBaTasl0 OMnbiTa, KOr4a OHa BnepBble
BCTpeTunachk c Jleo. Takoe oLyl EeHME, YTO OHa 3PS MOTPaTUIIa Ha HEro CBOK
M0J1040CTb. OTYACTN TaK KOHEYHO e 1 bbis10. Ho Bpaa i OHa Morna Toraa
NOCTYNUTb MHa4ve. beTaHu 6blyla 04EHb OQNHOKON NOCAE CMEPTU OTLA, 33 KOTOPbIM
NOJIr0e BpeMsi yXxa>kmBasia B 0ONHOYKY.

OHa b6bl1a BbIHY>XAEeHa YNTK CO BTOPOro Kypca yHuBepcuTeTa, 4Tobbl 3ab6oTnuThCa 06
oTue. Toroa en nCNnosHUIOCL AeBATHaAUaTb. B ABaguaTb TpU OHa NMo3HakoMunach C
Jleo BO Bpems cyabOOHOCHOMW rnoe3fkn Ha MaBanun - nobnMbln ocTpoB ee oTua. OHa
pas3Bessia npax oTua Hajg MopeM, Kak bblsio 3aBelaHo. I TyT en BCTPETUICA YeCTHbIN
n 0o6pbIN KHA3b.

OHa n NpenCcTaBUTb HE MOra, YTO /0O BpOAEe HEro BCTPeYatoTCa B peasibHOCTW.
BeTaHun Bnobunack cpasy, Kak TO/IbKO OH MOCMOTPEN Ha Hee rNMyHboKo MoCa>KeHHbIMMN
Kapumun rnasamm. BoamoxxHo, ecnim 6bl oHa 6bina 6oblle NoXoXKa Ha APYrux OeByLUeKk
ee Bo3pacTa, bbisia Obl ONbITHEE N HE XXWNa Obl 3aTBOPHULIEN...

Ho npownoro He n3MeHNTb. BeTaHn OoMXHa ABUraTbCa BNepea.

- la, - cka3an Jleo, BrnaabiBasiCb B ee N1L0, C/IOBHO XKeflas MpoYecTb ee MbIC/n. Emy
04YeHb XOTeNI0Ch HAlTK AOKa3aTeNbCTBa TOro, 4To beTaHn npuTBopsaeTca 1 no-
npe>xxHemy xo4eT ObITb €ro >XeHo. - Mou agBoKaThkl 3aliMyTCs pa3BoaoM. OHU
coobuiaT, 4yero MHe byaeT cTouTb pa3Bof ¢ Tobon. - OH efBa 3aMeTHO, HO BEXJIMBO
ynblbHYCA. - 9 HeonbITeH B N0A0OHLIX Npouenypax.

BeTaHn cMyTuMnacbk N HACTOPOXWUIAaCkb. Hey)Xenn 3To Ha caMoM aene NPoucxXoanT?
OHa 1 Boobpa3nTb He MOrsa, 4YTo Takoe BO3MOXXHO. OHa npegnonarana, 4to Jleo
byneT c Hen 6OpPOTbLCS, NPUYEM IPsI3HbIMKU MeTodaMn. OH CTaHeT el MCTUTb, HO He
NOTOMY, YTO He >KeJlaeT C Hell pacCTaBaTbCA, @ OTTOro, YTO He NMPUBbLIK OCTaBaTbCs B
Aypakax. [opAoCcTb 3aCTaBUT ero BCTYMNUTb B CXBATKY.

BeTaHu BOpyr cTano He no cebe.

- Tbl peLwnn MeHs NPOBECTU? - CNPOCUJIa OHa, HapyLUlasi MOJ1YaHue.



Jleo ropaenvBo BbIFrHYJ1 6POBU, Kak UCTUHHbLIN NpeacTaBUTElb CTAPUHHOIO
apUCTOKPaTUYeCKOro poaa.

- [lpoBecTn? - nepecnpocuna oH, CJIOBHO BMepBble C/bllan gaHHoe C/10BO.

- Tbl 66171 NPOTUB TOrO, YTO 1 OT TEBS yXOXKY, - CyX0 3amMeTusa oHa. Hy, 3To 6bis10
SIBHOE NpeyMeHbLLEHWE C ee CTOPOHbI. - HegaBHO Tbl TOXXe He Bbln B BOCTOpre oT
mMoero TpeboBaHuA pa3Boga. PasBe s mory Tebe noBepAThL?

Jleo [oBOMIBHO [0/T0 MoNYas, n beTaHn y>xe Ha4ana naHWKoBaTb. En paxke
rMoKa3asioCb, YTO OHa 3aMeTuNa eaBa 3aMeTHYI0 ynblOKy Jleo.

Ho BOT OH 06XBaTu/ ee pyKy KPenkom 1 Tension nagoHbto.

BeTaHu xoTena BbicBO6OONTLCSA, HO 3acTaBu/la cebs oCcTaBaTbCA Ha MecTe U
Mno3BosINTb Jleo K Hen npukacaTbca. OHa NpuUTBOpPUIACh, YTO el be3pasInyHbl ero
MPUKOCHOBEHUS.

Jleo MrHoBeHMEe CMOTpes Ha ee JINL0, 3aTEM 3alyMYMBO B3rJISHY1 Ha ee pykKy.
Bonbwunm nanbuemM oH cTan norsaa)KnuBaTbh ThlIJIbHYIO CTOPOHY ee nasbues, U beTaHu
3aTpeneTana. OHa obMsaKNa BCeM TesloM, Kak BbiBano BCAKMIM pa3, KOr4a OH K HEn
npukacancsa. OHa 3axoTena oToaTbCcA Jleo  BO3HeHaBMaeNa ero 3a 1o, 4TO He cyMmena
ero pasnobuTs.

- Y710 Tbl Oenaews? - npoueansia oOHa CKBO3b oHeMeBLUNe Fy6b|, He NMoHMa4d, Nno4emy
Jleo 0o cuX NOp OKa3biBaeT Ha Hee Takoe BAuUsHue.

- Mo-MoeMmy, Tbl NoTepsaia obpyyvyanbHOE KOJbLO, - TUXO CKa3aJsl OH, MNO-NPEeXXHeMyY
pa3rnsabiBas ee pyky. EFo Xono4HbI TOH pe3K0 KOHTPACTUPOBas C ropsavynmMm
NPUKOCHOBEHUSIMNA.

- 4 ero He Tepsana, - BblAaBWJla OHa. - Y naBHbIM-OAaBHO ero cHsaa.

- KOHe4YHo, Tbl ero cHsana, - npobopmoTas OH, @ 3aTEM YTO-TO NPOMYpJibiKas MNo-
NTaNbAHCKN.

beTaHun o6pa,u,03anaCb TOMY, 4TO He MNOHAJIa HMN OAHOI0 CJ10Ba.



- 9 XoTena ero 3ai0XXUThk, - MPOAOJIXKWIIA OHA, 3Has, YTO Jleo obsi3aTeNIbHO
NOCMOTPWUT B ee rnasa. - Ho 3a Hero HemHoro gagyT.

- Y Teba MHOro AOCTOMHCTB, BeTaHn. - OH Mpa4Ho Noa)kan rybwl, ero rnasa
yrpo><atoLe CBEPKHYIN.

OH OTNYyCTWN ee PYKY, N BeTaHn CAMLLIKOM MOoCMneLHo OTAEPHY 1A ee.

Jleo ycMexHyNcs n a3BUTEsIbHO MPOU3HeC:

- N B pac4yeTnneocTn Tebe He OTKaKellb.

Jleo npucTanbHO CMOTpPEs B OKHO, 3aHMMaBLLee BCIO CTEHY B €ro rneHTxays3e, HO He

3amMevan nepen cobonm HKM BbawHM Ben-cTpuT, HXU OrHeN TOPOHTO.

BblN0 y>Ke No34HO, HO YCHYTb €My He yaaBanoch. Jleo ybexpan cebs, 4To npmynHa
ero 6eccoHHULbI - NPOKAATLIN A0XOb, CbIPOCTb - ceacTeme 6amM3oCcTn o3epa
OHTapuo - n npobupatowmnm 0o Koctenm xonon. OH ybegnn cebs, 4To eMy HY>XHO
MPOCTO 4Yero-Hmbyab BbINUTb N paccnabuTbcs.

3 ero ronosbl He Bbixoauna obpas ronybornason beTaHu.

HacToswasna BeabMma.

IMEHHO Tak OH O Hel nogymMmalJi, KOra OHMN CTOJIKHYJINCb Ha nuishxe Bankuku. Jleo
0bHAN beTaHn, 4TOOBI NPefOTBPATUTL €e NajgeHne, a OHa ycTaBuiacb Ha Hero
LUMPOKO pacKpbITbiMK, ronybbiMn, Kak Mope, rnasaMmu. Mokpblie BONOChHI MPUANIAN K
ee inuy, OT HEOXKUAAHHOCTU OHa Pa30MKHYJ1a YyBCTBEHHbIE FyObl 1 B3r/isHy1a Ha
Hero C/I0BHO Ha boxxecTBo. Torga beTaHm Toxxe nokasanacbh Jleo HekuM 60>KeCTBOM.

Ho BpeMeHa N3MEeHUNNCD.

Kak 6yaTo eéMy MaJsio Toro, 4To B Te rofbl OH HanNpo4b ANLWNACS XlagHOKpoBUs. Jleo
pa304apoBaJsl CBOUX POACTBEHHUKOB U Npeaasl CobCTBEHHbIE CTPEMIIEHUS,
XKEHUBLLNCb Ha MPOCTYLLKE U3 CTPaHbl, KOTOPAs HaxoAnnacb O4e€Hb AaslekKo OT ero



nobumon Utannun. Npegnonaranock, 4HTO OH BbibepeT B HEBECTbl AEeBYLUKY C OTJINYHON
POOOC/IOBHOW, N3 N3BECTHOIO poAa - TakoBa Oblla ogHa U3 MHOrmx obsaszaHHocTen,
BO3JI0OXKEHHbIX Ha NpeACcTaBUTeNsa KHAXKeCKoro poaa. Oxxnaanock, 4To byayuiasa »xeHa
Jleo 6yneT 13 cToNb XXe ApeBHero n bnaropoagHoro poga.

TeMm He MmeHee Jleo XeHusncea Ha beTaHu. XKeHnnca noTomy, 4TO B NMEPBbLIN U
nocnenHnm pas B XXM3HM No3BoNns cebe bbiTb Heoby3naHHbIM, be3paccyHbIM U
cTpacTHbIM. C beTaHu oH owywan cebs no-HacTosAwemMy XubiM. OH He Mor
npeactaBuTb cebe, Kak byneT cyuwiectBoBaTh 6e3 Hee.

OH [0 Ccux nMop pacnjayvymBaeTCs 3a CBOK MynocCTb.

Jleo oTBEPHYNCSA OT OKHa, NOCTaBMA NyCcTon 6GoKan Ha LUMPOKNIA CTEKAAHHbLIA CTOJI.
OrnaabiBas 60blUYO KOMHATY, OH He obpallan BHUMaHUSA HN Ha POCKOLLUHbIE
KOXXaHble AMBaHbl, HX Ha NMpeKpacHble CKyAbnTypbl. OH AyMan ToNbKo 0 beTaHu,
Buaen nepen cobon nuib ee nnuo. Tak 661710 Ha NPOTAXKEHNN MHOTUX NeT. beTaHu
CTajla ero eqUHCTBEHHOM oWwmnbkon. OWNBKOM Ha BCHO XXU3Hb.

OH y>Xe ckoMmnpomeTupoBaH 6osnblue, 4eM MOXXHO Boobpa3nTb. OH He obpaltan
BHMMaHNA HM Ha COBEThLI, HX Ha Npef4vyBCTBUA. Jleo npeanosarasn, 4To pacTywas
3aMKHYTOCTb beTaHu B nepsbIn roa nx 6paka - obbiyHoe aBneHue. OH pewwns, 4TO OHa
NMPOCTO C TPYOOM OTBbIKAeT OT CBOEeW MNpexXHen XN3HW. B ToT MoMeHT Jleo
npenocTtaBua e HaMHoro 6onblie ceobonbl, YEM CNeagoBaso.

OH Tepnen ee UCTEPUKN N HEMOHATHOE eMy He)XeslaHWe UCMNOJIHATL CBOU
obwecTBeHHble 06s13aHHOCTU. OH Ja)ke CMUPUJICA C TEM, 4TO OHa NCNyraHa ero
HamMmepeHneMm nockopee 3a4aTb pebeHka. Jleo No HanBHOCTW pewwns, 4To beTaHn
HY>XHO BpeMs, 4TOoObl NPUBBIKHYTb K POJIN €ro XKeHbl, HO BNOC/1e4CTBUN BbIACHUI0CH,
4YTO C HEeW HY>XHO BbI10 AeNCTBOBaTb TBEPXKE.

OH No3BOANA en yNTKu, N x0T Bbl1 NOTPACEH N 06MXKEH, OTKa3asiCs B 3TOM
npun3HaTbCcsa. OH NPeanonoXXui, 4To oHa 0b6pasyMnNTCA, XXNBSA OTAEJIbHO OT HEro, u en
HY>XHO BpPeMSl, 4TOObl CBbIKHYTbCSI C HOBbIMM 0653aHHOCTAMKU. OH MOHMMa, YTO el -
NPOCTON AeBYyLIKe N3 TOPOHTO - HEJIErKO XXUTb B €ro Mumpe.

B KOHLIe KOHLIOB, OH C AeTCTBa NMpPuBbIKaa K 0683aHHOCTSM N TpeboBaHMAM, KOTOPbIe
BO3Jl1arajiMCb Ha Hero no npaBy poXxaeHus. OH HEOXOTHO NpenocTaBun beTaHwu
6onblue ceobonbl, nOO oHa bblNa eLle coBCEM HOHON, KOrAa OHU MOXKEeHWNCh.



N BOT Kak OHa eMy 3a 3To oTrnslaTuna. OHa cosrasa emy o JIIOOOBHUKE, XOTSA LOJIKHA
OblNa 3HaTb, 4TO KaXX40e ee ABMXXEHNE OTCJ/IEXXMBAETCA MO ero npukasy. besycnosHo,
Jleo He no3BoauA 6bl e 3aBOANTb JIIOO6OBHMKA U Mo30puTb amununto Oun Mapko. OHa
notpeboBana y Hero passoja B 06LLECTBEHHOM MeCTe, rAe Ka)KAbll MOr nx
yCnbIWaThb.

OH ucnbiTan CBOEro pofa yTelleHne B 3axJIeCTHYBLUEM ero rHese. Jleo 66110 HAaMHOro
npoule 3MTbCS, YeM MPOTUBOCTONATb TOMY, YTO CKpPbIBas ero rHes. 1 oH noknancs,
4yTO BO/blLUE HUKOr A HE NMOKaXKeT CBOK 6&eCnoMOLHOCTb.

«MecTb ByneT cnagkomn, - PELN OH, - U 1 He Byly MyUYUTbCA OT Yrpbi3€HUIA COBECTU.

B poay I MapkKo He NMPUHATO Pa3BOAMNTbLCA.

Y KHArnMHWM On Mapko ase 0643aHHOCTU: NoALepXMBaTb My>Ka BO BCEX €ro gesax un
poOXKaTb HacNegHNKOB, 4Tobbl obecne4ynTb NpeeMCcTBEHHOCTb. JIeo onycTuacs Ha
OAMXKanWnn oUBaH 1 BblOOXHY .

Ona beTaHn HacTai0 BpeMs NpuUBbIKaTb K CBOUM 06a3aHHOCTAM.

A 04eHb XOpOLLO, YTO paan 3TOro en NpuaeTcs BepHyTbCA B MTanuo.

beTaHn He cnefoBano yaAUBASATLCS, KOrAa C/eayowmmM yTpoM, CKNaabiBas Belm B
KopobKy, OHa nogHsa rnasa v ysuaena Jleo B ABepsax CBoen cnanbHU. OgHako
N3yMJIEHHOE BOCK/IML@HME el caep>XaTb He yOanoch.

Pe3Kko OTCTYNUB Ha3af, OHa NpuXKana PyKy K rpyau, CJIOBHO MbITasiCb YCMNOKOUTb
belleHo KonoTslleecs cepaLe. «BoT Tak clopnpus! - nogymana oHa. - 4 NpocTo
YOWBAEHA, HO HUYYTb He paga».

- YTo Thl 30ecb oenaewb? - CNpocuia OHa, NpMUAas B y>Kac OT TOro, YTO rOBOPUT C
npuabixaHnem. Ho oHa bbina yameneHa Tem pakToMm, 410 Jleo npuiien B ee OOM -
TPex3Ta)KHbll BEIMYECTBEHHbIN KUPNNYHbIA 0COBHSAK B CTapMHHOM palnioHe TOpOHTO.



beTaHn HeHaBnaena aToT OOM. [1poXXMBaHME B 3TOM A0OPOroM, yHac/se4oOBaHHOM OT
npenkos Oun Mapko nome npetuno betaHu, Ho Jleo HacToan Ha cnepytowem: nnbo oHa
XXNBET B 3TOM gome, nmbo B NTanmm BMecTe C HUM. Tpu roga Ha3and y Hee He 6bis1o
cun, 4Tobbl HACTOATbL Ha CBOEM.

MunBsa nop KpbilLen ero AoMa, oHa oCcTaBaslacb €ro XXeHol N hakTUYecKn nasana emy
NpPaBoO €e KOHTPOoMpoBaTb. Ho OHa »Kunna 34ecChb, MPUTBOPSASACH, YTO HUCKOJIbKO He
HaZeeTca Ha ero npuesg n TpeboBaHne BepHYTbCA B UTanuio.

Kak Tonbko BeTaHn npusHana HENPUSATHYIO NCTUHY O TOM, YTO XAeT, korga Jleo 3a
HeWn NpueneT, OHa NoHsAa - el HUYEero He OCTaeTCs, KpoOMe Kak OenCcTBOBaTh.

- [lo-MmoeMy, MOe nosBsieHne He OOJIXKHO Tebsa Tak LWOKMpPOBaTb, - NpounsHec Jleo.

Ero cnosa npo3By4danu Kak nowiedmHa. OH HacMexasica Haj Her Kak Haj CJINLWKOM
rnyrnov u HaMBHOW AeB4YOHKON. beTaHn paccepannace.

- Hey>xenun Tbl HACTOJIbKO BENMK, YTO Tebe 3a30pHO NO3BOHUTL B ABEPL? - CMPOCUIA
oHa bonee pa3apa)KeHHbIM TOHOM, YeM XoTena.

Mpowepawyto HoYb beTaHn Naoxo crnana. B ronoee KpyXnnmcb 6eCnoKomHbIe MbICIN, a
KO>XXKa 3yAena, CJIOBHO OT M3bbiTKa KohenHa B opraHusme. CeroHs, o TOro 41obwl
ynakoBaTb Beln B KOpobKM, oHa Hagena BbiuBeTwMe rosybbie AXKUHCHI N MPOCTYHO
CUHIO PYyTOONKY C BIMHHBIMU pykaBaMun. Ee BosioCbl 6b1s1n HEGPEXXHO y10XKEeHbI B
Ny4Y0K Ha 3aTbljKe. Boirnagena beTaHu oTHIOAb HE 3/1€raHTHO.

Jleo Bbirnagen Kak Bcerga 6e3ynpe4yHo B TEMHO-CEPOMN, 3aCTErHYyTON Ha BCe
nyrosuubl pybalike, obneraBLlien ero MyCKyJMCTy0 rpyllb, U TEMHbIX LUEPCTAHbIX
bplokax.

MPUCNOHMBLUNCL K OBEPHOMY KOCSIKY, JlIeo C cepbe3HbiM BUAOM Habnofgan 3a Hewn
KaKoe-TO BpPeMS M3-Nof NosyonyLEeHHbIX BEK.

- Hey>xenun TBOA XM3Hb 0 TaKOW CTeneHn y>xacHa, beTtaHn? - MArko crnpocua oH. - 4
OENCTBUTESNIbHO 3aC/y>KMBalo Takon BpakaebHocTn?



Y Hee 3acocaso Nomd JIOXKEYKON, HO He OT COXKasleHusd, a oT CTbiga. OaHako beTaHu
OTKa3asnlacb NOAYUHATLCA MHCTUHKTUBHbLIM peakumsaMm. bonblle oHa He CTaHeT nepea
HUM N3BUHSATBLCS, YyroBapmBaTb ero n ycnokamBaTb. OHa OTJIMYHO 3HaNa, 4eM 3TO
MO>XeT 3aKOHYNTbCA. Jleo byaeT CHOBa MU CHOBA €10 NM0JIb30BaTbCA A0 Tex Mop, NoKa
OHa He NMpPeBPaTUTCH B HNYTOXKECTBO.

OHa He cTaHeT npodaBATb SMOLLNA. OHa parke He no)kMeT nsaedamun. betaHm oTeena
npAagb BOJIOC OT JinLa.

- 51 NOHMMalo, YTO 3TO TBOW AOM, - CyXO CKa3aJjla OHa, HapyLllas He/I0OBKOE MOJI4aHume. -
Ho a 6bina 6bl Tebe NnpusHaTenbHa, ecnn 6bl Thl ONoOBeLLas MeHS 3apaHee 0 CBOEM
npuesae, a He NosBASAICA N3 HNOTKYAa.

Nx cBA3bIBA/IO TaK MHOIMO HeyJla)KeHHbIX Mpob6aeM U ropbKMX BOCMNOMUHAHNIA. Y
BeTaHu CKanocb ceppue, Korga oHa BCNoMHUNa, 4TO no npuesae B NTanuto Jleo
TepnenmBo 06BbLACHWU e, Kak OHa O0J/KHa cebsa BeCTn, MoOKa OHWU NexXXasin B KpoBaTH,
nepemexxasa TpeboBaHusA noyenysamun. LLIno BpemMs, oH CTaHOBUJICS BCe HETepnenmeee
N NposBnsan K betaHn meHbLe NOOBKN, @ NOTOM 0CO3Has, 4TO coBepLna rpybenwyto
ownbky. EMy He cnefioBano XXEeHUTbCA Ha TakoW, Kak beTaHu.

- KoHe4Ho, - npobopmoTan Jleo. - Thl y)Ke CoXWa Bewmn?

- He BonHYNCS, - NpOroBopuia OHa, MEJIbKOM Ha Hero NoCMOTpPeB. - 1 He BO3bMy
HM4Yero TBOEro.

- MHe cpa3y cTaso nerye, - NnpousHec Jleo cnycTa MrHOBEHMe.

BeTaHn y>xe B 4eTBEPTbI pa3 MNbiTasacb C0XUTb 6enbii xson4yaTobyMarkHbIN
CBUTEpP, HO Yy HEE HNYEro He NoJly4YasnoCb Nog NpuUcTasbHbIM B3rnaaom Jleo. B koHue
KOHLLOB OHa CcAaflacb, OTBEPHYJIAaCb OT KPOBaTWM M NOCMOTpena Ha Hero, nobopos
CTpax, TpeBory n cmsateHune. Cenyvac en Henb3s ObITb Criabon.

- Jleo, - OHa 3aCyHYyJla PYKN B KapMaHbl A>XXWHCOB, 4TOObl OH He 3aMeTWJ1, KakK OHa
C>XKafla Kysaku, - 3a4eM Tbl npuien?

- 9 30ecb OaBHO He Obla, - CKa3asl OH.



- He 6bIn, - cornacunacb oHa, ee rosioc HaaJIOMWJICA.

B KOMHaTe BoUapuJIoCb HanNpsa>xXeHHoe MoJi4aHue.

Kak OH cMeeT HaMeKaTb e/l Ha Ty HO4Yb - Y>KACHYIO 1 NOCTbIAHY? Kak oHa Morna
BeCTun cebs Tak pa3Bs3HO, 0be3yMeB OT rops N peLunBLUMCE Ha OTHaAHHbIW War, ynas
oT Jleo? B Ty HOYb €e nepenosiHAN SPOCTb U CTpacTb. 1 6esyMHoe xenaHune. 1o cux
rnop, BcnomunHasa ob sTom, beTaHu B3aparmeana.

OHa un npegCtaBmUTb He MOrja, 4T0 KOF,D,a-HVI6y,D,b TaK HU3KO MNnajaer.

- Y MeHsa ons T1ebs HOBOCTb, - CKa3a/l OH, BrsAblBasCb B €e 11L0. B oyepenHon pas
BeTaHu 3amanacb BOMPOCOM, He BblAacT I CBOMX 3MOLIMIA. - HO S He AyMato, 4TO OHa
Tebe NnoHpaBUTCH.

OH BbIMNpAMWMICA, oToLles1 OT ABepU N BOPYI OKa3ajlcA HaMHOIo bnnxe K beTtaHu, 4em
cneposano. OHa nMpnno>Xxmia ycnins, 4yTOObI OCTATbCHA Ha MecTe.

- Hy? - cnpocuna oHa.

Ho oH oTBeTW/ He cpa3y. JIeo HETOPOM/IMBO NMepecek KOMHaTY, CJZIOBHO 3aMoJiHAA ee
CBONM He3PUMbIM BJINAHNEM.

BeTaHu 3aMeTuna, Kak Jleo cMOTpUT Ha ee benoe HMXKHee benbe, Kydyel CBaJIeHHoe
Ha HeybpaHHOIM NocTenn. B ee MO3ry CHoBa BO3HUKJ/IN YepeCcUyp SApKNe BOCNOMUHAHUSA
0 HO4YW, KOTOPYIO en bosiblue BCero xoTesnochb 3abbiTh. Pa3buntas o cTeHy Ba3sa.
C>aTble KyJlaku, KOTOPbIMW OHa ynunpanacb B ero rpyab. Ero »xectokunm u
A3BUTENbHLIN CMeX. [MopBaHHas ee pykamu pybawka. Ero ctpacTHbin nouenyn. Ero
obXxuratouime nacku...

OTMaxHyBLUMUCb OT BOCNOMWHaHWW, beTaHn 3amMeTuna, 4TO OH 3a Hen HabnwgaeT. Ero
rna3a 6necrenn, CI0OBHO OH TOXXe BCMOMUHaJ Ty HOYb. JIe0 CTOSAN B N3HOXbE
KpoBaTun, cAnwKom 6113ko K betaHn. OH MOr CMI0W 3aCTaBUTb ee ONyCTUTbCS Ha
KpoBaTb. O TOM, 4TO MOrJ10 CIY4NTbLCA NOTOM, beTaHu ga)ke oymaTb He xoTena.

OHa 3amepna, Y)KaCHYBLIWUCb HarnpaBJIeHUIO CBOUX MbiCnen. beTaHu owlyTnna
nMpMBbIYHOE OTHaAHNE, N €W CTaJsio 04YeHb FOPbLKO OTTOrO, 4TO OHa CHOBa NMognaeTCs



yapam Jleo. OHa no-npexHemy ero xo4eT. OHa He NOHMMaNa, Kak Takoe MOXXeT ObIThb.
OHa He xoTeNa HMUYero aHaaM3npoBaThb, a XXa)Kgasla NoCKopee C HUM pacCcTaTbCs,
>Xenana ocBoboaAnTLCA OT ero AaBJieHUS.

Kasanocsb, Jleo ynTtaeT ee MbicqIM. B KOMHaTe CHOBa BOLL@pUJ10Cb Hanpsa>xeHHoe
MoJ14aHue. Jleo NnpucTasibHO NOoCcMoTpen Ha rybol beTtaHn, noTom obBen B3IrnNagom ee
durypy. Y beTtaHn BO3HNKJII0 4YyBCTBO, OByATO OH K HeW rnpukacaeTcs.

- Tbl cka3an, 4To y Tebs AN MeHst HOBOCTb, - C TPY/AOM BblAaBWjla OHa, CTapasiCb He
PYXHYTb Ha noJi. Y Hee noakalmBanancb KoneHn. OHa C TpyAOM CAEPXMBaAA
HeBbIHOCKMMOE XeJlaHue.

- Ckasan, - npobopmoTan Jleo.

OH CcNOBHO 3anosiHAeT cobom BCIO KOMHaTY.

- C pa3BOAOM BO3HUKJIN OCJIOXKHEHNA.

- Kakune oCcnoXXHeHuna? - ¢ nogo3peHnem cnpocuna betaHu, xota ee Teno Beno
060CcobNEeHHYI0 XXN3Hb, CTpeMsACb B 06baTUSA Jleo.

- K coxxaneHuto, pa3BeCcTUCb ANCTaHUMOHHO He yaacTcsd. - OH KaTeropn4Ho nosen
nnedyamn.

- YTOo Tbl MMeeWb B BI/I,EI,y? - Ha4ajia OHa, NMOTOM BCTpPETWM/Ia €ro Cep,EI,I/ITbIIZ B3rnan v
no4yyBCTBOBAJIa, KaK PYKUN 1 LLeA MOKPbIBAOTCA MypallKaMn.

- Hnyero He nogenaellb, - CKa3aJl OH HEMPUMUPUMBIM TOHOM, FNA449 Ha Hee B yrnop.

Y beTaHu noxononeno B rpyau.

- Tbl go/KHa BepHYTbCA B NTanuio.

(naBa 3



- HeBepoAaTHO! B NTanunto 9 He BepHyCb! - BbiNanunna WOKUpoBaHHaa beTaHu, He
rnoHuUMas, Kak Jleo Mor el Takoe npensioXunTb.

OH cowen c yma? EMy yaanocb 3aCTaBuUTb ee BO3HeHaBuaeTb NTanuio. beTaHn He
MOrJ/la NpencTaBuUTb, YTO KOraa-HMbyab K HeMy BepHeTcs. Bo3spaweHune B UTanuto
OokaxeT ee becxpebeTHOCTD.

Jleo npogosikana HaCcMeLWJIMBO Ha Hee CMOTPETb, CJIOBHO 3HAs HEKU CEKpPET.

- He cmewHo! - BbiNasnna oHa, CTapasaCb CKPbITb MaHUKY.

Jleo BbIrHYJ1 TEMHbIE 6pOBI/I M HagMeHHO Ha Hee B3rJidHyJ, gaBasd NMNoHATb, 4TO en
HEeJIb3A4 TaK pa3rosapmBaTb C HUM.

BeTaHu npukycuna ryby.

- [loxo>xe, nHoro nyTm HeT, eCJZin Thbl NEencTBUTENIbHO X04ellb CO MHON pa3BeCcTuncChb, -
CKa3aJl OH.

He 3Han BeTaHu ero ny4ywe, oHa co4sa bbl ero TOH NPUMUPUTENbHBLIM. HOo Tak Kak
nepepn Hen 6610 Jleo, OHa HAaCTOPOXXUIIaCh.

- ECnun Tl NpOCTO X04ellb XUTb OTAEJIbHO OT MEeHs, TO 1 He CTaHy Tebe
NnpPpenaTcTBOBaAThb.

- He penan n3 meHa ngnoTky! - npomnsHecsa oHa, ee MbICaIN NyTaaucb. - 4 rpa>kaaHka
KaHagabl. MHe He Hy>XHO exaTb B MTanuto, 4Tobbl ¢ Tobon pa3BecTuchb. 4 Mory caenaTb
3TO NMPsAMO 34€ecChb.

- Morna 6bl, ecnu 6bl He Nnognucana onpeaeneHHble JOKYMEHTbI, - CNOKOMHO CKa3an
Jleo. OH cMOTpen Ha Hee B yrnop, CJIOBHO NPOCBeYMBas B3rs40M HackBo3b. Cnerka
HaKJIOHUB rosioBy Habok, oH Npon3Hec: - Tbl NoANKCaNa UX, KOrga BnepsBble rnpuexana
B 3aMOK. BO3MOXXHO, Tbl HE MOMHMULLb.

- KoHey4HOo, 51 MOMHI0. - beTaHn HepBHO paccMesnacb. OT TPEBOXKHOIro NpeayyBCTBUA y
Hee 3aC0Casio NOoA4 NI0XKEeYKOoN. - Kak g Mory 3abbiTb 0 TOM, Kak Tpu AHA nogapag



noannmcbiBalsia )J,OKyMeHTbI?

OHa [0 CUX Mop OTYET/IMBO MOMHUNAA Ky4y ByMar, KOTOpble NMoACOBbIBaNN el
HeynbibYMBble aiBOKAThl, MPOM3HOCS OA4HY-€OMHCTBEHHYO (hpa3y: «MognuwmnTe
3[1€Cb, KHAMUHS».

BonbwnHcTBO ByMar 6bin Ha UTaNlbSSHCKOM A3blKe, CKPernaeHHble oPuLInaNbHbIMU
nevyatamm n nognucaMmn. OHa He NoHMMana, ANs Yero JoJ/KHa CTaBUTb NOAMUCHL Mo,
3TUMK OOKYMeHTaMu, HO Bbinla Tak cTpacTHO BAO6NEHa B CBOEro My»a, 4To
rnoanucana Bce 4To TpeboBanocsk.

- Torna Tbl, BO3MOXXHO, 3abbls1a, 4TO MMEHHO NoANUCbIBaNa, - NpogoJsikan Jleo
XONOAHbIM N CNerka HacMeLLIMBbIM TOHOM, 0TYero beTtaHu nuuib cunbHee
paccepannack u ucnyranach.

En 6b1J10 HEMPUATHO, YTO KOrA4a-To OHa Tak csieno gosepsna Jleo An Mapko, 4To OH
Obl1 4NA Hee BCeM Ha CBeTe.

- 4 nocTaBmna NoANMCb NOTOMY, YTO MHE TaK NpuKasanmn, - TUXO CKa3ana oHa. - A
rnosiarana, Tbl AeNCTByelWb MHe BO 6naro. - Ornsaes ero, oHa Habpanacb CMenocTu u
Bbloana: - Ho 6onblue g Tak He owmnbycsb.

- KoHey4Ho, He owmnbelbCs, - HaCMeLWIMBO NMPon3Hec J1eo, CKPeCcTmMB PYKN Ha
MYCKynncTon rpyan. OH ornsgen KOMHaTy, akLUeHTUPYS BHUMaHME Ha 3JIeraHTHON
mebenu, 6n1egHo-ronybbix CTeHax, NOTOJIKE C N3SALWHON NENHUHOW U TONCTbIX, 6oraTo
YKPaLleHHbIX KoBpaxX. - [10TOMY 4TO, - MPOAO0JI)XKaJl OH B TOM »XXe TOHE, - KaK Mbl y)Ke
BbIACHWUIN, TBOS XXN3Hb NMpeBpaTuiacb B KOLLUMap C TOro CaMoro AHs, Kak Thbl
cornacuiach BbINTU 3@ MEHS 3aMYX.

- Tbl CKaXkewb, YeM 51 cebe HaBpeauna, NOAMNMCAB Te€ AOKYMEHTbI, nan bypelb NpocTo
CTOSATb N A3BUTbL? - Orpbi3Hynacb beTtaHn. En 6611 HEHABUCTEH ero BbICOKOMEPHbIN
B3rnag.

- [1pnHOLLY CBOMN U3BUHEHMUSA, - pe3KOo oTBeTun Jleo. - 9 He 3Han, 4TO MOoM
npeanoyTeHna KakKnM-T1o 06pa30M Mornm Tebe HaBpednTb.



OH ynblbHYNCA, efBa 3aMeTHO U30rHYB YrOJIKM YyBCTBEHHbIX r'y6. beTaHn xoTenocb
OTBEPHYTbCA, HO OHA He CMOrJja 3TOoro caenaTb.

- ITak, - NPoOM3HeC OH MArKo, HO YrpoXKatoLLe.

Mo cnuHe beTaHn nobe)ann MypaLlKn.

- [leno B ToM, 4TO Thl COrflacnnachk C TeM, 4To Bpakopa3BOAHbLIN NPOLIECC, €C/IN B HEM
Korga-Hubyab BO3SHUKHET HE0OX0AMMOCTb, ByleT NPOXOAUTb B UTA/IbAHCKOM Cyfe B
COOTBETCTBUM C UTASIbSHCKMMUN 3aKOHAMU.

- W A, ectecTBEHHO, 00/KHa BepuTb Tebe Ha cnoBo? - 3ameTuna betaHu n
y>acHyJslaCcb TOMY, KakuM HeyBepeHHbIM TOHOM roBopuT. OTKaLWIABWNCL, OHa pPe3Ko
oTBena B3rnapg ot Jleo, CZIOBHO ero B3rnsg Mor obpaTnuTb ee B KaMeHb. - 4
corslacniiacb HENMOHATHO Ha YTO U HEe NMeEID NpaBa AaXke y3HaTb, 4TO NnoAnucebiBana?

- Ecnn xo4ewb, S HEMeOJIEHHO MPUKaXKy CEKpeTapsM HaHATb NepeBofymKa U
noAroTOBUTb KOMUK NOAMUCAHHbLIX TOBOM NOKYMEHTOB, - S3BUTE/IbHO Npoun3Hec Jleo.

- N cKONbKO BpeMeHM 3TO 3aMeT? - C ropeybio cnpocuna betanm n MmoprHyna, 4Tobbl
He pacniakaTbcs. - Heckonbko net? Ons 1eba 3To BCero nvilb urpa, aa?

Mo pewnTenbHbIM, CTPACTHLIM B3r1940M Jleo e nokasanocb, OyaATo KOMHaTa
yMeHbLlUuNach B pa3Mmepax. betaHu 3anaHnkoBana, ee cepjue y4auweHHo 3abunoce, B
XMnax 3akmnena kpoeb. OHa HeHaBuaena cebs 3a To, Kak pearupyeT Ha Jleo.

N BOpyr oHa NoHsNA, Kak 6IM3KO APYr K APYrYy OHW CTOAT - UX Pa3Aensn ToNbKO yron
KpoBaTW. BeTaHn Morna BbITSIHYTb PYKY U MPUKOCHYTbLCS K MyCKYJIUCTONM rpyaun Jleo.
OHa oulyulasa apoMaT ero Tena.

- Tbl AOMXKHA BEPHYTbCSA B UTanumto, ecnm xoyellb CO MHOW pa3BeCTUCh, - CKa3asl OH
HU3KUM N peLUNTENIbHbIM TOHOM. - Y Tebs HeT MHOro BbiXoaa.

- Kak XopoLlo Tbl YCTPOWUICSH, - BblAaBW/la OHa, Y)XKe He CTapasCb caep>XaTb OPOXb B
ronoce. - NHTepecHo, Kak B UTanmm oTHOCATCSA K XXeHaM-MHOCTPaHKaM MeCTHbIX
KHA3en?



- Teba He [O/HKHO BOSIHOBaTb TBOE NponCXoxaeHue, betaHun, - npomsHec Jleo.

bnaropogHble 4epThbl ero aAnua OblIN TAaKUMN HAaAMEHHbIMW, XONOAHbIMWU, HO
HeBepoOATHO KpacuebiMU. Ero FJ'Iy6OKI/IIZ rosoC gaxke cem4ac 3BYy4aJl KaK MY3blKa.

- XoYyewb pa3BeCTUCh, YTOObI NEpPeKNYNTLCA Ha NtoboBHMKA? [lo/KeH CKa3aTb, YTO B
TaKOM CJly4ae cypq coyTeT Tebsd BUHOBHULEN pa3BOda U He byaeT Ha TBOEeW CTOpoHe. -
OH B6ecne4yHo noxkas naevyamu, HoO ero B3rasa4 no-npexxHemy b1 TAXKeNbiM U
MpPayHbIM. - HO Tbl O4eHb ropAULLILCA N CBOUM XXEeJTaHNEM CO MHOW pa3BeCTUCH, U
cBOMM NtO6OBHUKOM, He TaK nn?

Y beTaHu BO3HMKJIO olylleHne, 6yaTo ee npuaaBaMBaeT YTO-TO OFPOMHOE U
TS>KEJNI0e, @ OHa He MOXXET AbllwaTb. E 0o4eHb He NOHPaBMIIOCh, KAKMM TOHOM OH
roBOpW O pa3Boje U ee NoboBHMKe. BeTaHn enBa He CKa3aJsia eMy BClo npasay. En
CHOBA 3ax0TeJIoCb NMOBEPUTL B YyZ0 U MOMNbITaTbCS HANaANTb OTHOLIEHMS C Jleo.

Ho e npnpeTtcsa ero octeperaTbCsa U He AaBaTb NMOBOAa CHOBa ee obmnaeTb. YK nydwe
Obl OH ee HeHaBMAaen U Aan pa3Boa.

- JlonkeH 6bITb APYron BbIXOM, - CKa3aja oHa Yepe3 MUHYTY, 3acTaBuB cebs
rOBOPUTb CMOKOWHO.

B oTBeT Jleo nuwb nokKa4van rosloBon, Bbipa>keHne ero snua CHoBa CTaso
beccTpacTHbIM - TWaTeNlbHAasA BHELWHAA MaCKMPOBKa FrHEBa U BbICOKOMepUS.

- $l He cornacHa, - npousHecsa betaHun, xmypo rnaansa Ha Jleo.
- lMoxo)Ke, Tbl CO MHOIMM He corjlacHa, - BKpaa4mBo cKka3an Jleo, - HO 3TO HMYero He

MEH4AET.

Jleo xoTten betaHu. OH Bcerga ee xoten. EMy 6b1s10 HaneBaTb Ha €e JIOXKb U
ockopbneHuns. Jleo xenan ToNbLKO OAHOro - oBnageTb beTaHn n yTonnTb CBOO
CTpacTb.

3ps OHa CCOPUTCS C HUM, CTOS Y KpoBaTu. OHa A0J1)XKHA MOMHUTbL, YTO BCe ee
Kanpwu3sbl, TpeboBaHus, 0buabl U NPUANPKK 3abbIBalOTCSA, KAaK TOJIbKO OH K HEMN



npukacaeTcs. Y JIeo pykn 4ecanucb OT »KeslaHUsa AoKa3aTb, YTO OH Mpas..

BeTaHn OTKMHYNa cnagaBLKMe Ha NNLO JIOKOHbI. B 3TO MrHoBeHMe OHa nokasasiachb
€My Y>XaCHO yCTaBLUEW.

- 4 66l cnpocuna Tebs, 4TO Thbl UMeeLwWb B BUAY, U Tbl, 1 yBepeHa, oTBeTu, Obl MHE, HO
A1 yCcTasla oT TBOUX uUrp, Jleo, - nponsHecsa oOHa TUXUM, HO KaTeropm4HbiM TOHOM,
KOTOpPbIN BCE CUSIbHee pa3sgpakasn Jleo. - 4 HUKorga He BepHycCb B Tanuio.

OH nogyMan o TOM, Kakum 6ecrnomoLHbIM ieNlaeT ero CTpacTHoe BJieYeHne K Helr. OH
3aMeTWJ, KaK OHa HaCTOPOXXEHa 1 eflBa CAep>XMBaeTcs. Jleo BAPYr peLn, Y4To
BeTaHu 3aTesana HOBYIO Urpy.

- Tbl genaewb Takmne rpoMkKue 3asBJieHns, CBET MON, - TUXO CKa3aJ OH, He OTBO4SA
B3rnsga oT ee nmua. - Kak Tebe ygaeTcs Tak 4acTo ux genatb? CerogHsa Tbl 3as8BuUNa,
4TO He noegelwb B UTanuto. Tpu roga Hasapg Thl OTKa3asnacb XUTb CO MHOW. TBOU
yrposbl, beTaHn, oka3biBalOTCA MYCTbIMU.

- 3TO He yrpossbl, - NapupoBaa oHa. Ee rnasa noteMHenu, a rybbl 3agpoxkanu. -
COXKanew, YTO Thl HE MPUBLIK BbICNYLIMBATb NOA0OHbLIE OTKPOBEHMWS, HO Pa3 Thl
OKpPY»XW cebst ToNbKO NibCTeLamMun, To CaM B 3TOM BUHOBAT.

Jleo ABUHYNCSA B €e CTOPOHY, NPUCTaJIbHO rNsas en B rnasa.

- HackonbKo A MOMHIO, C TBOEI CTOPOHbI BbIJI0 MHOFO MYCTbIX YrPo3, - MATKO U
HaCMeLUIMBO CKa3as oH, ByATo He cibiwa oTBeTa beTaHu. - Tbl roBopuia, 4To He
06MONBULLBLCA CO MHOW CJIOBOM, Kak TOJIbKO yeaelb U3 NTanmn. Tbl 0TKa3biBanach
>XUTb B 3TOM AOMe 1 3asBUa, YTO MOKNHELLb €ro Yepes ABafuaTb YeTbipe Yaca
nocJsie Toro, Kak s Teba B HeM ocTaBo. NoHUMaeLwb, 0 4eM a7 U Tbl NO-NpeXXxHeMy
6oMLLIbLCSA MOEro caMoro riaBHOro MeToZia Bo3AencTBums Ha Tebs. - Jleo cokpaTun
NPOCTPAHCTBO MeXAY HUMU, HO HE BbITAHYJT PYKY N HE MPUKOCHYJICA K HEN, KaK TOro
XoTen.

OH cTOSN K Hel Tak 611M3Ko, 4TO OHa Oblna BbIHY)XAEHa OTKMHYTb FOJIOBY Ha3ag,
4TOObI NOCMOTPETHL B €ro rnasa. betaHun pa3omMkHyna rybbl 1 okpyravna rnasa, Ha ee
LeKax 3aurpan nerkmm pymsHed.



- Thbl X04elb MeHS HanyraTb? - crnpocunia OHa enBa CJibllWHbIM LUENOTOM.

- Tol 06ewana, 4To HUKOrAa He NPUBAM3NLLILCA KO MHE, TaK KaK a1 Tebe NpoTuBEH, -
TNX0 NpounsHec Jleo, rnans B ee rnasa. - Tbl APOXKMNLWb OT OTBpalleHuns, betaHn?

- OTBpallleHNe - CZINLIKOM CUJibHas 3MOLUS, - CKa3asa OHa eflBa CJIbILIHO, ee rnasa
cBepkHynu. OHa oTKalnanack. - MHe NpPocTo CKYYHO.

- Tbl NIrana npexxae, Tbl JXKELb Celnyac, - Npon3HecC oH, 3a4apoBaHHO Habnoaas 3a
n3MeHeHnaMN B ee B3rnsae. OH He yAMBUICS, KOr[a OHa OTOLUIa OT Hero, XxeJsas
co34aTb Mexay HUMU MPOCTPAHCTBO, CJIOBHO A1 TOro, YTobbl 0C/1abuTbh BO3HUKLLEE
cekcyanbHoe Hanps»xeHue. Kak 6yaTo 4To-To Morio n3baButb nx obomx ot
B3aUMHOTI 0 BJieYeHUS!

- MHe cMmeLlHo 3To cablWwaTk, Jleo, - TUXO cka3asna beTaHu, ee B3rnag noremHesn. - He
oXXunpana ot Teba Takoro.

- CKaXkn MHe, beTaHun, B 4eM st BAHOBAT? - MPUTJIyLLEHHO CMPOCKI OH, FAAS, KaK OHa
HaTArMBaeT MacKy paBHOAYLUNS Ha CBOE Bblpa3nTesibHOE NNL0. EMy 3TO 04eHb He
HpaBMJOCb. - B 4eM Moe npecTynneHne?

- 9 oTKa3bIBaloCb 3TO 06Cy>KAaTb. A TO Thbl He 3HaelWb! - cka3asa OHa, pacnpaBuB
naeyun. - Mol 6ecHncneHHoe KoJIMYeCTBO pa3 FrOBOPUIN Ha 3Ty TeMmy.

- JlTagHo, - pe3Ko NPoM3HEeC OH, He CAep)XaBLINCb. - Torga gaBan o6cyamm TBOW
npectynaeHns. HayHem c TBoero ntoboBHMKa.

beTaHu XoTenoCb KpuyaTb, CEPANTbLCA, 6p0CI/|TbCFI Ha J1eo nnm pyxHyTb Ha Moa u
BbIM/1aKaTbCH.

Ho oHa He Morna gsuratbcsa. OHa OKa3asiaCb NPUXXaTOW K MeCTy He CTOJIbKO
ropAawnMnN Kapumm rnasamm Jleo, CKoONbKO cobCcTBeHHOW 6e3rpaHnYHON raynocTbIO.
3a4eM oHa Tak abcypaHo emy nrana? lNMo4yemy oHa cTaBuT cebsa B Takoe raynoe
rnosioxeHue?

- 3ayem Tebe obcyxaaTb Moero toboBHMKA? - CyXO CNpOCUsa OHa, HEHaBMAS CBON
roJ1oC, KOTOPbI Ka3ascsa el Yy>xum, Ho oHa mosikHa BpaTb npasaononobHo. - OH



HaMHOro nyyuwe Tebs.

- Kak Tbl coobuimnib eMmy 0 ToOM, 4To byaewb ¢ HUM NpentoboaencTBoBaTh, MOKa He
nosy4unilb pa3soa? - npobopmoTan JIeo TaKMM TOHOM, 4YTO MO CMNHE APOXKALLEN N
ocnabeswen betaHn npobexxan xononok. - Hey>xenn oH byneT 310 TepneTb? Beab
Tebe HY)KHO NPOCTO noexaTb B Tanuwo, 4Tobbl ynaanTb HebobLWYO POPMaNIbHOCTb.

- OH 4pe3Bbl4alHO TepnesinBbIN YenoBek, - CKBO3b 3ybbl npoueannna betaHn. Cnoso
«npentbogencrteoBaTb» pas3buio ee cepaue.

- N Takoe bbiBaeT, - cka3an Jleo TUXO 1 yrpoxkatule. - 3aBTpa YTPOM £ sievy B
NTannio. Mbl MOXXeM BbICTPEHBKO MOKOHYUTb CO BCEMU HEMPUATHOCTAMMW.

OT ero cnos ee byaTo Nnapannsosaso. Kakoe-To BpeMs OHa NPOCTO CMOTpesia Ha Hero.
BeTaHu Ka3anochk, 4TO ee cepaue yxe nepectaso 6utbcsa. OHa U NpeacTaBuUTb He
MOra, Kak OTpa3nTCsa Ha Hewn corslacue Jleo ¢ Hen pa3BeCTUCH.

- Ecnn HeT gpyroro BbIXo4a, - CKa3aJsla OHa, pacTarmeasi CyloBa 1 4yBCTBYS cebs Tak,
6ynTo 6anaHcuMpyeT Ha rpaHu nponactu. Cnywas cobCTBEHHbIN XPUNAbIA N Pe3Knin
ronoc, beTaHu ero He y3HaBasa. - 1 nonarat, MHe nMpuaeTcs noexaTtb B UTanuo.

[na3a Jleo NnoTeEMHeENM - OHa OTJINYHO 3Hasa, YTO 3TO O3HAYAET, HO CTapasiaCb He
npuaaBaTb 3TOMY 3Ha4YeHUs. HecMoTps Ha obuay, rope 1 0ANHOYECTBO, OHa rMo-
npe>xHemy xoTtena Jleo. B ero npucyTCcTBUM OHa U3HbIBaJIa OT »XEJIaHMS.

BeTaHu Nokasanocb, YTO BpeMs 0OCTaHOBMAOCL. OHa Buaena nepen cobom ToNbKO
4yyBCTBEHHbIN 61eck rnas Jleo, kak 6bIBano Bcerga, Korga OHM oCcTaBa/IMCb HaeauHe.
Ecnn Jleo ceryac K Hel NPUKOCHETCS, OHa eMy YCTYMNUT, N TOra Y>XXKe HUYTO ee He
cnacer.

B rnybuHe oywiun oHa xotena, 4Tobbl OH K HEN MPUKOCHYJICS, YNOXNA B NOCTENb U
3aHANCA C Heln NboBbIO. Jleo 6bin HenpeB30MAEHHbLIM NIOH6OBHMKOM, OT €ro slack
BeTaHn NONHOCTbLIO B HEM pacTBOpsaach, 3abbiBas 060 BceMm.

- Mown camoneT XaeT, - TUXO, HO YO0BNEeTBOPEHHO npounsHec Jleo. OH ¢ caMmoro
Havafna 3Han, 4To beTaHu ¢ HUM noneTuT. OH ByATO YNTan ee MbICIN.



- 91 He nonevy c Tobon, - ckasana OHa, B3aepHyB noaboponok. En xotenock 3abbiTb
Jleo n nx coeMmecTtHoe npowsioe. Cepanto nocMoTpeB Ha Jleo, OHa npousHecna: - 4
nobepycb CaMOCTOATENIbHO.

B oTBeT Jleo TONbKO ybIbHYNCS.

(naBa 4

Hebonblwasa n o4eHb XUBOMUCHAA AepeBHA Pennym - MecTo NPoXKMBaHUA ceMbn [n
Mapko, roe MeHblle BCero XxoTesioCb oKasaTbCA beTaHu, - pacnosiarasacb y CKJ/IOHa
xo0nMa. Jlyyum BeyepHero CoJiHLUa 30J1I0TUIN KPacHble KpbIn 1 6esible CTeHbI
HepeBeHCKUX OMOB.

LLINnnab MeCTHOW LepKBM ropao BO3HOCUIICSA B HEDO, KOJTOKOJIbHbIN 3BOH BO3BeLLa O
Ka>X[,0M HOBOM Yace. YXOXXeHHble BUHOrpaAHUKN 3aHUMaNu A0JIMHY U anbMUNCKme
npenropbs, BO3BbIWABLIMECA BAAIN. Ha camMOn BepLlnHe X0JsiMa pacnofiarascs
CTapuHHbIN 3aMoK KacTenno n ®ennyum - onnueTBopeHne BaacTu U MoryLecTsa
cemMmbun Ou Mapko.

beTaHu exana B apeHAOBaHHOM aBTomobune no Y3KNM CpeHEBEKOBbLIM YJIO4HKaM.
OCTaHOBMBLUNCL BO3J1e HEDONBLLWIOro OTenNs, OHa C TPYOOM MNepeBesia OblXaHNeE.

OHa BblleTena n3 TOpOHTO ABa AHS Ha3ad. 3a BPeMS rnepesieta en yaanocb TONbKO
HeOo/Iro B34PEMHYTh.

Kak TO/IbKO OHa Morpy>ajlacb B COH, Buaena nepen cobom NpoH3nTENbHbIE Kapue
rnasa Jleo.

OH B KaTeropuiHom hopmMe eun 3asBuUJ1, YTO €ro JIIAN BCTPETAT €e B a3pornopTy.
beTaHM He NOHPaBUIOCh, YHTO OH CHOBa OTHOCUTCSH K HEeW Kak K cobcTBeHHOCTW. Ero
csioBa Npobyannm B ee aylwie ropbkue BoCnoMmHaHmsa. OHa He XXeslana XUTb Mo TeM
npaBuaaM, KOTopble yCTaHOBWU Anda Hee Jleo. OHa y>Xe npencrtaBnsnia, Kakum bynet
ee npuesn B Ntanuio. OXpaHHUKN BCTPETAT €e B a3ponopTy, NpoBenyT K cusouemy
4YepHOMY JIMMY3UHY, KOTOpPbIX Yy Jleo 6ecyncneHHoe MHOXECTBO, 1 OO0CTaBAT B 3aMOK,
C/NIOBHO... nmywiectso [ln Mapko.



NmMeHHO No3TOMY OHa B3ssa buneT Ha camoneT no Puma, a He oo MunaHa, oTKyaa
6bino ynobHee nobmnpaTtbCa 00 3aMKa.

YcTaBwasa nocsie nepenerta, OHa C PafoCTblO ysersacb Ha YACTYIO NOCTeNb B AelleBOM
oTeJsie, a Ha CJ'Ie,EI,y}OLLI,I/IIZ OeHb NogHANacb 0KOJI0 NoayaHsA. [NpOCHYBLUMNCL, OHa MepPBbIM
0eNloM BCNOMHMNA, YTO CerofgHAa ee XXAeT noesfka B 3aMOK 1 BCTpeda C Jleo.

OHa cHOBa 1 CHOBa BCNMOMUHAaNa CBOIO MPeXXHI XXU3Hb C Jleo...

- Ax, beTaHu, cBeT Mon, Kak s nobnto Tebs, - wenTtan oH, obHMMasa ee Ha BankoHe C
BMAOOM Ha gonnHy dennymn. 310 6bISI0 BE4EepoM, Ccpa3y nocae ux npmesaa B Mtanuto.

- [loyeMy Tbl Ha3blBaelWlb MeHA «CBeT MON»? - Crpocujia OHa.

- TBow rnasa, - npobopmoTan oH, Lenys ee sekn. - CnHmne, Kak netHee Hebo, rnasa.
Takune rnasa HecyT CBeT...

NokuHYB oTenb, beTaHn BbiNnaa Kpenkuin 3crnpecco B Kage Henoganeky. OHa
HEBOJIbHO MbITaslaCb OTCPOYNTbL HensbexxHyto BCTpeydy ¢ Jleo. Bcemn pubpamum ayin
OHa »XeJflajla oKa3aTbCs cenyac rge-To B ApyroMm Mecte. Ho e NnpeaAcTosN0 CcecThb B
MalLUVHY N OTNPaBUTbLCA K 3aMKY, C KaXXAbIM KUJIOMETPOM BcCe ryb>ke norpy>xasfcb B
npoLusoe.

Mpoucxoasiiee cenvyac Ka3asloCb el HepeasibHbIM Y HaNOMHWUJIO O CHaxX, KOTopble
npecnenoBanu ee nocsne otbesga ns Utanum. OHa BCcerga npocbinanachk, ApoXa, ee
nmuo 6b110 MOKPbLIM OT cnie3. Horaa oHa Kpuyasna BO CHe...

Hy BOT OHa 1 Ha MecTe. Bblnas U3 MallnHbl, BeTaHW BOOXHY1a CBEXUNA, YACTbIN U
AYLWNCTbIN BO3AYX, HANOJIHEHHbIN apoMaTaMu MeCTHbIX LIBETOB U TPaB.

Kak MHOro BOCNOMMHaHUN... Kak cnabHo 6onnTt ayuwia...



BeTaHu B 3alyMYMBOCTM MOCMOTPESIa Ha BHYLLIUTESbHbIN CTAPUHHbLIN 3aMOK Ha X0JIMe,
NMOXOXXUI Ha OPaKOHa, OXPaHAOLLLEro CBO TeppuToputo. OHa NoYTn NpencTaBuia
Jleo MoryuecTBeHHbIM )eo/a/IoM, CAHOBHUKOM, B3MPAIOLLMM Ha TO, YTO JIEXXUT Yy ero
HOT.

BeTaHn coxxanena o TOM, 4TO HE MOXKET BO3HEHABNAETb 3aMOK, KOTOPbIN, KakK en
Ka3anocb, pa3pywmnn ee bpak. Y Hee BO3HMKaANO CTPaHHOE, nppaumoHasibHoe
oLlylieHmne, 4To, CHOBa BOMASA B 3TOT 3aMOK, OHa 6osblue HUKorga oTTyda He
BbibepeTcs.

Kak XaJsb, 4TO OHa HE MO)XeT HEHaBUAETb TOJICTble KAMEeHHble CTeHbI C 3ybuamu, 3a
KOTOPbLIMU B CTapble BpeMeHa pacrnonarajncbk BOMHbI. beTaHu )xenana BO3HEHaBUOETb
NOABbEMHbIN MOCT, KOTOPbIN OTKPbIBas NPOX04 Yepe3 Hapy>XHble CTEHbl Halo PBOM B
TO MecCTO, rae nepBoHayvyasibHO pacnosiarajacs MOHacTbipb. Hag BXO4OM Ha
TeppuToputo 3aMKa Bucen repb cembun O Mapko, KOTOpbIA BOAPY3UAN TyAa elle B
nATHaALaTOM BeKe.

- Kak KpacuBo! - BockanLana Koraa-to betanu, npoxonsa noa 60/bLLION KaMeHHOWN
ApPKOW B BEPXHEN 4YacTu MogbeMHOIro MocCTa.

Jleo noaxBaTun ee Ha pyku B 6OJIbLLIOM 3aJie U KPY>XWU Ha MecTe, noka oba He
pacCMessINCb OT UCKPEHHEeN pagocTu.

- Tbl KpacuBas, - CKa3aJl OH Toraa, CeEpbe3HO Ha Hee NMoCMOTPEB. 3aTEM ero rybsol
N30rHYJINCb B yblIOKe, Npun BUAe KOTopon y beTaHn ekHyno cepaue. - Tbl Kpacueee
BCeX, toboBb MOS.

TpsIXHYB FON10BOW, pa3pa>KeHHO 0TMAaXMBAsACb OT CEHTUMEHTasIbHbIX BOCMOMUHAHWA,
BeTaHu BbiTalKAa YeMOAAH C NACCaXXMPCKOro CUAEHbSA U HanpaBuiack K BXO4y B
oTenb. OHa Bblibpasia 3TO MECTO He C/ly4YalHo - Tak Y beTaHn 6yaeT ropa3fno MeHblUe
LLAHCOB BCTPETUTbLCS C TEMU, KTO 3HaJl ee TPM roda Hasag.

OHa UCKpeHHe Bepwusa, 4TO TaK »e NIerko en yaactcs nsbexkatb YacTbIX BCTPEY C
JNleo.

- Tebe noTpebyeTcsa He Bonble ABYX Hedesb, 4ToObl pa3BecTUCh, - 3aasun Jleo,
HebpeXXHOo noeeas rnjaevyamu.



IBe Hepenn. MoxxeT 6bITb, HeMHOro 6onble. beTaHu BbiXKWAA 3a NpoweLwine Tpu
roga, Tak pa3Be OHa He MNoTepnuT elle ABe HeJenn?

OHa BApPYr No4yyBCTBOBasa cebs y>KacHO OAVMHOKON U obuxeHHoW. HeT. Henb3s
JlaBaTb BOJIO YyBCTBAM.

C COMHeHMeM B3rnsHYB Yepes NJeyo Ha 3aMoK, beTaHn oTKpbIsla ABEPb OTENS U
BOLLIJIA BHYTPb.

- MHe 04eHb XKaJlb, - C CUJIbHbIM aKLLEHTOM CKa3aJs1 No-aHrJIMNCKN perncTpaTtop 3a
CTONKOW. - Balla KOMHaTa eLle He roToBa.

BeTaHu 060 Bcem poraganacb. OHa Bnaena, Kak pernctpatop oTBes B3rnsa, u
npueeTnnBas ynblbka cnetena c ero ryb, Kak ToJibKO OHa Ha3BaJla CBOU UMSA ”
damnnumio. NMpnyem beTaHM 03By4YUIa CBOKO AEBUYbLIO daMUINLO, NMO4 KOTOPOM XKa B
TOpOHTO.

beTaHu Tak CUIbHO C)KaJsla Py4YKy YyemModaHa, 4To nobenenn KOCTALWKM NanbLeB. Ho en
BCe-TaKn ya4a/10Cb BEXJINBO yJ'IbI6HyTbC$I.

- Kak cTpaHHO, - npobopMoTasa oHa. - {1 Oblnla yBepeHa, 4To CMOry 3acesINTbCs nocse
Tpex 4acoB OHSA, a cenyac y>Ke NATbIN Yac.

- Ecnn Bbl roTOBBLI MOAOXKAATb... - Perncrtpatop 6€CnomMoLuHO yabibHYICA N MaxXHY
PYKOM Ha HeEBONbLUY FOCTUHYIO B MPOTUBOMOIOXKHOM CTOPOHE OT MaJIeHbKOro
BecTunbong.

YyBCTBYS CBOIO 6ECMOMOLLHOCTb, BeTaHn oTBepHylacb OT CTOWKK perncTpaTopa,
CTapasiCb CKPbITb pa3apakeHue. Mponaa Yepes BecTUb0/b, OHa ycenacb Ha
noLwWeBbIA AnBaH. OTTyda OHa BUAENa, Kak PeructTpaTop B3 TesiedoHHY TPyOKy,
N CNbIWana, Kak OH YTO-TO TUXO U BbICTPO NMPOroBOPUIT NO-UTANBAHCKN.

He npowsio n oecatn MMHYT, Kak BXOOHasA OABEPb pacrnaxHyJsiacb N NoABUINCL ABOE
MY>XX4YUH B TEMHbIX KOCTIOMax. beTaHu He 3Hana nx NN4YHO, HO Aoragasacb, KTO UX
nocrnan.



MNoponas, OHNM OCTAaHOBUINCL B ABYX Larax oT Hee. OHa cMoTpena NpsiMo nepen
cobon, cTapascCb COXpaHATb caMoobnagaHue, XOTA y HeEe CKPYTUI0 XXUBOT U
yyalleHHo 3abunock cepaue.

- KHArMHA? - TUXO N C BENYaNLWNM NOYTEHUEM MPOM3HEeC O4UH U3 MY>XX4YUH. - [1poLy
BacC...

YTo nogenaTtb? [lepeBHsA NpUHaANexnT KHAa30 On Mapko. OHa 6blaa nosHonm oypown,
ec/n ayMmana, 4To OH MO3BOJINT eVl BEPHYTbLCA U HE CTaHeT KOHTPOJIMPOBaTb Kaxkgoe
ee ABWxeHune. B npowwnom, Kkorga oHa oTHocunacbk K HeMy 6narocksioHHee, beTaHu
TBepauna cebe, 41O JIeo NPOCTO HE MOXKET BeCTn cebsa nHave.

KoHel 03HaKoOMUTEesIbHOro pparmMeHTa.
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