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OONHOKUW CTapuUK CO30aET CTPaHHY Teoputo, 3anepLlncb B CBOEW KBapTuUpe.
Teoputo, B KOTOPYIO HUKTO He BeEpUT. Teoputo, B KOTOPON COMHEBAETCS AaXKe OH CaM.
Noka oaHa>KAbl HE BCTpeYaeT AeByWKy 13 byayuiero, Kotopas npuiiia B npowoe
yepe3 BpeMeHHOW Konogel, NOCTPOEHHbIN Ha OCHOBe ero 6esyMHomn Teopuu.
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CTpaHHbIA CTapuk

- Bbl He nogymanTe Yero! A He HacTamBato! Ho Bbl y)xe He mosioabl, BaMm JosmKHO
ObITb CNOXHO... Hy Bbl NOHMMaeTe...

OH cMmoTpen Ha Heé ncnoanobbsa n Mondan. Bpems oT BpEMEHN OH LLUEBENNI Y3KUMU,
becuBeTHbIMU rybamMun, HO C/1I0B He BbINIO CAbILLHO.

- Bbl 4TO-TO CKazann?

Mononas XeHuwmHa nepemMmHanacb C HOMM Ha HOry B Y3KOM KOopuaope ero
OOHOKOMHATHON KBapTupbl. laxxe AHEM B Kopugope 6b1s10 NosyTeEMHO, OJNHOKas
namrnoyka 6e3 abakypa He ropena. XeHLWWHa HECKOJIbKO pa3 bpocana B3rnsaa Ha 3Ty
NlaMMNOYKY, HO He peLllaiiacb NOMPOCUTb BKIKYUTL CBET. BnipoyeMm, oHa 1 Tak 3Hana,
4yTOo yBMAUT oboapaHHble 060M Ha cTeHax, n 06yNMBLLYIOCS KpacKy Ha AiBepu B
caHys3es. bonblwylo YaCcTb KOpuaopa 3arpoMoXxxganu wrabenss KHAr 1 XXypHasios,
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TakKue e 3aBaJibl C HAKUOAHHbIMU CBEPXY CTapbiMU TPANKaMMU BUAHENNCH U B
eONHCTBEHHON KoMHaTe. OHM NOAHMMANNCh BBEPX Ha BbICOTY Bonlee meTpa, oT4ero
BCS KBapTMpa Ka3anacCb NOXoXXen Ha MyCOPHYI0 CBasiky. B Bo3ayxe BuUcCen 3aTxbln
3anax CTaporo Tesia, CMelWaHHbIN C 3arnaxoM JiekapcTB. Mo1o0JonN XeHLLMHe XO0Tes10Cb
YyATKW OTClOAa, HO OHa M30 BCeX CUJT caep>xuBasa cebs. HanpoTus Heé onyCcTuUB rosioBy,
CTOSA BbICOXLWIMNN XyO0W CTapuK B BankoBon, KjieT4aToOn 3acTMpaHHON pybaluke n
PaCTAHYTbIX CNOPTUBHbIX LUTaHaxX C BbILBETWMMIN NosiocKaMm no 6okam. 3Tun
TPeHNpPoBOYHbIe BpIOKK BbININ 3anpaBsieHbl B LUEPCTAHbIE HOCKW C 3alUTOMNAaHHbIMU
NATKaMN, Ha HOrax cTapuka bbn cTapble BOMJIOYHbIE Tanoyky 6e3 3agHNKOoB. ToLwumin
CTapuK CTOAJI, HAaKJIOHUB 3apOCLUY0 OJIMHHBIMWU CeAbIMU BOJIOCaMU IrONI0BY, U risnen B
nos. CKBO3b pefikue BOJIOChI MpOorssabiBajia cTapyeckas Koxa rosiosbl C
MUIrMEHTHbIMU MATHaMK. OH BbIrNa4en 04eHb CTapblM U YCTaBLUIWM, HO NPUN BCEM 3TOM
BO BCen ero corbeHHom urype ckBo3mnao Hecrnbaemoe ynpsamMcTBO.

- Bbl Begb nogymaeTte 06 3ToM? XOpoLlo? - MONoAas XKeHLWNHa CAenasn XeCcT PyKon,
Kak 6yaTo cobupanacb TPOHYTb CTapMKa 3a naeyo, HO pyka eé 6ecnoMoLLHO 3aBUC/a
B BO34yXe.

- Ecnv Bam 6onblLue HUYero He Hy>KHO, TO 1 monAay? - NPoroBopuia oHa
3aMCKMBaloLLe.

CTapuk No-npexHemMy He CMOTPEN Ha Heeé.

- 3aKpounTe 3a MHOW OBepb! XopoLuo?

OKa3aBLUNCb Ha JIECTHUYHON KJIeTKe, MoNoAas XeHwmHa o61er4éHHo BblAOXHYNa.
OHa OCTOPOXXHO NMpUKpbISa 3a cobon ABepb 1 B3O0XHYJ1a MOAHON rpyabto. KaXkabin
pa3, Korga oHa wWJsia cioga, oHa ybexxaana cebs B TOM, 4TO 3TOT CTapMK AOCTOUH
XXaNoCTn, 4TO OH OAMHOKUIA N HECHACTHbIW, HO Ka>XAblW pa3 CTaJIKUBAsACb C HUM,
NCNbITbIBasa OOHN 1N Te Xe olyulleHnsa HeynobcTea, nepepacTaBLlUne B HENPUA3Hb K
3TOMY CTpaHHOMY CcTapuky. OHa caMa He Morfa 0bbACHUTL cebe Npu4nHy
BO3HUKABLUNX Y HEE oWyLEeHN. BblNo M TOMY NMPUYNHOW €ro aypaukoe ynpsamcTBO
WA 3TOT BEYHbIN 3aTXJIbl 3anaxX CTapoCTWU, OHa He MorJia cebe ACHO OTBETUTb Ha
3TOT BOnpoc. B ntobom cnyyae oHa Bblsla OBOJIbHA, 4TO 3TO «CBUAAHMNE
3aKOHYMJIOCb, N UCMNbITbIBasla cenyac cunbHoe obnervyeHme no sTomMy rnosoay.
OcCTaBWNCb OONH CTapukK, 3anep ABepb U, LLapKasa HoraMmu, NpoLuén B CBOKO
€AVNHCTBEHHY0 KOMHaTYy. OT )XeHLMHbl B ero KBapTupe oCTasics 3anax Ayxos,
TEepnKuUn, TOWHOTBOPHO CAIaAKNI OH Obl eMy HENPUATEH. Y OKHa 34eCb CTOSA CTON C
AByMSa TyMbaMu, NOKPbITLIMN KOPUYHEBBIM, KOe-rae TPeCHYBLUMM JIaKOM U nepen HUM



CTapbl AepeBSAHHbIN CTyN. OKHO OblJI0 HEMJIOTHO 3aHaBELUEHO CTapon KOPUYHEBOMN
3aHaBECKOW CO CTPaHHbIM PUCYHKOM. B KOMHaTe He Obl/I0 HM TeneBn3opa, HU Kakon-
nnbo gpyron 66ITOBON TEXHUKWN. 34eCb ObI/IN TONIBKO FOPbl KHUM, ABa KHUXXHbIX LWKaga
C rPA3HLIMU CTEKJIAHHbLIMW OBEpLaMn N B CAaMOM TEMHOM YTy Yy3Kas KpoBaTb C
MeTaIU/INYeCKUMUN CMIMHKaMIN, 3acTeNeHHasa cTapbiM MECTPbIM NOKPbIBAJIOM.
MPOTUCHYBLUNCb CKBO3b MYCOPHbIE 3aBaJlbl, COCTOSABLUNE N3 XXYPHAJIOB, KHUT U
KaKoro-To Tpsnbs, CTapUK MPOTUCHYJICA K CTOJY, TSXKESI0 YCesica Ha CTYJ1 N BKJIKOYWI
BUCEBLUYIO Ha CTOJIOM CTAaPEHbKY HAacTOJIbHYO Namny. CBeT slaMnbl OCBETUN
MOBEPXHOCTb CTOJIa, HA KOTOPOM JieXXasin CTOMKON XKYpPHaJibl HAa aHMIMNCKOM SA3blKe C
MOAOrHYTbIMU CTPAHULLAMU U HECKOJIbKO AELUEBbIX, MOXOXXMX Ha 0ObI4YHbIE
yvyeHunyeckue, TeTpagen. CTapuk OOBOJSIbHO KPSKHY, IMLO €ro npocBeTaeno.

- Ywna 3apa3a! - npobopmMoTan OH C ABHbIM YO0BOJ/ILCTBUEM.

- XoaaTt, mewatT! PaboTaTb He gatoT! - nponoskasa 6opMoTaTh, OH pacKpbil TeTpaib
Ha MecCTe 3aJ10)KeHHbIM KapaHAalwoM. Ha TeTpaAHbIX IMCTax B CUHIOK KJETOYKY 6blan
HanMMcaHbl Kakne-To popmybl, becyncieHHble Lgpbl FPOMO3ANANCE, HAaNoN3asa apyr
Ha apyra. Pagom Obiin KOpSABO HapucoBaHHble napabonnyeckme rpadpukn. Lesens
rybamm, cTapuk Hagen Ha HOC CTapoOMOAHbIE OYKM B POroBOM onpase, NpManpYmBo
OCMOTpes1 KapaHaall, OCTPbIM MaJIeHbKUM HOXXOM MOATOYNST KOHYMK, CMaxHyJ1 Mycop
npamo cebe noa HOrm v NOrpy3nscs B BoldncneHns. Ha yaneneHue 6bICTpo ero
CTap4yeckue nanblbl 3aCKOJIb3WUV BAOOJIb INCTA, HAarpoMoXxgasa umdpbl ogHY Ha
apyryto. MHorga oH ceepsancs ¢ HebobLIMM KalbKyNATOPOM, e GUHCTBEHHBLIM CBOUM
MOMOLLHUKOM.

- A ecnmn Tak nonpobosaTbk! - HegoBOSILHO 6opMOTan oH cebe noa Hoc.

- Tak! - pyka ero 3aBucia Haj TeTpaaHbIM IMCTOM, OH 3aMep, MOCMELIHO BCKOYN
ellBa, He ONPOKNHYB CTYJl, HATbIKAACb HA KY4YM KHWUI, MPOTUCHYJICS K CEPBAHTY, 3a
CTEKJIOM KOTOPOro BMECTO MoCyAbl Tak)Xe pa3Mellasncb KHATM Pa3HOM TOJILLNHbBI U
BblCOThbl. CNpaBa B AepeBsSIHHON paMKe CcTossa YEpHo 6enas doTorpadusa, Monoaon
4yesI0BEK U TEMHOBOJ1I0CAA AeBYyLlIKa yNbi6annch, Kacasack APYyr Apyra nie4yamu.
CTtapuk npobexxan B3rasaom no otorpadmm n ycTaBUICA Ha KOPELLKN KHUT.
CekyHAy noAyMaB, OH BbITaLLWA TOJICTYIO KHUXXKY Ha3BaHME M aBTOP, Ha KOTOPOW
6bl1N HAaNMMCaHbl Ha aHMJIMNCKOM U, HATbIKAACh HA NPeAMETbI, BEPHYJICA K CTOY.
MponncTas eé, oH HAWEéN AJIMHHYI0 (hOPMYJTY N CPABHUI C TOJSIbKO YTO HAaNUCaHHbLIM B
cBoel TeTpaaun. MoToM CcHaCT/IMBO pacCcMessics.



- Monopgeuy 4epTtara! Monogeu! - u CHOBa CKJIOHWJICA Had CBOen TeTpankon, bopmMmoya
4YTO-TO Hepa3bop4ynBOeE N XPUMNO, HEMPUATHO XUXUKaS.

- XOTS Tak BCé pPaBHO He BbIXOAUT! - NpoCcKpunesa oH HeaoBOJILHO.

Koraa oH MoAHsa roN0oBY OT CBOEN TeTpaau, 3a OKHOM Obl/i0 y)Ke TEMHO, OH CHSAN
OYKM N aKKYpaTHO MOJIOXKW/ UX Ha cTos. na3a ero 6onenn n cnesmnunck, oH owyLan
cebs CnNbHO BbIMOTAHHLIM U rosioaHbIM. CTapuK 3aKpbll TeTpadb, MOMacCMpPoBarl
rnepeHocnuy 1 nowapkana Ha KyxHto. EgBa oH BCTan n3-3a CTona, CNHa ero
COrHyNnacb, a Ha MOKPbITOM rnyboKNMM MopLLMHAMKN TNLE MOSABUIOCHL MpadyHoe
pa3fpa>K€éHHoe BblpaXkeHne. Ha rpsisHoN KyxHe CTapuK BKJIKOYMIT CBET, 3aCMXKEHHbIN
MyXaMW TPAMOYHbIA TOPLUEP, OCBETU KPOXOTHOE MOMELLEHNE XENTLIM, YT POMbIM
cBeToM. PaccesiHHbIN B3rngaa ctapmka npobexxasn no oTBUCLLUMM BHU3 NobneKkwmm
OBepLaM KYXOHHbIX AWWKOB, OH NoLwlapkKasa K CTapoMy XO0JN0AWIbHUKY C NOJIYKPYT 0N,
kKak 6yaTo pasgyswenca geepuen n 60nbWOoNn XpoMUPOBaAHHON pyyKon. CTapuk
MOTSAHY PYYKY, B X0no4ausabHUKe 6bls10 TEMHO, MPOBOA C BUJIKOWN NieXKan PAAOM Ha
Mony HMKyAda He NOAKOYEHHbIN. CTapuK TAXXeN0 B3A0XHY N 3aKPbI/1 XON0ANNbHUK.

KoHel 03HaKoOMUTEesIbHOro pparmMeHTa.
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